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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
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1999

It is a highly exciting adventure which lies ahead of our Club Team to the continent of Africa. It is not
the first time our Club Team has embarked on a South African Tour, as we undertook a brief Tour in
1994. However, this is a momentous “Cricket Safari™ which lies ahead.

Eleven games in four different venues (marvellous towns and cities) over seventeen days. Most of the
Team have been practising assiduously, especially since the World Cup semi final, as they are certain
there will be at least several last ball run outs on the agenda! And talking "Rugby" is off limits on the

Tour!

One of the great values of this Tour, though, is to cement wonderful and long standing links with our
sporting friends there.

Nor could there be a better time for a group of Cricketers of goodwill from New South Wales to be
visiting South Africa with both national sides enjoying eminent status internationally. Cricket is
spreading throughout South Africa, beyond the provincial areas and into the villages and outlying
zones and regions. Cricket interest in Australia is also growing, particularly following the triumphant
World Cup exposure.

I am certain, as always, our Cricketers will enjoy the hospitality, friendship and goodwill that always
emanates from cricket encounters, that special game which seems to bring out the best in human spirit.

Our Tourists, I am certain also, will enjoy the exposure to visiting, and leaming, first hand about the
culture, structure and developments in society in South Africa, and its rich heritage and history.

I wish all our Tourists a most wonderful Tour.

JOHN McGRUTHER
PRESIDENT




HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB XI
(By award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard)

The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when it was suggested that
the New South Wales Cricket Association combine with the controlling bodies in cycling, swimming,
rugby and athletics to form a sports club.

Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-committee to inquire into the
possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the Association. This committee's recommendation that the
Association make an arrangement with the Commercial Travellers’ Club in Pitt Street to use their
premises was rejected.

The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a NSWCA meeting, but it
was not until 1936 that the Association decided to build a club in its new building in George Street.

The prominent solicitor Syd Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-storey building in George
Street for 54,803 pounds, drafted a constitution for the Cricketers' Club in August 1938, and the club
was registered as a company on 11 September, 1939, eight days after the outbreak of World War II.

From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the development of cricket. Two
cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket House for members to practice during lunch hours and
these nets remained in operation until 1933.

Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick batsman Jack Chegwyn aware of big
possibilities for country tours by teams of leading players from the State's representative sides.

Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century in his five matches for NSW
between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for the pioneering work he did in the bush with
teams selected at the Cricketers' Club.
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By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most Sydney grade cricketers were
members and at the end of that year the club made a 1000 pounds loan to the NSWCA to help the
Association continue operating at a time when it had no income from Test or Sheffield Shield cricket.

The Cricketers' Club entered a side in the City & Suburban competition in 1959, and since moving to
Barrack Street in 1981 has continued to play regularly in that competition. Over the years many
brilliant players have appeared for the club, including Richie Benaud, Alan Davidson, Keith Miller,
Arthur Morris, Bill Watson, Geoff Lawson, Greg Matthews, Allan Tumner and Mike Whitney.

Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the club introduced a rule automatically granting membership to
Australian Test players. The England and Australian teams in the 1988 Bicentenary match in Sydney
played for a trophy donated by the Cricketers’ Club.

Cricketers' Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and Suburban competition for
20 years. The club has hosted several touring teams from England, Canada, Malaysia, India, the West
Indies, New Zealand and the USA. Overseas tours are becoming more common.

Recent tours include:

1989 Fiji

1991 Asia, involving matches in Hong Kong, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Johore & Singapore
1992 Christchurch

1993 Christchurch

1993 North America

1994 Malaysia and Singapore

1995 Auckland

1996 Barbados/Trinidad

1997 England

1998 Norfolk Island

1999 Lord Howe

Jack Pollard is the author of numerous outstanding cricket books.

RECIPROCAL CLUBS
South Africa Zimbabwe
The Wanderers Club Harare Sports Club
P.O. Box 55019 10" Avenue
Northlands 2116 Harare
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Friday 17 September

Saturday 18 September

Sunday 26 September

Friday 1 October

Tuesday 5 October

Wednesday 6 October

FLIGHTS

Depart Sydney

Arrive Johannesburg
Depart Johannesburg
Arrive Port Elizabeth

Depart Port Elizabeth
Amve Capetown

Depart Capetown
Arrive Johannesburg

Cricket Tour Concludes
Depart Johannesburg

Amive Sydney

9.40pm

6.20am
8.50am
10.30am

9.50am
11.05am

10.40pm
12.35pm

8.50pm

7.00pm

SA281

SA405

SA605

SA316

SA280

For those on the optional Kruger National Park Teur

Thursday 7 October
Friday 8 October

Depart Johannesburg
Amive Sydney

§.50pm
7.00pm

SA280



PORT ELIZABETH

Tuesday 21 September

Wednesday 22 September

Friday 24 September

Saturday 25 September

CAPETOWN

Monday 27 September

Tuesday 28 September

Wednesday 29 September

Thursday 30 September

JOHANNESBURG

Saturday 2 October

Sunday 3 October

Monday 4 October

FIXTURES

\‘r

Gypsies (East London)

Grasshoppers (Natal)

Stanley CC

Penguins CC

Stellenbosch

Police CC

Capetown CC

Western Province

Wanderer Nomads

Nicky Oppenheimers XI

Johannesburg Country Club



TOUR PARTY

JOHN RUSSELL
MANAGER

Better known as “J.R”, he is a Director of the Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales,
having occupied that position for the past seven years and is also the Manager

of the C & S team.

Has travelled extensively with CCNSW as well as leading the NSW Junior

Cricket Union tour of some 12 teams to England in 1993,

Recently attained the nice age of 70 years, bringing up 30 years involvement with
cricket administration. Former Secretary of St George DCC and the NSWICU,

of which he 1s a Life Member. Has also been part of the administration teams in

the ACB with their Under 17 and U119 Australian Championships since 1983.

JOHN EWING
UMPIRE

Retired

Glasgow born. Survived 37 years of social cricket in S.E. Asia prior to retiring
in Sydney. A fielding all rounder who cannot bat or bowl however he passed
the stringent examinations to qualify as a Sydney grade cricket umpire.

Will give batsman out “Hit Wicket”, if required.

PAUL ALLEN

- Plumber

- Right hand batsman, wicket keeper and medium pace bowler. A true all rounder
with all areas of the game covered

- Currently opens bating and is captain of the North Richmond first XI.

Has England and Norfolk Island with the Cricketers’ Club.




GRAEME ANDERSON
e . Finance Development Officer
8. Right hand batsman and wicket keeper. Very experienced having had 7 years
1st grade experience with the Melbourne Cricket Club and 20 years with
Port Melbourne.

MARSHALL BAXTER
.. Managing Director
- Hard hitting right hander batsman and medium pace bowler. Used to be a fast
- bowler but? Obviously enjoys the camaraderie of cricket tours as this is
x his sixth although his first with the cricketer’s club.

BILL BLAIR
Aircraft Maintenance Engineer
Right hand fast bowler and right hand batsman. Currently opens the bowling
and is a middle order batsman with Melton CC in the Melbourne subdistrict
competition. Previously played with North Melbourne District club for six
years. Bill has been on numerous Qantas tours and previously toured
England with the Cricketers’ Club

BRIAN BREAKESPEAR

NSW Police Inspector

Left hand batsman and left hand medium pace bowler. On his first cricketers’
club tour but has toured England and Canada with NSW and Australia

Police teams. Brian is also a Sydney district grade umpire.

Will be accompanied by his wife, Joy.




JOY BREAKESPEAR
. Joy will be on her first tour with the cricketers” club, however, instead of batting

and bowling she will be taking advantage of her love of travel and her dislike of
being a cricket “widow™.

GREG BROOKS

Software Sales & Marketing Consultant

Right hand fast bowler and left hand batsman.

One of the Club’s leading bowlers who also has the ability to score valuable runs
as well. A very competitive player who manages to control himself most of the
time. Picked up the nickname of “Taxi” on the West Indian tour because of his
willingness to be the designated driver.

BRONWYV BROOKS

 Nurse and mother to Ashleigh and An gus

~ Bron puts up with Greg all week and it is rumoured that she is actually happy to
- see him off to Cricket at the weekend so all that nervous energy can be dispelled.

- Loves a good red, a book and the occasional shopping trip.

Will be joining in on all tour activities.

DAVID BYRNES
Right hand batsman and bowler. Genuine all rounder who is competitive on

and off the field. Plays for the North Richmond first eleven and toured
England with the club. Also a keen rugby & tennis player who teamed with
Dennis Cameron to win the Norfolk open on the recent tour.




DENNIS CAMERON
Security Manager
Right hand slow bowler and left hand bat. Has toured many times with the
Cricketers’ Club and is involved in the organisation of this tour. Dennis is
also a keen rugby fan and is involved in cricket coaching..

PETER CARAPIET

Communications Engineer

Right hand batsman and wicket keeper. Aggressive opening batsman who has
captained the club on many occasions.

On his first overseas tour with the cricketers’ club.

Originally from India where he combined his talents in hockey and cricket.

Travel Agent

Left hand batsman. Plays for the Nth Richmond Club. 10th year of handling tours
for the Cricketers’ Club and other clubs.

Not too many “cricket playing” countries left to tour after this one.

ROD FLAHERTY
n Surveyor

Left hand bat and fast medium swing bowler. Plays for the Nth Richmond 1st XI.

A steady bowler who seems to perform best under pressure.

Enjoys the social side of the game and has toured England and Norfolk Island

with the Club.
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ADRIAN HAWKES

Solicitor
Right hand medium pace bowler. Has played and watched cricket in over
20 countries. Met his wife on a cricket tour to Australia. Emigrated from the UK
at age 40. Last season's captain of the Masters and the Clubs highest wicket taker
in Sunday and mid week games.

s Systems Analyst
. Left hand bat. Had such a great time on his first tour to Fiji where he scored 16 runs

' in 4 innings that he made a commitment to join all future tours if possible.
' Subsequent tours include Asia twice, New Zealand, Nth America, West Indies and
the UK.
Still puts the pads on at the start of an inning and the captain who may want him to
bat a bit lower usually hasn’t the heart to tell him therefore he is still a hard
hitting opening bat.
Best hidden in the field but should be able to compete at the highest level for

another 10 years.

Also known as John Jones or even Jonesy. Right hand bat.
Professional cricketer who runs a business in his spare time.
Has done a tremendous job in organising the fixtures and accommodation for

this tour.

JOHN McDONALD
e Accountant

Left hand opening batsman and left hand bowler. Started playing for the

cricketers’ club in 1998. Originally from Newcastle but made his way to

Sydney via some League cricket in Hampshire. This will be his first tour

with the club.
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RICHARD PERCIVAL
M. Engineer

Right hand batsman and fast bowler. Has toured extensively with Qantas

but this is his first cricketers” club tour. Richard loves cricket tours, making

runs and taking wickets. Basically enjoys cricket on and off the field

TONY RUSSO

' Building Operations Co-ordinator

A keen sportsperson with interests in football, diving, skiing, tennis and cricket, but
his cricket skills have been hidden for many seasons. Coming as a supporter but
waiting in the wings if required. Needs to De stress after co-ordinating the recent
upgrade to the Ansett terminals at Sydney Airport.

SUE RUSSO
. Personal Assistant

A very keen outdoors person who loves travelling and has interests in skiing, diving

and walking. Sue has helped to organise many tours but this is the first time she

has participated. Looking forward to the social side of the tour and seeing as much

of South Africa as possible.

PHIL SCOTT
: Right hand batsman and medium pace bowler. Enjoyed South Africa so much
on his recent tour with the primary club, he is returning with the cricketers’
club. Phil is a regular player with the Masters team and will be accompanied
by his wife Patricia.
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ED SMITH

Solicitor

Fines manager and chairman of the appeals commitiee.

Right hand fast bowler and right hand batsman. Ed was a former opponent who
toured the West Indies with the club and is now a regular member of the team.
Enjoys the social side of touring and will be accompanied by his wife Merren.

MERREN SMITH
4 : Merren “Mad Dog™ Armour has a lot to live up to after her exploits on the West
Indian tour. A fine sportswoman in her own right (don’t challenge her to a game
of basketball). She is looking forward to all the tour offers and tourists should
remember it is possible she may be able to influence the fines manager.

WAYNE WALTERS

. B Qantas Engineer

Left hand batsman and right arm medium pace bowler.

| This is Wayne’s 17" overseas cricket tour and 1* to South Africa. Was very
relieved to be invited on this trip after the infamous GABBA affair in 1994.
Critics say only a lack of ability has kept him out of the Australian test team.
Wayne promises not to mention Australia’s World Cup victory more than 20
times per day. Coming with his girlfriend, Nicole.
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WORDS OF WISDOM

“Long ago 1 discovered there was more to life than Cricket; and more to cricket than runs and
wickets” - David Frost

A Captain’s Role: A PR officer, agricultural consultant,
psychiatrist, accountant, nursemaid and
diplomat - Doug Insole

“Cricket is quite a harmless game, but he is a lucky man who has not sweat some blood before he’s
done with it” - J C Snaith

“The curious thing is that it attracts the incompetents as well, those who never
make a run and cannot bowl and yet, doomed only to dreary waiting in the
pavilion and to fatiguing fielding, they turn up punctually on every occasion,
hoping for the best and even such is the human heart’s buoyancy, expecting
it” - John Arlott

“In the end it is only the camaraderie of the team, the lifelong friendships which you forge and the
opportunity for interesting sorties outside the grind of the cricket grounds which make the
experience worthwhile” - Bill O’Reilly
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WAYNE’'S STORY
PREPARATION IS EVERYTHING

Editor's Note: Most of the following events are clear in Wayne's memory however no other people
can remember these events and therefore they may not have happened.

It was a mild Winter’s aftemoon, Dennis Cameron ran the NSW Cricketer’s Club squad through
fielding practice: two solid hours of sprinting, jumping, catching, throwing and chasing; 18 men
swarming and meshing over an area about the size of two tennis courts.

There was abuzz amongst the boys, in less than three months we would be departing for a tour of
South Africa. My mind flashed back to 1993 when [ received news of my selection for the North
American tour, a tour that would prove to be a turning point in the history of touring etiquette for
the CCNSW.

I remember when [ received the official tour contract. “ The player agrees to take part in the tour
and to play all matches for which he may be selected, no matter what condition the said player may
be in. He also agrees to perform his services hereunder diligently and faithfully and to keep himself
fit and in first class physical condition™. It was later that [ realised that it was only myself who had
this added clause. *“ The player must at all time keep his clothes on in public.”

Before the team left Australia team management called many team meetings to prepare the new
players and remind the old ones what was to be expected when we arrived. Sports psychologist
Graeme Shoebridge was called in. He explained there are always two separate contests on a cricket
tour, one for cricket and one for dealing with the distractions that are hurled at you.

Wily Cricketers’ Club veteran Joff Johnson (a professional who is well versed in the art of dealing
with temptation) warned the rest of us to expect sabotage early on.

Sure enough, at the cocktail party to launch the tour, several of our top cricketers found themselves
the objects of some fairly insistent Canadian hospitality. To the credit of the boys, nearly 10% of all
offers of free beer and women were steadfastly refused.

Captain Ron Holmes attempted to set a stirring example by repeatedly refusing invitations to
sample the wild night life, even when a frightening character named “the Colonel” broke several
windows in an attempt to get into Ron's room and drag him out. Unfortunately nobody followed
Ron’s example!

Imagine the spectacle of a dozen cricketers traipsing naked through the hotel lobby and the
performance of club stalwart Frank Crowe in throwing the night manager into the pool during late
night festivities and you can realise that things were coming to a head.
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It was at this point that team management realised the futility of trying to contain the exuberance of
a group of finely tuned athletes in a foreign land.

This was a masterstroke as we went on to have a very successful tour, both on and off the field.
With the shackles off and all curfews lifted, we all realised we had to take complete responsibility
for our actions. If we were to avoid having N T A stamped on our passports we had perform no
matter what condition match day found us in.

Using this experience the club has left no stone unturned in preparation for the South African tour.
Management even went as far as enlisting specialist cricket tour dietitian Craig Williams who
radically changed our diets to prepare us for an arduous tour.

OUT: lentils, boiled rice, skinless chicken, grilled fish, carrots, peas, beans, cous cous, mineral
water and alpha sprouts.

IN: burgers, fries, chicken nuggets, pizzas, potato cakes, pies, chocolate donuts, beer, beer and more
beer.

Then in what many people considered radical, we were all enrolled in a two-week course at the Sue
Russo Nude Acting Workshop. Tour manager John Jones explains. “ It was an amazing experience
for everyone, at first the boys were a little apprehensive about appearing in public au naturale
(except Walters) but it turned out to be a wonderful bonding exercise.”

The two-week course culminated in the team putting on a nude rendition of Phantom of the Opera
before a packed auditorium at the University of NSW. Critics raved about the performance, Scott
Perry of the Sydney Moming Herald wrote; “David Bymes performance as the Phantom was
outstanding considering he had never displayed his wedding tackle in public before.” Bymes says
the whole experience has made him mentally stronger. “ I'm sure [ speak for the whole team when 1
say we have really come together as a unit. | think being nude made us realise that we had to rely on

each others ability to perform under pressure.”

It was a masterstroke by team management to adopt a tactic that would be unheard of only a couple
of years ago.

So we arrive in South Africa as a team that could not be better prepared, both physically and
mentally. All that is left to do now is to enjoy the hospitality of our hosts, make plenty of friends,
soak up the history and beauty of a magnificent country, and yes, win a few cricket games.

Wayne Walters
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Dear Visitors

As in other countries, there are a few basic precautions you should take in South Africa
to ensure that your stay is as pleasant and safe as possible.

At the Hotel:

#£ Never leave your luggage unattended.

36 Store valuables in the hotel’s safety deposit box.

3 Keep your room locked, whether you’re in or out.

# If someone knocks, check who it is before opening the door.
# Hand the keys in at the desk whenever you leave the hotel.

In the Street:

# Avoid ostentatious displays of expensive jewellery, cameras and other valuables.
# [t’s defimitely not advisable to carry large sums of money around.

38 At night, steer clear of dark, isolated areas.
38 1It’s better to explore in groups and to stick to well-lit, busy streets.

# Plan your route beforehand.
3 A policeman of traffic officer will be glad to direct you if you get lost.
3 If you want to call a taxi, your hotel or the nearest tourism information office can

recommend a reliable service.
In the Car:

# Plan your route in advance.

# Keep the doors locked at all times and wind the windows up.

¥ Lock valuable items in the boot (trunk).

3 At night, park in well-lit areas.

& Never pick up strangers.

a8 If in doubt about safety of an area, phone a police station for advice.

Compliments of South African Tourism
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THE BATTLE FOR THE ASHES

From the time you tune your crystal set

To hear Don Bradman’s name
And the dulcet tones of Arlott

Bring such romance to the game,

From the time you hurry home from school
To recreate those clashes

Then there 1s no sporting contest

Like the battle for The Ashes.

From the time you see Ray Lindwall
On that hallowed Sydney turf
As you sit beside your father
When your mates have gone to surf,
From the time you see Keith Miller
And the brilliant blade he flashes
Then there is no sporting contest
Like the battle for The Ashes.

When you wake that Christmas moming
And you spot that blade of willow
Other gifts lose all importance
That are spread around your pillow,
And even on the wretched day
That bathroom window smashes
There is no sporting contest
Like the battle for The Ashes.

In the fifty vears that follow
You will see them come and go
Men Like Harvey, Chappell, Border
Facing Trueman, Lock and Snow,
As you watch the Waugh boys plunder
Lest the lower order crashes
There is still no sporting contest
Like the battle for The Ashes.

fowl .

Peter Fenton
Peter Fenton is the author of 3 books on sport, including one book of poems entitled “Sport the way I

speak it” (Little Hill Press). He is a well-known rughy coach and self-confessed ‘sports nut’, also a
frequent raconteur and after Dinner speaker,
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