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ASSOCIATED CLUBS – AUSTRALIA 
New South Wales Sports Club 
10-14 Hunter Street 
 Sydney N.S.W. 2000 
Ph: (02) 9233 3899 
www.nswsportsclub.com.au  

Ainslie Football & Social Club Inc.          
52 Wakefield Avenue 
PO Box 183 
DICKSON   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248 8422 
www.ainsliefc.com  

The Canberra Club 
45 West Row Street 
CANBERRA   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248-9000 
www.canberraclub.com.au  
 

Carlton Cricket, Football & Social Club 
(Princess Park) 
PO Box 83 
CARLTON NORTH   VIC   3054 
Ph: (03) 9387-1400 
www.carltonfc.com.au 

Queensland Cricketers Club 
411 Vulture Street 
EAST BRISBANE   QLD   4169 
Ph: (07) 3896 4533 
www.qldcricketersclub.com.au 

Sandringham Club 
92 Beach Street 
SANDRINGHAM   VIC   3191 
Ph: (03) 9598-1322 

The Victorian Club 
Level 41, Rialto Building 
525 Collins Street,  
MELBOURNE,VICTORIA,  3000 
(613) 9614 2127 
www.vicclub.com.au 

WEST INDIES 
Pickwick Cricket Club 
Kensington Oval 
BRIDGETOWN BARBADOS 
Ph:  426-3151 

SOUTH AMERICA 
 
National Club of Sao Paulo 
Rua Angatuba 703 
SAO PAULO  BRAZIL 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
 
Aviat Social and Sporting Club 
Aviat Street (P.O.Box 91, Konedobu 125) 
KONEDOBU 
Ph: 675 321-4261 
www.pngbd.com 

ASSOCIATED CLUBS – CANADA 
Toronto Cricket Skating & Curling Club 
141 Wilson Avenue 
TORONTO ONTARIO M5M 3A3 
(416) 487 4581 
 
www.torcricketclub.org 

Vancouver Rowing Club 
PO Box 5206 
Stanley Park 
BRITISH COLUMBIA CANADA V6B 4B3 
Ph:  (604) 687-3400 
www.vancouverrowingclub.com 

ZIMBABWE 
 
Harare Sports Club 
PO Box 1104 
10th Avenue 
HARARE ZIMBABWE  
Ph: 791151 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The Wanderers Club 
21 North Street, Illovo 
PO Box 55019 
Northlands 2116 
JOHANNESBURG 
www.wanderersclub.co.za 

 
Associated Overseas Clubs continued at page 27 (inside Back Cover) 
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The Club is currently contactable c/o the Secretary, Adrian Hawkes, 31 Killarney Drive, Killarney Heights, NSW 
2087 (Tel: (612) 9451 7436 (H)  or hawkesam@bigpond.com ; see web site at www.ccnsw.com  

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
ASHES TOUR 

As one of my first duties as the new President of the Cricketers’ Club of NSW it is with real pleasure that I 
write these words of encouragement and goodwill to my fellow C.C.N.S.W. tourists. The tour promises to 
be an outstanding trip to Paris, Dublin and England. Indeed we are most fortunate to be able to participate 
in such a tour. Let us extend to each and every one of our hosts the typical C.C.N.S.W. characteristics of 
fair play and healthy respect for this wonderful game of cricket. 
 
I look forward to enjoying good times and favourable results both on and off the playing arena with you all.  
Best Wishes 
 

 Greg Brooks    President C.C.N.S.W. 

 

THE FIRST TEST MATCH IN ENGLAND - THE OVAL SEPT 6 - 8 1880 
England 420 (W G Grace 152) and 5-57 

Australia 149 and 327 (W Murdoch 153*) 

England won by five wickets  

The first Test match in England was very much an afterthought arranged by the Surrey Cricket 

Club authorities who waived any ground fees, to host an Australian side desperate to arrange 

fixtures. The match did not at the time have the status with which it was later vested. 

The previous Australian touring team, the 1878 Australians had gained a reputation in England 

for disputing umpires’ decisions. Their sporting reputation had not been enhanced on their return 

via North America. They walked off the field in Philadelphia when an umpire disallowed a 

stumping appeal and only returned when the home officials threatened to withhold their match 

fees and expenses. 

The Australians reputation for bad sportsmanship had then been enhanced in 1879 by the 

infamous riot in Sydney which led to the cancellation of the second proposed Test of that series. 

It was alleged that Gregory’s complaints and his requests that the umpires be replaced may have 

contributed to the riot. Lord Harris and Hornby were heavily struck across the back with sticks. In 

the words of Banjo Patterson: “The Englishmen thought they were going to be murdered and 

some of them got round the umpire, and others pulled stumps out of the ground to defend their 

lives.” This was at a time when  cricket was for many Englishmen synonymous with Christianity. 

Lord Harris had himself likened the cricket field to “God’s Classroom”. 

Thus in 1880 English antagonism to the Australians was so strong that the Australians had to 

advertise for matches. Counties which alleged they were unable to alter their fixture lists  to play 

the Australians were readily doing so a few weeks later to accommodate a weak Canadian side 

that had arrived in England! It was only after intensive negotiations by the Australian Cricket 

Manager, supported by W G Grace that Lord Harris finally agreed to organise an All-England XI to 

play Australia at the Oval late in the season in what later became known as the First Test Match 

in England. 

As for the Canadians- who briefly had been regarded as the equal of the Australians, they did 

their reputation no good, having to cut short their tour for financial reasons. While they played at 

Lords, they lost within one day by an innings and 123 runs. In retrospect there is an inevitability 

to an “Ashes” series but it is salutary to remember that the first Test Match vs Australia (which 
predates the Ashes) in England had been arranged when the Canadians were the more popular 

touring side! 

mailto:hawkesam@bigpond.com
http://www.ccnsw.com/
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England v Australia, The Oval, 1880 

I was there 

In the 1939 Autumn Annual, Revd CJM Godfrey wrote of his memories of attending the first Test 

in England, at The Oval in September 1880, as a schoolboy  

The death of Mr. Justice W. H. Moule in Sydney, New South Wales last September, the last 

survivor of the First Test Match in England, brought back to an old cricketer's memory some 

features and details which the Editor has invited him to jot down for the Annual.  

Fifty-nine years is a long stretch back and memory sometimes plays one false. I have no books of 

reference but I have the score and bowling figures. By July, 1880, the Australians had proved 

themselves worthy of a representative, match. When the 1880 fixture list was drawn up, 

presumably there was no thought or suggestion of a match v. England (the title "Test” was 

unknown). C. W. Alcock, the secretary of Surrey, offered The Oval to Lord Harris if he would 

arrange the game, a compliment to Australia with the promise of a financial success and a 

suitable wind-up of a great cricket season. The match was a huge success, with but one 

disappointment, and that a serious one. Fred Spofforth, the greatest bowler (to me) of all time, 

had broken a finger. There were but two reserves, A. H. Jarvis, a stumper, and a change bowler, 

W .H. Moule, who played but seldom on the tour.  

Yes, I was there by a slice of luck. It was just before returning to School for my last year before 

going to Oxford. On September 5 I happened to meet on the Hastings parade, Frank Watson 

Smyth, the old Cheltonian, a curate of Christ Church. “I know where you would like to be 

tomorrow," he said, "at The Oval, where the first England v. Australia match will be played." 

Before I could reply, he produced two golden sovereigns with the parting injunction to give him a 

full report of the game on my return.  

So for three days on the Oval grass, I absorbed the first of the many great struggles that have 

followed between England and Australia. There were giants in those days, giants to us schoolboys 

and, I fancy, to most cricketers. Every member of the English XI had in his own branch reached 

the top of the cricket tree. The three Graces, Lord Harris, Alfred Lyttelton, A. P. Lucas, A. G. 

Steel, Frank Penn, with Barnes (the all rounder of Notts) and Shaw and Morley (par nobile 

fratrum). I had seen the Australians at Hastings in 1878 and 1880, both of which games were 

dominated by Spofforth. Other men who had impressed me were Blackham, Palmer, Murdoch, 

McDonnell, Bonnor and Boyle.  

Two features of this glorious game stood out beyond all, and there were many, WG's 152 and 

Murdoch's 153 not out, half the latter being compiled with Moule (the last man) as companion, 

Moule making 34 and the stand compelling England to bat a second time. Murdoch's score made 

history; without it the Australians would hardly have reached 200 and an innings defeat would 

have done injustice to a really good side.  

The early Australian elevens had a wealth of outstanding bowlers, some good batsmen and first-

class stumpers. They won their games by bowling and fielding and the uncanny placing and 

changing almost imperceptibly of fieldsmen. What might have happened in the 1880 game with 

Spofforth available was partly revealed by the 1882 Test.  

Looking back at two generations of cricketers, I am doubtful whether the English bowlers Steel 

and Shaw (slow right) and Morley (fast left) have ever been surpassed as a trio for England in 

Test Matches.  

Of other features in this memorable game G. F. Grace's catch of Bonnor is historical. I can see 

and feel it now, the carry, the height, the agonising suspense of the fall.  

Readers must remember that this was the first of all Tests in England. We are so accustomed to 

Tests of all sorts today that the glamour has gone. Further, a three-day Test when you are fairly 

sure the end is certain produces a concentration and intensity unknown today.  

HISTORY OF THE ASHES 
The first “Ashes” Test was played on the 28th and 29th of August 1882 at the Oval. This was the 

first time an Australian team had beaten a full strength English team on English soil. Although the 
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Urn that now represents the Ashes did not come into being until some time later, it is from this 

event that the legend began. 

Two obituaries appeared in cricket magazines shortly after the Australian victory. Firstly in the 

“Cricket” magazine on 31st August, 1882, it read: 

“Sacred to the Memory of England’s Supremacy in the Cricket-Field which Expired…at the Oval.” 

And the second in the “Sporting London Times”, on 2nd September 1882. It read: 

“In affectionate remembrance of English Cricket which died at the Oval on 29
th
 August 1882.Deeply 

lamented by a large circle of sorrowing friends and acquaintances.  N.B. The body will be cremated 
and the ashes taken to Australia” 

Although both articles were written in good fun, the Press of the day, both English and Australian, 

carried the joke on. 

In 1882/83 England played Australia, in Australia and at the completion of the series it was 

reported in the Press that: “English captain, Ivo Bligh has regained ”The Ashes” and they will be 

taken back to England” 

There are four separate accounts as to the origins of the Ashes. The Marylebone Cricket Club 

suggest that The Ashes were presented to Bligh after England won the third Test of the 1882/83 

series. The feeling is that The Ashes were given by Miss Florence Murphy, and other ladies, and 

consisted of the ashes of a bail and stump in a small terracotta urn. The supporting evidence of 

this claim is a small manuscript note: “The History of The Ashes” written by Lady Darnley. 

The Rupertswood version claims that The Ashes originated earlier. On December 24th 1882, The 

English team played a social match at the Estate of Sir William Clarke. At the end of the match 

Lady Janet Clarke presented Bligh with a small urn with the remains of a burnt stump and bail. 

This gesture was merely to perpetuate the joke, which was started in England all those months 

before. 

A claim made by Sydney journalist Jack Pollard suggests that the Ashes originated when Bligh 

visited the home of J.W. Fletcher, secretary of the Paddington Cricket Club. Fletcher’s wife 

suggested that they should burn two bails which Bligh would take home as a memento of the 

tour. This idea appealed to Bligh; the bails were burnt and Mrs Fletcher had made a velvet bag, 

with “1883” embroidered on it. The Ashes were placed into this bag. This story is supported by a 

letter written to Mrs Fletcher, by Bligh thanking her for her gift. 

The least supported story is that originating from the site of the Hilton Hotel in Melbourne. This is 

the site of the old Cliveden Manor, the home of Sir William Clarke. A plaque behind the reception 

desk asserts that it is the birth place of The Ashes. The only connection between The Ashes and 

this claim is that Clarke did live there.  

From “The Oxford Companion to Australian Cricket” by Richard Cashman, reproduced by 
kind permission of the author. 

THE EMPIRE GAMES: THE SPORTING RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN ENGLAND AND AUSTRALIA.   

Edited from an Article by Gideon Haigh with kind permission of the Author. 

Here we are, culture-rich, forelock-free, a mature constitutional democracy, a republic in all but 

name, whose previous prime minister has touched the Queen, and whose present prime minister 

has enjoyed even closer relations with the American president.  Yet we’re hankering to play the 

same tea-drinking nancy boys who shot us in the Boer War for following orders, slaughtered us at 

Gallipoli, deserted us at Singapore, and betrayed us over the Common Market, at the game that 

they invented.   

About that cold, grim, backward country off the coast of Europe, what’s there to say? Apart from: 

isn’t it time we got the Union Jack off the flag?  That, for example, a third of our expatriate 

population resides in the United Kingdom and a third more of our permanent settlers originate 

from there than from any other country – these are statistical quirks of no inherent interest. 
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So why, when our vulnerable culture lies exposed to the depredations of globalisation, are we still 

playing the potty, anachronistic British games, like cricket?  Not just playing either, but excelling, 

and being identified with them.  Just as no Australian has known the fame of Sir Donald 

Bradman, no Australian is now more recognisable than Shane Warne.  

Yet sport is in some respects the most dynamic, demotic and enduring dimension of our relations 

with the country that gave us birth: there may still be vestiges of a cultural cringe, but the 

sporting cringe is long, long gone, and even replaced by a bit of a strut and a sneer.  And cricket 

is chief among the phenomenon that keeps us constantly referenced to that originating culture.  

Oscar Wilde called England and the US nations divided by a common language.  A hundred and 

forty-eight years since our first meetings on the field of play, England and Australia remain 

nations divided by a common game. 

‘Dear Australia’ So, seventy years ago, began a long open letter in Melbourne’s Sun News-

Pictorial.  Its author, William Pollock had come for the cricket, but he had been asked  to review 

antipodean habits and customs generally – and did so with a disarmingly free hand.  Australians?  

So hospitable: ‘You make me a little ashamed of England.’  So agreeable: ‘I have come a matter 

of 13,000-odd miles…and I have not had a rough or harsh word with anyone except a 

quarrelsome fellow Englishmen.’  So drunk: ‘You don’t drink; you gulp with both eyes on the 

clock.’  So politically verbose: ‘I am sure it would be far more popular if your public houses kept 

open later and your public speakers shut up earlier.  Dear Australia, why are you so strait-laced?  

Why do you allow yourselves to be bossed about by cranks?’ 

Pollock was anxious in his views not to trespass too much on Australian good nature: ‘I don’t 

want to be deported.  I should hate to be deported.  I like you Australia. I am glad I came and 

have begun to know you.  I shall be saying ‘Good-o’, ‘Too right’ and ‘Whack-O’ with you soon.’  

Yet, still, there were things he wondered at: ‘Why are your film theatres shut up on Sundays and 

why mustn’t you smoke in them?  Why do you have trams when motor buses are infinitely 

preferable in every way?’  Above all: ‘And, last but not least, why don’t you, as a whole and on 

the whole, like Englishmen?’ 

You might think the letter contained its own answer, by being so typically full of hearty English 

condescension.  It’s an old story.  A hundred years before William Pollock, it was Charles Darwin 

leaving Australia ‘without sorrow or regret’, dismissing us as ‘too great and ambitious for 

affection, yet not great enough for respect’.  Those who stayed came over like Henry Kingsley’s 

Sam Buckley: ‘What honours, what society, has this little colony to give, compared to those open 

to a fourth-rate gentleman in England?  I want to be a real Englishman, not half a one.  I want to 

throw in my lot heart and hand with the greatest nation in the world.’ 

Why exactly tensions of the relationship should have concentrated round sport owes something 

to events in England during the first few generations of Australian colonisation, when organised 

games being actively assimilated by an increasingly industrialised and urbanised population, and 

developed enduring philosophies and values.  Australia’s maturation coincides with the diffusion 

of the creed that Disraeli called ‘muscular Christianity’, identified chiefly with Thomas Arnold, 

headmaster of Rugby School, The interpenetration of sport and education, with the faith that 

games are socially efficacious, developing a sense of fair play, and a respect for rules, umpires, 

opponents and the spirit of the contest, is very much an artefact of le regime Arnoldian.   

‘Muscular Christianity’ was more complexly imagined than is sometimes allowed.  Perhaps the 

most illuminating impressions of the pedagogical and ceremonial roles of sport in general, and 

cricket in particular, were garnered by the French sociologist Hippolyte Taine on two visits to 

England, in 1858 and 1871, and poured into his Notes on England (1872).  Taine was fascinated 

by the English public schools he visited, and was persuaded that the public schools provided a 

training for the running of the country, each being ‘the perfect apprenticeship in both obedience 

and command, since every cricket team accepts a discipline and appoints a leader’. 

 “The business was taken seriously: the adversaries belonged to the famous ‘cricketers’ club’: 

their strength, coolness and address were admirable.  Certainly the boys have a perfect right to 

become passionately interested in the game which they see grown men making the main object 

of their lives. I have been told of a team of 11 cricketers who actually went to play in Australia…”   

To Australia?  Fancy that!     Cricket, meanwhile, instilled a certain masochism – le vice anglais, 

of course: ‘At cricket, a big, heavy ball is flung with such force that the clumsy player who gets in 
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its way will be knocked down by it.  Almost all games usually entail some cuts and bruises; the 

boys glory in not feeling them and, as a natural result are no more reluctant to inflict than to 

suffer them’.   

Cricket had some unlikely adherents.    But few countries were quite so adolescent as this one: 

how better to keep it amused than by a jolly game of cricket.  Australians ignored the 

admonitions of Taine that sport would bringing philistinism and force in its train.  We 

appropriated everything:  the strength, the passion, the heavy ball, the cuts and bruises, even 

the expressions.  In the mid-1870s, the English naturalist Henry Nottridge Moseley, an old 

Harrovian, was searching for platypus near Coranderrk in Victoria.  He could not find a single 

‘incorrigibly lazy’ aborigine to find him a platypus…but they took him to a bush cricket match: 

‘We found the cricket party in high spirits, shouting with laughter, rows of spectators being 

seated on logs and chaffing the players with old English sallies: ‘Well hit!’ ‘Run it out!’  ‘Butter 

fingers!’...The men were all dressed as Europeans; they knew all about Mr W. G. Grace and the 

All-England XI.’ 

The rise of Australian cricket, of course, wasn’t simply imitation.  It was homage and rivalry, 

fealty and independence, adoption and adaptation. Gradually, too, Australians learned that the 

English sometimes talked a better game than they played. The French journalist F. Frank-Puaux 

[wrote]. ‘The English have clearly shown , now that they are faced with serious rivals from other 

countries, that they no longer possess the same broad-mindedness, impartiality and 

independence that they had persuaded the world was their prerogative.’ Less starry-eyed 

Australians reading this might not have found the Bodyline series so startling a quarter of a 

century later. 

The tenets of le regime Arnoldian, nonetheless, have found fertile soil in Australia.  Cricket 

Australia has not only bound Test cricketers to observe a ‘spirit of cricket’, but published in its 

new playing policy and guidelines book, ‘Well Played’, a code of behaviour composed of no fewer 

than fifty-three bullet points. The most visible artefact of the games cult is perhaps still more 

obvious and pervasive. Have you visited an elite private school in this country lately?  Strolling 

their verdant grounds, and visiting their opulent gymnasia and swimming centres at the service 

of this obese generation, Dr Arnold himself would feel very much at home. 

Surely, though, we’re different in lots of ways.  Look at our reputation for playing sport to the 

edge of the rules, for pushing the boundaries of acceptable behaviour, for petulance, for sledging, 

for ruthlessness in general.  Not very English, eh?  But the very act pushing a boundary or 

rubbing against an edge contains an acknowledgement of the existence of limit.  Ruthlessness is 

not an absolute; it involves a comparison with a known standard, and that standard in Australia 

is still an Anglo one.    

What about class distinction?  We’re more egalitarian than those toffee-nosed poms, aren’t we?  

Hey, we watched the TV series Bodyline.  We know that English cricket is run by men who  say 

‘old chap’ and ‘you  Orstralians’ a lot.  There is a kernel of truth here.  The key difference 

between English and Australian cricket for almost the first century of competition was the 

former’s distinction between amateurs (gentlemen) and professionals (players), who not only 

travelled and lodged separately but emerged from different dressing rooms.  This was a 

phenomenon at which antipodeans looked askance. 

We never did that, did we?  We were always gritty, no-nonsense, down-to-earth, professionals, 

weren’t we?  Well, no.  When Australian cricketers toured England before the Great War, they 

demanded the status of amateurs, entitling them in scorecards to the courtesy titles of ‘Mr’ or 

‘Esq’, and lending them social cachet, even as they made fortunes from ventures that were 

essentially financial speculations. Not surprisingly, the English were as baffled by our mores as 

we were theirs.  As The World lamented: ‘The Australians make their own terms, insist on them, 

not always very gracefully, and play too obviously for the money’s sake.  They arrogate to 

themselves the rank of gentlemen’.  So, yes: there was a big difference.  They were snobs.  We 

were hypocrites.  

As a contribution to our sporting make-up, however, amateurism deserves a solid second look.  

Sports historians have tended to parcel amateurism up as a meretricious ideology of exclusion: 

redundant, repugnant and replete with –ists, being classist, racist, imperialist, sexist, and 

probably ageist and speciesist too.  
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Yet a century or so ago, even Sherlock Holmes thought amateur sport ‘the best and soundest 

thing in the country’.  And the argument is increasingly being made that amateurism was integral 

to Englishness, an objection to a world of commerce and reason, a shelter from the market and 

state, civil society being undergirded by unpaid labour that served vital functions, like 

maintaining law and order (justices of the peace), ensuring public safety (the St John 

Ambulance), spreading the gospel (the Bible Society) and playing tambourines (the Salvation 

Army).  

The designation ‘amateur’ was abolished by cricket in 1962. So, as we all know, amateurism is 

dead; professionalism omnipotent reigns. Well, again, no.  Merely as a spectacle, or an 

entertainment or a business transaction, sport would be empty, nugatory and commercially 

worthless. In any event, reports of amateurism’s demise are exaggerated.  What proportion of 

sporting participants are paid for what they do?  Probably closer to 0.1 per cent than 1 per cent.  

Yet the latest statistical data found that almost a third of Australians had participated in a sport 

organised by a club, association or other organization in the last twelve months.  We’re a nation 

of amateurs, a bastion of dabblers and duffers.  Our English forefathers would be proud of us. 

Then, of course, there’s that win-at-all-costs attitude which we’re apt to deplore, When the first 

English cricketers visited in 1861-2, it was chiefly as a rod of correction; Melbourne Punch hoped 

that ‘our Victorian, vanquished, may acquire/A knowledge which may lead them onto fame’.  

When the fourth team visited fifteen years later, the rod was wielded on English backs, providing 

empirical verification for Marcus Clarke in The Future Australian Race (1877): ‘Read the accounts 

of the boat races, the cricket matches, and say if our youth is not manly.’ 

The abiding sense that there was little else, moreover, sank Australians into deep brooding on 

defeat, and occasioned uncommon relish at emphatic victory. After the First World War, the 

hankering for mere equality in cricket gave way to a conviction of abiding superiority.  Watching 

Warwick Armstrong’s multi-talented team rout England in 1921, dramatist Louis Esson wrote that 

cricketers were representatives of Australia superior to its artists and politicians put together: 

‘They are not pleasant players.  A good English journalist described them as ‘hard-bitten’, ‘grim’ 

and ‘pitiless’…  In politics we’re a shingle short, a nation of grinning village idiots.  The cricketers 

fill me with great enthusiasm.  They can lose, for there is luck in cricket, but they’ll never crack 

up like the English.’  

In appeasing the itch for accomplishment, what else has cricket wrought?  In ‘Cricket versus 

Republicanism’ thirty years ago, the philosopher David Stove advanced a famous argument about 

Australia’s abiding edge: ‘The margin of superiority is slight, but it is consistent, and therefore 

calls for explanation…My own belief is that it is due to a difference in attitude towards the 

opponent: that whereas the Australians hate the Poms, the Poms only despise the Australians.’  

‘Hate’?  ‘Despise’?  For otherwise he lovingly located cricket in a continuum of cultural 

inheritances: 

It passes my understanding how anyone with even a grain of sense can feel pleasure at the 

prospect of a republican Australia: an Australia, that is to say, even more ‘base, common and 

popular’ than it is now. Anyway, I am myself for the British connection. In my World XI, Britons - 

Shakespeare, Purcell, Newton, Hume and Darwin - would be the first five picked. Either to the 

British exclusively, or to them more than to any other nation, the world owes, and Australia 

especially owes, whatever it has of scientific knowledge, sober philosophy, stable government 

without oppression - and cricket. 

The English, eh? So cunning!  For Australian victory both expressed and assuaged aggressive 

nationalism, both indulged and contained our resentments, providing the kind of substantive 

independence that John Hirst argues has impeded the push for symbolic independence.  It is 

hardly impossible that we could by now have had both cricket and republicanism; we will, surely, 

eventually do so. But has succeeding in one made us crave the other less? 

A hundred years ago, for example, correspondence broke out on that old chestnut of whether 

Australia was becoming too American: that is, too slick, too materialistic, too easily amused by 

trifles.  The climactic letter, from an Australian in Chicago, seemed to settle the matter.  We 

would never be American for as long as we had cricket. 

The game which does so much to bind the English and Australian peoples together is a subject of 

irreverent merriment among Americans, which the two games that arouse their frantic 
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enthusiasm, baseball and their peculiar brand of football, leave Australians cold.  Even if other 

things were equal, that difference of taste would turn the scale of Australian affinities in favour of 

England. 

A crude and superficial test, to be sure.  But it remains true that Australia’s common cultural coin 

with England, not least in sport, provides an instructive comparison with our newer, noisier, more 

aggressive and more superficial relations with the US. We noisily resent the Poms, yet relish our 

companionable rivalry with them; according to the Lowy Institute’s recent survey, sixty-nine per 

cent of us think we pay the US too much attention, and seventy-nine per cent believe that it has 

overreached its world role.  ‘When we look at the British,’ David Malouf remarks, ‘we see both 

what we were to begin with and what we have turned out not to be.’  What do we see when we 

look at Americans?  What we might become but would prefer not to?   

 

BODYLINE BLUES 
 Now this new kind of cricket 
 Takes courage to stick it, 
 There’s bruises and fractures galore; 
 After kissing their wives 
 And insuring their lives 
 Batsmen fearfully walk out to score. 
 

 With a prayer and a curse 
 They prepare for the hearse; 
 Undertakers look on with broad grins. 
 Oh’ they’d be a lot calmer 
 In Ned Kelly’s armour; 
 When Larwood, the wrecker, begins. 
 

Cyril Richard in “Our Miss Gibbs” at Her Majesty’s Theatre after the First Test Match in  
Sydney December 1932 

 

PRAYER FOR THE ASHES 
 Our Bradman who art in heaven 
 Hallowed be thy game 
 Thy kingdom come 
 Thy will be done 
 At Lord’s as it is at Headingly 
 

 Give us this day our daily century 
 And forgive those that try to dismiss us 
 As we forgive them for their futile efforts 
 Lead us not into temptation 
 (especially outside the off stump on a seaming wicket) 
 But deliver us from England 
 

 For thine is the average 
 The Ashes and the glory 
 For ever it seams 
 Amen 
 
“Archie” in Sydney Morning Herald 30.06.01 
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CRICKET AT THE PARIS OLYMPICS 1900 
A true cricket tournament was not scheduled for the 1900 Paris Exposition. Rather the French 

team was to play three games against visiting teams, as follows: 4-5 August: France vs. 

Belgium; 11-12 August: France vs. the Netherlands; and 19-20 August: France vs. Great Britain. 

However, the Netherlands was unable to field a complete cricket team and Belgium did not send 

their team to Paris. Thus only one match took place.  

While it is well known that the only Olympic cricket match was played in 1900 it is perhaps not so 

widely appreciated that cricket was also originally scheduled as an Olympic sport in 1896 and is 

listed in the provisional programme for the Athens Games published in Paris in January 1895. 

Owing to insufficient entries, what would have been the only team sport at the first Modern 

Olympics was not held.  

There was no abundance of entries in 1900 either but in keeping with the informal nature of the 

Paris Games, two teams were enough to make an Olympic competition and at the Municipal 

Velodrome of Vincennes on Sunday, 19 August and Monday, 20 August a cricket match, which 

remains unique in Olympic history, took place. The game was played at the Municipal Velodrome 

de Vincennes, which is still in use today, and the banked cycling track formed an unusual 

boundary for the cricket pitch.  

France, the hosts, were represented by a selection from the Union des Sociétés Français de 

Sports Athlétiques (USFSA) but so few of the member clubs of the Society actually played cricket 

that the team was drawn from just two clubs: the now defunct Union Club and the Standard 

Athletic Club which had been formed in 1890 by English workmen imported to construct the Eiffel 

Tower. These two clubs retained a strong English influence and the majority of the “French” team 

were, in fact, English expatriates. Understandably, these British residents played a major role in 

arranging the match and three of the players were members of the nine-man Organizing 

Committee. Philip Tomalin who captained the French Olympic team, also served as cricket 

chairman of the French Crickets Federation and it is to him that much of the credit must be given 

for this unique event on the Olympic calendar. Also serving on Tomalin’s organizing Committee 

were the players T. H. Jordan and Arthur McEvoy 

The visitors were the “Devon & Somerset Wanderers Cricket Club” a well established touring side 

which had been formed by William Donne (who later played in the 1900 Olympic match) for a 

tour of the Isle of Wight in 1894. Their visit to Paris in 1900, when they based themselves at the 

Hotel des Trois Princes, was the sixth tour they had undertaken and they won all three of the 

matches they played in the Paris area in 1900. The “Wanderers” were centred on the Castle Cary 

Club in Somerset and their touring teams were supplemented by players from the surrounding 

area who were able to leave work and home for tours of two weeks duration. There were five 

Castle Cary players in the 1900 Olympic team and the team also had a strong affiliation with the 

Devon public school, Blundell’s, who numbered four former pupils in the Olympic team.  

Both teams in Paris were made up of distinctly average club cricketers, the only exception being 

two “Wanderers” players who had experience at the first class game. Montague Toller played six 

matches for Somerset in 1897 and Alfred Bowerman played once for Somerset in 1900 and made 

a second appearance in 1905.  

The match was originally arranged with the usual eleven players in each team but, by agreement, 

an additional player was brought into each team at the last minute. Harry Comer joined the 

visiting team and J. Braid was added to the original French selection. Although the game was 

essentially between two club sides, posters and handbills give the occasion a fuller international 

flavour by announcing that it was a match between France and England. There was no mention of 

the Olympic Games in the pre-match publicity but the affiliation with the Paris Exhibition is quite 

clear.  

Play began before a handful of spectators at 11:00 AM on Sunday, a one-hour break for lunch 

was taken at noon and, when play resumed in the afternoon, the visitors were all out for 117 

runs. The host team replied with a score of 78 and play finished for the day at 5 PM. With an 

overnight lead of 39 the “Wanderers” gave a vastly improved batting display in the second 

innings and declared their innings closed at 145 runs for 5 wickets. Needing 185 runs to win, the 

French batting completely fell apart in the second innings. No one scored in double figures and of 
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their six players who failed to score at all, four had also been dismissed without scoring in the 

first innings. After losing 10 wickets for only eleven runs the French attempted to play out time 

but the “Wanderers” finally won by 158 runs with five minutes to spare. Not surprisingly, the 

architect of the victory was the player with the most experience of the first class game, Montague 

Toller, who took seven wickets – all of them bowled cleanly – for nine runs.  

To mark the 90th anniversary of the match the Standard Athletic Club invited the Old 

Blundellians Cricket Club to Paris. As has already been noted, Blundell’s School provided four 

players in the original team and the match, which was played on 11-12 July 1990, resulted in a 

draw. At the convivial post-match dinner, it was claimed that “England had retained the Olympic 

title!”  

From Citius, Altius, Fortius_, the journal of ISOH by Ian Buchanan 

 

DUBLIN UNIVERSITY CRICKET CLUB 
A BRIEF HISTORY BY GER SIGGINS 

The Dublin University Cricket Club has been at the forefront of Irish cricket for almost two 

centuries. Cricket has been played in Trinity since the 1820s, when there was a poem written 

about a team from Ballinasloe playing 'the Collegians', but references to a constituted cricket club 

have not been found before 1835.   

The great jewel of the club, of course, and of Irish cricket in general, is the College Park. We are 

privileged to play here and in doing so walk in the footsteps of some of the all time legends of 

cricket. No less than 300 test cricketers have played on the ground, including WG Grace (seven 

times!), Richie Benaud, Gary Sobers, Len Hutton, Colin Cowdrey, Wally Hammond, Victor 

Trumper and Bill O'Reilly. Many of them played for touring sides and counties against Ireland, 

who used College Park as the main Dublin venue for many decades, but the Trinity club was also 

able to invite over and compete with English counties and universities for more than 40 years 

before the Great War. It may surprise many who look at DUCC as a small club, struggling to 

make itself heard in a huge university and a professional-swamped Leinster league, but the club 

was on the official tour programme for the Australians (twice), South Africans (three times) and, 

as late as 1923, the West Indies. The university was the centre of Dublin cricket for most of this 

time, but the coming of an independent Ireland in 1922 was to change the game forever in this 

country. Trinity kept its pre-eminence into the 1930s, but its influence and power waned and has 

never been recaptured.  

The coming of competitive cricket in 1919 was to prove successful for a while, and Trinity won 

the Leinster Senior League in 1927, 1947, 1948, 1966 and 1970. The Leinster Senior Cup was 

instituted in the late 1930s and Trinity brought it back to College Park in 1942, 1952, 1961, 1962 

and 1963. The trophy cabinet, bar ten intervarsity wins and a couple of 2nd XI leagues and cups, 

has been bare for more than three decades.  

Almost 200 DUCC men have played international or first-class cricket, and two of them - Clem 

Johnson (South Africa) and Leland Hone (England) have played test matches. We have had 

several men who went on to play county or state cricket in England, Australia, South Africa and 

India, from the 1850s up to Ed Joyce, the 2001 graduate currently contracted to Sussex. It is a 

long, often glorious history, and while the current club may seem a pale shadow of those that, for 

example, bowled Warwickshire out for 15 (in 1894), the game is played as hard and with as much 

passion for club and team-mates as it ever was. 
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HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB XI 

www.ccnsw.com.  
(Based on an article by award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard) 

The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when it was suggested 

that the New South Wales Cricket Association combine with the controlling bodies in cycling, 

swimming, rugby and athletics to form a sports club. 

Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-committee to inquire into the 

possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the Association.  This committee's recommendation that the 

Association make an arrangement with the Commercial Travellers' Club in Pitt Street to use their 

premises was rejected. 

The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a NSWCA meeting, but 

it was not until 1936 that the Association decided to build a club in its new building in George 

Street. 

The prominent solicitor Syd Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-storey building in 

George Street for 54,803 pounds, drafted a constitution for the Cricketers' Club in August 1938, 

and the club was registered as a company on 14 November, 1939, two months after the outbreak 

of World War II, and opened for business on 1 July 1940. 

From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the development of cricket.  

Two cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket House for members to practice during lunch 

hours and these nets remained in operation until 1953. 

Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick batsman Jack Chegwyn aware of big 

possibilities for country tours by teams of leading players from the State's representative sides.  

Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century in his five matches for 

NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for the pioneering work he did in the 

bush with teams selected at the Cricketers' Club. 

By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most Sydney grade 

cricketers were members and at the end of that year the Club made a 1000 pound loan to the 

NSWCA to help the Association continue operating at a time when it had no income from Test or 

Sheffield Shield cricket.  

Annual games at the SCG v the NSWCA commenced in 1965.The Cricketers' Club entered a side 

in the City & Suburban competition in 1971, and has continued to play regularly in that 

competition.  Over the years many Test players have appeared for the Club, including Richie 

Benaud, Alan Davidson, Keith Miller, Arthur Morris, Bill Watson, Geoff Lawson, Greg Matthews, 

Allan Turner, Mike Whitney, Richard Collinge, Trevor Chappell, Phil Emery and Dave Gilbert. In 

1971, seven club members were in Don Bradman’s nomination for the best eleven Australian 

cricketers of the past 50 years. 

Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the Club introduced a rule automatically granting 

membership to Australian Test players.  The England and Australian teams in the 1988 

Bicentenary match in Sydney played for a trophy donated by the Cricketers' Club. 

Cricketers' Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and Suburban 

competition for more than 30 years.  The Club has hosted numerous touring teams from 

countries such as England, Canada, Malaysia, India, the West Indies, New Zealand and the USA.  

Overseas tours have become common. 

With the liquidation of the registered club and the loss of its Barrack Street premises in 2001, the 

cricket and golf players retained the name and logo and continue to play, as a new incorporated 

association, still called “The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales, Inc”.  The Club is now closely 

affiliated to the NSW Sports Club in Hunter Street, Sydney. 

Editor's note:  Jack Pollard (1926-2002) was the author of over 80 sports related books, and 
numerous outstanding cricket books including an authoritative five volume history of Australian 

cricket.  He also wrote the most popular of all Australian cricket encyclopaedias, entitled “The 

Game and The Players”. 

http://www.ccnsw.com/
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This will be the Club’s 23rd overseas tour in the last twenty one years: 

1989  Fiji 2000 Vanuatu 

1991  Asia, involving matches in Hong 

Kong, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, 

Johore & Singapore 

2001 Bali 

1992  Christchurch, New Zealand 2002 Kenya 

1993  Christchurch, New Zealand 2003 Sri Lanka 

1993  North America 2004 Cook Islands 

1994 Malaysia and Singapore 2004 England 

1995 Auckland, New Zealand 2005 Samoa 

1996 Barbados/Trinidad 2006 New Zealand North 

Island 

1997 England 2007 South Africa 

1998 Norfolk Island 2008 Hawaii 

1999 Lord Howe 2009 India 

1999 South Africa   

The Cricketers' Club has approximately 100 active cricketers.  The Club also has a golf section.  

Of those 100 cricketers, approximately 30 play for the Club on Saturdays, and another 70 on 

Sundays and in mid-week games. 

In the City and Suburban competition on Saturday afternoons, the Club plays about 24 matches a 

season.  These are generally about 35 overs a side, although by agreement, they are sometimes 

extended to 40 overs.  The C&S "competition" does not have a formal league table and not all 

clubs in the competition play each other.  Nevertheless cricket is played in a competitive manner, 

and at its best, would probably equate to the standard of Sydney 3rd-4th Grade Cricket, although 

considerably shortened.  In recent seasons, the Club has lost  few C&S games. 

On Sundays, the Club plays eleven fixtures in a fortnightly competitive over 40's "Masters" 

league, in which the Club's position has varied from league winners to bottom.  These are 40 

over a side games.  Six bowlers must be used, and batsmen must retire on scoring 40 runs. It 

also plays in an over 50s “Classics” league with similar rules. 

The Club also plays about 15 other competitive but "friendly" fixtures, on grounds varying from 

major national grounds such as the MCG, SCG, the Gabba, Telstra (Olympic) Stadium and 

Bradman Oval, Bowral, to small country grounds such as Mandalong and Mudgee.  Opposition 

includes teams such as  the Melbourne Cricket Club, the Queensland Cricketers' Club, the Primary 

Club, Lords Taverners, Kookaburras, Molongolo and usually a couple of overseas touring sides. 

These are generally full day games of about 45-50 overs a side. In February 2004, the Club was 

invited by the S.C.G. Trust and Cricket NSW to represent the Civilian population of the State in a 

match against the Military to celebrate 150 years of cricket at the S.C.G. 

In the 2008-2009 season, the Club played 59 fixtures, and used 100 players. 
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C.C.N.S.W. ASHES TOUR FLIGHT TIMES 
Players are booking individual flights from Sydney to Paris and from London back to Sydney but 

the following flights are recommended from Paris to Dublin and Dublin to Manchester 

Date From Flight Depart Arrive Time Duration 

Tues 14 July Paris EL 521 10.25 Dublin 11.10 1.45hrs 

Sun 19 July Dublin EL 204 13.50 Manchester 14.45 0.55mins 

ACCOMMODATION 

1)  Paris: Thursday 10 July-Monday 13 July:   Holiday Inn Paris-Bastille, 11 Rue de Lyon, 
Paris, 75012: Tel: + 33-1-530-22000; email re@holidayinnparisbastille.com 

2)  Dublin: Tuesday 14 July- Saturday 18 July: Trinity College, 5 College Green Dublin 2: 
Tel +353-1-896-1177: email    reservations@tcd.ie ; www.tcd.ie  

3)  York: Sunday 19 July- Wednesday 22 July: York University, Heslington, York YO10 5DD; 
Tel: + 44-(0)-1904-328431 conferences@york.ac.uk  www.yorkconferences.com  

4)  Cambridge: Thursday 23 July- Sunday 26 July: Girton College, Huntingdon Road, 
Cambridge CB3 OJD: Tel: +44-(0)-1223-338-975 email conferences@girton.com.au ; 
www.girton.cam.ac.uk  

5)  London: Monday 27 July- Saturday 1 August: Bankside House, 24 Sumner Street, 
London SE1 9JA; Tel +44 (0) 207-107-5750; email Bankside@lse.ac.uk  

 www.london-se1.co.uk/places/bankside-house 

FIXTURES AND SOCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

DATE LOCATION OPPOSITION TIME 

Thurs 9 July Arrive Paris   

Fri 10 July Paris, Holiday- Inn, Bastille  Standard Athletic Club, Meudon 2.00 pm 

Sat 11 July Paris, Holiday- Inn, Bastille  Standard Athletic Club, Meudon 2.00 pm 

Sun 12 July Paris, Holiday- Inn, Bastille  Thoiry C.C., Chateau de Thoiry 2.00 pm 

Mon 13 July Paris, Holiday- Inn, Bastille  Free day - 

Tues 14 July Dublin Trinity College Travel to Dublin - 

Weds 15 July Dublin Trinity College Trinity College Museum Players  12.30 pm 

Thurs 16 July Dublin Trinity College Railway Union C.C. 2.00 pm 

Fri 17 July Dublin Trinity College Malahide C.C. 1.00 pm 

Sat 18 July Dublin Trinity College Free Day - 

Sun 19 July York University, James Hall Travel to York- Tour Dinner - 

Mon 20 July York University, James Hall Kirk Deighton C.C. 1.30 pm 

Tues 21 July York University, James Hall Whitby C.C. 1.00 pm 

Weds 22 July York University, James Hall Bierly C.C. 1.00 pm 

mailto:re@holidayinnparisbastille.com
mailto:reservations@tcd.ie
http://www.tcd.ie/
mailto:conferences@york.ac.uk
http://www.yorkconferences.com/
mailto:conferences@girton.com.au
http://www.girton.cam.ac.uk/
mailto:Bankside@lse.ac.uk
http://www.london-se1.co.uk/places/bankside-house
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DATE LOCATION OPPOSITION TIME 

Weds 22 July York University, James Hall Yorkshire Gentlemen, York  12.30 pm 

Thurs 23 July Cambridge Girton College XL Club at Oakham + dinner 12.00 noon 

Fri 24 July Cambridge Girton College Granta C.C. 1.00 pm 

Fri 24 July Cambridge Girton College Southill Park, Biggleswade 12.00 noon 

Sat 25 July Cambridge Girton College Jesus College Long Vacation XI 2.00 pm 

Sun 26 July Cambridge Girton College Eltisley C.C. 2.00 pm 

Mon 27 July London, Bankside House 

LSE 

Travel to London - 

Tues 28 July London, Bankside House 

LSE 

Incogniti C.C. at Effingham 11.00 am 

Weds 29 July London, Bankside House 

LSE 

Old Merchant Taylors, Watford  2.00 pm 

Thurs 30 July London, Bankside House 

LSE 

West End Esher 11.00 am 

Fri 31 July London, Bankside House 

LSE 

Free day. End-of-Tour dinner - 

Sat 1 Aug Depart London   

 

BODYLINE 
“Well, we shall win the Ashes – but we may lose a Dominion.” 

Rockley Wilson, cricket coach at Jardine’s old school Winchester, upon learning Jardine would 

captain MCC in Australia. 

 

“Well bowled, Harold!”  

Jardine to Harold Larwood after he had hit Bill Woodfull over the heart in the Adelaide Test. 

“I don’t want to see you Mr Warner. There are two teams out there; one is trying to play cricket 

and the other is not. This game is too good to be spoilt. It is time some people got out of it. The 

matter is in your hands, Mr Warner, and I have nothing further to say to you.”  ....  

Bill Woodfull to England Manager Pelham Warner during the Adelaide Test on the Saturday  

 

And Warner’s response. “Apart from all that, we most sincerely hope you are not too badly hurt.”  

 

“Woodfull apologises!” Adelaide News on the Monday “I will not dignify a lie with a response.” and 

Woodfull in response. 

 

“I’m sorry, Bertie.” -  “It’s not your fault, Harold.” 

Exchange of words between Bert Oldfield and Harold Larwood after Oldfield mishooked a bouncer 

and fractured his skull. 
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“To take the most charitable view of the position, the behaviour of the Australian crowds at its 

best, when judged by the standards accepted in the rest of the world, is not naturally good” 

Douglas Jardine after the Bodyline tour 1933. 

 

“Bodyline bowling has assumed such proportions as to menace the best interests of the game, 

making protection of the body by the batsman the main consideration. This is causing intensely 

bitter feeling between the players as well as injury. In our opinion it is unsportsmanlike. Unless 

stopped at once, it is likely to upset the friendly relationships existing between Australia and 

England.” 

Text of the cable from the Australian Cricket Board to the MCC after the Adelaide Test Match 

1933 on Jan 18. 1933. 

 

We, Marylebone Cricket Club, deplore your cable. We deprecate your opinion that there has been 

unsportsmanlike play. We have fullest confidence in captain, team and managers and are 

convinced they would do nothing to infringe either the Laws of Cricket or the game. We have no 

evidence that our confidence has been misplaced. Much as we regret the accidents to Woodfull 

and Oldfield, we understand that in neither case was the bowler to blame. If the Australian Board 

of Control wish to propose a new Law or Rule, it shall receive our careful consideration in due 

course. We hope the situation is now not as serious as your cable would seem to indicate, but I it 

is such as to jeopardise the good relations between England and Australian cricketers and you 

consider it desirable to cancel remainder of programme, we would consent, but with great 

reluctance.”  

MCC to ABC on Jan 23, 1933 

 

We, Australian Board of Control, appreciate your difficulty in dealing with the matter raised in our 

cable without having seen the actual play. We unanimously regard body-line bowling, as adopted 

in some of the games in the present tour, as being opposed to the spirit of cricket, and 

unnecessarily dangerous to the players. We are deeply concerned that the ideals of the game 

shall be protected and have, therefore, appointed a committee to report on the action necessary 

to eliminate such bowling from Australian cricket as from beginning of the 1933-34 season. We 

will forward a copy of the Committee’s recommendations for your consideration, and it is hoped 

co-operation as to its application to all cricket. We do not consider it necessary to cancel 

remainder of programme."   

ABC cable to MCC on Jan 30, 1933 

 

"We, the Committee of the Marylebone Cricket Club note with pleasure that you do not consider it 

necessary to cancel the remainder of programme, and that you are postponing the whole issue 

involved until after the present tour is completed. May we accept this as a clear indication that 

the good sportsmanship of our team is not in question? We are sure you will appreciate how 

impossible it would be to play any Test Match in the spirit we all desire unless both sides were 

satisfied there was no reflection upon their sportsmanship. When your recommendation reaches 

us it shall receive our most careful consideration and will be submitted to the Imperial Cricket 

Conference."  

MCC cable  February 2, 1933 

 

“He is a queer fellow. When he sees a cricket ground with an Australian on it, he goes mad.” 

Sir Pelham Warner in a letter to the Governor of South Australia 1934 

 

“The term is meaningless. What is bodyline?” Douglas Jardine “To Harold – for The Ashes 12-33. 

From a grateful skipper Wording on silver ashtray presented by Jardine to Larwood in 1934 in the 

middle of a Notts-Surrey match before a crowd of 20000. 
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OF WHOM WAS THIS SAID? 
(1)  Perhaps the greatest medium pace bowler England has ever had. He had a lovely 

rhythmic action, and to my mind ranks with F. R. Spofforth, The Australian, as a consummate 

artist in disguised variation of pace… He was a handsome fellow with an Anglo-Saxon complexion, 

browned to the colour of a cup of tea with cream in it. He had a pale gold Anglo-Saxon 

moustache, but his eyes were of a lambent brown as one sees amongst the Meridionals. 

C B Fry “Life Worth Living (1939)” 

a. George Hirst 
b. George Lohmann 
c. Maurice Tate 

 

(2)   What was [     ] doing amongst this sacred band? It is true that he learned all his cricket 

in England, that he is perhaps the best batsman alive, that he insisted on the Australians being 

consulted, and that Trott returned a sportsmanlike ‘Yes’. But all the same, the Australians were 

playing England, not England and India. 

Daily Mail  

a. Ranjitsinhji 
b. Duleepsinhji 
c. Nawab of Pataudi (Senior)  

 

(3)  It is doubtful whether any of the (other) captains who led England Test tours of Australia 

were so romantic, and love-sick, and old-fashioned chivalrous, as [    ]. Plenty of English captains 

have fallen for Australian women. He was probably the only one who did the honourable thing 

and married one of the many  ”charmers bright and fair” and with whom he ”danced the whole 

night through”. No wonder [   ] did not score many runs in Australia. His eye was not always on 

the right kind of ball.” – 

Scyld Berry and Rupert Peploe –“Cricket’s Burning Passion” (2006) 

a. The Hon Ivo Bligh 
b. Mike Brearley 
c. Archie Maclaren 

 

(4)   They gathered round me in the field and confabulated. The chief offender was [    ] who 

got very nasty and unsportsmanlike refusing to accept the umpire’s decision. This upset me. I did 

not know whether I was standing on my head or my heels, with the consequences that two balls 

later I let one go, never even attempting to play it, and it bowled me. I still bear this incident in 

mind against [    ]. 

Jack Hobbs in “Playing for England” (1931) on being given not out hit wicket in 1909 

a. Clem Hill 
b. Warwick Armstrong 
c. Monty Noble 

 

For Answers check Page 26 
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History of the New South Wales Sports Club 
www.nswsportsclub.com.au 

Originally established in 1896 as the New South Wales Amateur Sports Club, the Club 

incorporated in 1900 as the New South Wales Sports Club Ltd and moved into its present 

premises at 10-14 Hunter Street, Sydney which it originally leased, before purchasing the 

freehold in 1912. 

The original role of the Club was to foster the development of amateur sports in New South 

Wales, providing a headquarters and administrative skills to enable them to grow.  In this role 

the Club was remarkably successful and can justly claim to have played a formative role in New 

South Wales in the development of sports such as: 

 Boxing 

 Billiards 

 Lawn Tennis 

 Soccer 

 Rugby Union 

 Australian Rules 

 Rowing 

 Others, such as Baseball, Fencing, 

Hockey, Lacrosse, Motor Cycling and 

Table Tennis 

By contrast by 1896, cricket was already well developed as a major national – perhaps the only 

national – and international sport in Australia, and the New South Wales Sports Club was not 

involved in its development. 

It was perhaps no coincidence that the Club was formed in the same year as the creation of the 

modern Olympics, a movement whose ideals it shared.  The Club was to play a major role in the 

initial organisation of Australian Olympic Sport. 

Olympic Teams sent abroad in 1928, 1932 and 1936 were all organised and partly financed by 

the Club, and the Manager of the Australian Team was a member of the Sports Club.  The Club 

was also prominent in the establishment of the Empire (now Commonwealth) Games in 1938 in 

Sydney. 

With increasing professionalism in sport, the role of the Club as the predominant organiser of 

amateur sport in New South Wales began to diminish after the Second World War.  While 

refurbished in recent years, the Club retains much historic memorabilia.  Reciprocity with inter-

state and international clubs has grown with clubs from as far afield as England, India, 

Singapore, South Africa, Malaysia, the Philippines and the U.S.A. 

In terms of facilities, the Club has five floors, comprising a Bistro and Bar on the Ground Floor, 

the Press Club on the 1st Floor, Meeting Rooms on the 2nd Floor, a refurbished ‘Old World’ 

Members Bar on the 3rd Floor, and the Hunter Dining Room on the 4th Floor.  The Club still 

retains a Snooker Room with two first class antique tables on the 5th Floor, keeping its links with 

1896. 

In terms of playing facilities for members, the Club runs social golf events and an annual internal 

cricket match, but does not run, as does the Cricketers’ Club, a regular weekly fixture list, and 

annual overseas tours.  The main function of the Sports Club today would probably be as a social 

and dining club in the centre of Sydney’s CBD where members may meet for business or 

pleasure, to eat and drink. 

It is to be hoped that many members of the old Cricketers’ Club will take up the offer of 

membership of the Sports Club, and recognise and honour its impressive history and traditions. 

The new Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales Inc. hopes to complement these traditions on the 

field of play, and in the tradition of many amateur associations over the past century, will be 

privileged to be able to use the premises of the Sports Club as its de facto headquarters. 

http://www.nswsportsclub.com.au/
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THE 4 AGES OF CRICKET 

The Age of Innocence or Youth 

The Age when you arrive on the cricket ground half an hour before the match is supposed to start   

The Age when it’s only a question of whether you bat number one or number two,  

       where it’s a question, as far as bowling is concerned, as to which end you open. 

The Age where you walk as of right to cover point, 

       where your definition of a quick run is a fairly thick edge to first slip. 

When to wear a box is a sign of extreme effeminacy. 

       And when after the game you jump into some fast sports car, in the  

       passenger seat of which is seated a delicious blonde, and as you drive away,  

       happy with the thought that she will be even easier to attain than that century 

       which the scorer was at that moment inscribing in the book against your name. 

The Age of Discretion or the Age of the Middle Man 

The Age when you arrive on the ground just as the umpires are walking out. 

The Age where you can with difficulty be persuaded to bat as high as number six. 

The Age where you expect, and sometimes get, a couple of overs before tea  

       when the match is over. 

The Age when to forget your box is worse than forgetting your wife’s birthday. 

The Age when after the game you slip off, quickly home in the car, to your wife 

       to avoid a row.  

The Age of Senility 

The Age when to be placed number ten is just a little too high. 

      Where to be asked to bowl is a deliberate and calculated insult. 

The Age when fielding is only possible with the feet. 

The Age when you define a short run as a very slow hit ball to deep extra cover. 

The Age when your box has become a permanent appendage to your truss. 

The Age when, after the game, you may be found, sitting in the local pub harbouring  

       Improper, but alas, impractical thoughts about the aged and unattractive barmaid. 

The Age of Retirement 

The Age where no longer can you play, 

       but where you perambulate around the perimeter of the ground– 

       a magnificent silhouette against the dying sun, 

       when you pour out to anyone foolish enough to listen, an unending stream of 

      apocryphal stories of your youth 

The Age when your box reposes on your dressing table-  

      a receptacle for spare collar studs. 

The Age, alas, when sex is no more than a Latin numeral. 

Humphrey Tilling – Speech to the Forty Club (1957) on its 21st anniversary 
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PLAYER PROFILES 
ASHES TOUR 2009 PLAYER PROFILES 

NB Ages are as at commencement of tour in July 2009; # is touring number for the Club 
 
MIKE BIRCHALL # 2 Aged 59     Retired Mechanical engineer 

A survivor from the first Club tour to Fiji in 1989. Right hand bat and occasional medium pace 
bowler. An enthusiastic tourist who plays in the more social games. Formerly a very good soccer 
player who represented N.S.W. in his youth. A fervent Manchester United supporter and a karaoke 
specialist, especially after a few drinks. Has toured Fiji, Asia, New Zealand, North America, Lord 
Howe, Norfolk Island, Vanuatu, the Cook Islands and Hawaii with the Club. This will be his 12th tour 
with the Cricketers’ Club. Coming with his partner, Di Lynas. 

BILL BLAIR # 72 Aged 46     Qantas Maintenance Engineer 

Highly talented right hand fast bowler and fluent batsman. Currently opens the bowling and bats in 
the middle order for Melton C.C. in the Melbourne sub-District first grade competition. Has been on 
numerous Qantas tours and has toured England, South Africa (twice), Vanuatu and the Cook 
Islands with The Cricketers’ Club. This will be his 6th tour with the Club. Coming with his wife, 
Cheryl and two young children, Jessica and William. 

GREG BROOKS # 63  Aged 50       Computer Sales Director 

Aggressive and hard hitting left hand bat and right hand medium bowler. Gave up serious cricket for 
ten years before joining the Cricketers’ Club in his mid thirties and has since been a regular player 
with the City and Suburban side and is now the Club President. Has toured the West Indies, South 
Africa (twice), Bali, Kenya, England and Samoa with the Club. This will be his 7th tour with the club. 
Coming with his wife, Bronwyn Virtue and son, Angus. 

DAVID BYRNES # 73 Aged 40  Prison Officer 

Aggressive right hand batsman, medium pace and off-spin bowler, formerly a successful captain of 
North Richmond C.C., now a regular with the City and Suburban side. Has toured England (twice), 
Norfolk Island, South Africa, Vanuatu, Bali, Kenya, the Cook Islands, Samoa and Hawaii with the 
Cricketers' Club and has also played a season’s cricket in England.   This will be his 11th tour with 
the Club. Coming with his partner Caroline and baby Olivia. 

DENNIS CAMERON # 3 Aged 56   Security Manager University of NSW 

Another survivor from the first Club tour to Fiji in 1989 and is now a very occasional player. He is a 
left hand bat and right hand finger spinner. He has toured Fiji, Asia (twice), New Zealand (twice), 
North America, Norfolk Island, South Africa, Vanuatu, Bali, Kenya, the Cook Islands, Samoa and 
England with the Club; this will be his 15th tour with the Club.  

GREG CRISTOFANI # 165  Aged 45  Accountant 

Right hand batsmen and medium pace bowler. Formerly a first grade cricket and ACT 
representative hockey player in Canberra. He had a long break from cricket before returning to play 
with the Molonglo Cricket Club. Currently living and working in Paris, playing cricket occasionally 
with the Chateau de Thoiry Cricket Club and hockey regularly with the Saint Germain Hockey Club. 
This will be his 1st tour with the Cricketers’ Club. 

ROSS DALGLEISH #117 Aged 50    Barrister 

Technically correct right hand bat. Formerly played for Lane Cove in Shires and has played in 
England for the House of Lords, and in Hong Kong. Currently plays most of his cricket for 
Warringah C.C. in the “Masters”. has toured Sri Lanka, Cook Islands, Cairns and New Zealand with 
the club, this will be his 5th tour. Coming with his wife Maree. 

ALAN DOHERTY # 150 Aged 49     Mortgage Broker 

Alan has played cricket for 35 years continuously, 22 years with Croydon Cricket Club in Melbourne 
as a right hand batsmen and left arm medium pace bowler. Represented Croydon C.C. in the 2008 
McCallum trophy clash with C.C.N.S.W.  has toured Hawaii with the club, this will be his 2nd tour. 
Coming with his wife Julie. 
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KEITH ELLOY # 15  Aged 59    Meat Trader 

Played for Singapore aged 16 before migrating to Australia as a youth and has played for the 
Cricketers’ Club ever since, for more years than any other player. Right hand bat and occasional 
keeper who now plays in the Masters o40s. Has toured  South East Asia, New Zealand (three 
times), North America, Lord Howe and Samoa  with the club, this will be his  8th tour.  

MATT GALE # 111 Aged 42   I.T. Marketing Manager  

Wicket keeper and useful late order batsman still looking for his first century. Played Club Cricket in 
Sutherland Shire before joining the Cricketers Club in 2001 where he is the regular Saturday 
keeper. Has toured Kenya and South Africa with the Club, this will be his 3rd  tour. 

PETER HARRISON # 151   Aged 58      Consultant 

Right hand batsman and off-spin bowler. Played cricket every summer for last 45 years. Spent 
1970's and 1980's playing for Cresterian C.C. in Northern Suburbs Competition. 1990's played for 
West Pennant Hills-Cherrybrook C.C. Now plays for the Lindfield Masters. This will be his 2nd tour 
with the Club after Hawaii in 2008. Coming with his wife Carmen Hawkins. 

ADRIAN HAWKES # 18  Aged 61     Solicitor 

Right hand medium pace seam and swing bowler. Until aged 39 played most of his cricket in the 
U.K., before meeting his wife on a cricket tour of Australia and emigrating here, after a honeymoon 
on a cricket tour of South America.  Has played and watched cricket in about twenty two countries 
in Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia, and the Pacific. This will be his 18th tour 
with the Cricketers’ Club. Coming with his wife, Jenny Wily. 

GRAHAM HOWES # 119 Aged 49    Administration Manager 

Right hand medium pace bowler and lower order bat. Currently plays Second Grade Sub-District 
cricket in Melbourne for Croydon. Older brother of David and answers to nickname “Bingo”. Has 
toured Sri Lanka, Cairns, England and South Africa with the Club, this will be his 5th tour. Coming 
with his partner Beth Pardoe. 

CAMERON JOHNS # 130 Aged 39     Tree surgeon/Horticulturist 

Opening or No 3 bat for Croydon Sub-District First Grade for whom he has played for the past 
fifteen years - over 20 years with the Club as a whole. Has gone on the annual tour to Mildura with 
Croydon nine times. Has toured England and South Africa  with the Club, this will be his 3rd tour. 
Has an ambition both to play and watch the Ashes in England. 

JOFF JOHNSON # 6 Aged 59   Computer Salesman 

Another player from the original tour to Fiji in 1989. Left hand bat and occasional right hand medium 
pace bowler. Played with the Combined Services when in the Army and represented 
Cambridgeshire when playing for Granta C.C. in the 1970s. Has toured Fiji, New Zealand (twice), 
North America, Malaysia, West Indies and South Africa with the club, this will be his 8th tour. Will be 
joined during the tour by his wife Suzie and daughter Samantha. 

CRAIG JOHNSON #131 Aged 30   I.T NetworkEngineer 

Keeper and right hand bat. Emigrated from South Africa about 5 years ago where he played for 
Unitech CC in Kwazulu-Natal; has played a season in England and First Grade with North 
Richmond. Currently a regular player with the City and Suburban team. Has toured England, 
Samoa and South Africa with the club, this will be his 4th tour. 

STEVEN KISH #166  Aged 61    Semi-retired; consultant in the clothing industry 

Wicket keeper and right hand batsman; current President of Burwood Cricket Club in the Eastern 
Cricket Association in Melbourne. Previous Cricket Clubs: Waverley Sub District, Salesian College 
Old Boys. Former Captain / Coach, now playing veterans with Burwood Cricket Club in Melbourne. 
Has traveled overseas for 30 years but this will be his first overseas cricket tour; coming with his 
wife Susanne. 

CRAIG KITSON # 66    Aged 38     Myer Retail Distribution 
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Right hand bat and right hand off spinner who played in the Bradford League before immigrating to 
Australia. Has played for over ten years in the Club’s City and Suburban team. Has toured England 
and West Indies with the Club, this will be his 3rd tour. Coming with his wife Jenny and two young 
children Emily and Caitlin. 

SCOTT McCALLUM # 124 Aged 44     Telstra N.Z.  Manager 

Right hand medium fast bowler and lower order bat. Played First Grade Sub- District cricket in 
Melbourne with Croydon and as an 18year old played in their 1984 Premiership winning side. 
Regular player for the Cricketers’ Club before moving to Wellington, New Zealand in 2004.  Has 
toured Sri Lanka,  England, New Zealand and South Africa with the club, this will be 5th tour. 
Coming with his wife Debbie and young child Matthew. 

MICHAEL McCORMICK # 133  Aged 48      Investment Manager  

Right hand bat and occasional right hand medium pace or leg spin bowler. Captains the Club’s 
Masters team. A first grade rugby player in his youth, who often played five eighth with Nick Farr-
Jones. Toured England and North America with Sydney University rugby earning a reputation as a 
“good tourist”. Has toured England and South Africa with the club, this will be his 3rd tour. Coming 
with his partner Trish Smart. 

GIL McGRATH # 125   Aged 62  Project Manager  

Right hand off spin bowler and tail-end bat who plays  for C.C.N.S.W. in the over 50s on Sundays 
and has also played for N.S.W. over 60s. Has toured Sri Lanka, England, South Africa and Cairns 
with the Club, this will be his 5th tour. Coming with his wife, Judy. 

BRAD PATTERSON # 167  Aged 34       General Manager, Pay Pal 

Left hand medium-fast bowler who thinks he should bat higher in the order than his form may 
warrant. Joined C.C.N.S.W. in late 2007 and now plays in the City and Suburban team. Formerly 
played on the Central Coast of NSW, playing 1st Grade with Narara and Mountains cricket clubs. 
This will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ Club and first cricket tour of the UK. 

JOE SCARCELLA # 147 Aged 51    Corporate Legal Counsel  

Right hand bat and medium pace bowler. In his youth, played lower grade with Waverley and Uni of 
NSW and toured with Qantas Stewards C.C.  In his senior years played City and Suburban with 
Scots OBs and Hunters Hill. Now plays with Lane Cove in the Masters and  also toured England  
with the Primary Club in 2007. This will be his2nd tour with the Cricketers’ Club after New Zealand 
in 2007. 

PHIL SCHAEFER #168     Aged 51    Teacher 

Right hand fast bowler and right hand batsman who plays in the Club’s Masters and over Fifties 
sides. Formerly played professional rugby league for the Balmain Tigers and is in their “Hall of 
Fame”. This will be his 1st tour with the Club. Coming with his wife Helen. 

MATTHEW SMITH #169      Aged 19    Labourer  

Right hand batsmen and right hand medium pace or spin bowler. Also can bowl and throw with left 
arm but rarely uses this skill in a game. Has been playing club cricket for Northern Suburbs 
Brisbane since he was 8 yrs old. Played QCA Brisbane 4th & 5th grade level last season scoring 
over 400 runs. Has achieved representative honors for Brisbane North District from U12 to U15.  
Was a member of North’s premiership winning U18 team for QCA competition in 2006-2007. This 
will be his first overseas cricket tour. 

PETER SMITH # 154   Aged 52    I.T. Analyst 

Medium paced bowler and middle order batsman who plays for Norths in Brisbane over 40s cricket. 
Use to play in Warehouse Competition when younger and has represented Queensland Public 
Services v N.S.W. This will be his 2nd tour with the Club after Hawaii. Coming with his wife Glenys, 
step daughter Rebecca and two sons, Matthew and Andrew. 

DAVE STEWART # 53 Age 50   Electrician 
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Right hand off spinner and right hand bat. Formerly played First Grade and representative cricket in 
Mackay and for Queensland Country. Now plays for Pioneer Valley in Mackay, Northern 
Queensland. Has toured Malaysia, West Indies and South Africa with the Club, this will be his 4th 
tour with the Cricketers’ Club.  

STEVE TAYLOR # 109    Aged 44  Director of Construction Company 

Current captain of Saturday side for past five years but now spending more time now sailing. Right 
hand bat and occasional keeper and medium pace bowler. Played First Grade for Northern 
Districts, and then captained Castle Hill in their local competition. Has managed to tour Kenya and 
Bali with the Cricketers’ Club but pressure of work has prevented his coming on the numerous other 
Club tours he would have desired. Coming with his wife Veronica. 

WAYNE WALTERS # 27   Aged 47     Qantas Engineer 

Right hand medium pace bowler and left hand bat who specialised in the reverse sweep before it 
was popular. Frequently toured with Qantas in his youth and also with Dapto to Canada on a 
number of occasions. Now only plays occasionally with the Cricketers’ Club. This will be his 6th tour  
after South East Asia, North America, Kenya and South Africa (twice) with the club; Coming with his 
partner, Nicole, mother in law Yvonne and Emma Hawksworth. 

SCOTT WELLS #170     Aged 40      Civil Engineer / Project Manager 

Right hand batsman and leg spin bowler. Formerly played with the Wenty Waratahs in the 
Parramatta District until moving to the Blue Mountains in 2002 where he currently plays for 
Springwood Cricket Club. During his years at Wenty they won two A grade premierships and he 
represented Parramatta in the Martin Shield for two seasons. At Springwood he helped the first 
grade side to their first 1st grade premiership for over 20 years. First tour for the Cricketers’ Club; 
coming with his wife Ingrid. 

TONY WRIGHT #164 Aged 52    Semi- Retired 

Right hand middle order bat & right hand medium pace bowler who currently plays Masters over 
40s cricket for Lindfield and previously played 20 years in the Manly district cricket competition. He 
has previously toured England and New Zealand with the Sydney Masters but this will be his 
second tour with the Cricketers’ Club after India earlier this yeat Coming with his wife Anne and 2 
teenage children Tom and Ian. 

KEN YARDY # 113 Aged 45    Solicitor 

Right hand bat, occasional keeper; nowadays more a social cricketer. Scored a century on debut in 
senior cricket and still trying for his second! Had not played serious cricket for some years but 
persuaded to join the Cricketers’ Club in 2002. Has toured Kenya, Sri Lanka, the Cook Islands, 
Cairns, England, Samoa, New Zealand  Hawaii and India with the Club, This will be his 10th tour. 
Accompanied by his wife Liann. 

 

HOWZAT? - or  Cricket’s version of “Whose on First?” 
You have two sides, one out in the field and one in. 

Each man’s that’s in the side that’s in, goes out and when he’s out,  
he comes in and the next man goes in until he’s out. 

When they are all out, the side that’s out, comes in and the side that’s been in,  
goes out and tries to get those coming in out. 
Sometimes you get men still in and not out. 

When both sides have been in and out, including the not outs,  
that’s the end of the game! 



THE CRICKETERS' CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES  
PARIS DUBLIN ENGLAND “ASHES” TOUR JULY 2009 

Page 24 of 27 pages 

WALTZING MATILDA 
(The real Australian National Anthem) 

Oh! There once was a swagman camped in the 
Billabong 
Under the shade of a Coolabah tree, 
And he sang as he looked at his old billy boiling 
‘ Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me?’ 
 
Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda my darling, 
Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me? 
Waltzing Matilda and leading a waterbag 
Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me? 
 
Down came a jumbuck to drink at the waterhole, 
Up jumped the swagman and grabbed him in 
glee; 
And he sang as he put him away in his tuckerbag, 
“You’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me.” 

Down came the squatter riding his thoroughbred; 
Down came policemen-one, two, three. 
“Whose is the jumbuck you’ve got in your tuckerbag? 
You’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me.” 
 
But the swagman, he up and he jumped into the 
waterhole, 
Drowning himself by the Coolabah tree, 
And his ghost may be heard as it sings in the 
Billabong, 
“Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me?” 
 

A.B. Paterson   Saltbush Bill J.P. and Other 
Verses (1917) 

N.B. The line ”You’ll never take me alive, said he” does 
not appear in the original poem. 

Advance Australia Fair 
Australia’s sons let us rejoice, 
(Australians all let us rejoice), 
For we are young and free; 
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil, 
Our home is girt by sea; 
Our land abounds in Nature’s gifts 
Of beauty rich and rare; 
In history’s page, let every stage 
Advance Australia fair! 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
When gallant Cook from Albion sail’d, 
To trace wide oceans o’er, 
True British courage bore him on, 
Till he landed on our shore. 
Then here he raised Old England’s flag, 
The standard of the brave; 
With all her faults we love her still, 
“Britannia rules the wave!” 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
Beneath our radiant Southern Cross, 
We’ll toil with hearts and hands; 
To make our youthful Commonwealth 
(To make this Commonwealth of ours) 
Renowned of all the lands; 
For loyal sons beyond the seas 

For those who’ve come across the seas) 
We’ve boundless plains to share 
With courage let us all combine  
To advance Australia fair. 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
While other nations of the globe 
Behold us from afar, 
We’ll rise to high renown and shine 
Like our glorious southern star; 
From England, Scotia, Erin’s Isle, 
Who come our lot to share, 
Let all combine with heart and hand 
To advance Australia fair! 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
Shou’d foreign foe e’er sight our coast, 
Or dare a foot to land, 
We’ll rouse to arms like sires of yore 
To guard our native strand; 
Britannia then shall surely know, 
Beyond wide ocean’s roll, 
Her sons in fair Australia’s land 
Still keep a British soul. 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 

Note:  Composed by Peter Dodds McCormick, probably in 1878.  For Federation 1901, McCormick added 
a reference to the new commonwealth. 
In 1984 the song became the national anthem.  Verses 2, 4 and 5 were rejected.  In the remaining two 
verses three lines were reworked (the new lines appear in brackets) 
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RAY LINDWALL KEITH MILLER 

In those stirring post war days 
As flannelled fools resumed their cricket 
When the pacemen walked back briskly 
And there was no covered wicket, 
When the fans sat on the hillside 
As they browsed the sporting pages 
Then Australia’s opening bowler 
Was the greatest seen in ages. 

 
He was sheer exhilaration. 
He had speed and guile and cunning. 
While his action was poetic 
His results were simply stunning. 
He was Raymond Russell Lindwall. 
There was none to doubt his greatness 
And he swung the ball so sweetly 
You could not believe its lateness. 
 
You could hear the seagulls landing 
As he launched into his run up. 
Then his stride would lengthen slowly. 
He was like the tide at sun up. 
He had every eye upon him 
Almost bursting at the sockets 
And the roars would fill the oval 
As the batsman played his rockets.   
 
How we loved to watch Ray Lindwall. 
He was such a bowling master. 
When he bowled to Leonard Hutton 
He would bowl a half yard faster 
And we boys who came to watch him 
All aspired to his action. 
Now the memory of his greatness 
Still brings many satisfaction. 
 
We’ve had pace men through the ages 
And their names will stand forever; 
From the demon bowler Spofforth 
Who was quick as he was clever. 
We’ve had Gregory, McDonald, 
We’ve had Davidson and Lillee 
And to say one stood above them 
May sound just a little silly. 
 
But to those who came to watch him 
In those matches in the forties 
When he bowled those dipping yorkers 
As the batsmen launched their sorties, 
There was never such a bowler, 
There was never such a sight 
As my boyhood hero Lindwall 
When he bowled as quick as light. 

I read by chance the other day 
That Keith Miller had been ill 
And my thoughts went rushing madly 
To my boyhood on the Hill. 
He had skippered New South Wales 
When the Blues were truly great 
And he led his men out proudly  
With a swagger in his gait. 
 
He’d come up north from Melbourne 
Where he’d repped at Aussie Rules 
A muddied oaf was Nugget, 
Midst a flock of flannelled fools, 
As such he is a member 
Of a rare and special band. 
His name is rightly honoured  
In the new Great Southern Stand. 
 
He fielded in the slips 
And then he bowled with hostile pace. 
He batted up the order 
With a blend of force and grace. 
He played the game with passion  
And he had tremendous skill. 
His reckless gay abandon 
Made him Hero of the Hill. 
 
He bowled off thirteen paces; 
He would charge in at a rate 
And then to irk the batsman 
He would come off six or eight. 
The crowd would roar approval 
As his longish hair flew back. 
He would steam in to the wicket 
Like a loco in its track. 
 
                   I saw him loft a leggie  
For a sixer in a Test. 
I’d seen some mighty sixers 
But I liked this one the best. 
The man beside the sightscreen 
Saw it proudly pass his way, 
A rather decent effort 
For the first shot of the day. 
 
That’s how he played his cricket 
In those heady post war days. 
He was a sheer sensation 
In so many different ways, 
 A great and gifted sportsman 
 And a joy for all to see. 
 We fans owed much to Miller; 
  Keith Ross Miller, M.B.E 

 

PETER FENTON is the author of six books on Sport, a well known rugby coach and a frequent 
after dinner speaker 
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THE CRICKETERS CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES  
THE COLOURS AND EMBLEM 

“True to the Blue” 

New South Wales-Why the name? 

Originally part of “New Holland”, It became known as “New South Wales” in 1770 after Cook’s 

exploration of the East Coast of what is now called “Australia”. Whether Cook personally at the 

time called it New South Wales, and if so, why, is still a subject of doubt and scholarly 

speculation. Possibly Cook originally called it “New Wales”, by analogy with the islands of “New 

Britain”, which had originally been part of New Guinea. What is certain is that the name emerged 

later after he had dispatched his Journal to the Admiralty. Why “Wales” and why “South Wales” 

will probably never be known. 

Royal Blue –why the colour? 

When intercolonial cricket commenced in the 1850s, the Victorians wore dark blue trousers and 

white shirts. NSW wore white trousers and light blue shirts. They became known as the “Light 

Blues”. In 1904-5, the colour changed to Royal Blue. The colour remains Royal 

Blue and the NSW team still remains known by its traditional name as “the Blues” 

Comparison to “the Green and Gold” 

“The Blues” can trace their origin approximately 40 years before the adoption of the traditional 

Australian “Green and Gold”, which were not adopted as national colours till the Australian tour to 

England in 1899 nor for home Tests until after Federation in 1902. Prior to that time it had been 

customary in home Tests to wear the colours of the State in which the match was played-i.e.-

dark blue in Victoria and light blue in NSW. 

The first Australian touring team to England in 1878 wore black and white; the 1880 team –faded 

magenta and black; the 1882 team wore the colours of the 96th regiment-red, black and yellow. 

That then changed to the red white and blue of the Melbourne Cricket Club, although once, the 

light blue caps of the East Melbourne Club were used. By 1890, the team had adopted dark blue 

blazers and caps, with gold trim with, for the first time, the Australian Coat of Arms. It was the 

1899 team to England that first adopted the Green and Gold, but it was not until 1902 at the 

MCG that the Green and Gold were worn in a home Test. Thus the Royal Blue colours adopted by 

The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales arguably have an older provenance, dating back to the 

1850s, than the national colours which only date to the turn of the century. 

The Emblem - Why the Cross of St George in New South Wales? 

The emblem is taken from the Coat of Arms of the Colony, originally designed in 1875-6, and 

subsequently formally granted by King Edward VII in 1906 and described as:- “Azure, a Cross 

Argent, voided Gules a lion passant guardant and on each member with a Mullet of eight points 

Or “ [I.e.- a red cross with a golden lion at the centre and stars at each point]  

The gold crossed bats need no explanation. The cross of St George is English as is the lion, and 

not Welsh. The design comes from the British Royal Navy White Ensign, with whom its co-

designer Captain Hixson, President of the Marine Board was closely connected. 

The connection is with England or perhaps Britain as the home country, not with Wales. It 

remains the official Coat of Arms of New South Wales. 

 

 

Answers to questions on page 17; 1-b Lohmann; 2-a Ranjitsinhji; 3-a Bligh; 4-b Armstrong 
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ASSOCIATED CLUBS – ASIA (continued) 
Hong Kong Cricket Club 
137 Wong Nei Chung Gap Road 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 574 6266 
www.hkcc.org 

Hong Kong Football Club 
3 Sports Road, Happy Valley 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 830 9500 
www.hkfc.com.hk. 

Calcutta Cricket & Football Club 
19/2 Gurusaday Road 
BALLYGUNGE 
CALCULLTA 19 INDIA 700019 
Ph: 388951/201 
www.calcuttaweb.com/clubs.htm  

The Cricket Club of India 
J.N. Tata Pavilion 
Brabourne Stadium 
Dinshaw Vachha Road 
MUMBAI  INDIA  400 020 
Ph:  9122 2876 051 

BCA Garware Club House 
Wankhede Stadium 
'D' Road 
Churchgate 
MUMBAI INDIA 400 020 
Ph: 285 4444 

Madras Cricket Club 
1 Babu Jagjivan Ram Road 
Chennai 
MADRAS INDIA  600 005 
Ph: 841-797 
www.madrascricketclub.com 

Royal Selangor Club 
PO Box 10137 
Kuala Lumpur, 50704 
MALAYSIA 
Ph: (063) 292 7166 
www.rscweb.org.my 

Colombo Swimming Club 
Storm Lodge, PO Box 863 
148 Galle Road 
COLUMBO SRI LANKA 
Ph:  00 941 421 645 
csc@srilanka.net 

Singapore Cricket Club 
Connaught Drive 
SINGAPORE 0617 
Ph: (0011) 65 338-9271 
www.scc.org.sg/ 

The British Club of Singapore 
73 Bukit Tinggi Road 
SINGAPORE  1128 
Ph:  (0011) 65 467-4611 
www.britishclub.org.sg  

The British Club (Thailand) 
189 Surawong Road, Bangrak, 
BANGKOK THAILAND 10500 
Ph: (662)  234 0247 
www.britishclubbangkok.org 

Kowloon Cricket Club 
10 Cox's Road 
KOWLOON HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 3-674 141 
www.kcc.org.hk/ 

 
Johore Cultural & Sports Club 
623 Jalan Sungai Chat 
80100 Johore Bahru 
Johore MALAYSIA 
07 241 899 
 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Cricketers’ Club of London, 
71, Blandford Street 
LONDON W1 U 8AB 
ENGLAND 
020 7486 2635 
www.cricketers.co.uk 

Bali International Cricket Club 
Jalan Danan Poso 63 
Sanur, Bali, Indonesia 
0361 286 490 
www.balicricket.com  

 

MIDDLE EAST 
Doha Club 
PO Box 3666 
Doha Qatar, Arabian Gulf 
MIDDLE EAST 
Ph: (974) 418822 
www.british-in-qatar.com/dclub.htm  

NEW ZEALAND 
The Cricket Society of Auckland 
Clubrooms, Eden Park 
PO Box 2860 
AUCKLAND 1 NEW ZEALAND 
http://aucklandes.cricketarchive.com  

END 
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