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THE CRICKETERS’ CLUB
OF NEW SOUTH WALES

"THE CLUB THAT BREATHES CRICKET"

The Club is situated in the historical and now restored 139 year old Commonwealth
Bank Building situated at No.11 Barrack Street - just a "boundary throw” from the
G.P.O.

On evenings, you will find us very much alive with several cricketers in attendance.
You can score more than few drinks until stumps are drawn!
Social evenings, attended by prominent sporting identities, are held regularly.

Come and relax in a friendly atmosphere over lunch in the "Invincibles” Dining Room or
catch a quick lunch from the Bistro.

There is no finer place for your meetings, social gatherings or private functions. In fact,
there is no finer place.

Phone:
Membership Fee Office: 267 5861
$50.00 per annum 267 5838

No joining fee , Fax: 290 3938
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
WEST INDIES TOUR
1996

I have long nurtured the prospect of taking a Team of my New South Wales Cricket Club
Members to the West Indies. After all, I am married to the region, my dear wife. Carol,
coming from Trinidad!

My delight will be to show them first hand the wonderful people and places that “trademark™
the Caribbean, both within the cricket family, and beyond the boundary. Our Club already
enjoys close and special “brother Club” relationships with both Pickwick Cricket Club
(Barbados) and Queen’s Park Cricket Club (Trinidad).

Barbados, the “*gem of the Caribbean Sea”, and the nursery of so much equally sparkling
cricket talent (it would take the entirety of this Brochure just to attempt to list them)! Indeed,
our Club has hosted as guest speakers in Sydney in recent years Sir Gary Sobers (with our
own Keith Miller, MBE), and a special “Tribute Evening” to those special sons of Barbados,
Sir Clyde Walcott and Sir Everton Weekes. So we shall be amongst friends including those
known to us through the Barbados Cricket Association and its President, Cammie Smith, and
those respected friends in West Indies cricket history and administration such as West Indies
Cricket Board Chairman, Peter Short and its Chief Executive and my close friend, Steve
Camacho, Wes Hall and others.

As to Trinidad, my “home away from home”, the special motivation of our Tour is to honour
the “century” of our reciprocal Club, Queen’s Park Cricket Club. Queen’s Park Oval is
rated (with Adelaide Oval and the Wanderers in South Africa) as amongst the most
dramatically beautiful Test grounds in the world, nestling (just to the north of the famous
Savannah) below the Northern Range of mountains, stately palms and samaan trees on its
perimeter. And what a history it has! From the original Deed of 10 February 1896
conveying 10 acres 16 perches to the Queens Park Cricket Ground Company Ltd, for a lease
of 199 years, it has witnessed the feats of Sir Learie Constantine (including his “pyrotechnic™
133 against Barbados in 1929), and players, performances, administrators and personalities
of the ilk of your current President (and my good friend) Gerry Gomez, Jeffrey and Victor
Stollmeyer, Ramadhin, Willie Rodriguez, the Davis brothers (Charlie and Bryan), “Joey”
Carew, Lance and Deryck Murray, Larry Gomes, Gus Logie, through to today’s Brian
Lara... and again, the list is far too challenging.
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I should like to thank our hosts in Barbados and Trinidad for the extensive time and trouble
that they have extended so willingly in assisting me in the planning of our Tour; I especially
mention here Bruce Aanensen, Chairman of the QPCC Centenary Committee and Tony and
Jillian Cozier.

We are all looking forward to this unique Tour excitedly. After all, through cricket, we will
be enhancing old West Indian friendships, and making new ones, in two very special island
nations, and sharing in some special cricket history. Iam assured that it will leave all of us,
our hosts also, with indelible memories of it.

My only regret is that lack of immortality may prevent my being around when in 43 years
time, Queen’s Park, Pickwick and our friends from Barbados and Trinidad will visit the
Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales in Sydney on our 100th birthday. But, if [ am, I will

play!!
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PRESIDENT
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AUSTRALIAN CRICKET BOARD

Even only casual observers note that the Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales will always
help anyone celebrate anything! But this willingness enters another dimension when
celebrations are shared with our friends from the Caribbean.

How appropriate that the Cricketers’ Club of NSW can support Queen’s Park Cricket Club
in its Centenary celebrations, as West Indies and Australian cricket have always been so
close. The historic and welcoming Queen's Park CC has been home to many a visiting
Australian cricketer, and the reciprocal rights which both Clubs have so enthusiastically
embraced will ensure that this will always continue. Congratulations, Queen's Park CC on a
fine ton!

The Club’s preceding visit to beautiful Barbados and the equally friendly Pickwick CC,
another “brother club™ with similar reciprocal rights, will have more than whetted the
appetite for more. Thank you Pickwick CC! The privilege of visiting Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown and playing on Queen’s Park Oval, Port-of-Spain has not escaped the Club's
tourists.

It seems superfluous to (jealously) wish everyone good fellowship, good cricket and good
Centenary celebrating, but this I do certain in the knowledge, given the intervention of our
Bajan and Trinidadian hosts, that all will be achieved without difficulty.

fef

Alan Crompton
Director
Immediate Past Chairman



Alan K Davidson AM., M.B.E.

For over one hundred and twenty five years teams from Australia have conducted tours to
countries to play cricket. From our very first Aboriginal Team of 1868 National Teams both
senior and junior as well as other groups such as clubs and various cricket bodies have
destined Australia’s position in world cricket.

The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales is one such band of enthusiasts who have
entertained numerous teams and now will embark on a great adventure to Barbados and
Trinidad where the latter involves the Centenary celebrations for Queen’s Park Cricket Club.

Having toured both venues I know the reception you as players and the Club Touring party
will receive - And what a program - Kensington Oval Barbados brings back memories of

1955 and our Australian tour.

In the Island game Everton Weekes played an unbelievable innings for a century in under
two hours. The Test match saw a slip of a lad just 19 years old Garfield St A Sobers score
43 (10 fours) out of an opening partnership of 52 against Lindwall and Miller. Barbados is a
magpnificent island with lovely people and hospitality. Its cricketers are legendary - Walcott,
Weekes, Worrell, Sobers, Hall, Hunte, Griffith. Greenidge, Gamer, Haynes, Marshall and

the list goes on.

Trinidad with its capital Port of Spain is such a colourful place with its steel bands and
camnival. The late Jeff Stollmeyer and Gerry Gomez are old opponents and wonderful
sportsmen. Gerry Gomez, a great friend, is the only person who has been selector
broadcaster and umpire in the one Test match. Sonny Ramadhin is another old opponent
from Trinidad. Maybe some ambitious bowlers would like to bowl to the greatest Trinidad

player, Brian Lara.

But whatever is offered in each venue, accept it for it will be forever etched in your memories
of a trip of a lifetime.

As Club Patron, former President, and President of the NSWCA have a happy trip and safe
retum.

To Queen's Park Cricket Club, have a great celebration of your Centenary and my best
wishes for another enjoyable and productive century.
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Dear John,

On behalf of the Management Committee and the members of the Queen’s Park Cricket Club
[ extend a warm welcome to the New South Wales Cricketers’ Club team to participate in

our Centenary Celebrations.

This visit is yet another tangible expression of the strong tries which bind us in this wonderful
traternity called CRICKET despite the thousands of miles which separate our two famous
cricket grounds. Our Queen’s Park Oval has been graced and illuminated with the feats of
great New South Wales Cricketers, while in similar vein several Queen’s Park members
remember with pleasure and pride their appearance at your magnificent Sydney Cricket
Ground and the warmth and appreciation of your delightfully vociferous crowds.

We intend to reciprocate the warm hospitality, traditionally offered to West Indies Cricket
Teams in Australia, especially in Sydney, where over the years the home of your President -
John McGruther has been an “off the field” haven of relaxation for our cricketers.

We feel honoured and privileged to have this representation at our Centenary from a great
cricket nation and look forward to the strengthening of bonds of friendships between our

clubs.
With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

Al e —



Early Cricket in Barbados and Trinidad

Barbados is less than a fifth of the size of the Australian Capital Territory, although with
a similar population. Trinidad has over three times the population, and is twice the size
of the ACT Yet the number of world class players these islands have produced over the |
past century are legion.

The early years

Cricket was brought to the British West Indian colonies by the military in the 18th
Century, although the first recorded press notice dates to 1806. By the 1830’s cricket
was well established in Barbados at schools such as The Lodge, and Codrington College,
and later Harrison College, while by 1842 the Trinidad Cricket Club was being
described as of “‘very long standing”.

Inter Colonial Cricket

The first match was played in Barbados on 15 & 16 February 1865 on the Garrison
Savannah. Not long afterwards, matches moved to ‘The Bay’, the home ground of the
Wanderers Cricket Club (established 1877), and then in 1895 to Kensington, the home
ground of the Pickwick Club (established 1882).

Trinidad did not enter inter-colonial cricket till 1869; they initially played their games
at St Clair, but moved to the Queen's Park Oval in 1896, the home of the Queen’s Park
Cricket Club. one of the most attractively located grounds in the world.

Barbados’ first “Golden Age™ was to last from 1893 to 1927, winning the Inter Colonial
Cup 10 times, and culminating in an extraordinary match v Trinidad in 1927, when for
the last time the Barbadian XI which had been the Terror of West Indian cricket for 20
years, played together. Behind by 384 runs after the first innings, Tarilton (123) and
Challenor (226) who had first opened together for their country in 1906, scored 292 for
the first wicket; Barbados scored 726 for 7 and bowled out Trinidad for 217, to win by
over 100 runs.

Touring Sides

West Indies built up a formidable reputation against touring sides, mainly English before
their entry into Test Cricket in 1928. Their first ever tour was to Canada and the USA
in 1886. The USA toured the West Indies in 1887 drawing with Barbados actually
beating a West Indian side.

West Indies three times toured England in 1900, 1906 and 1927 before playing their
first official Test matches in England in 1928. Within two years, they would win their
first series (England at home) and within 3 years, they would be playing and beating
Australia in a Test match at Sydney, dismissing Bradman for his first duck in Test
cricket. It was to be over 30 years before West Indies again won at Sydney.

Some of the Great Players - Bowlers

The first of a long line of great West Indian fast bowlers were probably the Trinidadians,
“Float” Woods, who initially used to bowl in bare feet, and Cumberbatch. Pelham
Wamer described Woods as “very fast™; the Barbadian Clifford Goodman also used to
extract outstanding lift at fast medium pace.
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The next generation of fast bowlers was to produce George John, who became head
groundsman of Queen’s Park Oval. Learie Constantine described him as “one of the
most formidable fast bowlers who ever handled a ball”. CLR. James wrote: “John was
not hostile; he was hostility itself. As an interesting aside, James - who actually faced
John in Club cricket - remarked that he never saw John bowl a bouncer at the batsman'’s

head.

Some of the Great Players - Batsmen
The grand old man of Barbados cricket was Harold Austin nick-named *the King of

Barbados™ who played as a 17 year old v Lucas XI in 1896 and as a 48 year old against
the MCC in 1926. His Trinidadian equivalent was A. Harragin. George Challenor was
perhaps the best opening batsman of the first decades and was given the nick-name
“Lord Runs-come”.

E St Hill was reputedly the most magical of batsmen, dispatching yorkers to the square-
leg boundary, glancing and late cutting, smoking a cigarette to the wicket; and only
throwing it away when he had taken guard and surveyed the field. With perfect timing
and wrists, he flicked the ball away like a conjurer.

And then there were the Constantines, the elder disconsolate at being unable to afford to
go on the first tour to England in 1900 and sent by public subscription, collected in a
day; who made the first West Indian century at Lords v W.G.Grace. At the time it was
unusual for non white cricketers to be international batsmen. His son, one of the most
brilliant cover fielders of his day, sponsored by Austin, and a batsman of startling
improvisation - who became a national hero, and was to play an important role in West
Indian politics in later years.

Conclusions
One could mention many more players, Sealey, Francis, Ince, the Goodmans from

Barbados, Smith, Small, W St Hill from Trinidad but there is not space. Hopefully this
article has given a brief insight of the early years of what was to become one of the most
formidable crickel teams of the last 20 years.
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HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB XI
(By award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard)

The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when it was
suggested that the New South Wales Cricket Association combine with the controlling bodies
in cycling, swimming, rugby and athletics to form a sports club.

Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-committee to inquire into
the possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the Association. This committee's recommendation
that the Association make an arrangement with the Commercial Traveller's Club in Pitt
Street to use their premises was rejected.

The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a NSWCA
meeting, but it was not until 1936 that the Association decided to build a club in its new
building in George Street.

The prominent solicitor Syd Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-storey building
in George Street for 54,803 pounds, drafted a constitution for the Cricketers' Club in August
1938, and the club was registered as a company on 11 September, 1939, eight days after the
outbreak of World War II.

From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the development of
cricket. Two cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket House for members to practice
during lunch hours and these nets remained in operation until 1953.

Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick batsman Jack Chegwyn aware of
big possibilities for country tours by teams of leading players from the State's representative
sides.

Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century in his five matches
for NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for the pioneering work he did
in the bush with teams selected at the Cricketers' Club.



By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most Sydney grade
cricketers were members and at the end of that year the club made a 1000 pounds loan to the
NSWCA to help the Association continue operating at a time when it had no income from
Test or Shefficld Shield cricket.

The Cricketers' Club entered a side in the City & Suburban competition in 1959, and since
moving to Barrack Street in 1981 has continued to play regularly in that competition. Over
the years many brilliant players have appeared for the club, including Richie Benaud, Alan
Davidson, Keith Miller, Arthur Morris, Bill Watson, Geoff Lawson, Greg Matthews, Allan
Tumer and Mike Whitney.

Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the club introduced a rule automatically granting
membership to Australian Test players. The England and Australian teams in the 1988
Bicentenary match in Sydney played for a trophy donated by the Cricketers’ Club.

Cricketers' Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and Suburban
competition for 20 years. The club has hosted several touring teams from England, Canada,
Malaysia, India, the West Indies, New Zealand and the USA. Overseas tours are becoming

more common.

Recent tours include:

1989 Fiji

1991 Asia, involving matches in Hong Kong, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Johore &
Singapore

1992 Christchurch

1993 Christchurch

1993 North America

‘1994 Malaysia and Singapore

1995 Auckland

1996 Barbados/Trinidad

Jack Pollard is the author of numerous outstanding cricket books.

RECIPROCAL CLUBS
WEST INDIES
The Queen’s Park Club Pickwick Cricket Club,
Queen'’s Park Oval Kensington,
Port-of-Spain Fontabelle
TRINIDAD BARBADOS



Thursday 28 March
Friday 29 March

MIAMI

Friday 29 March
Saturday 6 April
BARBADOS

Saturday 6 April
Tuesday 16 April
TRINIDAD

Tuesday 16 April
Thursday 18 April
NEW ORLEANS

HOTELS

10

Holiday Inn (Oceanside)

2201 Collins Avenue
MIAMI BEACH
Tel. (305) 534 1511

Bresmay Apartment Hotel

PO Box 876
CHRIST CHURCH
BARBADOS, W.I.

Tel. (809) 428 6131
Fax. (809) 428 7722

The Normandie

10 Nook Avenue

St Anne’s
TRINIDAD, W.I.
Tel. (809) 624 1181
Fax.(809) 624 0108

Landmark Hotel
920 Rampart Street
NEW ORLEANS
LOUISIANA

Tel. (504) 524 3333
Fax. (504) 522 8044



Sunday 31 March
Tuesday 2 April

Thursday 4 April

Sunday 7 April

Monday 8 April

Wednesday 10 April

Sunday 14 April

5th Match

BARBADOS

TBA
TBA

TBA

TRINIDAD

Queen'’s Park

Queen'’s Park

Petrotrin Sports Club

Queen’s Park Seniors

TBA

"

DETAILS OF FIXTURES

TBA
TBA

TBA

Queen’s Park
Port of Spain

Queen’'s Park
Port of Spain

Guaracare Park

Queen’s Park
Port of Spain

TBA



PLAYERS

JOHN McGRUTHER CLUB PRESIDENT/
TOUR MANAGER

Hard working and long serving president of the Cricketers’ Club of NSW John has been
instrumental with the championing and organisation of this tour. Married to a lovely
Caribbean lady, Carol, John's close rapport with the West Indies community both in
Australia and the West Indies makes him the ideal person to manage such a tour. He has
threatened to participate in some of the matches to display his calypso cuts and cover
drives that could only come from Carol’s coaching.

GARY HOLMES TOUR CAPTAIN

Gary Wesley Holmes (named after Sobers and Hall) is the current captain of the
CCNSW. Although he is an experienced tourist this will be the stylish batsman’s first as
captain adding to the thrill of playing in the homeland of the greats he was named after.
Convinced he has some West Indian blood somewhere in his body (he constantly tries to
bat like one!) he will be looking forward to hearing plenty of reggae and calypso music
as well as getting amongst the runs.

RON HOLMES

Club legend, former President and Life Member of the CCNSW has probably played in
more countries in the world than most. From the old school of wicket-keepers before the
advent of “batsmen who can keep” will show his true abilities when the spinners are
introduced, look out for his lightning stumpings. A cricket fanatic named his son after
former Barbados greats Sobers and Hall knowing full well he would eventually get
around to touring there with Holmes Jnr. Captain of the last two major tours of the club
which were to Canada/North America/Hawaii and Malaysia.

ROB BENNETT
Batsman/Wicket keeper . Aggressive opening batsman on his first tour with the

CCNSW. The team will be hoping his 1995-96 form with University of NSW Club
continues on tour. Rob will also look forward to keeping wickets occasionally.
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CLINTON PALMER

Clinton hails from Western Australia where he has played grade cricket in Perth. A
right arm fast bowler he has played one game for the CCNSW during a short visit to the
castern states. A genuine import to the side Clinton will add to the fast bowling depth.

GREG BROOKS

Greg will become one of the personality players of the tour, his first for the club. The
big fast bowler is a regular player for the CCNSW side and his aggressive demeanour on
the field will ensure he becomes a favourite with his own side as well as the opposition.
Early favourite to be our representative should we stupidly get involved in any rum
drinking competitions with the locals on tour. Incredibly fit this year after countless
hours in a Coogee Gym following Aerobic Instructor Amanda up and down the stairs
during classes.

DARREN MASON

Now a regular member of the CCNSW side the former West Australian should relish the
small grounds and fast outficlds of the West Indies, he does his best to bat like a West
Indian where possible. His leg spinners could also become a deciding factor. Darren
should be one of the form players on tour as he is used to socialising the night before big
games!

SIMON ADAMS
Secretary Manager of the Cricketers Club of New South Wales in Sydney, Simon is a

relatively new but now regular player with the CCNSW team. An outstanding fielder
Simon is like lightning in the covers, nothing will get past him!
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CRAIG KITSON

The token Englishman on tour will give everyone else someone to pick on. A regular
member of the CCNSW side, formerly of Bradford in the UK, Craig is a stylish middle
order batsman and will leave our shores as one of our spinning spearheads. Craigisa
security guard for Kerry Packer and is usually on duty when something gets stolen from

the building.

JOFF JOHNSON (Lieutenant Colonel)

CCNSW legend, and former Australian Combined Services rep. Has toured the world
with the CCNSW and his exploits in Asia have become folklore. Hard hitting left-
handed opening bat and dynamic slip fielder. Former captain Joffy is currently known
as the “gazelle” at home due to his lightning running between wickets.

ANGUS GIBSON

The grazier from “Tirrana” could almost be described as the ultimate all rounder - right
handed batsman, leg spinner and wicket keeper. Another on his 1st tour with the
CCNSW Angus is well credentialed having represented Eastern Suburbs in Canberra for
11 years and also represented the A.C.T. in the State and National indoor cricket titles
between 1984-1988.

Current secretary and vice captain of the famous Kookaburras Cricket Club from
Goulbum.

ED SMITH

Genuine all-rounder from the Molonglo Club in Canberra ironically bears a resemblance
to the world’s best in Steve Waugh when on the field. This alone should provide plenty
of incentive for our West Indian opponents while on tour in the Caribbean. Ed who bats,
bowls and fields equally as well will be making his debut for the CCNSW on this tour.
He will be joined on this trip by his girlfriend Merren.
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PAUL BRENNER.

A young, aggressive opening batsman and sound fielder from Mike Bevans Manly
Warringah Club in Sydney's Northern beaches. Paul will benefit immensly from a tour
such as this. Comes from a sporting family. His father is an able administrator of this

same club.

ADAM ELBOURNE

Currently playing first grade with the Sydney University club and has represented NSW
Colts. One of the youngest players to tour with the club he is expected to return home to
enter the AIS Academy under the guidance of the great Rodney Marsh hopefully
following in the footsteps of other AIS graduates such as Bevan, Slater and Ponting. A

player of the future.

DAVE STEWART

A CCNSW tour would never be the same without a lanky Queenslander. A discovery of
popular tourist Graeme Shoebridge, Dave is from far north Queensland! A medium
pace bowler Dave will be expected to do plenty of the bowling this trip. Test him out
with his knowledge of Music!

FRANK CROWE

Another CCNSW regular Frank has also toured the world with the club. A lefi-handed
opening bat and a great fielder Frank has represented NSW Country and was “lucky” to
miss the game against a West Indian touring team which included Holding, Roberts and

co!
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STUART RIDGE

Right arm medium pace bowler and sound lower order batsman.
Stuart is an experienced tourist and a former captain of the club. His ability to bowl
economically in tight situations will make him a valuable team member.

sl o oo ko s o i ok ok ok ok Rk ok ok ok ok

Sir Learie Constantine - Trinidad & West Indies

It is said that Learie Constantine was the first West Indian cricketer to be universally
recognised by the public. He personified the spirit of Caribbean cricket to the outside world.
His infectious enthusiasm and natural skill are remembered longer than some other
performances which are written in the record books.

Learie was primarily a bowler, at international level at least, with an unusual variety of pace.
Although his batting could change the tempo of the game, it tended to be short-lived, but
often spectacular. He scored only four half-centuries in five series but his bowling was more
consistent. Even if he had not bowled a ball or hit a run, Learie would have been invaluable
for his outstanding catching and ground fielding. Spectators came just to see him field. In
later life he attributed his amazing anticipation to a careful study of the bowler from the start

of his run-up.
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1806

1857

1859

1865

1869

1877

1882

1882

1886

1887

1891

1892
1895
1895

1896

EARLY DATES IN WEST INDIAN CRICKET

Meeting of St Anne’s Cricket Club in Barbados

Cricket being played at Codrington College, Barbados

EM Sealey scores century at Codrington College, Barbados

First inter-colonial match Barbados v British Guiana.

Trinidad plays first inter-colonial match v British Guiana

Formation of the Wanderers Club, Bridgetown, Barbados

EF Wright scores first 1st class century British Guiana v Trinidad
Formation of Pickwick Club and its occupancy of Kensington ground
West Indies team tours Canada and USA

USA team tours West Indies

First inter-colonial tournament played at Wanderers Club. Won by
Barbados

HC Clarke takes 10 for 31 for Harrisonians v Codrington College
First visit by an English team to West Indies - led by R Lucas
First score over 500 - Barbados 517 v Guyana

Occupation of Queen’s Park oval by Queen’s Park Cricket Club
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WORDS OF WISDOM

“Long ago [ discovered there was more to life than Cricket; and more to cricket
than runs and wickets” - David Frost

A Captain’s Role: A PR officer, agricultural consultant,
psychiatrist, accountant, nursemaid and
diplomat - Doug Insole

“Cricket is quite a harmless game, but he is a lucky man who has not
sweat some blood before he’s done with it” - J C Snaith

“The curious thing is that it attracts the incompetents as
well, those who never make a run and cannot bowl and yet,
doomed only to dreary waiting in the pavilion and to
fatiguing fielding, they turn up punctually on every
occasion, hoping for the best and even such is the human
heart’s buoyancy, expecting it” - John Arlott

“In the end it is only the camaraderie of the team, the lifelong
friendships which you forge and the opportunity for interesting
sorties outside the grind of the cricket grounds which make the
experience worthwhile” - Bill O’Reilly
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