CRICKETERS CLUB OF NSW
S.E. ASIA TOUR

&3

1991

HONG KONG BANGKOK KUALA LUMPUR

JOHORE BAHRU SINGAPORE



FOREWORD

he last thirty years have seen many changes in the cricket world, not

the least being the opportunity afforded to young and not so young
cricketers to travel the world where such exploits were previously the sole
preserve of members of Australia’s international team.

Today, overseas tours by private cricket organisations provide the
opportunity for so many more players to enjoy the rich experiences,
cricketing and otherwise, that such tours provide.

The Cricketers Club of New South Wales, our vibrant but at the same
time relaxing cricket and social oasis in the business heart of Sydney, has
more than played its part in achieving this happy state of affairs. I have no
doubt that this year’s tour will emulate the conspicuous success, both on
and off the field, of the Club’s previous tour to Fiji in 1989 and will be a
forerunner to further tours already being planned.

Cricket, by its very nature, affords ample opportunity for close social
contact between the participants, and so much the better when one’s
opponents are from the leading cricket clubs of our near and dear neighbours
Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore. And it is the fellowship
that flows from this contact that reinforces one's view that cricket must
continue to be played in the right spirit by people who are willing to strive
to their utmost to ensure that this aspect of the game is eternally preserved
against ever mounting pressures.

It is this spirit that attracts people like the Cricketers Club of New South
Wales to make such tours and the game is indebted to them and to our Asian
hosts for featuring this approach so prominently.

It is with no small measure of jealousy that I note the Club’s magnificent
itinerary, but I am comforted by the tought that no cricketer could feel
otherwise when savouring such a tour.

How fortunate I have been to have managed the Australian team on tours
of New Zealand in 1982, India in 1986 (the tied test), India and Pakistan
for the World Cup in 1987 (a happy win!) and India in 1989. But I have also
had the good fortune to have played in Singapore with the Club’s brother
organisation, the Australian Old Collegians Cricket Association, and in the
light of that happy experience (which I know will be no different in the
other venues) and with some knowledge therefore of what is in store for
our tourists, it seems superfluous to wish Captain Joff Johnson, all players,
officials and supporters an enjoyable tour, good fellowship and good cricket.
But this I do in the confident expectation that all will be achieved without
difficulty.

Alan Crompton

Vice-President, Cricketers Club of NSW.
Chairman, NSW Cricket Board

Director, Australian Cricket Board.
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HISTORY OF THE
CRICKETERS CLUB XI

By award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard

he idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894

when it was suggested that the New South Wales Cricket Association
combine with the controlling bodies in cycling, swimming, rugby and
athletics to form a sports club.

Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-
committee to enquire into the possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the
association. This committee’s recommendation that the association make
an arrangement with the Commercial Travellers’ Club in Pitt Street to use
their premises was rejected.

The Cricketers’ Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed
at a NSWCA meeting, but it was not until 1936 that the association decided
to build a club in its new building in George Street.

The prominent solicitor Syd Webb, who had handled the purchase of
the six-storey building in George Street for £54,803 drafted a constitution
for the Cricketers’ Club in August, 1938, and the club was registered as a
company on 11 September, 1939, eight days after the outbreak of World
War II.

From the start the Cricketers’ Club membership strongly supported the
development of cricket. Two cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket
House for members to practice during lunch hours and these nets remained
in operation until 1953.

Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick batsman
Jack Chegwyn aware of big possibilities for country tours by teams of leading
players from the State’s representative sides.

Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century
in his five matches for New South Wales between 1940 and 1942, became
a sporting legend for the pioneering work he did in the bush with teams
selected at the Cricketers’ Club.

Typical of his enterprise was the tour he undertook to Goondiwindi in
April, 1941. Fielding a team that included Test stars Arthur Morris, Sid
Barnes, Colin McCool, and Bill O’Reilly, Chegwyn led his lads to victory
over Croppa Creek at Warrana on 11 April, 1941, and over a Goondiwindi
and District XI on 12 and 13 April.

The ever-confident Sid Barnes backed himself to score a century in both
these matches but for once in his career his bet failed. Barnes was clean-
bowled for 1 at Croppa Creek and for 25 and 32 at Goondiwindi. Cec Pepper,
on leave from his duties with a Commando unit, topscored for Chegwyn'’s
team with a knock of 72 at Goondiwindi and also starred with the ball, taking
7 for 6 and 7 for 20 in Goondiwindi’s two innings.
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By 1942 the Cricketers’ Club had made such dramatic progress that most
Sydney grade cricketers were members and at the end of that year the club
made a £1000 loan to the NSWCA to help the association continue operating
at a time when it had no income from Test or Sheffield Shield cricket.

After the war the club became the venue for boisterous after-the-match
debates following each Saturday’s play in district grade competitions. Major
cricket dinners were held there, including testimonials for Syd Smith, who
spent 70 vears in cricket administration, and reunions for the Australian
Services team and Don Bradman's 1948 side to England.

The Cricketers’ Club entered a side in the City & Suburban competition
in 1959, and since moving to Barrack Street in 1981 has continued to play
regularly in that competition. Over the years many brilliant players have
appeared for the club, including Keith Miller, Arthur Morris, Billy Watson,
Geoff Lawson, Greg Matthews, Allan Turner, and Mike Whitney.

Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the club introduced a rule
automatically granting membership to Australian Test players. The England
and Australian teams in the 1988 Bicentenary match in Sydney played for
a trophy donated by the Cricketers’ Club.

Cricketers’ Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City
and Suburban competition for 20 years. The club made a one-week visit
to Fiji in 1989 but the current 18-day tour involving matches in Hong Kong,
Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Johore and Singapore, is by far its most ambitious
overseas venture.

* Jack Pollard is the author of 12 outstanding cricket books, including the recently-published

five-volume history of Australian cricket, hailed by Sir Donald Bradman as books no cricket-
lover should miss.

CRICKETERS CLUB or NEW SOUTH WALES

1st Fir. Commonwealth Bank Building Phone: Members 267 5861
11 Barrack St., Sydney, NSW. 2000. Office 267 5838
Fax: 290 3938

RECIPROCAL CLUBS

HONG KONG CRICKET CLUB HONG KONG FOOTBALL CLUB
137 WONG NA| CHUNG GAP ROAD SPORTS ROAD, HAPPY VALLEY
HONG HONG HONG KONG

PH; 5-747023 PH: 5-778928

ROYAL SELANGOR CLUB SINGAPORE CRICKET CLUB
KUALA LUMPUR CONNAUGHT DRIVE
MALAYSIA SINGAPORE

CALCUTTA CRICKET & FOOTBALL CLUB THE CRICKET CLUB OF INDIA
19/1 GURUSADAY ROAD BRADBOURNE STADIUM
BALLYSUNGE DINSHAW WACHHA ROAD
CALCUTTA, INDIA BOMBAY INDIA 400 020
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QUIZ QUESTIONS

1.  Who was the last man to play 1st Class cricket with a wooden leg?

2. Which county championship matched featured:
a. two pairs of twins opening the batting in opposition to each other;
b. father and son & father and son.

3. Can you name eleven 1st Class cricketers who've ‘done time’?

4. If you find 3 a little difficult, which Test Cricketer was hanged for the
murder of his wife? (Wisden won't help - it claims he ‘‘passed away’".)

5. a. Which ex-Test cricketer died of a heart attack while batting?
b. How would you enter the fact in the scorebook?

6. Bacchus. Which (Test) cricketers when drunk:-
a. scored a hundred before lunch at Lord’s?
b. allowed 8 byes in the Gents v. Players match at Lord’s before
realising that the game had started?
c. watered the Sheffield wicket during the luncheon interval?

7. Can you name a Test XI who've committed suicide?

SHEFFIELD

Lightweight model, all leather upper, rubber pimple sole — superb value -
available at all leading sports stores.

PUMA CRICKET SHOES

THE TOP BRAND WORN BY THE TOP CRICKETERS \{

pr!

The competitive sports company.
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HONG KONG CRICKET

n episode in Hong Kong’s history is one of the most dramatic in the

history of cricket. Seventy (70) years ago an entire representative team
was lost. The Hong Kong Cricket Club, formed in 1851, had formed the
enterprising habit of having a fixture with Shanghai Cricket Club, 800 miles
to the North. Indeed, the length of time Hong Kong has been touring overseas
is a distinctive feature in its history, for in 1867, Hong Kong first travelled
to Shanghai in return for Shanghai’s first visit the year before. These efforts
were apparently too exhaustive. It was 12 years before this remarkable series
of inter-port fixtures was resumed. Soon afterwards in 1882, one of the best
all-rounders in the Army stationed in Hong Kong, Capt. J. Dunn, who had
scored nearly 3,000 runs in a previous season, was the Captain of the team
of 13 touring Shanghai. After having been seen off by their hosts, the Hong
Kong team on the P. & O. Steamer, Bokhara, ran quickly into a typhoon.
Mountainous seas rolling the ship over so far so many times extinguished
the engine-room fires; without power the ship drifted towards the Pescadores
Archipelago near Formosa and onto the deserted Sand Island. It struck at
midnight, sinking immediately. A total of 125 were drowned, all except
twenty-one personnel and two passengers; these were two of the team. The
Bokhara's end in the China Sea nearly eliminated cricket in Hong Kong at
a stage when it had just progressed with a fortnight’s festival for the three
representative teams of Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, and Hong Kong.
Although Hong Kong lost in 1891 to both visiting teams, the arranging of
this confluence in Hong Kong was a triumph for the Hong Kong Club where
the Services, Armed and Civil, had inaugurated the game. Despite the
preponderence of bare, rocky hills, Hong Kong has some fine grounds
maintained by Chinese who have not, however, absorbed the game except
for providing useful net bowling. The main ground, that of the Premier Club
in this Colony, the Hong Kong C.C. was in the City’s centre near the Law
Courts on land reclaimed from the seafront near the harbour.

1959 saw another impressive confluence in Hong Kong with Bangkok
and Malaya as visitors. Hong Kong defeated Bangkok, but Malaya beat Hong
Kong from the extraordinary position of needing 91 to do so when the last
Malayan batsman went in.

Since then, more cricket visitors have gone to Kong Kong than any other
distant part. Only a summary can be given of considerable activity in recent
years. In 1964, M.CC. played two matches, G. Boycott making a hundred.
So did Worcestershire, TW. Graveney making two hundreds. EW. Swanton’s
side during a highly successful tour of the Far East in 1964, played two
matches; G. St.A. Sobers and S. Nurse each scored centuries. A couple of
matches was often the visiting pattern, one at Hong Kong, the other at
Kowloon. An International XI under M.]. Stewart in 1968 followed, and then
M.LC.C. under A.R. Lewis in 1970. B. Kwong Wo, son of the groundsman in
the centre of the City and one of the few Chinese to play representative
cricket, as a spin bowler, took four wickets and made the highest score in
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addition to fielding brilliantly.

Inter-port fixtures with Shanghai from 1866 ended in 1948; they are
now with Malaysia and Singapore. In 1963, through a hundred by Shroff,
Hong Kong beat Malaysia for the first time in 30 years. Playing Singapore
in 1973, Hong Kong, won comfortably through Kwong Wo's eight for thirty-
six. The same year they were beaten by Hydrabad Blues, captained by M.L.
Jaisimha and including other test players. Hong Kong, with English,
Australian, Chinese, Indian, West Indian and Singalese elements, was now
very transitory, a factor which prevented its qualifying by residence for the
I.C.C. Associated Members’ competition in 1979 in England. Hong Kong had
become an associate member in 1969. In 1973, the Midland Club Cricket
Conference on tour narrowly defeated Hong Kong. M.C.C. under M.H.
Denness had easy wins in 1975 in two single day matches (hundreds by
K.W.R. Fletcher and D.L. Amiss) playing one of the final games on the main
gnround, Chater Road, where the premier club, Hong Kong C.C. were
eventually overwhelmed on three sides by two skyscraper Banks, the
Supreme Court, and the Hong Kong Hilton, leaving but one side open for
views of trams. The Government would not renew the lease of the world’s
most valuable cricket ground which had been reclaimed from the sea. Flat
space being coveted above all else, after 155 years’ use, the Chater Road
ground was abandoned for Wong Nei Chong, a river valley filled in among
the hills with an imposing view between them from the new pavillion
towards the harbour.

The second major club, Kowloon, founded in 1904, has been on its
present ground at Cox’s Road since then.

Hong Kong, with a side all European but for one Indian, toured England
for the first time in 1976 playing Clubs and an M.C.C. side in eleven matches
drawing eight and losing three. They toured again in 1978 without winning
and they also made the first tour to Japan for sixty (60) years playing two
matches on Japan’s only ground, Yokohama Athletic and Cricket Club,
winning narrowly. Meanwhile, Hong Kong has difficulty in accommodating
they many teams keen to visit them.”

In 1979 Hong Kong toured East Australia, and Malaysia visited for a high
scoring drawn match. Later, Papua New Guinea toured with mixed success.
In 1982 Hong Kong finished half way within their I.C.C. Trophy Group and
managed to draw against M.C.C. The first South East Asian Cup Tournament
resulted in 1984 in a narrow win for the hosts, Bangladesh, against the other
finalist, Hong Kong; losing participants were Singapore and Malaysia.
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THAILAND CRICKET

Matches with Hong Kong, and periodically with Kowloon C.C., took
place in the last century and still do so in this. At the Royal Bangkok
Sports Club (given regal patronage although the Kings and Princes of Siam,
despite being educated mostly in England, have not been known to take
successfully to this game), some distinguished cricketers have been seen.
E.W. Swanton’s XI won comfortably in 1964, as did Worcestershire in 1965,
B.L. d’Oliveira making one of his ubiquitous centuries. The Cricket Club
of India toured Thailand the following year and in 1968 the International
XI under M.]. Stewart played in a drawn match. Centuries by G. Boycott
and A. Jones in an opening partnership for the 1970 M.C.C. team under A.R.
Lewis were too much by far for the Royal Bangkok Sports Club which
concentrates on swimming, golf and racing. The sports editor of the Bangkok
Post, Anton Pereira from Ceylon, has kept this outpost’s cricket going. M.CC.
in 1981 managed by J.A. Bailey won comfortably.

Extract from Barclays World of Cricket Editor EW. Swanton

HARVEY WORLD TRAVEL
NTH RICHMOND

IS proud to be associated with organising the
Cricketers Ciub Tour to Asia 1991

For all your travel needs, Domestic and International
ring your fellow Club Member — Frank Crowe
(045) 71 3388

HARVEY WORLD TRAVEL

“The Travel Professionals’

L. No
TA
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PLAYERS

JOHN RUSSELL (Manager)

Age 60 - Retired

Playing career was limited through injury. Became secretary to St George
Club in 1986, is Honorary Secretary to N.SW. ].C.U., and a member of the
Committee of New South Wales Youth Cricket. Managed the N.SW. Under
17 team from 1985 to 1989, and currently secretary for Australian Cricket
Board Under 19 Cricket Championship.

JOFF JOHNSON (Captain and Tour Selector)

Age 41 - Computer Systems Analyst

Left hand bat and military medium right arm bowler. Used to be in
Australian Army and represented Australian Combined Services 1975-1984.
Also palyed for Cambridgeshire in 1977 The current Captain of the
Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales. Career highlights include scores of
96 for Combined Services against N.SW.C.A. and 98 for Cambridgeshire
v Cambridge University at Fenners. Also scored 158 in the ‘‘backyard at
mum'’s’’ for Australia v England 1958/9, but England were a poor team that
year!

DENNIS CAMERON (Tour Selector)

Age 37 - Assistant Supervisor Security at Uni. of New South Wales
Left hand bat; right hand slow/medium bowler. Other sports: baseball.
Currently plays for Waverley Club and captains Fourth Grade. Formerly
played for the St. George Club. Usually opens the batting; while a strong
driver, shows a preference for backfoot play. Steady bowler and close to the
wicket fielder. Has played several seasons with the C.C. of N.S.W,

DAVID COSTIGAN

Age 20 - G.1.O. Insurance Officer

The youngest and smallest member of the party. Left hand opening bat and
occasional slow left arm bowler. Highest score 105. Has played 5 years grade
cricket for St. George Club. Other interests include Australian Rules Football
where he also represents St. George and has played 1st Grade.

FRANK CROWE

Age 37 - Travel Agent

Left hand opening bat and good outfielder. Used to play a lot of
representative cricket in country New South Wales, and nearly selected
against the West Indies during their 1975-76 tour for Northern N.SW. In
retrospect, not too unhappy to avoid facing Andy Roberts and Michael
Holding in their prime! A regular player with the Cricketers’ Club for the
last 8 years.
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KEITH ELLOY (Tour Selector)
Age 41 - Export Meat Sales Director

Right hand bat. Used to bowl right arm medium swing. Played representative
cricket for Singapore between age 16-19. Came to Australia in 1971 and has
thereafter played for the Cricketers’ Club; currently an opening bat. Can
keep wicket.

NICK FALLOON
Age 33 - Finance Director Nine Network

Right hand opening bat and occasional slow left arm bowler. A Kiwi who
has lived in Australia for over 10 years. Represented New Zealand
Universities. Used to play grade cricket for the Gordon Club but has played
regularly for the Cricketers’ Club for the past few years. Can very rarely be
persuaded to bowl these days!

STUART FOWLER

Age 29 - Company Director

Right hand bat and medium fast bowler. Was selected for the Australian
Under 21s, and is currently Captain of Guildford A Grade team, which won
the premiership of their competition in 1989. As well as cricket, interested
in fishing and tennis.

JOHN GARLICK
Age 36 - Health Management Consultant

Right hand bat and medium fast bowler. Used to play grade in Adelaide
as an opening bat. Joined the Cricketers’ Club in 1986 and has since
concentrated on his bowling. Career highest score made while suffering
a massive hangover but now reserves his drinking until after the game.

ADRIAN HAWKES

Age 43 - Solicitor

Medium pace seam and swing bowler and lower order bat. Has played most
of his cricket in the U.K., where he has taken over one thousand wickets
(including four hat tricks). Has played and watched cricket in Europe, North
America, South America, India, Pakistan, Fiji and New Zealand. Met his
wife on a cricket tour of Australia, and has since emigrated here.

RON HOLMES

Late 40's - Qantas employee

Wicket keeper and occasional bat. Represented Manly/Warringah in both
cricket and hockey (first grade) in the 1970s and 80s. Holds the Manly Club’s
all time record for wicket keeping dismissals in both second and third grade.
Has played for the Cricketers’ Club over the past seasons. Former President
of the Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales from 1981 to 1988 and made
a life member in 1989.
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RON HOLMES (continued)

Has skippered and managed the Qantas cricket team to all parts of the world
including unlikely places such as Bahrain, Athens, Manilla, Toronto,
Glasgow and Port Moresby. Currently planning a tour to South America.
He is looking forward to returning to Asian parts, where he had a most
enjoyable season with the United World College in Singapore, and
remembers in particular keeping to their legendary spinner, Tom Seal
(wasn't as difficult as keeping up with the skipper after the match!).

NOEL MOIG

Age 41 - Proprietor of Noel Moig Agencies

Right hand bat and occasional off-spinner. A reliable batsman and an
excellent runner between wickets, and a good fielder. Formerly played in
Rhodesia. Since moving to Sydney has played several seasons with the
Waverley Club. Now is a strong supporter of the Cricketers’ Club.

GRAHAM NILAND

Age 41 - Flight Steward with Qantas

Right hand middle order bat; right hand slow/medium off break bowler.
Used to play Grade with Sydney Cricket Club for five years, but has played
last 4 seasons with the Cricketers’ Club. Regular world tourist with Qantas
team, and has played on several Test grounds. Career highlight probably
playing at Lords v Cross Arrows.

STUART RIDGE

Age 29 - Systems Analyst with Qantas

Right arm medium pace bowler and lower order bat. Gained ‘‘blues’’ for
both soccer and cricket at Oxford University. Represented Buckinghamshire
at all levels including the Minor Counties championship, and played Club
cricket mainly with Uxbridge C.C. in Thames Valley League. Came to Aus-
tralia in 1987 and currently playing lower grades for Randwick and Waverley.

HARRY SOLOMONS

Age 43 - Cricket and Sport Shop Proprietor

Left hand bat. Used to bowl right arm fast, but now an ocasional bowler.
Played early cricket in Sri Lanka, representing Sri Lankan school boys and
first grade club cricket. Has spent last 18 years in Australia and is currently
a Vice President of both Sutherland and Wests. Highest score (in Sri L anka)
187; (in Australia) 122. Sponsors several young cricketers at Grade and State
level such as Greg Mathews.

WAYNE WALTERS

Age 28 - Mechanical Engineer with Qantas

Left hand bat and right arm medium pace bowler. Used to play for Dapto
in the Illawarra League, and represented the Illawarra District. A seasoned
tourist, who has toured the world with the Qantas Cricket team. Currently
playing grade with Waverley. A genuine all rounder. His ambition is to hit

the ball and the bars!
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GARRY WINNEY
Age 39 - Computer Systems Examiner in Auditor General’s Office

Right hand middle order bat and off-spin bowler. Played for St George,
captaining the Fourth XI for the last 3 years. Starting to feel his age with
all the young players. Toured Fiji with Cricketers’ Club in 1989. Also enjoys
all ball sports and in particular baseball and golf.

IAN WRIGHT

Age 33 - Bank Officer

Used to play as right hand bat and right arm slow bowler for Meadowbank
in the Northern Districts competition until the early 80s and occasionally
for Macquarie University in Shire cricket. Has taken up umpiring in grade
cricket for the past 6-7 years, and toured England as an Umpire with
Macquarie University in 1990. His most memorable moment to date is the
response of Mike Whitney to being no balled! Coming on this tour as
Umpire, but hopes to play a game.

TIM WADE

Age 31 - Lawyer/Accountant

Right hand bat and occasional medium paced bowler. Currently plays with
St. Andrews C.C. in Melbourne South District League. Captained Singapore
C.C. in 1989 and capped for Singapore v Malaysia.

THE CHAMPION CHOICE

B |
GM GUNN & MOORE BATS

GUNN & MCOORE

'

MAESTRO HARROW

The best quality English Willow, with

the unique contoured edge for extra E
thickness at the sweetspot. Very light

pick up. Available Short Handle,

Long Handle, Harrow, Size 6.

SHORT/LONG HANDLF

11 k1
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DETAILS OF FIXTURES

HONG KONG
Tue 02 Apr Defence Club XI 40 overs; T.B.A.
13.00 hrs Astro Turf
Wed 03 Apr Hong Kong C.C. 40 overs; 137 Wong Nei
13.00 hrs Turf Chong Gap Road
(Old Peak Road)
Tel: 574 6266
Thu 04 Apr Kowloon CC. 40 overs; 10 Cox’s Road
13.30 hrs Turf Tel: 367 4141/2
BANGKOK
Sun 07 Apr Royal Bangkok 50 overs; The Polo Club
Sports Club XI Turf Tel: 02 251 0181

10.30°hrs - pyALA LUMPUR
Wed 10 Apr Royal Selangor C.C. 50 overs; Royal Selangor Club
10.30 hrs Turf Tel: 03 292 7166
SINGAPORE
Fri 12 Apr  Johore Cricket Council 50 overs; Johore Cultural &
President’s XI Matting Sports Club,
10.30 hrs Jalan Sangaicat.
Johore Bahru
Tel: 07 222 808
Sat 13 Apr  Singapore C.C. 40 overs;  The Padang,
13.00 hrs Turf Connaught Road
Tel: 338 9271
Sun 14 Apr United World College 50 overs; Dover Road,
XI Astro Turf Singapore
10.30 hrs Tel: 775 5344

County

A Symbol of Quality
COUNTY SPORTS is proud to be Australian.

Page 12

S.E. ASIA TOUR 1991




HOTELS

Sun 31 Mar - Thur 04 Apr

Hong Kong - Empress Hotel,
17-19 Chatham Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong
ISD Code (852) Tel: 03 266 0211 Fax: 03 721 8168

Fri 05 Apr - Mon 08 Apr

Bangkok - Mandarin Oriental Hotel,
622 Rama IV Road, Samyan, Bangkok
ISD Code (66) Tel: 02 233 4980, 02 341 3909 Fax: 02 237 1620

Tue 09 Apr - Wed 10 Apr

Kuala Lumpur - The Holiday Inn On The Park,
Jalan Penang 50450, Kuala Lumpur
ISD Code (60) Tel: 03 248 1066 Fax: 03 243 5930

Thur 11 Apr - Mon 15 Apr

Singapore — The Ming Court Hotel,
1 Tanglan Road, Singapore 1024
ISD Code (65) Tel: 737 1133 Fax: 733 0242

STICK TO REGULATION

KOOKABURRAYS

Kookaburra Products available at Kingsgrove Sports Centre

With Compliments
for Exotic Sri Lankan & Indian Curries

P2 2
Mahﬁa] aRe-:staun:mt

540 King Georges Road, Beverley Hills - Phone 57 2190
BHEN Come Hungry - BY.O. - No Corkage

Tues to Sun from 6 p.m. TAKE AWAY MEALS Your Host

(Fully Air Conditioned) Mark Solomons
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MALAYSIAN CRICKET

alaya and Hong Kong have known cricket for the same period - to

within a year. The earliest recorded match in Malaya was in 1855 -
in Singapore. European planters, Colonial servants and members of the
Forces supplied the driving force and technical skill, which, by 1900, had
been taken up capably in both organizations and played by a large fixed
population, notably Singalese, Eurasians, Indians (in themselves Sikhs and
Tamils) and Chinese. Malaya has been fortunate in its size permitting
spacious grounds not restricted by the need to locate them in valleys and
jungle clearings. It has also benefited in a cricket sense from its division
into natural competitive areas: and it has been specially favoured by
proximity to other keen cricketing countries. The grounds at Singapore,
Kaula Lumpur, Ipoh and Penang looked after by Malayans or Indians, are
first class, with imposing pavilions. With so much rainfall, the wickets are
of matting, except on the main grounds where grass has been tamed.

The standard is difficult to assess; it can perhaps be judged best by
performance of established visiting teams, such as W.A. Oldfield’s XI in
1927 which despite W.M. Woodfall, C.G. Macartney, S.C. Everett, T.J.E.
Andrews and E.R. Mayne, was defeated at Kuala Lumpur. In 1909 five (5)
Australians, M.A. Noble, F. Laver, W. Armstrong, A.J. Hopkins and A. Cotter
had had an easier time, but there had been much development beyond the
European opposition since then. With the addition of Singalese and Indians,
the all Malayan side of 1937, held to a good draw Sir Julien Cahn’s XI . Perak
and Penang also managed to make draws. After these feats, it was surprising
that, a year later, all parts of Malaya found Ceylon too strong. Singapore,
even so, was beaten by the Federated Malay States. The explanation was that
the Asiatic standard particular of Singalese immigrants, had reached a
higher level quicker than had been expected. There are high class Indian
players in Malaya; next in ability after them and the Europeans, Eurasians
and Singalese come the Chinese. They out-number the Malay who, however,
show promise.

Despite the Japanese occupation’s ruinous effect on players and grounds,
cricket revived quickly after the war. It's administration became more
comprehensive; pre-war objections to a broader basis evaporated. In 1948
the Malayan Cricket Association was established. Cricket continued during
the emergency with provincial life menaced by guerilla warfare. Malayan
cricket continues to be vigorous. In 1957, Brigd. M.A. Green took Malaya
to Hong Kong in the inter-port fixture of 67 years’ standing and won
emphatically. But perspective was, as it had been 20 years earlier, again
restored, at least in the estimation of their nearest competitors, Ceylon by
their touring Malaya in 1958 and again leaving unbeaten. More surprisingly,
and more disappointing, was the fact that in a 1959 tour by the Emu Club
of New South Wales junior players no Malayan side won.
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In 1959, Australia, enroute to India under R. Benaud, played against
Malaya. In 1963, the Malaysian Cricket Association was established, Saba
and Sarawak affiliating, Singapore going its own way in 1965 but still playing
(by invitation) in Malaysia’s Inter-State Competition. British North Borneo’s
first cricket was after 1918. English residents, supplemented by Australians
and Chinese, were hard to beat on the grounds at Jesselton and Sandakan.
As Saba, on its first appearance in the Malaysia Inter-State Competition in
1969, it lost narrowly to Perak in the semi-final. In 1971 Hong Kong defeated
Saba. To encourage the New Federation of Malaysia, EW. Swanton’s side
in 1964 played at Penang, Singapore and Kuala Lumpur, the last named
ground seeing the first appearance of an all Malaysian National XI (against
which G. St. A Sobers had five wickets in five balls but made only nought
and one). In matches with the Malaysia Cricket Association President’s XI
(at Singapore, still in the Federation) the Nawab scored a century but Dr.
A.E. Delikan, a Singalese from Penang took seven wickets; Sobers made
a hundred at Kuala Lumpur where the Victorian Oriental style of
Government buildings and their tall clock towers dominates the Capital’s
individualistic ground.

Succeeding tours were by Worcestershire, the Cricket Club of India, an
International XI under M.]. Stewart, Hyderabad Blues (including Indian test
players) and the 1970 M.C.C. side under A.R. Lewis (G. Boycott making two
hundreds). The Malaysian side toured Ceylon in 1972. It lost four and drew
one of the five (5) matches. Elected as an associated member of the
International Cricket Conference in 1967, Malaysia played in the I.C.C. Trophy
Competition in 1979 but finished bottom of Group Il without winning any
matches.

As in 1979, success eluded them in the 1982 1.C.C. Competition although
coming within two runs of beating Bangladesh. They withdrew from the
1984 South East Asia Tournament three days beforehand.

Confidently into the 90’s

THE BEST HAT TRICK IN CRICKET

S.E. ASIA TOUR 1991 Page 15



SINGAPORE CRICKET

ricket has been played in Singapore for well over a century. The game

was mentioned in records as far back as 1837 when Sunday cricket in
Singapore was disallowed in response to a protest. The next surviving report
is a newspaper account of a match being played between Singaporeans and
the “‘Dido’’. The first fully recorded match was played on 14 October 1852
under the title of ““The picked XI vs The Club’ (Singapore Cricket Club)
between six on one side and nine on the other. The picked lot made eleven
in the first innings and one in the second. The Club scored fourteen and
twelve.

The 1890s saw the beginning of inter-state cricket and also tours to Hong
Kong, Shanghai, Ceylon and Batavia in which Singapore contributed many
players to the Straits Settlements Team (Singapore, Penang, Malacca), which
usually gave a good account of itself. For instance, in 1897 the Straits touring
side defeated a combined Hong Kong and Shanghai team by an innings and
231 runs.

In 1927 C.G. McCartney’s Australian team including such stars as W.A.
Oldfield, W.M. Woodfull, E.R. Mayne, R. Bardsley, T.]. Andrews and S.C.
Everett, played nine matches in Malaya, winning five, drawing three and
Tosing one. After two games on the Singapore Padang in which first the
Singapore Cricket Club and then the Singapore State side was defeated, a
Malayan side made history by defeating the Australians in Kuala Lumpur
by thirty-nine runs.

Another two international sides visited Singapore before the outbreak
of the Second World War in 1941. In 1937, Sir Julian Cahn, brought out a
team to tour Ceylon and Malaya, comprising Australian, English, New
Zealand and South African Test and County Cricketers. In 1938, Dr. C.H.
Gunasekara led a Ceylon team comprising some All Ceylon players.

Although the Europeans dominated the local cricket scene in the early
days, other communities such as the Ceylonese, Chinese, Euroasians and
Indians, soon took up the game and showed rapid improvement and over
the years have produced several distinguished cricketers in club, inter-state
and other representative fixtures.

Since the Second World War cricket has been widely played in
Singapore. Of significance was the formation in 1949 of the Singapore
Cricket Association to which all the cricket playing clubs are affiliated and
which has successfully organized inter-club tournaments, tours, inter-state
and representative fixtures and made every effort to encourage the young.

In November 1959 the Australian team, led by Ritchie Benaud, enroute
to India, made a stop-over in Singapore and treated 5,000 spectators to
entertaining and instructive cricket in the two matches played there against
the Malayan Cricket Association Presidents XI and Malaya. Since then,
several distinguished teams of cricketers, including XIs led by R.A. Roberts,
E.W. Swanton, Joe Lister and Derrick Robbins, MCC and Indian Test Teams
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and other first class teams from Australia, Ceylon, Great Britain, India and
Jakistan have graced these shores.

Singapore’s first trip to Australia was to Perth, Western Australia in 1967
when seven matches were played (three lost, one won, two drawn, one
abandoned). This was followed by four subsequent trips of Singaporo’s
youngsters to New South Wales, in 1969, 1973 and 1977, where a series of
matches were played against District Teams. In continuation of the efforts
to encourage young cricketers, particularly from the schools, a Singapare
Cricket Association Junior's Team (average age 18 years) was send to Madras
and Bangalore in December 1973.

In the 1970s the number of cricket grounds available in Singapore was
reduced by half following the British pull-out. The British Services had
at one time a dozen teams participating in the Senior and Junior Cricket
Tournaments organized by the Singapore Cricket Association and between
them maintained many well kept grounds in various parts of the Island,
at Tanglin, Neesoon, Gillman Barracks, Ayer Rajah, Changi, Seleter, Tengah,
Sembawang and Woodlands. Currently there are two good turf wickets on
the Singapore Padang, adjacent to the Esplanade in the heart of the Central
Business District and opposite to the City Hall building where the historic
surrender of the Japanese armed forces to the allied ferces under Lord Louis
Mountbatten took place in 1945. The two grounds, maintained and cared
for by the Singapore Cricket Club and Singapore Recreation Club, have been
the main venue of international and representative cricket matches.

inyour
careerin
world class.

GRAY-NICOLLSp=———e
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QUIZ ANSWERS

1.  Col. AC. Johnston for Hants v. Gloucs. in 1919. He got 12 and 36 not
out. He had been third in the first-class averages in 1912, his first full
season, aged 28, played for the Gentlemen v. Players, and made 1000s
of runs in club cricket in the 20s.

2. a) Northants v. Somerset, 1914, at Northampton. ]J.S. and W.H. Durton
for Northants and A.D.E. and A.E.S. Rippon for Somerset. Northants
won by an innings and were quite an entertaining side that year
~ they had been runners-up to Yorkshire in 1912

b) Derby v. Warwick 1922, at Derby. W. Bestwick (46) and R. Bestwick
v. WG. Quaife (50) and Mr. BW. Quaife. So Bernard Quaife could
have changed, eaten and emerged from a different gate to his father,
who would have been with the professionals. (The case was
supposed to have helped in getting things changed, though certain
counties, e.g. Sussex, persisted longer than others such as, curiously,
Yorkshire where the solitary amateur would have got an inferiority
complex had he not been a Yorkshireman).

3. a) W.R. Gilbert of Gloucestershire was a cousin of William Gilbert
Grace and a descendant of Sir Humphry Gilbert, the first Newfie.
He set out to pilfer every single Amateur County dressing-room in
the land, and succeeded but foolishly bragged of it to a friend who
split on him.

b) E.K. Vibart is my weakest choice since he only played for the MCC
against counties although he did tour Argentina as a member of
an MCC team. He would do anything for a bet — nobble horses, jump
off buildings, etc., but was split on by a “‘friend’’ who bet him he
couldn’t locate and pocket the cash-float at a London club, which
he did.

c) Ted Pooley, the great Lancashire and England wicket-keeper of the
70s (1870s, that is), toured Australia with H.H. Stephenson’s side
when all matches were played against odds. He was in the habit
of betting what the next batsman would score, and found plenty
of ready takers among Australians. One match - against a XXII -
when he was not actually playing he got in with the local captain
and bet him that every one of his side would make nought. As if
this were not insulting enough, he made such a killing that the
Aussie handed over the money, and put one on him. Pooley replied
with such heavy interest that he was put inside for Grevious Bodily
Harm and had to be negotiated out in time to catch the boat home.

Also GBH were

d) J. Shilton of Warwicks (1890s) — he might have got away with it if
he hadn’t offered a false identity to the police;
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e) R. Gilchrist, the West Indies fast bowler of the 50s. He found
someone chatting up his wife in their kitchen and stabbed him with
a carving knife; when his wife tried to restrain him, he laid her out
cold with a flat-iron. A delicate relation of weapon to offence; and

f) H.M. Garland-Wells (Cambridge Uni & Surrey);

g) VW.C. Jupp (Sussex, Northants, England) both drove vehicles when
drunk and got involved in accidents in the 1930s

h) Numbers 8, 9 and 10 in the line up, all of whom appeared in the
70s are, we are advised, best left anonymous. Number 8, a Somerset
player, spent time as a guest of Her Majesty for what is generally
referred to by newspapers, and also by the Sun, as a protection
racket;

i) Number 9 of Gloucestershire in the mid 70s was in for some massive
burglary; and

i) Number 10 who played a few games for Yorkshire was allegedly a
more than competent fence.

Our piece de resistance at
k) (or no. 11) is also the answer to the next question.

C. Hylton who toured England with the 1939 West Indian team was
hanged in Kingston jail for the murder of his wife, though Wisden
says he merely ‘‘passed away in Kingston’’

Andy Ducat of Surrey and England (v. Australia 1921) died while
batting in a club game.

Retired dead offends logic and deceased is too prosaic. I rather like
run out.

a) Billy Barnes of Nottingham (v. Australia 21 Tests 1882-90) when
playing for Notts v. M.C.C. He was arraigned on return to the pavilion
and fined on his return to Trent Bridge. This was doubled when
he suggested ‘It might pay the Club to get all their professionals
drunk before the game if it resulted in a century apiece, excepting
Arthur’. Arthur was the great Arthur Shrewsbury who was a
teatotaller and got plenty of centuries anyway. He was so concerned
about his bald head that he used to change with his cap on wearing
it to and from the ground. He eventually shot himself.

b) W.H.V. “Hopper’’ Levett of Kent. He caught C.]. Barnett with a
blinding one-handed leg-side catch off G.O. Allen in Gents v. Players
at Lords 1936. ‘I like to get these games off to a good start’’, he said.
It was then understood why he had ignored the first two balls which
had each gone for 4 byes.

c) Bobbie Peel in August 1897. Lunch was not provided for the
professionals. They went to the beer tent where spectators vied with
each other to buy them pints. In the Yorkshire v. Middlesex game
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of that year a draw looked inevitable, so Peel decided to water the
wicket to make it a little more sporting. Lord Hawke led him from
the field, never to reappear. Considering he had snatched the Ashes
from Australia in the last two series, (at the Oval in 1896 he took
6-23 when Australia needed only 111 to win and at Sydney in 1894
he had taken 6-67 and Australia lost by 10 runs, having scored 586
in the first innings), this seems somewhat harsh, but to be fair to
Lord Hawke - not always easy — he had a big drunkenness problem
with the Yorkshire team. More importantly, he had a young slow
left hander (as Peel was) whom he launched the following season.
He got 145 wickets — Wilfred Rhodes.

By R. Rham, originally published in Demi Johns Newsletter

Slazenger| [Slazenger
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TEST SUICIDES

1. William Henry Scotton - Notts and England, aged 37. Most famous
for his innings of 90 out of 332 in five hours and three quarters for England
v. Australia at the Oval in 1884 - this caused a Tennyson fan to shout , “‘Block
Block Block at the foot of thy wicket, O Scotton.”” His wife, perhaps, was
the cause — she ran off with J. Selby also of Notts. ‘‘Dropped by Notts”’, says
Wisden.

2.  Arthur Shrewsbury - also Notts and England. Too famous to need any
introduction. “A cup of tea at 4 oclock, please, Kirk'’ and he always
contrived to get out by then. Though he tended to take four or five hours
to score a hundred. When Grace was asked to pick a World XI to play Mars,
he said, ‘‘Give me Arthur’’. (The inference being that on a world-class wicket
he would win the toss and would bat for eternity with Arthur.) He was
completely bald, but never exposed his head - on the field he wore a cap,
off the field a bowler hat and in bed, a night-cap. He shot himself on 19
May 1903 aged 47. He shot himself through the mouth because he thought
he was suffering from an incurable disease. He was also depressed because
he had retired from 1st Class cricket the year before and Alfred Shaw, among
others, had been apprehensive of his committing suicide.

3. Andrew Ernest Stoddart - shot himself through the head on 3 April
1915, aged 52. Uppingham, Cambridge and England - he led the 1894-5
tour to Australia, perhaps the best-contested series ever. Also the1897-8 tour
when England got flattened. He also toured the West Indies and America.
He once scored 485 for Hampstead v. Stoics, long a record for club cricket
- until C.]. Eady of Break O'Day, in fact. He got a lot of 1st Class hundreds
for Middlesex (so you've got a 1916 Wisden?) He also represented England
at rugby. Poor finances and health caused his death.

4. Harold Gimblett - died in 1978 aged 64 from melancholia, in a portable
home at Ferndown, Dorset, though he came from the Quantock Hills near
Watchet (His Gimblett eye enables him to watch it.”’) Famous for his first
innings in first class cricket when, having failed his trials, Somerset
suddenly sent across the county for him to play Essex at Frome in May. He
was played for his fielding. In 1935 Somerset only had six professional
players and were usually short of amateurs until the holidays. Had the match
been at Taunton rather than Frome, he probably would not have been
selected. Essex were a formidable side that year beating the champions,
Yorkshire, by an innings and 204, Nichols taking 11 for 54 being *‘altogether
too fast for the champions’’. Gimblett arrived with his trousers wrapped
in brown paper, having hitched a lift with a lorry, 18 years old and sent
in when Somerset had lost 6 for 107. He reached 50 in 28 minutes then
quietened down, ending up with 123 out of 175 in 63 minutes with three
6s and seventeen 4s, the way he flat-batted Nichols’s fastest bumpers over
mid-off and mid-on having the crowd lowing in ecstasy. Opened in five
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Tests and was dropped in favour of Washbrook. How would he have handled
Miller and Lindwall? He became depressed in later years from arthritis. He
died the day before April Fool’s Day from an overdose of sleeping pills,
precisely listed in his suicide note — primarily tuinal and amtripaline - he
was found by his wife, his glasses on, still holding a newspaper, lying on
his back on his bed with his shoes neatly tucked underneath.

5. Sidney George Barnes - NSW and Australia. Died of an overdose of
sleeping pills aged 57. Very strange man but averaged 82.25 for the 1948
Tests in England. When dropped to 12th man by New South Wales, he came
out with the drinks in a lavender grey suit with a carnation carrying the
tray of drinks, a portable wireless, scent-spray and cigars. In one of the 1948
matches Alec Skelding turned down one of Barnes’ persistent appeals. A
dog ran on to the field; Barnes captured it, took it to Skelding and said,
“Now all you need is a white stick.”

6. James Wallace Burke - NSW and Australia, shot himself in 1979 aged
48 when faced with a hip operation that could have stopped him from
playing golf. He also had financial worries. Averaged 33 in Tests but was
dropped five times. Slowest Australian Test century in 10 hours 8 minutes
v. India but scored 100 before lunch at Taunton. A popular man and versatile
musician. Once scored so slowly that he was barracked, ‘‘Burke, I wish you
were a statue and I was a pigeon.” He also bowled off-breaks with an action,
described by Ian Peebles, as looking like a policeman applying his
truncheon to a particularly short offender’s head! During the ‘throwing
series’ of 1958-9, while May was scoring a century, a voice from the Hill
shouted, ‘‘Put Burke on - he can throw straight.”

7. Vincent M. Tancred — Transvaal and South Africa (v. England 1898).
Shot himself in 1904, aged 29, while his brothers A.B. and L.J. were touring
England. Not a lot known about him, but we have a wicket-keeper. However,
he won his sole Test cap as another opening bat when he scored 18 and 7.

8. Major George Aubrey Faulkner - Transvaal and South Africa. Gassed
himself on 10 September 1930, aged 48, at the cricket school he had founded
in London. As his suicide note stated, ‘I am off to another realm via the
bat room.” His school was a highly successful venture, following on a
distinguished Test career: in the war he had won the DSO and the Order
of the Nile (?!) and became a major in the Gunners. He took 6 for 17 v.
England at Lords in 1907 and in Australia in 1910-11 averaged 73.20 in ten
completed innings. He bowled leg-breaks and googlies and had a devastating
quick yorker with no apparent change of action. The all-conquering
Australians of 1921 steam-rollered England and came to Eastbourne on 27
August to play an XI of young men plus Faulkner and A.C. McLaren who
picked and captained them. They were all out for 43 and the Australians
got 174. Then Faulkner got 153 out of 326 and helped bundle the Australians
out for 167, taking 6 for 63 in the match.
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9.  Albert Edwin Trott - Victoria, Australia (v. England 1895) and England
(v. South Africa 1899), shot himself through the head, at his lodgings in
Willesden Green in 1914, aged 41, because of worsening health. A brilliant
cricketer - he took 8 for 43 against England in his second Test, averaged
100 with the bat for the series. However, he was not picked for the 1896
tour when his brother was skipper and threw in his lot with Middlesex for
whom in 1899 and 1900 he scored 1000 runs and took 200 wickets. Moreover,
in 1899 he hit Monty Noble (for MCC v. Australia) over the pavilion at Lord’s.
No-one else has ever done it and it was said that his career would have been
longer if he had not lost his wicket so often trying to repeat it. He did himself
a great disservice too in his benefit match in 1907, taking four wickets in
four balls and subsequently a hat-trick in the same innings - thus ensuring
that the game did not go into the third day. He used to clear the mud from
his spikes whenever he took a wicket (to avoid the batsman’s glance?) and
was known to his fellow professionals as ‘Alberto’.

10. Albert Edward Relf - of Sussex and England. He shot himself in 1937,
aged 63, While coach at Wellington College because of his wife’s illness
which he thought was fatal — she recovered! He was the mainstay of the
Sussex bowling in the wonderful Edwardian years of Fry and Ranjitsinhji
when it was always afternoon and 300 for 2. He was a dark, swarthy man,
originally from Norfolk, and he bowled a perfect length just above medium
pace. He was also a prolific run-getter and brilliant in the slips. In his first
Test he created a ninth wicket record of 115 with R.E. Foster who got 287
(also in his first Test - if you play at Malvern, you can see the bat with which
he scored it - more like a plank, actually). He played against Australia once
in England, taking 5 for 85 in an innings of 350 at Lord’s in 1909. He was
very popular with all his fellows and, Wisden says darkly, ‘‘died a wealthy
man.”’

11. George Fenwick Cresswell - died in 1961, aged 50, with a shot-gun
by his side. He bowled very chest-on in-swingers to a leg field with W.A.
Hadlee’s NZ side of 1949. He was second in the tour averages and they were
a very successful side, losing only to Oxford University, drawing four times
with England. As a batsman, he's appropriately placed at number 11. He
was nicknamed ‘The Ferret’ because he went in after the ‘rabbits’ but also
answered to ‘Fritzy’. Unlike the others he fell from his great height - though
6 for 168 in one’s only test is useful.

In fact this is a fine, well-balanced side and would beat the ‘done timers’
with some ease — what distinguished, distinctive XI can we put against
them?

By R. Rham and A. Hawkes originally published in Demi Johns Newsletter

Extracts relating to history of Asian cricket from E.W. Swantons World of Cricket
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