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THE CRICKETERS’ CLUB
OF NEW SOUTH WALES

"THE CLUB THAT BREATHES CRICKET"

The Club is situated in the historical and now restared 139 year old
Commonwealth Bank Building situated at No.11 Barrack Street - just a
"boundary throw" from the G.P.O.

(In evenings, you will lind us very much alive with several cricketers in
attendance

You can score more than few drinks until stumps are drawn!

Social evenings, altended by prominent sporting identities, are held
regularly.

Come and relax in a friendly almosphere over lunch in the “Invincibles"
Dining Room or catch a quick lunch from the Bistro.

There 1s no finer place for your meetings, social gatherings or private
funchions In fact, there is no finer place.

I'hone:
Membership Fee Office: 9267 5861
$50.00 per annum 9267 5838

Nao joining fee Fax: 9290 3938
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
NORFOLK ISLAND
1998

In June 1992, on a rain-soaked Lord lfowe Island, I had plenty of time to
ponder the prospects of cricket in this enchanting Pacific region. | cast my
thoughts towards the prospect of a joint Lord Howe - Norfok Island Tour for
the Club. Economic travel logistics rule out any cricket “joint venture”
involving at the one time both these wonderful Islands; but | brought my
thoughts back with me, those years ago, and discussed the prospect straight
away with the “author” of this Tour, Adrian Hawkes.

And s0, now, the “first leg” of this Pacific joumey has come to pass. And
what an interesting and special visit to Norfolk Island will it be for our Club
tourists.

And, 1 believe, it will be special for the Islanders as well 2s | understand that
1998 is the 160™ Anniversary of cricket there, first recorded in October 1838
at Kingston Oval. Most cricket fans would associate the latter place with
another island, Jamaica, where the word “lashes” is used to describe a fast
bowler giving a batsman a torrid time! On Norfolk, that expression must
surely be very closely associated with two of our Norfolk opponents, namely
the “Bounty XI"” and the “Administrator’s XI"! And I understand that it is
customary on Norfolk, at least on the matting wickets there, for 2-piece balls
to be used, true to the tradition of those once attached to “anklets"™!

But it will be a2 wonderful and special, indeed "unique”, eccasion for our Club
to help the Islanders celebrate this special year in their history; and, as well,
to help give cricket on Norfolk a little boost along, as 1 understand that, in
recent years, much work has been put into re-establishing the game and
facilities on Norfolk.

Our Team carries with it my best wishes, and to pass those wishes onto our
hosts, who no doubt will be doing much work in the usual preparation and
lead-up associated with hosting, and extending the famous [sland hospitality,
to CCNSW.

It does not need me to say to our Tourisls, enjoy the cricket, and enjoy the
Norfolk hospitality - that is guaranteed.

JOIN McGRUTIIER
PRESIDENT




HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB XI
(By award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard)

I'hc idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894
when it was suggested that the New South Wales Crickel Association
combine with the controlling bodies in cycling, swimming, rugby and
athletics to form a sports club.

Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-commiltee
to inquire inlo the possibilily of acquiring clubrooms for the Association.
This commiltee's recommendation that the Association make an arrangement
with the Commercial Travellers’ Club in Pill Street to use their premises was
rejecled.

The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a
NSWCA meeting, but it was not until 1936 that the Association decided to
build a club in its new building in George Street.

1he prominent solicitor Syd Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-
storey building in George Street for 54,803 pounds, drafted a constitution for
the Cricketers' Club in August 1938, and the club was registered as a
company on | | September, 1939, eight days after the outbreak of World War
]

I'rom the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supporled the
development of cricket. Two cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket
Ifouse for members to practice during lunch hours and these nets remained in
operation until 1953,

Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick batsman Jack
(hegwyn aware of big possibilities for country tours by teams of leading
players from the State's representalive sides.

Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century in his
five matches for NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for
the pioncering work he did in the bush with tcams selected at the Cricketers'
Club



By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most
Sydney grade cricketers were members and at the end of that year the club
made a 1000 pounds loan to the NSWCA to help the Association continue
operating at a time when it had no income from Test or Sheffield Shield
cricket,

The Cricketers' Club entered a side in the City & Suburban competition in
1959, and since moving to Barrack Street in 1981 has continued to play
regularly in that competition. Over the years many brilliant players have
appeared for the club, including Richie Benaud, Alan Davidson, Keith Miller,
“ Arthur Morris, Bill Watson, Geolff Lawson, Greg Matthews, Allan Tumer and
Mike Whitney.

Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the club introduced a rule automatically
granting membership to Australian Test players. The England and Australian
leams in the 1988 Bicentenary match in Sydney played for a trophy donated
by the Crickelers’ Club.

Cricketers' Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and
Suburban competition for 20 years. The club has hosted several touring
teams from England, Canada, Malaysia, India, the West Indies, New Zealand
and the USA. Overseas tours are becoming more common.

Author’s note: Jack Pollard is the author of numerous outstanding
cricket books.

Recent tours include:

1989 Fiji

1991 Asia, involving matches in Hong Kong, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur,
Johore & Singapore

1992 Christchurch

1993 Christchurch

1993 North America

1994 Malaysia and Singapore

1995 Auckland

1996 Barbados/Trinidad

1997 England



HISTORY OF NORFOLK ISLAND CRICKET

In this year 1998 Norfolk Island’s Cricket History celebrates its 160™
year since its first recorded cricket match at the Kingston Oval, which
took place on the 10™ October 1838.

Played by the Military, during Norfolk Island’s 2™ penal settlement
1825-1853 and then taken on again by the Pilcaimers in 1857, it is still
played on the same ground, giving it the title of one of the oldest grounds
in the Southern Hemisphere.

It is from excerpts of the diary of Ensign Best that the first official match
is known to have taken place. In the days prior to the match ‘Ensign’
begins his description with the following quotes: “Having to set down
the 8® and 9™ October 1838 to clear the ground, so as the game and some
sort of practise could take place. The ground was in a wretched state, cut
up by carts and grown over by weeds. 10™ October 1838; there was
much excitement. In the Barracks men rushing violently about, betting
figs of tobacco on the result of the game. On the cricket ground a
pitching of wickets and tents, and at half past twelve the playing
commenced and lasted till five, when the 50" were declared victorious.
This was the result I had expected as few of our men had taken bat in
hand since leaving England. While our adversaries had at least two years
practise. At the mens request | challenged them to play again on the day
Fortnight”.

Ensign Best went on lo record, in minor detail at least 5 other matches of
cricket during his time on the island.

Aler the penal settlement was closed down and the military lefl, the
Pilcaimers, descendants of the Bounty Mutineers and their Tahitian
wives arrived, Cricket was not known to these people, but was soon to
become a favourite pastime. In 1857 the Melanesian Mission was
established to teach the natives of many islands, the teachings of
Christianity, among them was a “Bishop Patterson™, who came from
England, an Eton boy who had captained the Eton Eleven and who
bought cricket to the Mission, and also to the new Norfolk Islanders. It
was at this stage in history that cricket was carried on by the present
generation,

Itis not clear when il was initially played, but it has become a tradition
that on the anniversary of the arrival of the Pitcaimers to Norfolk, 2 game
of cricket between descendants of the mutineers and an all comers team
be played each year on the 8™ of June.

The match played in 1997 was the one that rekindled cricket on Norfolk
afler a break of some 4 years, which was mainly due to the lack of
players.
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Since the Mission years the strength of Cricket on Norfolk Island has
fluctuated from time to time. The 1920s and 30s seem to have been
possibly the strongest with as many as six local teams taking part in the
seasons competition. Lord Howe Island paid regular visits to Norfolk
during this time. Once again the military played a part in boosting
players ranks during the 2™ World War. Norfolk, at times had over 1,000
servicemen based on the island.

After the war years and with a majority of the island’s youngsters leaving
the island in search of career opportunities player numbers dwindled and
during the 50s teams were hard to find. With the advent of the growing
tourist industry during the 60s and the return of some of the island’s
population the number of teams tended to remain at between 3 or 4 teams
each year.

With the island experiencing good times during the 70s and 80s although
the number of teams did not vary much, a greater outside influence was
gained with the increased numbers of staff from establishmenis such as
bank stafT, teachers and tradesmen whose services were in need on the
island in both work and play.

The early 90s saw the slow demise of Norfolk's cricket with only 2 teams
playing the 92 and 93 seasons. Owing to the lack of facilities available
to local juniors, this seemed to be a contributing factor to the demise of
the game on the Island. After the 1997 June 8* Bounty day match a 3
team competition and efficient committee have not only restarted cricket
on Norfolk but have also commenced and partly finished a practice pitch
and nets within the school grounds in the hope of producing enough
players to have a junior competition as well as senior. Needless to say
with the implication of projects such as this and the continued bonus of
having visiting teams coming to the Island, the future of the game on
Norfolk Island holds much promise.

Historical research - Les Brown Norfolk Island Cricket
Assoclation
Complled by - Hadyn Evans

May 1998



WORDS OF WISDOM

A Captain’s Role: A PR officer, agricultural consultant,
psychiatrist, accountant, nursemaid and
diplomat - Doug Insole

“In the end it is only the camaraderie of the team, the lifelong
friendships which you forge and the opportunity for interesting
sorties outside the grind of the cricket grounds which make the
experience worthwhile” - Bill O 'Reilly

FAMOUS QUOTES

Border, AR
You can see by his walk to the wicket, like a terrier out for a walk ina
neighbourhood bristling with bigger dogs, that he is ready for a fight and
not afraid of his ability to look after himself.
Christopher Martin-Jenkins
Cricket Characters (1987)

Botham, I T
He lifled the game from a state of conventional excitement to one of
unbelievable suspense and drama and finally into the realms of romantic
fiction.
Henry Blofeld
Taunton (1974) reprinted in The Guardian Book of Cricket (1986)

O'Reilly, W
To hit him for four would usually arouse a belligerent ferocity which
made you sorry. It was almost like disturbing a hive of beecs. He seemed
to attack from all directions.
Sir Donald Bradman
Farewell to Cricket (1950)

Richards, IV A
Proud as a peacock, handsome as a prince, strong as a horse, Viv
Richards was for the best part of ten years recognised as the best batsman
in the world. That is a big statement.
Christopher Martin-Jenkins
Cricket Characters (1987)

Trumper, V
As he walked past me he smiled, patted the back of his bat and said: ‘It
was too good for me." There was no triumph in me as | watched the
receding figure. [ felt like a boy who had killed a dove.
Arthur Mailey
10 for 66 and All That (1958)
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INVINCIBLES LUNCHEON CLUB
Only financial members of the Cricketers’ Club of NSW
are eligible to join the Invincibles Luncheon Club

MEMBERSHIP IS VALID FROM 1T JULY TO 30™ JUNE

YOUR DETAILS
CCNSW MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:

SURNAME:
POSTAL ADDRESS:
PHONE: (H) (W)
BENEFITS OF
MEMBERSHIP

e Three luncheons per year
for yourself (or proxy) with
a guest...

e Each luncheon includes a
three course meal with
beer, wine and soft drink
inclusive...

e Special “Invincible” guest
speaker at each luncheon...

e A complimentary bottle of
port with your own
personalised Invincibles
Club label...

e 10% discount on meals at
the Club Dining Room
when paying cash...

e Special Invincibles
Luncheon Club
Membership Card




ACCOMMODATION

Hibiscus Aloha, Taylors Road, Bumt Pine, Norfolk Island, NSW 2899
P.O. Box 34, Norfolk Island
Tel: 00-11-6723-22325
Fax: 00-11-6723-22908

FIXTURES

Sunday 27 September Bounty XI
10.30am 35 overs

Wednesday 30 September Norfolk Island XI
10.00am 50 overs

Saturday 3 October Norfolk Island XI
10.00am 50 overs

Sunday 4 October Administrators X|
10.30am 35 overs

nb. Wicket is matting on concrete - spikes cannot be worn
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PLAYER PROFILES

PAUL ALLEN

Age 33 Plumber
Right hand batsman, wicket keeper and medium pace bowler. Forceful
opening bat and captain of the North Richmond first XI. Also a useful bowler
and a safe fielder. Has made valuable contributions in the Cricketers’ Club
fixtures this season, and toured England last season.

MICHAEL BIRCHALL

Age 48 Mechanical Engineer
Right hand bat and medium pace bowler. An enthusiastic all rounder and
fine team man who plays in the more social games and enjoys fielding.
Very good soccer player, represented N.S.W. in his youth. Wandered
into cricket late in life after watching too much television, has toured Fiji,
Asia, New Zealand, North America and England with the Club. A
karaoke specialist, especially after a few drinks, and coming with his
partner, Di.

DAVID BYRNES

Age 29 Prison Officer
Right hand batsman, medium pace bowler, occasional wicket keeper and
superb outfielder. The complete all rounder. A tall man, sometimes
vulnerable at the start of his innings but a powerful and aggressive front
foot player. Has captained North Richmond to a league premiership - a
natural leader, inspiring on the field and sociable off. Toured England
with the CCNSW in 1997. Also a very capable fly half at rugby union.
Coming with his partner, Kirsten.

DENNIS CAMERON

Age 45 Security Manager
Right arm bowler and left hand batsman. Toured Fiji, Asia, New
Zealand, North America and Canada with the Club. A keen tourist who
has been involved in the organisation or several tours and has caplained
the club on many occasions. Coming with his wife, Jennifer.



STEVE CROSS

Age 47 Dentist
Right hand bat and medium pace/off spin bowler. Still plays and takes
wickets for North Richmond 1st XI, although now more frequently bowls
off breaks. A determined lower order batsman who puts a high price on
his wicket. Has considerable experience with difficult extractions, toured
England last season. Coming with his wife, Jennifer and 2 teenage
children.

FRANK CROWE

Age 45 Travel Agent
Left hand opening bat and brilliant fielder in the covers region. Used to
play a lol of representative cricket in country New South Wales. A
regular player with the Cricketers’ Club for the last 15 years, “Frantic”
plays a vital role in organising tours for the club through his enterprising
travel agency, and has toured Fiji, Asia, New Zealand, North America ,
West Indies and England with the Club. Frank lived in England for 3
years in the early 80's but didn’t play any cricket there. Coming with his
wife, Marie and his two young children.

BRIAN FALLON

Age 51 University Administrator
Right hand middle order batsman. Currently plays in the Moore Park
Cricket Association, and has fitted in cricket among his many sporting
interests one of which is yachting. Extremely keen and willing to get
involved in any capacity, toured England last season. Coming with his
wife Margarel, and looking forward to the tour with great enthusiasm and
expectation,

ROD FLAHERTY

Age 25 Surveyor
Left arm fast medium bowler, lel hand batsman. Plays for North Richmond
in Hawkesbury District Cricket Association and has headed the league
bowling averages for the past two seasons. Quiet, phlegmatic, and very
steady bowler, with the ability 1o swing the ball. Plays occasionally for the
Cricketers” Club and toured England last season. Very sociable off the field.
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ADRIAN HAWKES

Age 51 Solicitor
Right hand medium pace seam and swing bowler and capable lower order bat
Has played most of his cricket in the U.K., where he has taken over one
thousand wickets (including four hat tricks, one in the opening over of a
game). Has played and watched cricket in Europe, North America, S.E. Asia,
South America, India, Pakistan, Fiji and New Zealand. Coming with his
young son and wife, Jenny whom he met on a cricket tour of Ausltralia, and
has since emigraled here. Adrian plays a major role in the administration of
the club and is the driving force behind this tour.

NOEL MOIG

Age 49 Sports Distributor
Right hand opening bal and occasional ofT spinner. Played lop grade
cricket in Rhodesia and represented Defence Forces v South Africa.
Came to Australia in 1978 and played grade for Waverley al all levels
from 1" to fifth. A regular player for the Cricketers' Club since 1984.
Toured Asia with the Club. Coming with his wife Carol and two young
daughters.

STUART RIDGE

Age 36 Computer Consultant
Right hand medium fast bowler and capable lale order batsman. Won
‘blues’ at Oxford University for both cricket and soccer. a rare
accomplishment. Also played Minor Counties cricket in UK. Came to
Australia in 1987 and played lower grade for Waverley and Randwick
before joining the Cricketers’ Club in 1991. Toured Asia. and Notth
America with the Club. Coming with his wife Cathy and two young
children,

PETER TURNBULL

Age 42 Accountant
Right hand opening batsman and left hand bowler. Hlas been playing ‘A’
grade cricket for over 20 years and has also represented his district.
Achieved a long held ambition last year to watch Australia play in
England, and also play himsell. Coming with his wife. Carale and two

children.
1



THE BATTLE FOR THE ASHIES

From the lime you tune your crystal set

To hear Don Bradman's name
And the dulcet lones of Arlotl

Bring such romance to the game,

From the time you hurry home from school
To recreate those clashes

Then there is no sporting contest

Like the battle for The Ashes.

From the time you see Ray Lindwall
On that hallowed Sydney turfl
As you sil beside your father

When your mates have gone to surf,

From the time you see Keith Miller
And the brilliant blade he flashes
Then there is no sporting contest

Like the battle for The Ashes.

When you wake that Christmas moming
And you spot that blade of willow
Other gifls lose all importance
That are spread around your pillow,
And even on the wrelched day
That bathroom window smashes
There is no sporting conlest
Like the battle for The Ashes.

In the fifly years that follow
You will see them come and go
Men Like Harvey, Chappell, Border
Facing Trueman, Lock and Snow,
As you watch the Waugh boys plunder
Lest the lower order crashes
There is still no sporting contest
Like the battle for The Ashes.

foa L.

Pcier Fenton is the author of 3 books on sport, including one book of poems
entiticd “Sport the way 1 speak it” (Little Hill Press). He is a well known
rugby coach and self-confessed ‘sports nut’, also a frequent raconteur and

after Dinner speaker.
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