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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

LORD HOWE ISLAND

Keith Miller says:- "To play cricket on Lord Howe Island was a great experience.
It is a wonderful Island. It is the one Island where you feel as though you can walk
on water ... it is simply that the place is alive with fish ... blue fish. In fact, forget
about cricket, the place spoiled me for fishing forever. This is one hell of a
different place for a cricket tour and your chaps will really enjoy it".

This Lord Howe Island adventure completes the "Island double", following the
wonderful journey our Team had to Norfolk Island just months ago. | can speak
of first hand experience to the wonders of Lord Howe Island - unfortunately, from
a rain-soaked week there in 1990 (which did not affect my enjoyment, indeed,
gave birth to the idea for this cricket adventure today). It is a unique place, as the
World Heritage people have rightfully proclaimed. No Travelogue from me - you
will all have read much of it in your preparations for this wonderful cricket trip - is
necessary. | could only remark, so far as | know, no Cricket Club in the world has
undertaken the "double" journeys to Norfolk and Lord Howe Islands, a testament
to the creativity of the Cricketers' Club of NSW (and its organisers).

Simply - enjoy the cricket, and enjoy the Island to the fullest.

Best wishes,

JOHN McGRUTHER
PRESIDENT




CRICKET ON LORD HOWE ISLAND

Organised cricket on Lord Howe Island began on 21 August 1900 with the
formation of a committee and the club colours of black and gold adopted.

A ten metre concrete pitch was laid out at the ground where cricket is played
today. This ground was known as Farnell Park and Recreation Ground.

Due to a lack of funds only ten metres of concrete could be laid, however this
mat covered strip proved effective, with batsmen changing ends at the
completion of each over.

Lord Howe's cricket entered its own golden era between the wars when George
Garney, a N.S.W.C.A. coach, arranged a number of two week pre-season tours
to the island. These tours included players such as Stan Sismey, Sid Barnes,
Ron Saggers. Bob Hines. Wendell Bill, Cec Pepper and Jack Walsh. Perhaps
the Island's most competent cricketer of this time was the late Ron (Pope)
Payten who played both junior and grade cricket for the St. George club with
Bill O'Reilly and Stan McCabe.

During the 1920's and 30's several tours were arranged to Norfolk Island.
Among the Lord Howe players were Larry Thompson, Norm and Jim King as
well as the Payten Brothers Ron, Harry, Tom and Frank.

The first Sydney side to tour the Island arrived on the 1 Sept 1934 and included
many first class players such as Bob Hines and Jack Walsh. Four matches
were played with the team departing by ship on the 17 Sept.

World War Two saw many of the island's young men serve. One of the
Island's most talented cricketers, Larry Thompson, lost his life serving with the
R.A.F. over Germany. "Pope" Payten spent time as a P.O.W. at the infamous
Changi Jail. Les King served with the R.A.A.F. in New Guinea and began a
glittering cricket career culminating with representation of the Combined
Services.

After the war cricket re-emerged with some vigour. Local workers knocked off
at lunchtime on Fridays for the weekly cricket match. These games enabled
local players to learn from some of Sydney's best young cricketers.

Keith Miller led a side to the Island in 1950; this side played three two day
"tests" and a one day "mixed" match. Due in no small part to his performances
against this talented touring side, John Thompson later gained the opportunity
to play first grade cricket in Sydney.

Cricket continued through the 1950's, 60's and early 70's in much the same
vein with a number of tours by both local and mainland sides. Players of this
era included names such as Les King, Don Payten, Bill Retmock, Brian
Simpson, Jim Whistler, Clive Lance and Gower Wilson as well as Wallace

Woolnough.



Construction of the airstrip, and the subsequent significant social change
impacted harshly on all organised sport, with cricket suffering substantially.
However an airlink was established with Norfolk Island, enabling the staging of
reciprocal tours. Included in the Norfolk tour of the late 1970's were several
veterans, blended with youngsters such as Adrian Skeggs, who later
represented Australia in Rugby Union.

A series of Hazelton Airlines sponsored tours were conducted through to the
mid 1980's. Alan Davidson and Arthur Morris were among the tourists.

Cricket over more recent years has consisted of four to five matches per
season featuring teams representing "Pinetrees", each of the Armed Forces,
and regular intra-island clashes.

Lord Howe touring side on Norfolk Island circa 1930's



HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB XI

(By award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard)

The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when
it was suggested that the New South Wales Cricket Association combine with
the controlling bodies in cycling, swimming, rugby and athletics to form a sports
club.

Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-committee to
inquire into the possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the Association. This
committee's recommendation that the Association make an arrangement with
the Commercial Travellers' Club in Pitt Street to use their premises was

rejected.

The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a
NSWCA meeting, but it was not until 1936 that the Association decided to build
a club in its new building in George Street.

The prominent solicitor Syd Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-
storey building in George Street for 54,803 pounds, drafted a constitution for
the Cricketers' Club in August 1938, and the club was registered as a company
on 11 September, 1939, eight days after the outbreak of World War II.

From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the
development of cricket. Two cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket
House for members to practice during lunch hours and these nets remained in
operation until 1953.

Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick batsman Jack
Chegwyn aware of big possibilities for country tours by teams of leading players
from the State's representative sides.

Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century in his
five matches for NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for
the pioneering work he did in the bush with teams selected at the Cricketers’
Club.

By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most
Sydney grade cricketers were members and at the end of that year the Club
made a 1000 pound loan to the NSWCA to help the Association continue
operating at a time when it had no income from Test or Sheffield Shield cricket.

The Cricketers' Club entered a side in the City & Suburban competition in 1959,
and since moving to Barrack Street in 1981 has continued to play regularly in
that competition. Over the years many brilliant players have appeared for the
Club, including Richie Benaud, Alan Davidson, Keith Miller, Arthur Morris, Bill
Watson, Geoff Lawson, Greg Matthews, Allan Turner and Mike Whitney.

Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the Club introduced a rule automatically
granting membership to Australian Test players. The England and Australian
teams in the 1988 Bicentenary match in Sydney played for a trophy donated by
the Cricketers' Club.



Cricketer's Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and
Suburban competition for 20 years. The Club has hosted several touring teams
from England, Canada, Malaysia, India, the West Indies, New Zealand and the
USA. Overseas tours are becoming more common.

Editor's note: Jack Pollard is the author of numerous outstanding cricket
books.

The Club has undertaken 10 overseas tours in the last decade.

1989 Fiji

1991 Asia, involving matches in Hong Kong, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Johore
& Singapore

1992 Christchurch

1993 Christchurch

1993 North America

1994 Malaysia and Singapore
1995 Auckland

1996 Barbados/Trinidad

1997 England

1998 Norfolk Island

1999 Lord Howe

1999 South Africa (projected)

The Cricketers' Club has about 1,000 members, of whom possibly 200 are still
active cricketers. The Club also has a golf section, Of those 200 cricketers,
approximately 30 play for the Club on Saturdays, and another 30 on Sundays
and in mid-week games.

In the City and Suburban competition on Saturday afternoons, the Club plays
about 24 matches a season. These are generally about 35 overs a side,
although by agreement, they are sometimes extended to 40 overs. The C&S
"competition" does not have a formal league table and not all clubs in the
competition play each other. Nevertheless cricket is played in a competitive
manner, and at its best, would probably equate to the standard of 3rd-4th
Grade Cricket, although considerably shortened. In recent seasons, the Club
has lost very few C&S games.

On Sundays, the Club plays 13 fixtures in a competitive over 40's "Masters"
league, in which the Club's position has varied from league winners to bottom.
These are 40 over a side games. Six bowlers must be used, and batsmen
must retire on scoring 40 runs.

The Club also plays about 15-17 other competitive but "friendly" fixtures, on
grounds varying from such as the MCG, SCG, the Gabba and Bradman Oval,
Bowral, to small country grounds such as Dooralong, Mandalong, and
Crookwell. Opposition includes teams such as the Melbourne Cricket Club,
Queensland Cricketers' Club, the Primary Club, Lords Taverners, Kookaburras,
Army Irregulars, Molongolo and a couple of overseas touring sides. These are
generally full day games of about 45-50 overs a side.

In the 1998-1999 season, the Club should play about fifty fixtures, and use
about sixty players.



WORDS OF WISDOM

A Captain's Role: A PR officer, agricultural consultant, psychiatrist, accountant, nursemaid
and diplomat - Doug Insole

"In the end it is only the camaraderie of the team, the lifelong friendships which you forge
and the opportunity for interesting sorties outside the grind of the cricket grounds which
make the experience worthwhile" - Bill O'Reilly

FAMOUS QUOTES

Border, AR
You can see by his walk to the wicket, like a terrier out for a walk in a neighbourhood
bristling with bigger dogs, that he is ready for a fight and not afraid of his ability to look after
himself.
Christopher Martin-Jenkins
Cricket Characters (1987)

Botham, I T
He lifted the game from a state of conventional excitement to one of unbelievable suspense
and drama and finally into the realms of romantic fiction.

Henry Blofeld

Taunton (1974) reprinted in The Guardian Book of Cricket (1986)

O'Reilly, W J
To hit him for four would usually arouse a belligerent ferocity which made you sorry. It was
almost like disturbing a hive of bees. He seemed to attack from all directions.
Sir Donald Bradman
Farewell to Cricket (1950)

Richards, IV A
Proud as a peacock, handsome as a prince, strong as a horse, Viv Richards was for the
best part of ten years recognised as the best batsman in the world. That is a big
statement.
Christopher Martin-Jenkins
Cricket Characters (1987)

Trumper, V
As he walked past me he smiled, patted the back of his bat and said: "It was too good for
me." There was no triumph in me as | watched the receding figure. | felt like a boy who
had killed a dove.
Arthur Mailey
10 for 66 and All That (1958)



PLAYER PROFILES

MICHAEL BIRCHALL

Age 48 Mechanical Engineer
Right hand bat and medium pace bowler. An enthusiastic all rounder and fine
team man who plays in the more social games and enjoys fielding. Very good
soccer player, represented N.S.W. in his youth. Wandered into cricket late in
life after watching too much television, has toured Fiji, Asia, New Zealand,
North America, England and Norfolk Island with the Club. A karaoke specialist,
especially after a few drinks, and coming with his partner, Di.

KEITH ELLOY

Age 50 Export Meat Sales Director
Right hand opening bat and occasional keeper. Used to bowl right arm
medium swing, and played representative cricket for Singapore between ages
16-19. Came to Australia in 1971, and has thereafter played for Cricketers'
Club, and has captained Saturday side. A beautiful timer of the ball, has been
hampered by knee injuries in recent years. Coming with his wife Christine and
younger daughter Katharine.

BRIAN FALLON

Age 51 University Administrator
Right hand middle order batsman. Currently plays in the Moore Park Cricket
Association, and has fitted in cricket among his many sporting interests one of
which is yachting. Extremely keen and willing to get involved in any capacity,
toured England last season and Norfolk Island this season with the Cricketers'
Club. Coming with his wife Margaret, and looking forward to the tour with great
enthusiasm and expectation.

EVAN HAMMAN

Age 16 School Student
Right hand opening bat currently playing 1st XI with Knox Grammar School.
Played for Gordon Green Shield Team. Whilst playing with Lindfield last year
scored 107 out of a total of 152 which included 27 sundries. A hard hitting
opening batsman with a magnificent pair of hands in any fielding position.

ROWAN HAMMAN

Age 19 University Student
A stylish left hand batsman currently playing First and Second Grade with the
University of NSW. Occasional right hand leg spin bowler; has played for NSW
Under 17 State Squad and NSW Schoolboys. Played 1st Grade at the age of
18 years. Attended Knox Grammar School and was selected in the first XI
whilst in Year 9 and later formed part of the school's Most Successful Opening
Partnership.



STIRLING HAMMAN

Age 50 Barrister
Right hand middle order bat. Medium pace bowler and occasional keeper.
President of Lindfield Cricket Club for whom he usually plays. Proud father of
Rowan and Ewan, and also Lauren who at 12 years old, was selected in the
NSW Schoolgirls' Team. Has himself played since 10 years of age with varying
degrees of skill and success but always with a passion for the Game. On his
twelfth overseas cricket tour, but first for the Cricketers' Club.

ADRIAN HAWKES

Age 51 Solicitor
Right hand medium pace seam and swing bowler and capable lower order bat.
Has played most of his cricket in the U.K., where he has taken over one
thousand wickets (including four hat tricks, one in the opening over of a game).
Has also played and watched cricket in about 21 countries in Europe, North
America, S.E. Asia, South America, India, Pakistan, Fiji, Australia, Norfolk
Island and New Zealand. Coming with his young son and wife, Jenny whom
he met on a cricket tour of Australia, and has since emigrated here. Adrian
plays a major role in the administration of the club and is the driving force

behind this tour.

STEVE PURCELL

Age 45 Accountant
Right hand medium paced bowler and tail end batsman currently playing with
CCNSW Masters. Former 1st Grade opening bowler for Ipswich in Queensland
in the 1970's, and played for about 12 years for Winston Hills in Sydney local
cricket. Had essentially given up cricket for the past five years, but persuaded
to come out of retirement this year in preparation for Lord Howe. Coming with
his wife Kim.

RODGER ROBERTSON

Age 53 Aviation Consultant and University Lecturer
Right hand bat: occasional wicket keeper and right medium bowler.
Aggressive opening bat who used to play 1st grade for University of New South
Wales in the 1970's. Has played for Qantas and also over the past decade for
CCNSW and captained Masters side and England touring side. Has now
forsaken regular cricket for golf, but still plays, occasionally. Has toured
England, Asia, Christchurch and Norfolk Island with the Cricketers Club and
many other parts of the world with the Qantas cricket team. Coming with his
wife Robin, and son, Tom and daughter-in-law, Nancy.

TOM ROBERTSON

Age 26 Analyst Programmer
Left hand opening bat and right hand fast medium bowler. Has played since
aged 8 for Peakhurst South in local Georges River competition. A very
aggressive opening bat, not afraid to hit over the top from the first ball. When
successful, can quickly dominate an attack. Bowls fast but erratically, which
can be "exciting" on an artificial wicket. Coming with his wife, Nancy, and also
his parents Rodger and Robin.



GORDON SALIER

Age 62 Solicitor
Right hand medium paced bowler (formerly fast) and right hand lower order
bat. Current Vice-President of the Cricketers Club. Coming more as a
spectator, with his wife Toni and daughter Alexandra, but will play if required.
Played 10 years "A" Grade Junior Cricket for Randwick (equivalent to 2nd
grade today), and then played regularly for the Cricketers Club 1973-83 in the
City and Suburban; toured New Zealand (1984) and Brisbane (1988) in the
"Golden Oldies" tournaments. Once held the record 1st wicket partnership for
the Cricketers' Club of 113 with Australian Test Player Bill Watson (and
outscored him!). His bowling is gentler today but still to be respected.

ROGER WILLIAMS

Age 59 Solicitor
Left hand Fast-Medium (in his prime) bowler and tail end batsman. Played
Moor Park cricket for about 20 years, before joining the Cricketers' Club in 1983
for whom he played for 7 seasons. Also went with the "Golden Oldies" to
England in 1986. Coming with his wife, Kerrie who has a passion for cricket -
she loathes it! Will play, if required but do not expect Kerrie to watch.

GARRY WINNEY

Age 47 Accountant

Right hand middle order bat and off-break. bowler, who has been hit for six on
most grounds in Sydney, including the S.C.G. Still an excellent out-fielder.

Played for 20 years for Kogarah Boys in the St George Cricket Association
before playing Grade for St George DCC 1985-89, captaining 4th and 5th
grade. Joined the Cricketers' Club in 1990, and has since toured Fiji, Asia,
New Zealand (twice) and Canada. Also played baseball for 20 years (2nd
base), which is still evidenced in his fielding. Married the Club scorer, Margaret
and coming with her and their young daughter, Jessica.
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THE BATTLE FOR THE ASHES

From the time you tune your crystal set

To hear Don Bradman's name
And the dulcet tones of Arlott

Bring such romance to the game,

From the time you hurry home from school
To recreate those clashes

Then there is no sporting contest

Like the battle for The Ashes.

From the time you see Ray Lindwall
On that hallowed Sydney turf
As you sit beside your father
When your mates have gone to surf,
From the time you see Keith Miller
And the brilliant blade he flashes
Then there is no sporting contest
Like the battle for The Ashes.

When you wake that Christmas morning
And you spot that blade of willow
Other gifts lose all importance
That are spread around your pillow,
And even on the wretched day
That bathroom window smashes
There is no sporting contest
Like the battle for The Ashes.

In the fifty years that follow
You will see them come and go
Men Like Harvey, Chappell, Border
Facing Trueman, Lock and Snow,
As you watch the Waugh boys plunder
Lest the lower order crashes
There is still no sporting contest
Like the battle for The Ashes.

Peter Fenton

Peter Fenton is the author of 3 books on sport, including one book of poems entitied "Sport
the way | speak it" (Little Hill Press). He is a well known rugby coach and self-confessed
"sports nut", also a frequent raconteur and after Dinner speaker.
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