
VINTAGE ROUND 1 v LINDFIELD CC AT CAMPERDOWN OVAL, CAMPERDOWN 
ON SUNDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2022: REPORT BY JIM ROBSON 

OUR RACEHORSE CRICKET TEAM  

The first game of the Vintage Season took place at Marrickville Oval on Sunday September 25. 
Unfortunately we were all like racehorses. As any professional punter will tell you, don’t back horses if it is 
their first run after a spell and don’t back them if they have been having too many hard runs.  

A number of players were having their first go after a long spell with limited or no trial runs or practice 
(e.g. Brooks, Robson and Winney). And a number of our men had been running in England (Ragavan, 
Baliotis , Rolls, Ridge) in the offseason and weren’t used to the Australian conditions . Only Black Caviar 
could perform immediately in both countries.  

We lost a crucial toss and on a moist, seaming pitch we were soon 5 for 15. This involved two runs out as 
Jim Robson and Mick McCormick thought they were batting with Winx and unfortunately ran out their 
partners (Frank Baliotis and Greg Brooks). No one ever really recovers and wins from this score. It 
reminded me of Australia’s Test in Capetown in 2011 when they were also 5 for 15 and finished with 47.  

We did end up with 93 which was reasonable after our terrible start out of the barrier with Mick 
McCormick , Ross Dalgleish, Gerry O’Shea and Garry James all doing well to get double figures and 
Garry Winney rotating the strike well. As Garry James will assert, it was difficult for him to lay bat on ball 
when he first came in so to get 23 was an outstanding effort. He was our only best performed 
player/horse as this was his 4th run from a spell after a few trials with two wild, noisy stallions Ken Hall 
and ‘Scorch’ out at some rough country track (Penrith O60’s Regional training). 

Garry James being in prime condition with his coat gleaming in the stables, then came on early and was 
our best bowler. He was inspiring, and with small steps, a slow arm action and big follow through was 
very impressive. He reminded me of Jim Laker in 1956 at Old Trafford when he got 19 wickets. All the 
bowlers for the first outing bowled pretty well and we actually had them 1 for 41 after the first 20 overs. 
The wicket flattened out and they passed us with 8 wickets in hand. A game we lost badly but the toss 
was crucial and even Phar Lap once lost on a wet track. It was still an enjoyable day with both teams 
having a beer together after the match. 

The Team was: - 

Peter Rolls (c) 6, Sittampalam Ragavan 2, Frank Baliotis 2, James Robson 2, Greg Brooks 1, Mick 
McCormick 23, Garry James 16,  Ross Dalgleish 12, Garry Winney 8, Gerard O'Shea 13*, Stuart Ridge 1 

The Result was: - 

C.C.N.S.W.: 10- 93 (39.5 Overs) 

Lost to 

Lindfield Lancers: 2-97 (34.2 Overs) 

By 8  wickets 



FoW: - 1-2 Sittampalam Ragavan, 2-8 Peter Rolls, 3-12 Frank Baliotis, 4-12 James Robson, 5-13 Greg 
Brooks, 6-51 Garry James, 7-55 Mick McCormick, 8-66 Garry Winney, 9-90 Ross Dalgleish, 10-93 Stuart 
Ridge 

The Bowling was: -  

Sittampalam Ragavan 4-0-9-1, Stuart Ridge 6-3-9-0, Garry James 7-5-6-0, Greg Brooks 4-0-16-0, Mick 
McCormick 7-1-32-1, Garry Winney 5-0-12-1, Gerard O'Shea 1.2-0-10-0 

The Fielding was: - 

Stumpings: - Nil 

Catches: - One each to Gerard O'Shea, Mick McCormick 

Run outs: - Nil 

Player points (awarded by umpire): - 3 points to G. James; 2 points to G. O'Shea; one point to M. 
McCormick 

Full scorecard: 

https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/sydney-masters-cricket-association/vintage-
summer-202223/vintage/game-centre/c0e7c8b6 

VINTAGE ROUND 2 v ASHFIELD DE LA SALLE OLD BOYS AT RON ROUTLEY OVAL, 
CONCORD ON SUNDAY 23 OCTOBER 2022: REPORT BY MICHAEL McCORMICK 

After a week in which many of the team had played 3 or 4 games at the State Championships the creaks and 
groans were louder and more frequent than normal. Well done to Joe Scarcella, Peter Rolls and Stuart Ridge on 
their Port Jackson Grand Final win.     

The weather over most of the State made cricket a pipe dream but a window of opportunity remained at Ron 
Routley Oval where only a sprinkle had occurred. The now familiar La Nina omnipresence of clusters of dark 
clouds surrounded the ground, but both the pitch and outfield were in good condition. Fortuitously, the clouds rolled 
past all day. 

Rolls lost the toss and De La Salle decided to bat on a dry slightly slow pitch. It wouldn’t take long for that decision 
to be regretted. 

Stuart Ridge, fresh from his week at Penrith Panthers, pounced, cat- like on the oblivious opposition, bowling their 
best batsman with a hooping inswinger. He followed this up with two further top of off stump pearlers that hooped 
in and mercilessly clipped the off bail. Stuart had better figures than the Bolshoi ballet. 4-1 after 3 overs. ‘Wiley 
Coyote’, Paul Georgiadis was getting back in his Pilates like rhythm seemingly halting the ball in mid flight on its 
way to the batsman. He kept it tight to allow Stuart to weave his magic. Stu was to  finish with the amazing figures 
of 4 for 3 with 5 maidens in his 7 overs.  

At 3 for 4 thoughts of under 9 matches started to surface but the De la Salle left-handed opener remained steadfast 
despite opening a meat works of butchered opportunities down the leg side. 

Garry James bowled tightly coping with a very stiff back. His crooked man appearance would not have caused any 
concern if had parked in a disabled spot. He floated and beat the bat on several occasions until his “spec savers” 



moment when he over enthusiastically appealed for LBW. To every player, spectator, umpire and nearby covid 
tester, it was obvious that the ball had hit the back of the bat which was easily caught by Jerry at first slip. 

Joe Scarcella then replaced Stu and used the perfect in swinging breeze to again ask questions of the batsman. 
He bowled without luck for figures of 0-17 

Mick McCormick then replaced Joe and had similar back stiffness to Garry James but more brought about by the 
weeding stick then the games in Penrith. His inconsistency of line and length probably assisted in surprising the 
batsman and the good balls reaped rewards bowling the number 6 and then removing the dogged left hander who 
had a brain explosion and inexplicably made a charge at the bowler. The next ball was full and trapped the 
batsman inches from the stumps. It was an impossible task for his teammate not to raise the finger (no official 
umpires this game) 

A semblance of excitement momentarily greeted the hat trick ball, but it was left outside the off stump by the 
batsman prompting Garry James’s encouragement, mentoring and coaching advice to “bowl on the ****king 
stumps” 

Stu came back on to try and pick up the remaining wickets with his final two overs, bowling well but no cigars. 
Gerard O’Shea picked up a wicket with a good catch by Frank Baliotis at mid-off who seemed to lose the ball in the 
trees but then came forward caught the ball, then completed a perfect forward roll reminiscent of Nadia Comaneci. 

New recruit Dan Pellen showed pace in the field all day and was rewarded when he implemented the final wicket 
via run out. De la Salle all out for 78. 

Frank Baliotis opened with John Finucane. Frank got off to a good start punching the ball like Kostya Zhu through 
the leg and offside. John ably assisted and the score progressed to 36 without loss. Frank unfortunately cut one to 
point and was out for 28 but had guided the team to a likely victory. Dan Pellen in his first innings for a while, 
seemed to easily get back on the bike and played some nice shots to score 15. 

Jim Robson immediately took control and had the running between wickets tempo upped to a staccato level. He 
went caught and bowled trying to get the runs by 20 overs.  

John Finucane had to retire owing to some pain in his chest, he headed to hospital for some cautionary tests with 
the good news that there were no problems, except running with Jim Robson. 

Captain Peter Rolls, Garry James and Mick McCormick hit sufficient runs to get to the total by 20 overs and obtain 
the maximum bonus points. 

An excellent win with Stuart Ridge’s spell and Frank Baliotis’s innings the highlights. 

The Team was: - John Finucane (w) 15* retired ill not out, Frank Baliotis 28, Daniel Pellen 15, Jim Robson 4, Peter 
Rolls (c)  5, Michael McCormick 6, Garry James 0*, Gerard O’Shea dnb, Joe Scarcella dnb, Stuart Ridge dnb, Paul 
Georgiadis dnb    

The Result was: - 

Ashfield De La Salle Old Boys: 10-78 (36 overs) (S. Ridge 4-3) 

Lost to  

C.C.N.S.W.: 4-79 (18.5 overs)  

By 6 wickets 



FoW: - 1-34 (F. Baliotis); 2-61 (D. Pellen); 3-67 (J. Robson); 4-74 (P. Rolls) 

The Bowling was: Stuart Ridge 7-5-3-4, Paul Georgiadis 7-2-12-0, Joe Scarcella 7-2-17-0, Garry James 7-1-16-1, 
Michael McCormick 4-1-15-3, Gerard O’Shea 4-0-21-1 

The Fielding was: - 

Stumpings: - None 

Catches: -: One each to Gerard O’Shea, Frank Baliotis 

Run outs: - One to Daniel Pellen 

Player points (awarded by umpire): - 3 points to S. Ridge; 2 points to M. McCormick; 1 point to F. Baliotis  

See https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/sydney-masters-cricket-association/vintage-summer-
202223/vintage/game-centre/e7577cf5  

VINTAGE ROUND 3 v CASTLE HILL  CC AT CAMPERDOWN OVAL, CAMPERDOWN ON 
SUNDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2022: REPORT BY JOE SCARCELLA 

CCNSW returns to Camperdown  

On a glorious sunny day, the CCNSW Vintage team turned up at Camperdown Oval with more than a little 
apprehension about the state of the centre square after it was torn apart in the off-season by those evil rugger-
heads. The Council had spent a considerable amount of money laying fresh couch on the damaged area which will 
take time to bed in, but the groundsman had managed to prepare a pitch on the edge of the square that was pretty 
good. So, all systems go for the start. 

Our opponents Castle Hill won the toss and sent us in. But more drama awaited us before we took to the field. 
Where the hell are the stumps and bails??? Michael McCormick was asked to check the store-room and couldn’t 
find them anywhere!! No matter, the ever-reliable Sittampalam Ragavan (“Raga”) had a couple of sets in his car if 
they were needed. As it turns out, they weren’t! A further check was made of the store-room by ‘the Prez’, Greg 
Brooks. In a sadly obvious pointer his mental faculties are on a rapid decline of Biden-esque proportions, the said 
MM couldn’t see what was under his eyes. The Prez located not just 6 stumps but SIXTEEN.  

But back to the game. 

The opening pair of John Finucane and Frank Baliotis started steadily enough, but Frank was trapped LBW playing 
back to an in-dipper (4). Joe Scarcella came in at first drop and was looking comfortable before falling victim to 
another LBW decision by our umpires (10). Jim Robson (Jungle) joined John at the crease. John was eventually 
dismissed for a very solid 29. At this point, we were 3-46. Peter Rolls joined Jungle at the crease, and the pair both 
batted with great authority and urgency, not looking at all troubled by the bowling and putting on a solid partnership 
in quick time before both retired unbeaten, on 30* and 31*, respectively. Meanwhile, Greg Brooks came in and 
smashed a quick-fire unbeaten 32*, his innings featuring a number of lovely straight hits down the ground that had 
the bowler diving for cover. Mick McCormick  came and went for 10. Raga followed him, and he wasted no time in 
taking to the bowling, scoring five 4s on the way to a rapid and valuable 23. Coming in at No. 9, Gerry O’Shea was 
cruising along steadily, while Stu rt Ridge was bowled for 2 in the pursuit of quick runs, and Paul Georgiadis at No 
11 hung around to be unbeaten on 10* with Gerry who was 17* at the end of the innings.  

Our total of 6-209 after 40 overs was always going to be very hard to beat. Our bowlers performed superbly to 
dismiss Castle Hill for 104. 



Stuart Ridge and Paul  Georgiadis opened the bowling. After bowling a maiden in his first over,  Stuart took a 
wicket in his second. After his successful 6-over spell (1 for 3, including 3 maidens), Joe Scarcella came in first 
change and continued the relentless line and length attack which the Castle Hill batters could not handle. Joe 
bowled an excellent spell, finishing with 3 victims (all bowled) for 5, including 5 maidens from his 7 overs. At the 
other end, Raga chipped in with a wicket in his first spell of 4 overs, before being replaced by Mick McCormick. 
Mick struck with his first delivery, an outside edge to ‘keeper John. His second wicket followed in the next over, 
clean bowled, and he took another (caught at 1st slip by Greg Brooks). It was another excellent contribution by 
Mick, his 7 overs yielding 3 for 28.  Brooks bowled some steady overs before Raga came back on and took his 2 
wicket to finally put the opponents out of their misery.  

Overall, it was a very good effort by the team to comprehensively thrash Castle Hill and earn valuable bonus points 
to celebrate the Club’s first outing this season at Camperdown. 

The Team was: - John Finucane (w) 29, Frank Baliotis 4,Joe Scarcella 10, Jim Robson 30*, Peter Rolls (c) 31*, 
Greg Brooks 32*, Michael McCormick 10, Sittampalam Ragavan 23, Gerard O’Shea 17*, Stuart Ridge 2, Paul 
Georgiadis 10* 

The Result was: - 

C.C.N.S.W.: - 6-209 (40 overs) (G. Brooks 32*; P. Rolls 31*; J. Robson 30*) 

Defeated 

Castle Hill: - 10-109 (36 overs) (All-out only 10 men) (J. Scarcella 3-5) 

By 100 runs 

FoW: - 1-13 (F. Baliotis); 2-36 (J. Scarcella); 3-46 (J. Finucane); 4-136 (M. McCormick); 5-175  (S. Ragavan); 6-
188 (S. Ridge) 

The Bowling was:- Stuart Ridge 6-3-3-1, Paul Georgiadis 6-1-24-0, Joe Scarcella 7-4-5-3, Sittampalam Ragavan 
4.2-0-16-2, Michael McCormick 7-1-28-3, Greg Brooks 5-0-15-0, Gerard O’Shea 1-0-8-0 

The Fielding was: - 

Stumpings: - Nil 

Catches: - One each to John Finucane, Greg Brooks, Stuart Ridge  

Run outs: - Nil 

Player points (awarded by umpire): - 3 points to J. Scarcella; 2 points to G. Brooks; 1 point to M. McCormick.  

See https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/sydney-masters-cricket-association/vintage-summer-
202223/vintage/game-centre/28c95d20   

VINTAGE ROUND 4 v SRI LANKA LIONS CC AT CAMPERDOWN OVAL, CAMPERDOWN  
ON SUNDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2022: REPORT BY JOHN FINUCANE 

Hot and blustery conditions greeted the players at Camperdown for our round four match against the Sri Lanka 
lions. Both teams were evenly placed on the ladder going into the game and a win was needed to keep pace with 
the top team. 



Peter Rolls lost  he toss and Sri Lanka batted first, no doubt with an eye on a wearing and drying pitch that could 
suit their predominantly spin attack later in the afternoon. Stuart Ridge and Paul Georgiadis opened the bowling , 
and Paul in particular shone with accurate bowling that netted him 2-18 off his 7 overs. Probably his best spell this 
season and deserved figures. Paul’s early inroads, back up by Stuart grabbing one as well, saw their best batsmen 
struggle to 3-28 and then 5-69.  

After drinks their middle order consolidated although the bowlers did well to hold back the run rate. What could 
have been 180-200 or more, on what seemed a reasonable pitch, was held to just 163. Game on! 

Sittampalam Ragavan (‘Raga’) turned in a great spell in the latter overs picking up 3-21, and with Gerry O’Shea 
getting an economical 2-14 off 6, both did the business when really needed. Some great fielding and catching 
backed up good line and length bowling for a solid all around effort in the field on what could have been a tough 
afternoon if this strong batting line-up had got away on us. Mick McCormick was a stand out in the field - swan 
dives, rolls, spectacular action down on the fence impressing (NOT!) the young ladies in the stands.  

Our run chase began with a healthy run rate of just over 4 per over needed for a win. A solid start from openers, 
debutante Neville Emerson (30*) and John Finucane (31*) saw both retire with the score at 0-60 in the sixteenth 
over. Dan Pellen (28) and Peter Rolls (17) continued the good progress through to the first wicket falling in the 25th 
over at 1-92 and the run rate tight, but on track. 

Sri Lanka then turned the screws and progress was challenging for a period and the game was going to go down to 
the wire. Greg Brooks (28) came to the crease and gave the run rate a well needed boost with his usual quick fire 
batting before being caught behind and stumped same ball.   That was the impetus needed to get the match in 
hand despite a few finger nails being chewed in the last 5 overs.  Gerry O’Shea and Raga steered the ship home in 
the 39th over at 4-167 for a good win against a solid team. 

We are now sitting in third place with only Lindfield and the Cyclones above us.  A push for points will be important 
before we play both Southern Highlands and Cyclones in key matches in the home run in February.  

The Team was: - John Finucane 31* ret not out, Neville Emerson 30* ret not out, Daniel Pellen 28, Peter Rolls 17, 
Mick McCormick 3, Greg Brooks 28, Gerard O’Shea 6*, Sittampalam Ragavan 14*, Paul Georgiadis dnb, Stuart 
Ridge dnb, Mel Lucas dnb 

The Result was: - 

Sri Lanka Lions: - 8-163 (40 overs) (S. Ragavan 3-21) 

Lost to 

C.C.N.S.W.: - 4-167 (38.3 overs) (J. Finucane 31*; N Emerson 30*) 

By 6 wickets 

FoW: - 1-91 (P. Rolls); 2-101 (M.  McCormick); 3-140 (D. Pellen); 4-146 (G. Brooks) 

The Bowling was: - S. Ridge 7-0-44-1; P. Georgiadis 7-2-18-2; G. Brooks 7-0-32-0; S. Ragavan 7-0-21-3; M. 
McCormick 5-0-24-0; G. O’Shea 6-0-14-2. N. Emerson 1-0-9-0 

The Fielding was: - 

Stumpings: - Nil 
 
Catches: - 2 to G. Brooks; one to each of P. Georgiadis, M. McCormick, G. O’Shea and S. Ridge  



 
Run outs: -  Nil 
 

Player points (awarded by umpire): - 3 points to S. Ragavan; 2 points to J. Finucane; one point to G. Brooks 

https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/sydney-masters-cricket-association/vintage-summer-
202223/vintage/game-centre/7ccd6f41  

VINTAGE ROUND 5 v BURWOOD/KU-RING-GAI AT TURRAMURRA MEMORIAL PARK, 
TURRAMURRA  ON SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER 2022: REPORT BY FRANK BALIOTIS 

La Niña must be on hiatus as we arrived at the picturesque Turramurra Memorial Park under glorious sunshine and 
a rather warm 33 degrees. Our skipper, Peter Rolls won the toss and decided to bowl on what looked like a dodgy 
wicket with large pieces of turf missing from both popping creases.  

The Burwood Ku-ring-gai openers were pretty well tied down by some exceptional bowling from Stuart Ridge and 
Sittampalam Rafavan (“Raga”). Stuart was a little unlucky, but still managed figures 1-19 off 7 overs and Raga 2-26 
of his 7 overs. (Both were amazingly accurate when coming on for last 2 overs each at the death considering they 
played National Over 60s in Geelong in the previous week). Joe Scarcella was next up but only lasted 4 balls 
before succumbing to a groin injury sustained in the Nationals the week before. More about Joey's batting heroics 
to follow. Gerry O’Shea took over admirably and only conceded 16 runs from his 6.2 overs. He also ran for miles in 
the outfield and took an exceptional running catch on the boundary. Greg Brooks was also unlucky not to get a 
wicket and only conceded 25 runs from his 7 overs. It’s amazing what Brooksie can do, given his new hip. Mel 
Lucas also ran for miles and his bowling continually troubled the batters and combined well with John Finucane for 
a classy stumping. John also took a catch and kept well given the tricky pitch and heat. Garry James was at his 
bamboozling best; he’s clearly been doing this for a long time, and took two well-deserved wickets.  

Even though three Burwood Ku-ring-gai batters scored 30* , we still bowled and fielded very well to contain them to 
6-155  runs after 40 overs.  

Gerry O’Shea and I opened the batting, and unlike me, out for 1, Gerry,went on to make a well played 30*. Mel 
Lucas was unlucky being given out lbw for 2. Peter Rolls was up next and scored two quick fours then played 
smart patient cricket until getting caught for 25 trying to smack one over long on. Brooks came in after Gerry 
O’Shea retired and as only he can, smacked a quick fire 23 before being caught in the deep. We were now 4-100 
off 30 overs and plenty of work still required to reach 156. Garry James and John Finucane were now in bat. Garry 
opens his account with a four and then proceeds to play a controlled innings scoring ones and twos before retiring 
at 31*. I think Garry continually asking the umpire for centre was a ploy used to catch his breath. Very clever ploy 
Garry! By this time, John has scored a couple of fours and a bunch of singles when the man of the hour arrives in 
the name of Joe Scarcella. 

Let me set the scene. Before the game Joe arrives in the dressing room and confides to his teammates that his 
undergarment is entwined in his heavily strapped groin resulting in an inability to perform on the Royal Dalton. With 
this in mind and having broken down after bowling 4 balls, he was determined to make a contribution and limped 
out to bat with the able assistance of Gerry O’Shea as the runner. After a few minutes working out the rules and 
who would stand where the first ball was bowled and people started running everywhere. Gerry, John and Joe 
were in no man’s land while the fielders had at least three attempts at removing the bails but inexplicably failed 
every attempt. It was like watching inebriated Keystone Cops. This happened twice!! 

The boys settled as 6 an over was still required from the last 5 overs. But Joe nonchalantly hit two signature 
consecutive boundaries  behind square leg,  providing the impetus to go on and win the game with John hitting the 
winning runs (the first time he’s ever done that) with an over to spare.  



A few laughs, a great game of cricket followed by a few drinks. The world is a beautiful place. 

The Team was: -  Gerard O’Shea 30*; Frank Baliotis 1, Mel Lucas 2, Peter Rolls (c) 25, Greg Brooks 23, Garry 
James 31*, John Finucane (w) 19*, Joe Scarcella 12*, Sittampalam Ragavan dnb, Stuart Ridge dnb 

The Result was: - 

Burwood/Ku-ring-gai: - 6-155 (40 overs)  

Lost to 

C.C.N.S.W.: - 4-156 (39 overs) (G. James 31*; G. O’Shea 30*) 

By 6 wickets 

FoW: - 1-9 (F. Baliotis); 2-17 (M. Lucas); 3-92 (G. Brooks); 4-100 (P. Rolls) 

The Bowling was: - S. Ridge 7-2-19-1; S. Ragavan 7-1-26-2; J. Scarcella 0.4-0-0-0; G. O’Shea 6.2-0-16.0; G. 
Brooks 7-0-25-0; M. Lucas 5-0-25-1; G. James 7-0-38-2 

The Fielding was:- 

Stumpings: - One to J. Finucane 

Catches: - One to J. Finucane (w) and 2 to G. O’Shea 

Run outs: -  Nil 

Player points (awarded by umpire): - 3 points to G. James; 2 points to G. O’Shea; one point to S. Ragavan 

See:  https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/sydney-masters-cricket-association/vintage-summer-
202223/vintage/game-centre/0694425a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VINTAGE ROUND 6 v ROSEVILLE ROGUES AT NORMANHURST OVAL, NORMANHURST  
ON SUNDAY 18 DECEMBER 2022: REPORT BY PAUL GEORGIADIS 

 

Back row: Sittampalam Ragavan, Greg Brooks, Garry James, Stuart Ridge, Gerry O’Shea 

Front Row: Paul Georgiadis, Joe Scarcella, Frank Baliotis, Peter Rolls (c) & (w), Mick McCormick, Garry 
Winney. 

A damp and chilly summer morning (with 19°C and a 20km/h wind making it feel like 13°C) at Normanhurst for a 
match on the synthetic pitch rather than the available turf wicket at Marrickville left many bemused. Last season at 
Marrickville in our previous encounter our bowlers had bowled the Roseville Rogues out for 39 runs when they 
were chasing 139. Certainly one would assume that a synthetic wicket would give the batters the upper hand but 
as it turned out, good line and length bowling always makes things difficult for batters and brings rewards but more 
of that later. 

Sittampalam Ragavan (“Raga”) brought along a stack of food to celebrate his 65th birthday and Peter Rolls 
provided a pink iced donut with candles for us to sing happy birthday. With that formality out of the way, we had a 
team photo. Only 5 candles used to signify 65 as using all to match Raga’s age would have brought the fire brigade 
(who happened to be in the same street!) 

The Rogues won the toss and elected to bat. Four balls into their innings and without any runs having been scored 
Stuart Ridge (Ed note: newly selected for Australian over 60s squad) clean bowled the opening batter. Stuart struck 



twice in his fifth over and once again in his sixth over finishing up with the impressive figures of 4 for 17 off his 
seven overs (3 bowled and 1 lbw) – an excellent bowling spell that set the match up for us. Raga came on at the 
other end after Paul Georgiadis who had not taken any wickets in his four overs but had been unlucky as one 
difficult catch  was put down by an outstretched keeper. Raga’s first over went for 11 runs but he recovered his line 
and length and in the next 4 overs took 2 wickets for 9 runs. Greg Brooks chimed in with 2 wickets of his own from 
his seven overs for 19 runs which included a remarkable one handed reflex catch at first slip by Gerry O’Shea, 
taking it to his right side and behind him. Mick McCormick at second slip said “I decided not to go for it so as not to 
put Gerry off” but in real fact hadd not move as he had not see it!. Garry James bowled exceptionally well for 2 
wickets conceding only 3 runs off his 6.3 overs. Special mention for Frank Baliotis whose fielding continues to 
impress and also for Peter Rolls as our stand in wicket keeper with John Finucane overseas. A couple of casualties 
for our fielders with Frank Baliotis straining a quad and Garry Winney straining a back flexor when both were 
chasing down balls heading to the boundary. Joe Scarcella gave them his physio contact after the game as he did 
not bowl as he was still getting physio for his groin (HCF are still questioning the legitimacy of his claim!) The 
opposition were all out for 99 in the thirty fourth over leaving us a target of 100 for victory. 

Gerry O’Shea and Peter Rolls opened the batting in a steady fashion defending good balls and finding the gaps to 
keep the scoreboard ticking along at about 3 runs an over until the ninth over when Gerry was surprised by a rising 
ball that he could not get his top edge out of the way of - 1 for 23. Joe Scarcella (who seems to be enjoying a break 
from bowling) joined Peter in the middle and together they started to increase the run rate. In the twelfth over Peter 
hit the accelerator smashing 16 runs (including two fours and a six into the car park) to retire not out on 32* with 
the team score on 1-50 and only another 50 required from the remaining 28 overs 

Raga joined Joe Scarcella and together they put on a quick 19 runs before Raga was run out in the fifteenth over 
(2 - 69). The word was then sent out that we wanted to finish the game within 20 overs to maximize bonus points. 
Joe was out for 29 followed by Greg  Brooks (10) and Garry James (0) with Mick McCormick on 5* and Frank 
Baliotis on 28 in the twentieth over - the objective having been achieved by our two new “Finishers” with Mick 
hitting a boundary for the winning runs. A good overall team effort with plenty of great and good individual 
performances. 

The Team was: - Gerard  O’Shea 10, Peter Rolls (c) & (w) 32* ret not out, Joe Scarcella 29, Sittampalam Ragavan 
8, Greg Brooks 10, Garry James 0, Mick McCormick 5*, Frank Baliotis 2*, Stuart Ridge dnb, Paul Georgiadis dnb,  
Garry Winney dnb  

The Result was: - 

Roseville Rogues: - 10-99 (33.4 overs) (S. Ridge 4-17) 

Lost to 

C.C.N.S.W.: - 5-103 (19.4 overs) (P. Rolls 32*; J. Scarcella 29) 

By 5 wickets 

FoW: - 1-23 (G. O'Shea), 2-69 (S. Ragavan), 3-85 (G. Brooks), 4-93 (J. Scarcella), 5-93 (G. James) 

The Bowling was: - S. Ridge 7-1-17-4; P. Georgiadis 4-1-16-0; S. Ragavan 6-0-26-2; M. McCormick 3-0-17-0; G. 
Brooks 7-2-19-2;  G. James 6.3-3-3-2 

The Fielding was: - 

Stumpings: - Nil  



Catches: - Two to G. O’Shea and one to S. Ragavan 

Run outs: - Nil 

Player points (awarded by umpire): - 3 points to S. Ridge; 2 points to G. James; one point to P. Rolls 

See:  https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/sydney-masters-cricket-association/vintage-summer-
202223/vintage/game-centre/699e4a66 

VINTAGE ROUND 7 v HUNTER TAVERNERS VETERANS AT CAMPERDOWN OVAL, 
CAMPERDOWN   ON SUNDAY 8 JANUARY 2023: REPORT BY STUART RIDGE 

After a wet week, summer returned to Camperdown with a fine Sunday afternoon for cricket. The Hunter skipper 
won the toss and spotting a couple of damp patches from a leak in the new covers, put us in to bat. 

Following a steady start from Frank Baliotis and Gerry O’Shea, that decision looked vindicated when Gerry got a 
couple of nasty lifters, nicking one to the keeper for 15. Joe Scarcella then joined Frank, both working the ball 
around well and, with good running between the wickets, put on 44 in the next 9 overs before Frank retired for a 
well made 30*.  Without any further addition, Joe popped up a leading edge to square leg to depart for 21 to bring 
Greg Brooks out to join Peter Rolls as the two new batters.  

The skipper and president upped the run rate bringing the 100 up in the 22nd over. Brooks in particular was looking 
threatening with four well struck boundaries before missing one to be bowled for 18, leaving us 3-100 in the 22nd 
over. Mick McCormick and Peter then added another 28 to set us up for a big total with wickets in hand and 12 
overs remaining at 3-128. Looking to hit the accelerator, Peter (22) hit a glorious sweep to the long boundary but 
trod on his stumps in the process.  

We still had high hopes of a total close to 200 but after Mick (24) miscued to be caught, Mel Lucas (4), Garry 
Winney (9) and Garry James (4) quickly followed in a collapse of 4-10 to take the wind out of our sails. Stuart 
Ridge (11) and Paul Georgiadis (13*) eked out another 20 runs and a returning Frank Baliotis was stumped in the 
last over for a total of 180 all out. 

While not what we had hoped, 180 was still a defendable total with a strong CCNSW bowling attack and things 
were looking good when Greg Brooks removed Hunter danger man Spruce leg before in his first over. Stuart Ridge 
was looking dangerous from the other end but the next Hunter pair were able to consolidate.  

Mick McCormick and Garry James kept things tight but were unable to dislodge a frustrating 50 partnership for the 
second wicket. Finally another bowling change brought the breakthrough with Paul Georgiadis picking up a wicket 
first ball and with the opener reaching 30* shortly afterwards, we had two fresh batsmen to bowl at.  

Hunter reached drinks at 2-82 with the game evenly poised. However, straight from the break, new bowler, Joe 
Scarcella jagged one back sharply to take a wicket with the first ball of his spell before Garry James deservedly 
struck in his last over with the help of a smart catch by Paul Georgiadis. Joe then hit the stumps again and Gerry 
O’Shea kept up the trend of first over wickets to leave Hunter 6-100 after 26 overs with the required run rate 
climbing.  

Hunter stemmed the flow of wickets but required 65 runs off the last 10 overs before some good counter attacking 
and a couple of expensive overs swung the pendulum back their way. Brooks returned to break the partnership 
with another lbw but Hunter’s injured captain maintained the onslaught, regularly striking boundaries to spare his 
runner. Another retirement and late wicket to Mick McCormick brought their number 11 to the crease with 8 down 



and 11 needed. StuartRidge  came back but despite shaving both leg and off stumps could not make any 
further breakthrough with Hunter completing the chase with 4 balls to spare. 

A lot of ifs, buts and maybes and a result to bring us down to earth in the New Year after finishing last year a 
couple of points off the top of the ladder. It was disappointing not to be able to defend 180 but Hunter batted well 
and deep. Having batters to come back makes a big difference and we definitely missed an opportunity to set a 
larger target with all of our top 6 making good starts  but with only one reaching retirement.  

The Team was: -  Gerard O’Shea 15, Frank Baliotis 34, Joe Scarcella 21, Peter Rolls (c) 22, Greg Brooks 18, Mick 
McCormick 24, Garry Winney 9, Mel Lucas 4, Garry James 4, Stuart Ridge 11, and Paul Georgiadis 13* 

The Result was: - 

C.C.N.S.W.: - 10-180 (39.5 overs) (F. Baliotis 34) 

Lost to 

Hunter Taverners: - 8-184 (39.2 overs)  

By 2 wickets 

FoW: - 1-23 (G, O'Shea); 2-67 (J. Scarcella); 3-100 (G. Brooks); 4-128 (P. Rolls); 5-143 (M. McCormick); 6-148 (M. 
Lucas); 7-149 (G. Winney); 8-153 (G. James); 9-173 (S. Ridge); 10-180 (F. Baliotis). 

The Bowling was: - M. McCormick 5.2-1-30-1; S. Ridge 6-1-15-0; G. Brooks 7-1-31-2; G. James 7-1-26-1; P. 
Georgiadis 2-0-14-1; J. Scarcella 6-0-24-2; G. O’Shea 5-0-30-1 

The Fielding was: - 

Stumpings: - Nil 

Catches: - One to each of P. Georgiadis, M. Lucas and G. Winney 

Run outs: - Nil 

Player points (awarded by umpire): - 3 points to G. Brooks; 2 points to F. Baliotis; one point to J. Scarcella 

See: https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/sydney-masters-cricket-association/vintage-summer-
202223/vintage/game-centre/0dd26857  

VINTAGE ROUND 8 v GEORGES  RIVER   AT BLAND OVAL, RIVERWOOD  ON SUNDAY 
29 JANUARY 2023: REPORT BY GREG BROOKS   

When you’re hot, you’re hot!! 

The over 60s CCNSW side arrived at Bland Oval with the conditions best described as hot and humid. Clouds 
were gathering and the first thought from the ‘Weather Oracle’ (Mr. G. James) was rain by 3pm. 

Georges River won the toss and sent us in on a well grassed, hard wicket. We had a slow and measured start by 
Gerard O’Shea alongside guest player Neville Emerson who joined us via the “Raga network”, a very extensive 
network as we know! Neville was first to go adjudged lbw and Gerry was joined by Frank Baliotis, resplendent in 
his new CCNSW long sleeve shirt. He has now worn it twice and made consecutive 30 not outs! Further steady 
progress was made until Gerry (23) was stumped with the score on 43. Peter Rolls and Frank both batted well and 



were in complete control. On Frank’s retirement at 30* ret not out, ‘the Prez’, Greg Brooks  joined the Skipper, 
Peter Rolls to initiate some acceleration. The fours and sixes flowed and with the ‘Prez’s’ departure (34* ret not 
out) Mick McCormick joined Peter who retired not long after for 31*. Garry James (30* ret not out) then strode 
out… (perhaps more of a shuffle with his sore knee!) and smacked it to all parts of the ground continually 
“encouraging” Mick to follow suit! Mick (33* ret not out) changed bats and started to find the middle with regularity. 

‘The Oracle’ was only 10 minutes off and sure enough at 2:50pm we retreated to the pavilion as a thunderstorm 
came through with solid rain. As a result we lost three overs. John Finucane  (8*), Sittampalam Ragavan (0) and 
Joe Scarcella (8*)  then came out swinging on the resumption and we finished with a very healthy total of 3-218 off 
37 overs. 

The umpire for the day Scott did a great job in managing the break between innings. Both teams wanted to get 
back out there and play some cricket as the covers had done their job. A target of 219 from 37 overs was always 
going to be tough so getting through the first 15 overs as quickly as possible to ensure a game was our first 
objective.  

Georges River got off to a terrible start with the opener chopping down on his stumps (hit wicket) in the first over. 
Joe Scarcella (3-15) and Paul Georgiadis (1-20) did all the early damage backed up by some great catches from 
Neville Emerson (2) and Gerry O’Shea (1). With Garry James and Greg Brooks  replacing the openers Georges 
River found the going tough. Six of the runs from Garry’s bowling came in one blow yet the next ball saw a smart 
stumping by John Finucane and GR’s best batter was on his way! From  5-58 there was no recovery but two more 
wickets to Garry James (3-8) , one to Greg Brooks (1-14) and a destructive 2 ball /2 wicket spell from David Craig 
(2-0) meant the last 5 wickets fell for nothing!!  All out 58 in 21.2 overs. 

David Craig as a 58 yr old ‘youngster’, played his first Vintage competition match thanks to permission from the 
Vintage Association Committee (and with the consent of the Georges River captain) and he duly delivered! 
Excellent in the field as always and limited to a 4 over bowling, he short changed himself by needing only 2 balls to 
wrap it all up. 

Georges River were good sports and we had a laugh and a beer to finish. 

Tough matches lay ahead starting with Southern Highlands at Camperdown on Sunday February 12th, followed by 
Central Coast and Northern Stars to finish. 

If we continue to back our batting and bowling with good fielding we can give this competition a shake! 

The Team was (playing 12): - Gerard O’Shea 23, Neville Emerson 4, Frank Baliotis 30*, Peter Rolls 31*, Greg 
Brooks 34*, Mick McCormick 33*, Garry James 30*; John Finucane 8*, Sittampalam Ragavan 0, Joe Scarcella 8*, 
Paul Georgiadis dnb, David Craig dnb 

The Result was: - 

C.C.N.S.W.: - 3-218 (37 overs) (G. Brooks 34*; M. McCormick 33*; P. Rolls 31*; G. James 30*) 

Defeated 

Georges River CC: -10-58 (21.2 overs) (G. James 3-8; J. Scarcella 3-15) 

By 160 runs 

FoW CCNSW: - 1-18 (N. Emerson); 2-43 (G. O’Shea); 3-209 (S. Ragavan). 



FoW GR: - 1-0, 2-21, 3-27, 4-31, 5-48, 6-58, 7-58, 8-58, 9-58, 10-58.  

The Bowling was: - J. Scarcella 7-3-15-3; P. Georgiadis 5-0-20-1; G. Brooks 5-1-14-1; G. James 4-2-8-3; D. Craig 
0.2-0-0-2 

The Fielding was: - 

Stumpings: - One to J. Finucane 

Catches: - One to J. Finucane (w) and two to N. Emerson and one to G. O’Shea 

Run outs: - Nil 

Player points (awarded by umpire): - 3 points to G. James; 2 points to G. Brooks; one point to J. Scarcella  

See: https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/sydney-masters-cricket-association/vintage-summer-
202223/vintage/game-centre/45652d38  

VINTAGE ROUND 9  v SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS  AT CAMPERDOWN PARK, 
CAMPERDOWN ON SUNDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2023: REPORT BY GERARD O’SHEA 

 



CCNSW (in white shirts) and Southern Highlands (in blue shirts) in a pre-match barefoot 
ceremony as recommended by Cricket NSW 

After a pre-match barefoot ceremony honouring and showing respect for local Indigenous Country the Vintage side 
went on to win a thriller at Camperdown Oval last Sunday in a high quality encounter with the strong Southern 
Highlands side. This victory has taken a few years to come around so spirits are high heading into the last two 
rounds. Cricketers’ Club won the flip and batted first and after a slowish start (2-8 off 6 overs) against a very 
accurate bowling attack were soon able to change gear through solid knocks from Joe Scarcella (34*) and Peter 
Rolls (31). Greg Brooks (30*) then came to the wicket and followed them into the shed with his signature ball 
striking that accelerated our run rate, taking pressure off instantly. This is what he does. The back end of the 
innings was fortified by Jim Hadley's sublime 32* and Sittampalam Ragavan’s (‘Raga’) accompanying 23* giving 
the Highlanders requiring a fair shot to pass CCNSW total of 8-170. 

The Southern Highlands boys started well enough, keeping abreast of the 4.25 run rate but little by little CCNSW’s 
accurate bowling saw them gain the upper hand. Southern Highlands were 7-150 off 37 overs with 3 overs to go 
and 21 needed. In the 38th over Hadley  only conceded  2 runs and a wicket and in the 39th over Brooks only 3 runs 
and a wicket . this halted their momentum and the match went into the last over with southern highlands  requiring 
16 runs to win, Raga (2-14) held his nerve in the last over to see us close out the match out and win  by 9 runs 
(with only 6 runs off Raga’s over).  

CCNSW bowling was on display last Sunday and wickets were shared around including Greg (2-32), Jim Hadley 
(2-23), raga (2-14),  Joe  Scarcella (1-18) and Garry James  (1-37) digging deep with a dodgy knee and rewarded 
with a wicket at the games critical turning point. Special mention goes to keeper John Finucane whose skill is quite 
breathtaking at times. He snapped up 3 sharp catches, and a fourth snick, although heard all over the field was 
denied.  Also good catches by Joe Scarcella and Paul Georgiadis and a special one hander by Greg off his own 
bowling in his final over. Joe Scarcella’ all-round performance saw him named MOM on a memorable Sunday at 
Camperdown where Peter Rolls and his merry men were a reminder of how well a team can stick together when it 
matters. 

Special thanks to Carla Stacey (Inner West Council’s ‘Coordinator Sporting Partnerships’) and her lady helpers 
from the Inner West Council for putting on afternoon tea as part of Council’s Seniors’ Festival. Cakes were 
amazing with Joe Scarcella (having the first shift off the field as 12th man) being the only one able to take 
advantage of the Pavlovas as the rest of the team had to bowl and field after tea! 

The Team was (playing 12): - Gerard O’Shea 7, Frank Baliotis 0, Joe Scarcella 34*, Peter Rolls (c) 31, Jim 
Robson 0, Greg Brooks 30* ret not out, Garry James 1, Mick McCormick 5, Jim Hadley 32 * ret not out, John 
Finucane (w) 1, Sittampalam Ragavan, 22* Paul Georgiadis 1 

The Result was: - 

C.C.N.S.W.: - 8-170 (40 overs) (J. Scarcella 34*; J. Hadley 32* ret not out; P. Rolls 31; G. Brooks 30* ret not out) 

Defeated 

Southern Highlands: - 8-161: - (40 overs)  

By 9 runs 

FoW: - 1-6 (F. Baliotis); 2-8 (G. O'Shea); 3-82 (J. Robson); 4-101 (G. James); 5-107 (M. McCormick); 6-108 (J. 
Finucane); 7-161 (P. Georgiadis); 8-163 (P. Rolls) 



The Bowling was: - M.  McCormick 3-0-19-0; P. Georgiadis 5-0-17-0; S. Ragavan 6-0-14-2; G. James 7-0-37-1; J. 
Scarcella 5-1-18-1; J. Hadley 7-0-32-2; G. Brooks 7-1-32-2 

The Fielding was: - 

Stumpings: - Nil 
 
Catches: - 3 to J. Finucane (w); one to each of G. Brooks, P. Georgiadis and J. Scarcella 
 
Run outs: - Nil 
 

Player points (awarded by umpire): - 3 points to J. Scarcella; 2 points to J. Hadley; one point to G. Brooks 

See: https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/sydney-masters-cricket-association/vintage-
summer-202223/vintage/game-centre/43233f7f  

 

VINTAGE ROUND 10  v  CENTRAL COAST AT ROGERS PARK OVAL No 1, WOY WOY ON 
SUNDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2023: REPORT BY PETER ROLLS 

A performance for the ages by the Prez! 

A hot 32°C and humid day with plenty of sunshine and only a slight breeze. No rain in sight or forecast. 

A top of the table clash with the Central Coast only a couple of points behind us and only two losses like us and 
two teams in third and fourth place only a few points further behind. 

The pitch was well grassed but a bit soft in patches where there was no grass after 40mm rain mid-week. Phone 
calls were made by Central Coast reassuring us that the wicket would be ready and covered the night before but 
they failed to inform the groundsman. No covers but luckily no rain overnight and the groundsman had an hour to 
prepare. Luckily there was a game played on the same wicket on the Saturday so it did have some preparation on 
the Friday. Even though the wicket looked dodgier than a vindaloo left out in the sun, the groundsman said 200 
runs were scored on the Saturday and with the current stifling heat and humidity the decision to bat was made after 
winning the toss. 

It was apparent after a few overs that this was going to be a difficult wicket to bat on and we were to be told,  half 
way through the game by a local, that 100 runs is a good score in 40 overs and typical of many Vintage games 
here. CC took advantage of the seam and slow bounce by bowling on a good length and letting the ball do the 
work. As nothing was coming off the bat we had to work the singles and the thick kikuyu outfield meant aerial was 
the only way to get boundaries. 

The CC fielding was sublime when Frank Baliotis (2) smashing a rare loose ball hard to mid-on and was snapped 
up.1-2 off 3 overs. There followed a bizarre run out of John Finucane (4) initially turning back  for a second run 
after his good aerial shot over mid-on but then  deciding not to go, His bat appeared to get stuck in the grass, while 
he was trying to slide it into the crease. 2-16 off 10 overs. 

CC’s fine fielding continued with finger tips scraping the grass diving forward to get Gerry O’Shea (16) cutting a 
short ball that popped on him. 3-26 off 16 overs.  



Peter Rolls (10) and Greg Brooks were starting to get some momentum when Peter flicked a ball hard off his pads 
towards mid-wicket when the 70 yr old CC  Captain Grieg Buscombe stuck his right hand out at full stretch at short 
mid-wicket for it to stick. 4-50 off 25 overs. 

Mick McCormick  (0) tried to go aerial too early off a ball that bounced slowly off the pitch which meant his off drive 
went straight up in the air and was  caught. 5-57 off 26 overs. 

Greg Brooks threw his quality willow at anything slightly full or short for five boundaries including a mighty 6 and 
soon retired not out at 30. A much needed one in the bank with smart aerial play on this “tennis ball” bounce 
wicket. 

Mel Lucas (0) replaced Greg and had no choice but to throw the bat as soon as he entered the fray with only 11 
overs remaining in a fine show of team spirit. A good cut shot but straight to point who held it. 6-71 off 29 overs. 

Ajoy Roy(4) in his first game for 12 months (after having long Covid and other health issues) looked in command 
until a poor umpiring decision had him caught behind hitting the ground with an attempted drive. Even Garry James 
at the non-striker’s end,  saw a 4 inch gap between the bat and ball as it went past the outside edge. 7-76 off 32 
overs. 

Garry James (17) had combined well with Greg Brooks, then Ajoy Roy and then Stuart Ridge until he got one of 
the occasional massive off cutters that skittled his stumps. 8-92 off 37 overs. 

Paul Georgiadis (0) was a gracious team man again (like against Southern Highlands) in throwing his bat at the 
onset and was bowled off the second ball he faced. 9-92 off 37 overs. Paul’s great team spirit allowed the return of 
a recycled Greg Brooks for what would be the finest display of big hitting I have ever seen in Vintage cricket. With 
three overs to go Greg and Stuart ridge put on a show for the last wicket that was cheered every ball. Even when 
Stuart blocked the last ball of an over he got a cheer as we knew Greg would get to face the next over. Over 38 
went for 19 runs; over 39 went for only 3 runs but over 40 went for 18 runs with balls dispatched in all directions for 
a total of 9-133 and a score with “hope” for our bowlers. Greg 64* (including a further two 6s and four 4s) and 
Stuart 10*, both unconquered. 

At tea, a well earned breather for all from the humidity and then we took the field with a spring in our step with the 
wicket still doing a bit. CC needing 3.3 per over. 

Stuart Ridge  fresh from representing Australia in Overs 60’s ODI tournament in Barbados (and voted the second 
MVP for the tournament) was on song (even though congested with a cold from the flight back) and picked up our 
first wicket in his second over courtesy of a stunning reflex one handed catch at first slip by Greg Brooks when the 
ball was edged between keeper and first slip. 1-6 off 3 overs. 

Paul Georgiadis opened at the other end and bowled a good line and length except for the odd short ball which CC 
pounced on as they knew they would get nothing from Stuart who took our second wicket in his fourth over bowling 
their number 3 with an in-swinger. 2-18 off 7 overs. 

Both Stuart and Paul bowled only 4 of their max 7 overs due to the humidity and saving them for later. Greg Brooks 
replaced Stuart Ridge and kept it tight with a great line and length and Garry James  came on after Paul 
Georgiadis to great effect with two wickets in his first over (one bowled and one caught Ridge at cover). Wickets 3 
and 4 for 33 off 10 overs. 

Garry James then bowled their dangerous swinging left handed opener on 20 with an ‘offie’ he pushed through 
quicker. 5-40 off 14 overs. 



Greg Brook’s fine spell was rewarded in his fifth over with an lbw. 6-48 off 17 overs. He was rewarded again in his 
sixth and seventh overs with a wicket in each (bowled middle peg and caught by a superb outstretched one 
handed grab from a snick by keeper John Finucane). 8-57 off 21 overs. 

Then in the next 12 overs, a partnership developed between their numbers 6 and 10. Our fielders were throwing 
their bodies around like Greco-Roman wrestlers (which is not easy at our age) but Frank Baliotis, Gerard O’Shea 
and Mel Lucas saved many runs with their acrobatics. This CC partnership got them to 100 in the thirty third over 
by smart cricket just waiting for the odd loose ball from Mick McCormick, Gerard O’Shea and Ajoy Roy  who all put 
in sterling efforts under tense pressure. Even Stuart Ridge came back for one over to try to get a break through. 
Hopes were fading with only 35 runs required off 7 overs. (5 per over). 

Enter partnership breaker Paul Georgiadis and in his second returning over, he had their number 10 hole out to 
Stuart Ridge at mid-wicket with a good and important catch. 9-100 off 33 overs. 

The CC number 11 could also hold a bat and was feeding the strike to their number 6 who had reached 30 but 
continued batting as the last wicket was in. Over 34 went for 5 runs; over 35 went for 3; over 36 went for 5. 

Stuart Ridge returned for over 37 and on his second ball CC number 6 made a strong cut shot that flew behind 
square.  Greg Brooks fielding at deep fly slip, launched like NASA, diving to his right to take a spectacular one 
handed catch to win us the game. Euphoria erupted from the team with hugs to Greg, lifting him off the ground 
which is some feat for this massive man. 

A win by 18 runs but it felt like a win by one run so the beers went down well with Greg the stand out man of the 
match winner with 64* not out, 3 wickets and 2 excellent catches to get a bottle of red he knows his wife will love. 
(Ed note: Greg is a teetotaler) An individual performance I have not seen before in Vintage cricket but still also ten 
other players that all contributed in different ways to make this a special team effort.  

A tough final match against Northern Stars on Sunday 12 March to finish the season. Let’s hope we can all put in a 
big effort to finish on a high to stay on top with what has already been a special season of good sportsmanship and 
fun camaraderie. 

The Team was: -  Frank Baliotis 2, Gerard O’Shea 16, John Finucane (w) 4 , Peter  Rolls (c) 10, Greg Brooks 64*, 
Mick McCormick 0, Garry James 17, Mel Lucas 0, Ajoy Roy 4, Stuart Ridge 10*, Paul Georgiadis 0 

The Result was:  

C.C.N.S.W.: - 9-133 (40 overs) (G. Brooks 64*) 

Defeated 

Central Coast: - 10-115 (37.2 overs) (S Ridge 3-8; G. James 3-9; G. Brooks 3-21) 

By 18 runs 

FoW: - 1-2 (F. Baliotis); 2-16 (J. Finucane); 3-26 (G. O'Shea); 4-50 (P. Rolls); 5-57 (M. McCormick); 6-72 (M. 
Lucas); 7-76 (A. Roy); 8-92 (G. James); 9-92 (P. Georgiadis). 

The Bowling was: - S. Ridge 5.2-1-8-3; P. Georgiadis 7-0-33-1; G. Brooks 7-1-21-3; G. James 7-3-6-3; G. O’Shea 
5-0-15-0; M. McCormick 2-0-14-0; A. Roy 4-0-14-0 

The Fielding was: - 

Stumpings: - Nil 



 
Catches: - 2 to G. Brooks; 2 to S. Ridge and one to J. Finucane (w) 
 
Run outs: - Nil 
 

Player points (awarded by umpire): - 3 points to G. Brooks; 2 points to S. Ridge; one point to G. James 

See: https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/sydney-masters-cricket-association/vintage-summer-
202223/vintage/game-centre/f8494563  

VINTAGE ROUND 11 v NORTHERN STARS AT CAMPERDOWN OVAL, CAMPERDOWN 
ON SUNDAY 1 2 MARCH 2023 

CCNSW won by forfeit and also won the Premiership 

 

 


