MATCH REPORTS CCNSW LORD HOWE ISLAND EASTER 1999 BY
JOHN RUSSELL

The Bowling Club at Lord Howe with CCNSW cricket progressing in background

(Editor’s note: this report is transcribed from a badly faded 1999 fax and some small passages
represented by dots, are illegible)

...................... Captain in the second match Clive Wilson could remember playing
against Keith Miller’s visiting side in the mid fifties, only losing the three 2-day tests by
a margin of two to one!

The island itself is not that big, varying from 600 metres in height to 2.5km in width
while in length it extends about 11 kms. Over half of this area is taken up by the two
mountain peaks, Mt. Lidgbird and Mt Gower which tower over the surrounding areas
like sentinels and thus the effectively settled area is only about 5kms. Transport is
limited especially for tourists and is mainly by bicycle.

The weather patterns show that the best period is between October and March with
strong winds common while the weather between April and September can be



changeable with sudden heavy squalls which can clear as quickly as they come. We
were fortunate to have been interrupted only once by a sudden shower. The wind,
while it was steady over the two days of cricket, was never uncomfortably strong and
caused no problems to our games.

LORD HOWE ISLAND CRICKET GROUND

A lovely setting for the cricket ground as it is nestled in a small wooded area near the
centre of the island. The Bowls Club, a modern 2-storey timbered building with a green
iron roof is immediately behind and on which flew the Australian Lord Howe Island and
the Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales flags during the matches.

The ground is rectangular with a concrete formed pitch set diagonally across the
centre for any game..... There are no sightscreens which can make it rather difficult to
sight the ball out of the wooded background. The pitch is laid diagonally across the
ground so that the setting sun comes in over extra cover. The grass is thick, soft and
... and as a result the ball does not run very quickly, restricting the number of two and
threes.

At their shortest point the boundaries are about 50m, while hits to the longest section
of the ground would only have covered about 80m so for this reason an over the
boundary hit is counted as FOUR runs. Only two “threes” were run over the two days. At
the other end of the ground is the main road. We had some 50/60 spectators watching
the games and pity that someone enterprising was not there to charge an admission or
viewing fee. The ground really closely had the atmosphere of an English village green
and those who have been there will confirm my observations in this regard.

THE MATCHES

The first match on Easter Sunday had been preceded by a team dinner for the whole
tour party at the home of Lance Wilson. Lance is a member of the Cricketers’ Club and
has been a good Sydney grade cricketer in his youth before finding that his nautical
career had got in the way and preventing any possible attempt at representation for
higher honours. He has now retired to the Island and is president of the Bowling club.
Lance also umpired for the whole of the two days and in every way we owe a vast
depth of thanks to him for without him the tour may not have happened. He and his
wife Dorothea had slaved away to provide food for the whole of the touring party but
sadly only a few of the local team players attended and it gave us cause to wonder if
the balance of their team were having a sober night in preparation for “the morrow”.
But whatever reason we had only demolished about half of the drinks by the time we
left late that evening and all of us had more than sufficient food and drink in the
interim

The Sunday game found due to the number of the "locals” wanting to play, we had
made it a 12-a-side game which should have meant that Roger Williams, and maybe



Gordon Salier would each play one game. Unfortunately about a minute before the
game commenced Stirling Hamman misjudged fielding a ball at practice and badly
broke one of his fingers. This deprived us of a good middle order batsman, a useful
seam bowler and a stand by wicket keeper. With Adrian unable to bowl with a ‘dicky”
shoulder, we were also short of bowlers and it meant both Roger Williams (aged 59)
and Gordon Salier (aged 60) would have to front up for both games and might be short
of practice, that is fielding etc and ....

We won the toss and opened with Rodger Robertson and his son, Tom who was
somewhat controversially given out lbw by the .part time umpire Gus Taylor and
subsequently re-called back. Someone was heard to comment the batsman had stayed
and the umpire had just walked.

The bounce of the canvas took some getting used to and both Robertsons were soon
out. This allowed Rowan Hamman to show why he had played some first grade games
this season as he stroked a powerful 43* retired (8 x 4) and was supported by Garry
Winney who pushed and deflected singles, finally being out off a pull shot for 24 runs.
Keith Elloy then played his first significant innings of the season, getting his cut shots
and off drives to work well and he scored a neat 40* before retiring. He was initially
supported by Evan Hamman who was superbly caught one handed at long leg off a
high full toss only for the umpire to rule no ball. He repeated the shot a few balls later
off a lower full toss; this time the catch was safely taken. Sadly our “tail” fell away
leaving Roger Williams and Gordon Salier to relive their younger glories with an
unbroken partnership of 15 runs for the last wicket. Peter Phillips and Bainbridge were
the best of the local bowlers sending down 14 overs for 38 runs and three wickets.

We had totalled 177/8 off our 40 overs which was felt to be hard to defend on this
wicket and with our limited array of bowling, Tom Robertson opened our bowling
sending some fast and arguably too short balls to inexperienced batsmen. He was
aided by a superb second slip catch by Rowan Hamman low and to his right. At the
other end Steve Purcell bowled steadily with late away swing into the wind and taking
2/11 off his first six overs.

This then brought in John Stevens who has a reputation of being a big hitter and he
had a simple method. If the ball were pitched up he hit through the line or pulled or
drove or if it were short, then he pulled or hooked. He rapidly got to 40* with 6 x 4s.
Following his enforced retirement, Garry Winney ran through the middle order, at one
stage having taken 3 wickets in one over and at 66/10 Stevens returned in the
darkening evening light to give a superb display of crisp hitting, scoring 35 of the
next 38 runs, almost all of his boundaries cleanly hit, clearing the boundary.

Tom Robertson came back, bowling fast R/A round the wicket and conceded 14 off an
over. The first ball of his next over was full on a length outside the off stump and was
picked up and hit cleanly by Stevens over mid wicket; his next was fast and very short
going direct for Stevens’ forehead and was hit like a tracer bullet over square leg about



90 metres. Fortunately for Tom, he took a single off the next and the three balls left in
the over were enough and so Lord Howe were all out off just 28 overs. There is little
doubt that with 12 overs left and with the bowling resources we had, we would have
struggled to hold them, had their tail supported John for another 5-6 overs

The scores were thus

CCNSW: - 177/6 (40 overs) (R. Hamman 43 ret; K. Elloy 40 ret; G. Winney 24; E.
Hamman 13)

Defeated

Lord Howe XI: - 126/11 (28 overs) (G. Winney 6/43; S. Purcell 2/26; T. Robertson
2/31)

By 51 runs
MATCH TWO EASTER MONDAY

Undaunted by our success yesterday, we decided today to invoke the rules of the
Masters league which meant that everyone has got a bat and a bowl and this remedied
the situation of the previous day. Garry Winney was skipper and he won the toss and
elected to bat. The main............ adjustment to the previous day was that some of our
players had a better opportunity to have an innings with retirement at 40.

Steve Purcell opened with Rodger Robertson who this time was more attuned to the
vagaries of that piece of canvas and batted with more fluency. Rowan Hamman
continued on from yesterday as did Keith Elloy but the balance of our innings was
provided by Evan Hamman and Tom Robertson who both retired on reaching their 40
runs each. Evan is only 16 years of age and batted with superb timing all around the
wicket. Tom was the more forceful, crouching low over his bat and hitting with
ferocious power. The was just time for Gordon Salier to come in and hit a crisp pull
drive over the midwicket boundary. No doubt he will claim 6 runs and we had scored
207/6 which should have been defensible.

The limitations of our bowling then showed up as both of the Lord Howe openers sped
to 40 each retired and the first wicket did not fall till 94 in the seventeenth over.
Rodger Robertson bowled slow medium inswingers varying his pace and conceding 10
runs in his first over but then steadily pegging back the middle-order to end with 5/27
off eight overs, a good effort. He was well supported by a brief spell from Tom
Robertson who was too fast for their middle order batsmen. Brian Fallon bowled round
arm around the wicket at slow medium to pick up two late wickets.

It had been a very successful day for the Hammans and the Robertsons for between
them the four had scored 148 runs for once out and had taken 9 wickets for 41 runs



and they had also taken 8 catches of the 12 that were taken in the two matches and in
addition had a hand in one run out.

The scores were thus

CCNSW: - 207/6 (T. Robertson 41 ret; R. Robertson 40 ret; E. Hamman 40 ret; K. Elloy
26; S. Purcell 16)

Defeated

Lord Howe XI: - 183/11 (R. Robertson 5-27; T. Robertson 2-14; B. Fallon 2-19; R.
Williams 2-14)

By 24 runs

Players in the matches were:- Adrian Hawkes (c) first match; Garry Winney (c) second
match; Rodger Robertson; Tom Robertson; Evan Hamman; Rowan Hamman; Keith Elloy,
Mike Birchall, Brian Fallon, Steve Purcell; Roger Williams; Gordon Salier; and Stirling
Hamman who became the man with the white stick and the seeing eye dog aka umpire.

POST MATCH ACTIVITIES

Following our Saturday game, all of us had organised a BBQ with the balance of the
beer and wine which were not consumed the night before at Lance Wilson’s home
which he had kindly brought back to our units. Singing on well into the night, aided by
Brian Fallon’s encyclopaedic knowledge of songs too numerous to record in this
narrative. Rumour has it that a number of the younger members went swimming at
about 0300 hrs.

After the Sunday game we were hosted to a BBQ of steaks and freshly caught sword
fish at the Bowling Club which lasted well into the evening with presentations of ties,
shields and key rings and an engraved Club shield which is now likely to be hung in
the Bowling Club.

The party departed as it had arrived viz. over a number of days the weather while
windy and sometimes cold, was not too cold for swimming and snorkelling nor too
moderate for walking. It was however too rough for fishing trips off the island, and
indeed one day too windy for the planes to arrive or depart from the small airstrip.

The week was most enjoyable and the companionship of the local folk was excellent
and we have to thank them sincerely for their great hospitality. It was with some regret
that we said farewell to the lovely island and all arrived safely home in Sydney to be
greeted by the miserable wet spell that had hit Sydney over the past few days.

John Russell



