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Message for the Cricketers Club of New Scuth Wales

Al a lime when Malaysia is on the threshold of providing a high profile for cricket
in Malaysia, it is most opportune that our effons are complimented by such visits
from Cricketing Clubs and Nations. It is with this thought in mind, that [ am
pleased to welcome the Cricketers Club of New South Wales, who will be touring
the length and breadth of Malaysia in & serics of games against [riendly Clubs and
Teams.

Ron Holmes and the Cricketers Club are no strangers in this part ol the world and
I am certain that your friends would welcome you with rencwed enthusiasm,
during your forthcoming tour. Included in your fixture is a match sgainst the
"Dog” and 1 am sure you will record very happy memorics there, as the Club
prides itself in its hospitality before, during and afler the game.

Once again, many thanks for coming oul 10 support crickel in s part of the
World and on behalfl of the Association, | would like 10 extend a special welcome
1o Mr Alan Crompton, Chairman of the Australian cricket Board. T am certain, Mr
Crompton will have & first hund opportunity to see the development of the game in
Malaysia, and how Australia can be of assistance in our development programmes.

To the boys on tour, remember o enjoy yoursell, first as players and as diplomais
of the noble game of cricket.

Best regards
/
L—
| A

Y.AM. Tunku Tan Sa Imsan ibni Tuanku Jaafar
President



AT
AUSTRALIAN CRICKET BOARD

How wonderful it is that the Cricketers Club of NSW wings it way again 10
Malaysia and Singepore on its forthcoming tour with Club Stalwart and ultra
enthusiast Ron Holmes again at the helm. As a proud Life Member and former
Vice President of the Club, it gives me great joy (and a considerable degree of
envy) 1o see my fellow Club members undertake & tour the success and enjoyment
of which are guarsniced given the reputation as generous and hospitable hosts
which precedes our friends from our reciprocal Clubs in Malaysia and Singnpore,

The timing of the tour is impeccable, as Malaysie is very much in the news as a
crickeling country at present. The imminent introduction of cricket as a
participant sport in the Commonweaith Games in Kuala Lumpur in 1998 focuses
attention very much upon cricket in Malaysia where great strides are being laken
in the development and structure of the game. This is further evidenced by the
fact that as | write, Malaysia is one of the Bid Countries to host the 1997 1CC
Trophy Competition for the Associate Members of ICC and to determine the
Associate Member participants to play in the World Cup scheduled for England in
1998, Do doubt this will be a topic of discussion with Tunku Pete Imran (as we
affectionately know your popular President) at the forthcoming ICC meetings in
London where I look forward 10 continuing a happy friendship after our 1992
World Cup and 1993 ICC meetings.

And what a delight it was to spend several happy hours with your General
Manager Charlie Chellish the epitome of energy and enthusiasm, at Lilac Hill in
Perth late last year, a fricndship | hope soon 1o renew!

A glance at the tour itinerary makes the mouth water, but one’s envy is matched
only by the certainty that good cricket and good fellowship both on and off the
ficld will be achieved without difficulty bringing Malaysian, Singaporian and
Australian cricket even closer together and giving further proof to the fact that it is
the people of cricket who cause cricket to transcend sport and become a wonderful
way of life.

ﬂ"*’}g P
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ALAN CROMPTON

Chairman, Australian Cricket Board



FOREWORD FROM TIHE PRESIDENT

Some little while ago, joint Tour organisers, Ron Holmes and Keith Fitzpatrick,
delivered 1o me & most enticing script.  Under the heading "Malaysia - Singapore
Tour, 21 July to 2 August 19947, it described, in alluring terms, the forthcoming Tour
schedule and geography ... a hall dozen 10 seven pames, inclusive of such hospitable
(dangcrously so!) venues as Penang, Ipoh, Kuala Lumpur, Johore Bahru and
Singapore. Our Club Tourists are justified in their delighted expectation of Malaysian
and Singaporcan hospitality, well established by precedent. Of course, this goes hand-
in-hand with the reciprocity which our proud Club enjoys with our equally proud
reciprocal hosts as such famed Club locations as Royal Selangor Club in KL, the
Singapore Cricket Club and at Johore Cultural and Sports Club. It will be no mean
feat 1o conquer both opposition and their traditional conviviality.

"Veterans”™ of our Club’s 1991 South-East Asia Tour, who had the privilege of visiting
some of these venues, will readily attest 1o the challenge ahead! It was in this context
that 1 was a little concerned o obscerve that the aloresaid script referred 10 our touring
party as “the recalcitrant squad™. The opposition should be warned that this
description is not in the least apt, nor will our tourists prove to be inept ... and in this
I speak primarily to the encrgy which they will put into renewing such long-standing
and close friendships. Certainly, [ have not observed any incfliciency or hesitancy in
their getting ready for departure; only expressed regret from those not fortunate
enough to make it! Indeed, one of the hallmarks of the Cricketers’ Club of NSW is
not merely its reciprocal Club associations internationally, but quite specifically, the
very special close liaison we share with Clubs in Malaysia and Singapore. This is
reflected in the readiness and regularity with which successful reciprocal tours are
undenaken, nurtured by such people as our own Ron Holmes, again a "guide and
mentor”, on this enticing cricketing adventure.

I should add one further brief note. Our journey 1o Malaysia and Singapore could not
in another way, be more timely. The Malaysian Cricket Association (MCA) has been
working encrgetically in recent times to lifl the cricket profile throughout the country
coinciding with the sport’s possible inclusion in Malaysia's 1988 Commonwcalth
Games. | am certain our visit will enhance such & worthy cricketing project of the
MCA through its officers such as its President Y.A M. Tunku Jaalar and General
Manager, Charlic Chelliah.

Jealously, | look forward to the reports of our touring party on return; having said
that, if any are recalcitrant in returning as scheduled, that will be perfectly understood,
and in all probability, singularly attributable o the captivating hospitality of our hosts,
yet sgain.

JOHN A McGRUTHER
PRESIDENT Q:
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Messape for CCNSW

I am delighted to have been asked 1o offer a few words for your tour brochure and |
must consider this a rare privilege o be in the same mould as some very esteemed
members of the Tounng party.

My lirst introduction to the Cricketers Club was through the Australian Brosdcasting
service overseas service and their notoniety was the free lunches served dunng Test
Matches at the SCG. Closer 1o the truth, any knowledge or known facts of your Club
is through the lamous diplomat of your Club, Ronnie Holmes, who s adored in this
purt of the world s the epitome of the gentleman's game.

I have been personally associated with the Club since carly cighty's and this
Association is something we all chensh here and vne that finds pride of place at the
Long Bar of the Roysl Sclangor Club.

Iy centain that Ron will have planned a very exciting tour fur you, which starts in
the sunny chimes of Penang and ends in the serious drinking anticipated during any
visit by CCNSW 10 the Royal Sclangor Club.

A special welcome 1o Alan Crompton, Chairman of the Australian Cricket Board and
most recently honoured with a Life Membership of the Club. 1 hope we can
reciprocate your wonderful hospitality at Lilac Hill accorded o me last yecar. To the
other members of the team, we look forward 1o playing traditional hosts w0 you.

Clattar

i

Charlie Chellish
General Manager




HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB XI
(By award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard)

The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when it was
suggesied that the New South Wales Cricket Association combine with the controlling
bodies in cycling, swimming, rugby and athletics to form a sports club.

Nothing came of the notion but in 1890 the NSWCA set up a sub-commuiliee to inquire
into the possibility of acquinng clubrooms for the Association. This commitiee’s
recommendation that the Association make an arrangement with the Commercial
Traveller's Club in Put Street to use their premises was rejecied.

The Cncketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a NSWCA
meeting, bul it was not until 1936 that the Association decided to build a club in its
new building in George Streel.

The promunent solicitor Syd Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-slorey
building in George Strect for 54,803 poundas, drafted a constitution for the Cricketers'
Club in August 1938, and the club was regisicred as a company on 11 September,
1939, eight days aller the outbreak of World War 11

From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the development of
crickel. Two crickel nels were set up on the roof of Cricket House for members to
practice during lunch hours and these nets remained in operation until 1953,

Discussions among his fcllow members made the Randwick batsman Jack Chegwyn
aware of big possibilitics for country tours by teams of leading players from the State’s
representative sides.

Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs st an average of 46.87 with one century in his five
matches for NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for the
pioncening work he did in the bush with teams selected at the Cncketers' Club.



By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramalic progress that most Sydney
grade cricketers were members and at the end of that year the club made a 1000
pounds loan to the NSWCA (o help the Association conlinue operaling at a time when
it had no income from Test or Sheflield Shield cricket.

The Cricketers' Club entered a side in the City & Suburban competition in 1959, and
since moving o Barrack Strect in 1981 has continued to play regularly in that
competition. Over the years many brilliant players have sppeared for the club,
including Keith Miller, Arthur Morris, Bill Watson, Geoll Lawson, Greg Matthews,
Allan Turner and Mike Whitney.

Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the club introduced a rule sutomatically granting
membership to Australian Test players. The England and Australian teams in the 1988
Bicentenary match in Sydney played for a trophy donated by the Cricketer’s Club.

Cricketers’ Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and Suburban
competition for 20 years. The club has hosted several touring teams from England,
Canada, malaysia, India, the West Indies and the USA. Overseas tours are becoming
more common,

Recent tours include:

1989 Fiji

1991 Asia, involving matches in Hong Kong, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Johore &
Singapore

1992 Chnristchurch

1993 Christchurch

1993 North Amenica

Jack Pollard is the author of numerous outstanding cricket books, including the
recenily-published five-volume history of Australian cricket, hailed by Sir Donald
Bradman as books no crickei-lover should miss, and an illustrated one volume hisiory
of Australian cricket.



MALAYSIAN CRICKET

Malaya and Hong Kong have known crickel for the same period - 1o within a year.
The carliest recorded match in Malaya was in 1855 - in Singapore. European planters,
Colonial servants and members of the Forces supplied the driving force and technical
skill, which, by 1900, had been taken up capably in both organisations snd played by
a large fixed population, notably Singhalese, Eurastans, ludians (in themselves Sikhs
and Tamils) snd Chinese. Malaya has been fortunate in ils size permilting spacious
grounds not restricted by the need 1o locate them in valleys and jungle clearings, It
has also benefited in a cricket sense from its division into nalural competitive areas:
and it has becn specially favoured by proximity to other keen crickeling counirics.
The grounds at Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Tpoh and Penang looked afler by Malayans
or Indians, are first class, with imposing pavilions. With so much rainfall, the wickets
are of malting, excepl on the main grounds where grass has been tamed.

The standard 1s difficull Lo asscss;, it can perhaps be judged best by performance of
established visiting teams, such as W.A. Oldficld’s X1 in 1927 which despite W.M.
Woodfall, C.G. Macariney, S.C.Everett, T.J.E. Andrews and E.R. Mayne, was
dcfeated at Kuala Lumpur. In 1909 five (5) Australians, M.A Noble, F.Laver,
W.Armstrong, A.J.Hopkins and A.Cotter had had an easier time, but there had been
much development beyond the European opposition since then. With the addition of
Singhalese and Indians, the all malayan side of 1937, held to a good draw Sir Julien
Cahn’s XI. Perak and Penang also managed 1o make draws. After these feats, it was
surprising that, a year later, all pans of Malaya found Ceylon oo sirong. Singapore,
even so,was beaten by the Federated Malay States. The explanation was thal the
Asialic standard particular of Singhalese immigrants, had reached a high level quicker
than had been expected. There are high class Indian players in Malaya; next in ability
afier them and the Europeans, Eurasians and Singhalese come the Chinese. They out-
number the Malay who, however, show promise.

Duspile the Japancse occupation’s ruinous effect on players and grounds, cricket
revived quickly afier the war, Its adminisiration became more comprehensive; pre-
war objections to a broader basis evaporaled. In 1948 the Malayan Cricket
Association was cstablished, Cricket continued during the emergency with provincial
life menaced by guerilla warfare. Malayan cricket continues to be vigorous, In 1957,
Brigd. M.A.Green ook Malaya to Hong Kong in the inter-port fixiure of 67 years’
standing and won emphatically. Bul perspective was, as it had been 20 years earlicr,
again restored, al leas! in the estimation of their nearcst competitors, Ceylon by their
touring Malaya in 1958 and again lcaving unbeaten. More surprisingly, and more
disappointing, was the fact that in a 1959 tour by the Emu Ciub of New South Wales
junior players no Malayan side won.



In 1959, Australia, enroute to India under R. Benaud, played against Malaya. In
1963, the Malaysian Cricket Association was eslablished, Saba and Sarawak affiliating,
Singapore going its own way in 1954 but still playing (by invitation) in Malaysia's
Inter-State Competition. British North Borneo’s fiest cricket was afler 1918. English
residents, supplemented by Australians and Chinese, were hard to beat on the grounds
at Jeseselton and Sandakan. As Saba, on its first appearance in the Malaysia Inter-
State Compelition in 1969, it lost narrewly to Perak in the semi-final. In 1971 Hong
Kong defeated Saba. To encourage a New Federation of Malaysia, E.W.Swanton’s
side in 1964 played at Penang, Singapore and Kuala Lumpur, the last named ground
seeing the first appearance of an all Malaysian National X1 (against which C.SLA
Sobers had five wickets in five balls but made only nought and one). In matches with
the Malaysia Cricket Association President’s XI (at Singapore, still in the Federation)
the Nawab scored a century but Dr. A E. Delikan, a Singhsalese from Penang took
seven wickets; Sobers made a hundred at Kuala Lumpur where the Victorian Oriental
style of Government buildings and their tall clock towers dominates the Capital’s
individualistic ground.

CRICKETERS CLUB of NEW SOUTIH WALES
@ 1st Fir, Commonwealth Bank Building

% 11 Barrack St., Sydoey, NSW. 2000

Phone: 267 5838 Fax: 290 3938

RECIPROCAL CLUBS
Hong Kong Cricket Club Hong Kong Football Club
137 Wong Nai Chung Gap Road Sports Road, Happy Valley
Hong Kong Hong Kong
Ph: 5-747023 Ph: 5-778928
Royal Selangor Club Singapore Cricket Club
Kuala Lumpur Connaughl Drive
Malaysia Singapore
Calcutta Cricket & Football Club The Cricket Club of India
19/1 Gurusaday Road Bradbourne Stadium
Calcutta, India Bombay, India



HOTELS

Thur 21 July
SINGAPORE

Frid 22 July-
Sun 24 July
PENANG

Mon 25 July
POl

Tues 26 July-
Thurs 28 July
KUALA LUMPUR

Frid 29 July
JOHOR BAHRU

Sat 30 July-
Sun 31 July
SINGAPORE

o Fa

Excelsior Hotel
5 Coleman Street
65 - 3387733

Casuarina Beach
Batu Ferringhi
60.4.811711

The Syuen Hotel
88 Jalan Sultan
Abdul Jalil
60.5.538889

Concorde Hotel
2 Jalan Sulan
Ismail

60.3.2442200

Puteri Pan Pacific
Kola Raya
07.223333

Excelsior Hotel
5 Coleman Sireet
65.3387733




DETAILS OF FIXTURES

PENANG
Sat 23 July RAAF Butierworth Penang Sports Club
12.00 hrs 40 overs
Tucf
Sun 24 July Penang Sports Club Penang Sports Club
11.00 hrs 50 overs
Turf
TPOH
Mon 25 July Perak C.A. XI Royal Ipoh Club
13.00 hrs 35 overs
Astroturfl
KUALA LUMPUR
Wed 27 July Royal Sclangor Club Merdeka Square
11.00 hrs 50 overs
Astroturf
JOHOR BAHRU
Fri 29 July Johor Bahru C.A. XI Sti Gelam (Johor)
13.00 hrs 40 overs
Astrotucf
SINGAPORE
Sat 30 July Singapore Cricket Club Ceylon Sports Club
13.00 hrs 40 overs
Astroturf
Sun 31 July United World College UWC Dover Road
11.00 hrs 50 overs
Astroturf
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PLAYER PROFILES

RON HOLMES (Czptain), Former
President and now "life member” of the
Crickelers Club of NSW. Ron represented
Manly Warringah in both Cricket and
Hockey. Having first visited Kuala Lumpur
in 1975 with the Qanias Touring side, Ron
has been a frequent visitor 1o Malaysia both
with work and cricket. Has played cricket
in some 33 citics and fondly remembers his
stint with UWS (United World College)
during his Singapore posting in 89-90.
Keeps wickets regularly for the club in the
City & Suburban Compelition.

KEITH FITZPATRICK (Vice Caplain).
One of the loughest and most successful
skippers to come out of the Manly
Warringah Club. "Filzy" is the very popular
captain of our "Masters" side. A gritty bat
and brilliant cover fielder, this touring side
is privileged 1o have someone of "Fitzy's"
experience at the helm, not to mention his
fighting spirit. An aggressive mid[ielder
with the famous Apia Soccer Club in the
60’s. A manager with the Australian
Customs he will expect no easy runs to be
smuggled past his fielding cordon.

=12 =



ROGER ROBERTSON. With Ron Holmes
first played on the famous "DOG" in 1975
during part of the Qantas World Tour. An
aggressive batsman and mainstay of our
"Maslers” side, Roger played first grade
Crickel and Baseball for the University of
NSW. A senior executive with Qantas,
Roger’s love for the game has seen him
represent Qantas from Bombay to Bahrain,
Singapore to San Francisco. Enjoys his golf
where we suspect he also transacts much of
his business.

DENNIS CAMERON. One of the leading
bowlers in the City & Suburban
Competition and the teams main strike
weapon, Dennis has been a regular tourist
with the Cricketers’ Club, having
represented the St George Club in both
Cricket & Baseball. Responsible for
security at the University of NSW, he
guards his bowling averages just as
zealously while nothing escapes his safe
hands in the slips. A thumper of the ball
when given the opportunity.

SCOTT PERRY. Tall and quictly spoken,
"Scotty’s" reliable and aggressive opening
batting has been the foundation of our
guccess in the City & Suburban
Competition. Unfortunately for us, being
the computer sofiware whiz that he is,
business commitments have prevented him
from playing more often this season.
Another regular tourist with the Cricketers’
Ciub and from whom much is expected.
With Shoebridge & Stewart mukes up the
North Queensland triumvirate.

= -



GARY HOLMES. Named afier Scbers &
Iall by a cricket-mad father, Gary’s
aggressive balting and enthusiastic ficlding
has contributed much to the leams success
over the last foew scasons in the Cily &
Suburban Competition. An advertising
manager with Federal Publishing, Gary also
represented the Manly Warringah Club, has
made several tours abroad and had a stint in
the Somerset league. Looks forward 1o
meeting up with the legendary UWC
crickelers.

MIKE BIRCHALL. A former
representative Soccer player, Mike is always
happy i0 assist the "Masters” icam because
of his love for the fame. An enthusiastic
fizlder and fine tcam man, Mike will be
leading the chorus sessions and handling the
fines off the field. A regular tourist with
the club side.

TIM WADE. Popular and respected
skipper of the success{ul Singapore Cricket
Club sides of the late 80’s, Tim with Ruth,
now parents of four, have returned to their
native Melbourne. Having been part of our
Asian Tour in 91 we are delighted Lo have
Tim accompany us lo paris of Asia he
knows so well and to do baltle wiih
traditional rivals UWC.

S



GRAHAM SHOEBRIDGE. The beefy
aggressive all-rounder from Proserpine in
North Queensland and excellent tcam man,
"Shoey" has been a champion all-round
sportsman having played first grade rugby
league in Brisbane and at one stage ranked
amongst the top ten swimmers in Australia.
A prominent indoor cricketer and keen
fisherman expect to find Graham angling for
runs and wickets on what will be his second
lour with the club.

RORBIN PALMER. Having "migrated”
from West Australia, Robin quickly made
his mark with the ciub this scason. A
fitness fan and a musician with the Royal
Australian Army, his left arm guickies will
be used against the RAAF at Butterworth.
His baiting, like his age, is a mystery.

TOM ROBERTSON. While sull
underiaking a degree in Pure Mathematics
young Tom finds time to play ia his local
competition. A hard hitter of the ball the
familiar astroturf wickets should be to his
liking. Enjoys his fielding as much as his
beer. However it is rumoured that he could
be somewhat distracted on this tour,
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ALAN JACOBS. A burly experienced
hard-hitting all-rounder who enjoys his
cricket, Alan is new to the club having a
few games with the "Maslegs™ this season.
A, marketing exccutive who travels
extensively and a former Universily of NSW
player, Alan is keen to explore this part of
the cncketing world,

GRAEME ANDERSON. A financial
manager wilth Ansett Airways, Graeme is an
accomplished all round sportsman from
Victoria having played first grade for the

. Melboumne Cricket Club as a batsman -

+ wicket-keeper & Aussie Rules for that
famous Collingwood Club. Has toured New
Zealand & the West Indies with the Ansent
team and his big maich experience will be
useful on tour.

DAVID STEWART. A Queensland
Country representative all-rounder who runs
his own "sound and electrical” store in the
Whitsundays. Plays most of his cricket in
Mackay, Quecasland and should be at home
in the sultry conditions of Malaysia. David
is looking forward to making his ficst tour
with the Cricketers’ Club.

- 16 -



MILTON DAY. When not handling the
Qantas flights at Brisbane Airport, Milton is
keenly involved in ¢oaching schoolboy
cricket. A batsman cum leg-spinner with
the Northern Suburbs Club in the Brisbane
grade competition, Alse enjoys touring with
the Queensland Cricketers' Club
"wanderers” side.

COREY MARTIN. Named "Dubbo
Cricketer of the Year" in the 92/93 scason
afler representing NSW Country Under 24
side. Opening bat and medium pace bowler
and just 23, Corey was selected for the
Western Zone in NSW Country
Championship in the season just completed.
This will be his first trip abroad and he is
bound to benefit from this experience.

ANDREW GRANT. A blockbusting, barrcl
chested, genuine quick bowler built more
like a Rugby League forward, Andrew at 22
is the "baby" of the squad. Played grade
cricket at Penrith under John Benaud's
wtelage while being selecied for NSW
Combined High Schools. Also from Dubbo
where he is the greenkeeper for the loeal
golf club. How he applies these skills to the
astroturfl wickets of Malaysia will he
interesling.

R



IAN WRIGHT (Umpire). "Wrighties™
enthusiasm and love for the game has scen
him rise to the first grade panel of umpires
in Sydney Grade crickel. A manager with
thc National Bank in Sydney and a stalwart
of the club, lan has been on several past
tours and looks forward to exchanging notes
with the Malaysian Umpires.

JACK RUSSELL (Scorer/Treasurer).
Heavily involved with cricket administration
especially with the juniors. This time last
year undericok a tour of the United
Kingdom with over 200 boys, officials and
parents. Secretary of the St George Club
since 1986 and their delegaie to the

- NSWCA. A Director of the Cricketers’

Club and toured Asia with the 1eam in 91,
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SINGAPORE CRICKET

Cricket has been played in Singapore for well over a century. The game was
mentioned in records as far back as 1837 when Sunday cricket in Singapore was
disallowed in response 1o a protest. The next surviving report is a newspaper
account of match being played helween Singaporeans and the "Dido”. The first
fully recorded match was played on 14 Octlober 1852 under the title of "The
picked XI vs The Club” (Singapore Crickel Club) between six on one side and
nine on the other. The picked lot made eleven in the first innings and one in the
sccond. The Club scored fourteen and twelve.

The 1890's saw the beginning of inter-state cricket and also tours to Hong Kong,
Shanghai, Ceylon and Batavia in which Singapore contributed many players to the
Straits Settlements Team (Singapore, Penang, Malacca), which usually gave a
good account of itself. For instance, in 1897 the Straits touring side defeated a
combined Hong Kong and Shanghai team hy an innings and 231 runs,

In 1927 C.G. McCartney’s Australian team including such stars as

W.A.Oldfield, W.M.Wood{ull, E.R. Mayne, R.Bardslcy, J.T.Andrews and
S.C.Everelt, played nine matches in Malaya, winning five, drawing three and
losing one. After two games on the Singapore Padang in which [irst the
Singapore Cricket Club and then the Singapore State side was defeated, a Malayan
side made history by defeating the Australians in Kuala Lumpur by thidy-nine
Tunmns.

Since the Second World War cricket has been widely played in Singapore. Of
significance was the formation in 1949 of the Singapore Cricket Association to
which all the cricket playing clubs are affiliated and which hag successfully
organised interclub tournaments, iours, inter-state and representative fixtures and
made every effort to encourage the young.

In November 1959 the Australian team, led by Ritchie Benaud, enroute to Indis,
made a stop-over in Singapore and treated 5,000 spectators to entertaining and
instructive cricket in the two matches played there against the Malayan Cricket
Association Presidents XI and Malaya. Since then, several distinguished teams of
cricketers, including Xls led by R.A.Roberts E.W.Swanton, Joe Lister and
Derrick Robbins, MCC and Indian Test Teams and other first class teams from
Australia, Ceylon, Great Britain, India and Pakistan have graced these shores.
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Singapore’s first trip 1o Australia was to Perth, Western Australia in 1967 when
scven malches were played (three lost, one won, lwo drawn, on¢ abandoned).
This was {ollowed by four subsequent tnps of Singapore’s youngsters 1o New
South Wales, in 1969, 1973 and 1977, where a serics of matches were played
against District Teams. In continuation of the efforts to encourage young
crickeiers, particularly from the schools;-a Singapore Crickel Associalion Junior’s
Team (average age 18 years) was sent to Madras and Bangalore in December
1973.

In the 1970s the number of cricket grounds available in Singapore was reduced by
half following the British pull-out. The Brilish Services had al one lime a dozen
leams participating in the Senior and Junior Crickel Tournaments organised by the
Singapore Cricket Association and between them maintained many well kept
grounds in vanous pans of the Island, at Tanglin, Neesoon, Gillman Barracks,
Ayer Rajah, Changi, Scleter, Tengah, Scmbawang and Woodlands. Currently
there are two good turf wickets on the Singapore Padang, adjacent to the
Esplanade in the heart of the Central Business District and opposite to the City
Hall building where the historic surrender of the Japanese armed forces (o the
allied forces under Lord Louis Mountbalten took place in 1945. The two grounds,
maintsined and cared for by the Singapore Crcket Club and Singapore Recreation
Club, have be¢n the main venue of international and representative cricket
malches. ;
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