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ASSOCIATED CLUBS – AUSTRALIA 
 The Canberra Club 
45 West Row Street 
CANBERRA   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248-9000 
www.canberraclub.com.au  
 

Ainslie Football & Social Club Inc.          
52 Wakefield Avenue 
PO Box 183 
DICKSON   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248 8422 
www.ainsliefc.com  

The Victorian Club 
Level 41, Rialto Building 
525 Collins Street,  
MELBOURNE,VICTORIA,  3000 
(613) 9614 2127 
www.vicclub.com.au 

Carlton Cricket, Football & Social Club 
(Princess Park) 
PO Box 83 
CARLTON NORTH   VIC   3054 
Ph: (03) 9387-1400 
www.carltonfc.com.au 

 Sandringham Club 
92 Beach Street 
SANDRINGHAM   VIC   3191 
Ph: (03) 9598-1322 

  
WEST INDIES 
Pickwick Cricket Club 
Kensington Oval 
BRIDGETOWN BARBADOS 
Ph:  426-3151 
 

SOUTH AMERICA 
 
National Club of Sao Paulo 
Rua Angatuba 703 
SAO PAULO  BRAZIL 
 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
 
Aviat Social and Sporting Club 
Aviat Street (P. O. Box 91, Konedobu 125) 
KONEDOBU 
Ph: 675 321-4261 
www.pngbd.com 

CANADA 
 
Toronto Cricket Skating & Curling Club 
141 Wilson Avenue 
TORONTO ONTARIO M5M 3A3 
(416) 487 4581 
www.torcricketclub.org 

 
Vancouver Rowing Club 
PO Box 5206 
Stanley Park 
BRITISH COLUMBIA CANADA V6B 4B3 
Ph:  (604) 687-3400 
www.vancouverrowingclub.com 

 
ZIMBABWE 
 
Harare Sports Club 
PO Box 1104 
10th Avenue 
HARARE ZIMBABWE  
Ph: 791151 

 
SOUTH AFRICA 
The Wanderers Club 
21 North Street, Illovo 
PO Box 55019 
Northlands 2116 
JOHANNESBURG 
www.wanderersclub.co.za 

 
Associated Overseas Clubs continued inside Back Cover 
 
 
 

http://www.canberraclub.com.au/
http://www.ainsliefc.com/
http://www.vicclub.com.au/
http://www.carltonfc.com.au/
http://www.pngbd.com/
http://www.torcricketclub.org/
http://www.vancouverrowingclub.com/
http://www.wanderersclub.co.za/
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
As President of the Cricketers’ Club of NSW it is with real pleasure that I write these words of 
encouragement and goodwill to my fellow C.C.N.S.W. tourists. The tour promises to be an outstanding trip 
to Queenstown. Indeed we are most fortunate to be able to participate in such a tour. Let us extend to 
each and every one of our hosts the typical C.C.N.S.W. characteristics of fair play and healthy respect for 
this wonderful game of cricket. 

 
It is with great anticipation that the Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales returns to Queenstown after a 
nine year absence .  
  
Best Wishes 
 
Greg Brooks  President C.C.N.S.W. 
 
 

                        HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB of NSW      www.ccnsw.com     

                   (Based on an article by award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard) 

The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when it was suggested that the 

New South Wales Cricket Association combine with the controlling bodies in cycling, swimming, rugby and 

athletics to form a sports club.  Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-

committee to inquire into the possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the Association. This committee's 

recommendation that the Association make an arrangement with the Commercial Travellers' Club in Pitt 

Street to use their premises was rejected.   

The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a NSWCA meeting, but it was 

not until 1936 that the Association decided to build a club in its new building in George Street. 

The prominent solicitor Sydney Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-storey building in George 

Street for £54,803, drafted a constitution for the Cricketers' Club in August 1938, and the club was 

registered as a company on 14 November, 1939, two months after the outbreak of World War II, and 

opened for business on 1 July 1940. 

From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the development of cricket. Two 

cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket House for members to practice during lunch hours and 

these nets remained in operation until 1953.  Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick 

batsman Jack Chegwyn aware of big possibilities for country tours by teams of leading players from the 

State's representative sides. Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century in 

his five matches for NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for the pioneering work he 

did in the bush with teams selected at the Cricketers' Club. 

http://www.ccnsw.com/
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By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most Sydney grade cricketers were 

members and at the end of that year the Club made a 1000 pound loan to the NSWCA to help the 

Association continue operating at a time when it had no income from Test or Sheffield Shield cricket. 

 Annual games at the SCG v the NSWCA commenced in 1965. In 1971, seven club members were in Don 

Bradman’s nomination for the best eleven Australian cricketers of the past 50 years. The Cricketers' Club 

entered a side in the City & Suburban competition in 1971 and has continued to play regularly in that 

competition.  

Over the years many Test players have appeared for the Club, including Richie Benaud, Trevor Chappell, 

Richard Collinge (New Zealand), Alan Davidson, Nilakshi de Silva  (Sri Lanka), Keith Elloy (Singapore), 

Phil Emery, Dave Gilbert, Alex Hales (England),  Greg Matthews, Keith Miller, Arthur Morris, Geoff 

Lawson, ‘Mani’ Subramanya (India),  Allan Turner, Bill Watson, and Mike Whitney.   

Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the Club introduced a rule automatically granting membership to 

Australian Test players. The England and Australian teams in the 1988 Bicentenary match in Sydney 

played for a trophy donated by the Cricketers’ Club. 

In 1981 the Club moved to Barracks Street where it remained until the liquidation of the old Club in 2001 

Cricketers' Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and Suburban competition for 

over 50 years. The Club has hosted numerous touring teams from countries such as England, Canada, 

Malaysia, India, the West Indies, New Zealand and the USA. Overseas tours have become common. 

With the liquidation of the registered club and the loss of its Barrack Street premises in 2001, the cricket 

and golf players retained the name and logo and continued to play, as a new incorporated association, still 

called “The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales", which was registered on 14 July 2003. 

Editor's note: Jack Pollard (1926-2002) was the author of over 80 sports related books, and numerous 

outstanding cricket books including an authoritative five volume history of Australian cricket. He also wrote 

the most popular of all Australian cricket encyclopaedias, entitled “The Game and the Players". 

PART TWO UPDATE  

The Cricketers' Club currently has approximately 100 active cricketers. The Club also has a golf section. 

Of those 100 cricketers, approximately 30 play for the Club on Saturdays, and another 70 on Sundays and 

in mid-week games 
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The Queenstown New Zealand Tour in January 2025 will be the Club's 37th overseas tour since 1989 

(plus eight other separate domestic tours to Adelaide. Cairns. Darwin, Lord Howe, Norfolk Island, Perth, 

and twice to Tasmania)  

1989 Fiji 2009 India 

1991 Asia 2009 France-Ireland-England 

1992 Christchurch, New Zealand 2010  Tasmania (not overseas) 

1993 Christchurch, New Zealand 2010 Italy 

1993 Canada and West Coast USA 2011 West Indies 

1994 Malaysia and Singapore 2012 South America 

1995 Auckland, New Zealand 2013 Amsterdam-England-Malta 

1996 Barbados/Trinidad 2014 South East Asia 

1997 England 2015 Wellington New Zealand 

1998 Norfolk Island Not overseas) 2015 Canada & East Coast USA 

1999 Lord Howe (not overseas) 2016 Queenstown, New Zealand 

1999 South Africa 2017 Nelson, New Zealand 

2000 Vanuatu 2017 Scotland and England 

2001 Bali 2018    Christchurch New Zealand. 

2002 Kenya 2019          Auckland New Zealand. 

2003 Sri Lanka 2019                    Sri Lanka-Easter 

2004 Cook Islands (Easter) 2020               Perth (not overseas) 

2004 Cairns (July not overseas) 2022            Darwin (not overseas) 

2005 England 2023       Tasmania ( not overseas) 

2006 Samoa 2024 Adelaide (not overseas) 

2007 New Zealand, North Island 2024  Barbados and St Lucia 

2007 South Africa 2025 Queenstown New Zealand 

2008 Hawaii 2025 (Projected) Japan 
 

   

  

In the City and Suburban competition on Saturday and some Sunday afternoons, the Club arranges about 

20 fixtures a season. These are usually 35 overs a side, although by agreement, they are sometimes 

extended to 40 overs. The C&S "competition" does not have a formal league table and not all clubs in the 

competition play each other. Nevertheless cricket is played in a competitive manner, and at its best, would 

probably equate to the standard of Sydney 3rd-4th Grade Cricket, although considerably shortened. In 

addition there is a two part Jack Pace Cup competition; part 1 is a league structure for points before 



THE CRICKETERS' CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES  
QUEENSTOWN, NEW ZEALAND TOUR JANUARY 2025 

 6 

Christmas; the top eight teams go into a knock out stage after New Year; C.C.N.S.W. has won the Cup 

four times. The Club celebrated its 50
th
 season in the C&S in 2020 and until last seasonhas never lost 

more C&S games in a season than it has won. 

On Sundays, the Club plays eleven fixtures in a competitive over 40s "Masters" league, in which the 

Club's position has varied from league winners to bottom. These are 40 over a side games. Six bowlers 

must be used, and batters must retire on scoring 40 runs. The Club also plays an eleven round over 50s 

“Classics” competition with similar rules and in 2016 won the Premiership. A Vintages over 60s 

competition commenced in 2017 with similar rules and CCNSW were Premiers in successive seasons in 

2022-23 and 2023-2024. Outside leagues, the Club generally plays about 10 other competitive but 

"friendly" fixtures each year, on grounds which have varied from major national grounds such as the MCG, 

SCG, the Gabba, Telstra (Olympic) Stadium and Bradman Oval, Bowral, to small country grounds such as 

Mandalong, and Mudgee. Opposition includes teams such as the Bradman Foundation, the Melbourne 

Cricket Club, Molonglo (Canberra), the Primary Club, the Queensland Cricketers' Club, the Sydney 

Cricket Club, and often one or two overseas touring sides. These are generally full day games of about 

45-50 overs a side.  

Since 2018 the Club has also entered a side in a summer midweek evening  T20 Eight a side competition 

run by “The Last Man Stands” with 14 evening rounds on artificial wickets in Moore Park and plays a 

similar winter Sunday morning competition where it has won its Division in two successive seasons 2022-

23 and 2023-24. 

In February 2004, the Club was invited by the S.C.G. Trust and Cricket NSW to represent the Civilian 

population of the State in a match against the Military to celebrate 150 years of cricket at the S.C.G. A 

special plaque to commemorate this is permanently displayed on the exterior wall of the home dressing 

room at the SCG and the ball used in the match is on display in the Museum. 

In the 2023-2024 season, the Club played a total of 75 games comprising 59 eleven-a-side fixtures, 7 

summer LMS and 9 winter LMS 8-a-side T20s, and used over 100 players.  

The Club is currently contactable c/o the Secretary, Adrian Hawkes, 31 Killarney Drive, Killarney Heights, 

NSW 2087 (Tel: (612) 9451 7436 (H) or hawkesam@bigpond.com ; see also www.ccnsw.com 

[09.06.24] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hawkesam@bigpond.com
http://www.ccnsw.com/
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          Millbrook Cricket Club – A Brief History by Fraser Skinner (updated 2025} 
The Millbrook Cricket Club (MCC) was established in 1992 by a group of keen cricket enthusiasts who 
were mostly members of the Millbrook Country Club. Millbrook agreed to provide an unused area of bare 
land on the Arrowtown corner for this purpose and the first wicket was laid by former NZ cricketer Brian 
Hastings (Hastings scored 46 in a 115 run partnership with Glenn Turner, which took NZ to their first 
victory over Australia, in Christchurch in 1974). 
 
Over the ensuing years, the wicket (laid on a metal base) slowly subsided which led to some interesting 
characteristics able to be exploited by the MCC bowlers! Prior to hosting the World Golden Oldies 
Tournament in 2008, the club replaced the wicket with a new concrete block which now features a top 
grade artificial mat (2014).The ‘club house’ over these years was a two room tent which was erected and 
disassembled on every playing day. The pre-game ‘erections’ became a standing joke within the club, with 
the four different tents used over the years probably never having the poles put in the same place twice. 
In 2009, the ‘Millbrook Corner’ transferred to local Council ownership and the MCC ultimately reached 
agreement with Council to joint venture a new building which would house public toilets and the MCC club 
house. Around 40 working bees and a huge amount of community support saw the facilities open on 
October 11, 2015. The club has also developed two practice nets at Millbrook corner, primarily for use by 
the Arrowtown area-based school children, and on the very odd occasion, our players    
 
In recent years the club has toured Hawaii and Barbados and in June 2024 returned to the Gold Coast 
and Sunshine Coast, to be hosted by The Honest Trundlers, Logan CC and Yandina Pioneers. As well as 
the odd overseas tour we have away trips to play the Goat Herders in Akaroa, the Valley of Peace in 
Christchurch, The Cavaliers in Dunedin and a short trip over the hill to Luggate to play the Wanaka Old 
Boys. 
 
In November 2024 there was a weekend of celebrations to recognise 32 years of the club. This was held 
at the Millbrook Cricket ground with present members joined by some past players from over the years, 
including 3 founding members. This was rounded off on the Sunday with a lunch, a couple of drinks, a 
reasonably social game of cricket and thankfully no injuries.  
 
It is the club’s aim to enjoy cricket in a fun and friendly environment and to assist with the growth of the 
sport wherever possible. Golden Oldies rules are generally adopted and this season sees a schedule 
of 17 games against a variety of regular and new teams. 
 

 

FIXTURES AND SOCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 

Date Day Item Location 

20.01 Monday Arrive from Sydney  Queenstown 

21.01 Tuesday Game 1 Millbrook C.C. 1PM start Millbrook Resort 

22.01 Wednesday Game 2 Otago Invitation XI 1PM start Queenstown International 

23.01 Thursday Free Day Queenstown 

24.01 Friday Free Day  Queenstown 

25.01 Saturday Free Day Queenstown 

26.01 Sunday Game 3 Wanaka Ornaments Noon start Wanaka 

27.01 Monday Depart for Sydney In transit 

Tour Contacts 
Tour Manager:  Scott Wells: queenstown@ccnsw.com   and 0402 092 759 (Mob) 
 
Asst Tour Manager:    Soren Hughes: queenstown@ccnsw.com  and 0432 835 106 (Mob) 
 
       

 

 

mailto:queenstown@ccnsw.com
mailto:queenstown@ccnsw.com
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PLAYER PROFILES 

Ages are as at commencement of tour in January 2025                                                                                        
# is overseas touring number not membership no. 

 
 
DAVID  CRAIG  # 240  Aged  60                                                                                                         Retired 
 
Right hand leg spin bowler and tail end batter with a predilection for the reverse sweep, and an excellent 
fielder despite his age. After a brief but awe-uninspiring career batting for Macquarie University in Sydney 
Shires cricket, David took a 28 year sabbatical from the game, reinventing himself in 2017 as a 
surprisingly accurate leg spinner and innovative lower order bat with the CCNSW over 50s team. No 
longer employable, David is a full time amateur cricketer racking up 80+ games a year in Sydney Masters 
competitions, park cricket (Cammeray), winter cricket (Troopers, Nude Driving), and various state, 
regional and national tournaments (NSW, Port Jackson, Dinosaurs). This is his second tour with CCNSW 
after Perth in 2020, and first abroad; travelling with his partner Anh Amin. 

 ANDREW DAVIS # 241    Aged 58                                                                        Account Payable Officer 
 
Left arm medium pace swing bowler, right hand middle order batter and part time back up keeper for 
CCNSW Classics. Played all his junior and senior cricket on Sydney’s Northern Beaches from 1976 to the 
present (Beacon Hill, Allambie Surf and Manly Civic), Currently playing for Collaroy Plateau C.C. in 
summer and ‘Nude Driving’ in Winter Cricket. Have played Masters for Lindfield CC & Collaroy CC 
Classics with Mosman and for Port Jackson in four over 50s State Championships: 2019-2022 (in Orange 
2019 (2

nd
 Div) and 2020 (1

st
 Div - Winners) Central Coast 2021 (2

nd
 Div) & Armidale 2022 (2

nd
 Div 

Winners). Also represented NSW in 5
th
 Div at the o50’s Nationals in Adelaide Nov 2022. Been on Three 

overseas tours with Collaroy in 2009 (Singapore, England & Amsterdam), 2013 (Singapore, England, 
Wales & Amsterdam) and 2016 (Sri Lanka, Singapore & Malaysia). This will be his second tour with 
CCNSW after Tasmania in 2023. 
 
EZEKIEL HUGHES # 233    Aged 18                                                                                               Student 
  
Eldest son of Soren Hughes. Right hand batter and spin bowler who has played for St George and 
Sutherland in representative cricket and played for Gordon Cricket Club's Metro Cup team in NSW. He 
and his brother Roman recently won the U19s National Schoolboys Championship in Fiji. with his school. 
Ezekiel is also a talented athlete, reaching the top three for javelin at the Fiji National School 
Athletics Games. Ezekiel occasionally plays for the C.C.N.S.W City and Suburban Team and toured to 
Adelaide in 2024. This will be his second overseas tour with the Club after Sri Lanka, where he and his 
father shared a 50 partnership at the international P. Sara Oval in Colombo. 
 
ROMAN HUGHES # 238  Aged 17                                                                                                    Student 

Second eldest son of Soren Hughes. Right hand opening batter and off spin/medium pace bowler who 
took five wickets for CCNSW on debut as a 13 year old. IN NSW Roman has played reps for St George 
and later won the U15s Presidents Cup with Sutherland and in Fiji reached acclaim in the local papers 
by bowling a wicket maiden in the final over of the U19s National Schoolboys Championships to win the 
game for his school by 2 runs. Roman has joined CCNSW short tours in Christchurch New Zealand and to 
Perth and Adelaide in Australia. This would be his second overseas tour with CCNSW after Barbados and 
St Lucia in 2024. Roman is also unbeatable at chess and welcomes any opportunity for him to prove to 
you that this assertion is entirely correct. 

SOREN HUGHES # 216       Aged 44                                                                                         Solicitor 

Right hand batter and medium pace bowler. An all-rounder who is still enjoying  cricket and found most 
weekends playing for the CCNSW C&S side and occasionally ‘The Masters’ over 40s on Sundays. 
Originally from North West and Mid Coast NSW, Soren learned most if his cricket tricks from his father at 
indoor and outdoor cricket - if not from 10 years at University studying jazz drums, finance and ‘lawyering’. 
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Former umpire in  NSW Premier Cricket. This is his seventh cricket tour with the Club after 3 short tours to 
New Zealand (Nelson in 2017, Christchurch in 2018 and Auckland in 2019), a long memorable tour to Sri 
Lanka in 2019 and domestically to Perth in 2020, Darwin in 2022, Tasmania in 2023 and Adelaide in 
2024. Coming with his wife Gwen and Cyrus (aged 10) and Denzel (aged 15).  
 
ADAM KHAMIS # 242    Aged 27                                                                                    Public servant 
 
Tall right-arm leg spin bowler and tail-end batter with aspirations. Always happy to act as scorer while his 
team is batting if it keeps him from umpiring in the hot sun. Adam didn’t play cricket for several years after 
leaving school, before discovering CCNSW and is now one of the leading wicket takers in our C&S side;  
now playing his third season with the Club. This will be his first tour with the Club. 
 
MICHAEL McCORMICK # 134 Aged 64                                                                                 Law Lecturer            
Right hand top order batter and medium pace bowler; now plays in our over 60 Vintage side. Toured 
England and North America with Sydney University rugby earning a reputation as a “good tourist”. Has 
toured England (twice), South Africa and the West Indies with the Cricketers’ Club, this will be his fifth tour 
with the Club.  
 
DAVID POTTS  # 243   Aged  52                                                                          Retired police officer 
 
Right hand upper order batter and specialist keeper who has won the Cricket Illawara League Grade 
Competition wicket keeper of the year award three times. Has played for Wests Illawara C.C. for the past 
44 seasons (since aged 9) and is the most capped player in the Club with currently over 700 appearances  
and holds the Club record for dismissals with 924 in senior cricket and over 1000 in total. 
Currently playing second and third grade but was part of the Wests First Grade premiership team three 
seasons ago. This will be his first tour with CCNSW. Coming with his wife Janelle. 
 
STUART RIDGE # 24      Aged 63                                                           Retired – former IT Consultant 

 
Right hand medium pace swing bowler and right hand tail end batter. Has represented NSW and Australia 
over 60s and has captained the Club’s over 60s Vintage team to two successive premierships in the past 
two seasons. Double Blue in soccer (goalkeeper) and cricket (opening bowler) at Oxford University, and 
played Minor Counties Cricket for Buckinghamshire. After coming to Australia, played lower Grade cricket 
for Waverley and Randwick in the late 1980s before joining the Cricketers’ Club in 1990. Toured Asia, 
North America, West Indies and Norfolk Island with the Cricketers’ Club in the 1990s before taking a break 
from cricket till 2016 when he turned out again for the o50s Classics and went on the Club’s 2017 New 
Zealand tour to Nelson and his since also gone on the tour to Perth in 2020 This will be his seventh tour 

with the Club; may be accompanied by his wife Cathy. 
 
MARTIN SPIESER # 239   Aged 60                                                                                  Financial Planner 
 
Left arm orthodox  bowler and opening batter currently playing with Balmain South Sydney over 50s 
team. Played Grade with the University of NSW between ages 18-22, predominantly as an opening 
batsman. Joined the Cricketers’ Club following many years coaching his son who is now  playing grade 
allowing Martin to concentrate on playing again  This will be his fifth tour with the Club – second overseas 
- after Darwin in 2022, Tasmania in 2023, Adelaide in 2024 and Barbados and St Lucia in 2024. Coming 
with Rachel Birch  
 
DAVE STEWART # 53  Aged 65                                                                                Maintenance Planner 
                                                                                            
Right hand off spinner and right hand bat. Formerly played First Grade and representative cricket in 
Mackay and for Queensland Country. Now plays for Pioneer Valley in Mackay, Northern Queensland. 
This will be his eleventh tour with the Cricketers’ Club after Malaysia, West Indies, South Africa, England, 
Italy, South America, SE Asia, North America, Sri Lanka and Darwin. Coming with his partner Desley 
Ferguson. 
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SCOTT WELLS # 170  Aged 55                                                                                              Civil Engineer 
 Right hand batter, wicket keeper and occasional leg spin bowler. Formerly played with the Wenty 
Waratahs in the Parramatta District until moving to the Blue Mountains in 2002 where he still plays 
occasionally with Springwood CC. Joined CCNSW. in 2009 playing C&S helping them win three Jack 
Pace Memorial Shield finals. Currently captains the CCNSW o50 Classics and also plays o40s Masters. 
Current NSW State representative in the o50s. Eleventh  tour for the Cricketers’ Club after England in 
2009 and 2017, Tasmania in 2010, West Indies in 2011, Queenstown, New Zealand in 2016, Sri Lanka in 
2019, Perth in 2020 Tasmania in 2023 and Adelaide in 2024; Coming with his wife Ingrid. 

               
 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND v AUSTRALIA  
 
It is an extraordinary and not generally known fact that it was not until as late as 1973-4 that Australia 
deigned to play its second official Test Match v New Zealand, and the first Test in 1946 was only 
retrospectively granted official status. By contrast despite the distance of over 10,000 miles, England had 
been playing official Test matches in New Zealand since 1929, and had played 12 such Tests before the 
Second World War By 1974 West Indies, South Africa and Pakistan had all played one or more official 
Test series in New Zealand and New Zealand had made 7 official tours with Test matches to England, 
three to India and two to South Africa and Pakistan but not one such tour to Australia. 
 
Until the 1970s, New Zealand generally had to rely on the Marylebone Cricket Club to tack on a few 
matches to their Australian tours for regular international cricket in New Zealand. Thus an eminent New 
Zealand sports writer, T P McLean (b 1913) could write as late as 1966: 
 
 “The relationship with Australia has at times been much less close than with England, which 
especially in the last thirty years has been wonderfully sympathetic and helpful to its folorn little chick in 
the southern seas.” And  “As with all countries of second class Test match status, the future is 
troublesome and if MCC, as is possible, forgo their visits at the end of their tours to the antipodes, the 
consequences may be grave.” 

 
In 1967, the former Australian Cricket Captain, Vic Richardson (who had toured New Zealand twice in the 
Twenties) said in his autobiography:“It has been said that the Marylebone Cricket Club has done more for 
cricket in New Zealand from a distance of 10,000 miles than the Australian Board of Control for 
International Cricket has done from 1500…Since the first world war, only half a dozen Australian teams 
approaching representative strength have toured New Zealand New Zealand sides are rarely invited to 
tour Australia”  and he concluded on this topic that had New Zealand received more support from ”her 
sister Dominion”, more high class players would have emerged earlier. 
 
It was not always thus. The early Australian touring sides had included players such as Blackham, 
Spofforth (for long believed to have been born in New Zealand), Murdoch, Trumble, Armstrong, Clem Hill 
and Trumper. There were 7 official Australian tours to New Zealand prior to World War One. In addition 
there were unofficial tours by Tasmania, New South Wales, and Queensland and also several visits by the 
Melbourne Cricket Club for whom Warwick Armstrong made the first recorded treble century in New 
Zealand (335) at Eden Park. 
 
However in the inter war years, visits by Australian sides waned with only two official tours in 20 years 
under V. S Ransford in 1920-1 and Victor Richardson in 1927-8 who wrote an interesting account of his 
experiences- while England commenced playing official Test matches in New Zealand in 1929-30, and 
their all conquering (in Australia) bodyline team of 1932-3 under Jardine were held to two draws in the 
Tests in New Zealand. Even since the improvement in the situation leading up to the regular Chappell-
Hadley trophy games since 2004, there is still a perception that Australia may not always accord their New 
Zealand counterparts due respect, possibly not aided by the infamous underarm incident at the MCG and 
the willingness to believe alleged incidents such as the “choo-choo” sledge of Chris Cairns after his sister 
was killed in a train incident, despite the story being firmly denied by Cairns himself. 
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THE 4 AGES OF CRICKET 

The Age of Innocence or Youth 

The Age when you arrive on the cricket ground half an hour before the match is supposed to start   

The Age when it’s only a question of whether you bat number one or number two,  

       where it’s a question, as far as bowling is concerned, as to which end you open. 

The Age where you walk as of right to cover point, 

       where your definition of a quick run is a fairly thick edge to first slip. 

When to wear a box is a sign of extreme effeminacy. 

       And when after the game you jump into some fast sports car, in the  

       passenger seat of which is seated a delicious blonde, and as you drive away,  

       happy with the thought that she will be even easier to attain than that century 

       which the scorer was at that moment inscribing in the book against your name. 

The Age of Discretion or the Age of the Middle Man 

The Age when you arrive on the ground just as the umpires are walking out. 

The Age where you can with difficulty be persuaded to bat as high as number six. 

The Age where you expect, and sometimes get, a couple of overs before tea  

       when the match is over. 

The Age when to forget your box is worse than forgetting your wife’s birthday. 

The Age when after the game you slip off, quickly home in the car, to your wife 

       to avoid a row.  

The Age of Senility 

The Age when to be placed number ten is just a little too high. 

      Where to be asked to bowl is a deliberate and calculated insult. 

The Age when fielding is only possible with the feet. 

The Age when you define a short run as a very slow hit ball to deep extra cover. 

The Age when your box has become a permanent appendage to your truss. 

The Age when, after the game, you may be found, sitting in the local pub harbouring  

       Improper, but alas, impractical thoughts about the aged and unattractive barmaid. 

The Age of Retirement 

The Age where no longer can you play, 

       but where you perambulate around the perimeter of the ground– 

       a magnificent silhouette against the dying sun, 

       when you pour out to anyone foolish enough to listen, an unending stream of 

      apocryphal stories of your youth 

The Age when your box reposes on your dressing table-  

      a receptacle for spare collar studs. 

The Age, alas, when sex is no more than a Latin numeral. 

Humphrey Tilling – Speech to the Forty Club (1957) on its 21st anniversary 
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THE EXTRAORDINARY [BUT TRUE!] TALE OF ALBERT MOSS 
  

A NEW ZEALAND CRICKET MORALITY STORY IN 5 ACTS 
 
ACT ONE- A family tragedy and search for a better life 
 
In which our hero recovers from the devastating death of his father from tuberculosis in England to search 
for a new life in the Antipodes, and finds true love with Mary, a young schoolmistress in Canterbury whom 
he marries. 
 
ACT TWO- A sporting hero 
 
In the first innings of his first class debut for Canterbury v Wellington in 1889 as a fast bowler (at the age 
of 36), Albert Moss takes all ten wickets for 28 runs in 21.3 six-ball overs as Wellington were dismissed for 
71. He remains to this day the only New Zealander in first class cricket to take 10 wickets in an innings, 
and the only first class bowler in the world ever to take 10 wickets in an innings on debut. The ball was 
inscribed on a plaque and became his most treasured possession. 
 
ACT THREE- The demon drink 
 
Our hero takes another 16 wickets in 3 more matches but succumbs to drink. He becomes a secret 
alcoholic, and loses job after job. His young wife leaves him AND takes his cricket ball! Shamed and 
broken he moves to South America and then to South Africa and is on the brink of committing suicide in 
the Cape Town docks. 
 
ACT FOUR- In which our hero finds God! 
 
As he is contemplating suicide in the waters of the Cape Town Docks in 1895, he is taken in by the 
Salvation Army; finds God and serves him faithfully for the next 50 years, working his way up through the 
ranks of the Army. 
 
ACT FIVE – Love and redemption 
 
20 years later in 1915 a mysterious parcel arrives for the now Captain Moss, stationed in Rondebosch. It 
is his cricket plaque sent by his pining and heartbroken former wife who had read of the exploits of a 
Captain Moss in “The War Cry”, and traced him through Booth House in London. After corresponding for 
some time, she goes out to South Africa where she also becomes an officer in the Salvation Army; they 
remarry and he finally ‘joins her in Heaven ‘after the end of the Second World War in December 1945. 
 
POSTSCRIPT- But where is the ball? 
 
In accordance with his will, the ball was sent to Lancaster Park in 1945 where it languished for many 
years. In 1975, The Salvation Army discovered the story of Albert Moss and recovered the ball for use as 
a prop in recounting the salutary tale. There is now an agreement between the Canterbury Cricket 
Association and the Salvation Army whereby it may be displayed at Lancaster Park on special occasions 
such as the 125

th
 anniversary of the C.C.A. in 2002 
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THE CRICKETERS’ CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

THE COLOURS AND EMBLEMS 

                                         
                                         “True to the Blue” 

New South Wales-Why the name? 

Originally part of “New Holland”, It became known as “New South Wales” in 1770 after Cook’s exploration 
of the East Coast of what is now called “Australia”. Whether Cook personally at the time called it New 
South Wales, and if so, why, is still a subject of doubt and scholarly speculation. Possibly Cook originally 
called it “New Wales”, by analogy with the islands of “New Britain”, which had originally been part of New 
Guinea. What is certain is that the name emerged later after he had dispatched his Journal to the 
Admiralty. Why “Wales” and why “South Wales” will probably never be known. 

Royal Blue –why the colour? 

When intercolonial cricket commenced in the 1850s, the Victorians wore dark blue trousers and white 
shirts. NSW wore white trousers and light blue shirts. They became known as the “Light Blues”. In 1904-5, 
the colour changed to Royal Blue. The colour remains Royal Blue and the NSW team still remains known 
by its traditional name as “the Blues” 

Comparison to “the Green and Gold” 

“The Blues” can trace their origin approximately 40 years before the adoption of the traditional Australian 
“Green and Gold”, which were not adopted as national colours till the Australian tour to England in 1899 
nor for home Tests until after Federation in 1902. Prior to that time it had been customary in home Tests 
to wear the colours of the State in which the match was played-i.e.-dark blue in Victoria and light blue in 
NSW. 

The first Australian touring team to England in 1878 wore black and white; the 1880 team –faded magenta 
and black; the 1882 team wore the colours of the 96th regiment-red, black and yellow. That then changed 
to the red white and blue of the Melbourne Cricket Club, although once, the light blue caps of the East 
Melbourne Club were used. By 1890, the team had adopted dark blue blazers and caps, with gold trim 
with, for the first time, the Australian Coat of Arms. It was the 1899 team to England that first adopted the 
Green and Gold, but it was not until 1902 at the MCG that the Green and Gold were worn in a home Test. 
Thus the Royal Blue colours adopted by The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales arguably have an older 
provenance, dating back to the 1850s, than the national colours which only date to the turn of the century. 

The Emblem - Why the Cross of St George in New South Wales? 

The emblem is taken from the Coat of Arms of the Colony, originally designed in 1875-6, and 
subsequently formally granted by King Edward VII in 1906 and described as:- “Azure, a Cross Argent, 
voided Gules a lion passant guardant and on each member with a Mullet of eight points Or “ [I.e.- a red 

cross with a golden lion at the centre and stars at each point]  

The gold crossed bats need no explanation. The cross of St George is English as is the lion, and not 
Welsh. The design comes from the British Royal Navy White Ensign, with whom its co-designer Captain 
Hixson, President of the Marine Board was closely connected. 

The connection is with England or perhaps Britain as the home country, not with Wales. It remains the 
official Coat of Arms of New South Wales. 
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The Walkabout Wickets Story 
 

 
 

The ‘Walkabout Wickets’ logo above is featured on our new CCNSW playing shirts.  The logo is by Kirrae 
Whurrong artist Fiona Clarke.  It represents past, present and future Aboriginal cricketers.  The symbol 
used for the design means ‘MINKGILL’ which means STAR, from the Aboriginal Dreamtime. 

Walkabout Wickets was originally painted  ahead of the 2016 Boxing Day Test to commemorate the 
anniversary of an iconic match featuring an Aboriginal XI at the MCG exactly 150 years earlier on Boxing 
Day 1866 which attracted a crowd of over 10,000 people. 
 

 
 

 

The Aboriginal cricket team who played the Melbourne Cricket Club on Boxing Day 1866, captained by Tom Wills 
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The artwork so captured the imagination that is was then incorporated into the playing strips of the men’s 
and women’s Indigenous teams for their historic tour of England in 2018 and was then  added to the shirts 
of Australia’s senior teams for the latest chapter in the game’s most fabled rivalry, the Ashes against 
England and is currently worn by both the Australian men’s and women’s Test teams. 

Fiona Clarke says the following about the artwork: “My ancestors would gather all the clans together in the 
thousands at a special ‘meeting place’ each year for many cultural reasons, including Aboriginal games.  
The large circles represents the grounds the ‘Walkabout’ team played on.  The lines between the smaller 
circles represent the wickets knocked down by my Aboriginal ancestor cricket players, proudly beating the 
English players at their own game. 

The smaller circles represent the ovals around the globe.  The circles inside the little circles represent the 
‘meeting place’ of the ovals, that past, present and future players play on.” 

Fiona Clarke’s great-great-grandfather James “Mosquito” Couzens (Grougarrong) and his brother Johnny 
Cuzens (Zellanach), both members of the historic 1866 and 1868 Aboriginal XI cricket teams. (The 
different spelling of the brothers’ surnames probably came from the tendency of white settlers to create 
and misspell names for Aboriginal people, and it’s believed that the nickname “Mosquito” came from 
James Couzens’ likely birthplace, Mosquito Plains (now Naracoorte), in South Australia.) 

The 1866 Boxing Day match between an Aboriginal XI and the Melbourne Cricket Club, held at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), introduced cricket fans to the talents of Aboriginal cricketers, most of 
whom had begun playing the game just a few years earlier on the various pastoral stations where they 
lived and worked, in the Western District of Victoria. The enthusiastic response to the match inspired the 
idea of a privately sponsored tour of England, which occurred two years later in 1868. 

The 1868 Aboriginal cricket tour of England was ground-breaking in the sense that this was the first team 
from Australia to tour internationally. It was also ground-breaking in that the Aboriginal XI equalled the 
record of their opponents, by winning 14, losing 14 and drawing 19 of their 47 matches. The 1868 tour is 
an  extraordinary story of hardship, race relations and colonial attitudes. 
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ASSOCIATED CLUBS OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA (continued from frontisheet)  
Hong Kong Cricket Club 
137 Wong Nei Chung Gap Road 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 574 6266 
www.hkcc.org 

 

Calcutta Cricket & Football Club 
19/2 Gurusaday Road 
BALLYGUNGE 
CALCULLTA 19 INDIA 700019 
Ph: 388951/201 
www.calcuttaweb.com/clubs.htm  

The Cricket Club of India 
J.N. Tata Pavilion 
Brabourne Stadium 
Dinshaw Vachha Road 
MUMBAI  INDIA  400 020 
Ph:  9122 2876 051 

BCA Garware Club House 
Wankhede Stadium 
'D' Road 
Churchgate 
MUMBAI INDIA 400 020 
Ph: 285 4444 

Madras Cricket Club 
1 Babu Jagjivan Ram Road 
Chennai 
MADRAS INDIA  600 005 
Ph: 841-797 
www.madrascricketclub.com 

Royal Selangor Club 
PO Box 10137 
Kuala Lumpur, 50704 
MALAYSIA 
Ph: (063) 292 7166 
www.rscweb.org.my 

Colombo Swimming Club 
Storm Lodge, PO Box 863 
148 Galle Road 
COLUMBO SRI LANKA 
Ph:  00 941 421 645 
csc@srilanka.net 

The British Club (Thailand) 
189 Surawong Road, Bangrak, 
BANGKOK THAILAND 10500 
Ph: (662)  234 0247 
www.britishclubbangkok.org 

  

  

Johore Cultural & Sports Club 
623 Jalan Kolonel Wilson 
80100 Johore Bahru 
Johore WEST MALAYSIA 
07 241 899 
07 224 2222 
jcsc@my.jaring.net  

Bali International Cricket Club 
Jalan Danan Poso 63 
Sanur, Bali, Indonesia 
0361 286 490 
www.balicricket.com 

   

MIDDLE EAST 
Doha Club 
PO Box 3666 
Doha Qatar, Arabian Gulf 
MIDDLE EAST 
Ph: (974) 418822 
www.british-in-qatar.com/dclub.htm  

NEW ZEALAND 
The Cricket Society and Supporters Club of 
Auckland, Clubrooms, Eden Park 
P.O. Box 2860 
AUCKLAND 1015 NEW ZEALAND 
http://aucklandes.cricketarchive.com   

www.acssc.co.nz  
 
 
 
 

http://www.hkcc.org/
http://www.calcuttaweb.com/clubs.htm
http://www.madrascricketclub.com/
http://www.rscweb.org.my/
mailto:csc@srilanka.net
http://www.britishclubbangkok.org/
http://www.balicricket.com/
http://www.british-in-qatar.com/dclub.htm
http://aucklandes.cricketarchive.com/
http://www.acssc.co.nz/
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