
CCNSW ENGLAND TOUR 2005 MATCH REPORTS 
 

Game No 1 v Bath at Blackswords Sports Ground, Beckford Tower, Bath on 

Sunday 31 July 

 

Our first game of the tour commenced at Beckford Tower under grey skies with light 

rain. I was lucky enough to win the toss and had no hesitation in sending Bath in to 

bat. They were quickly in trouble on the wet and grassy wicket. At 2-13 a partnership 

was needed. Stu Kingswell and Kenny James put on 64 valuable runs  before James 

was sensationally caught by Evan Cross on the mid-off boundary for 44. Bath did not 

recover and were all out for 136 after 34.4 overs. Graham Howes was the pick of the 

bowlers showing excellent control in the slippery conditions to finish with 3/14 off his 

8 overs. 

After a delightful tea put on by our hosts CCNSW chased the Bath total. After the 

early loss of Dave Byrnes for 11, Ian Neil (29*) and Mick McCormick with a hard 

hitting 28 put on 41 for the second wicket. Craig Johnson then joined Ian for the 

match winning partnership with Craig dominating the hapless Bath bowlers. He hit 

7x4 and 2x6 to finish with 62*. as we cruised to the required total with 8 wickets and 

8 overs to spare. An excellent start to the tour. 

We adjourned to the Bath Cricket Club for dinner and the presentations. Our young 

hosts also introduced us to the delights (???) of kareoke and many of the touring party 

led by Aylin Dulagil showed us their hidden talents. Some of these talents perhaps 

should have remained hidden…especially yours truly! 

 

The team was: Greg   Brooks (c), David Byrnes, Ian Neil, Mick McCormick, Craig 

Johnson (w), Cameron Johns, Graham Howes, Ken Yardy, Paul Moorhouse, Peter 

Muscat and Evan Cross. 

 

The result was: 

Bath 10-138 

Lost to 

CCNSW 2-138 (Johnson 62*, Neil 29*, McCormick 28, Byrnes 11) 

 

 

The bowling was: P Muscat 8-2-21-1, G Brooks 5.4-2-16-2, D Byrnes 8-0-37-1,G.Howes 

8-2-14-3, P Moorhouse 5-0-39-1) 

 

G Brooks 

 

Game No 2 v Lansdown Cricket Club at Lansdown, Bath on Monday 1 August 

 

Another damp and overcast day, although with sunny spells. Again we were met by a 

young side who seemed unaware of the general age of our party. We lost the toss and 

were inserted on a soft slow but well grassed wicket, where the ball stopped and kept 

low. Eight ducks were to be scored in the day. 

 

 Ross Dalgleish showed the benefits of patience, concentration and technique, 

selecting the balls to hit when he was certain and otherwise ignoring anything off the 

wicket. Meantime Frank Crowe was yorked for a duck. Mick Goszko played a few 

brave shots ignoring totally the nature of the wicket before the inevitable as the ball 



stopped on him and he lofted an easy catch to cover to be out for 14. David Howes 

was well caught for 4, cutting, by a tumbling slip. Matt Smith hit two sixes off the 

first three balls he received, and at 3-81 in the 21
st
  over, with Ross beginning to open 

up,  things looked bright. Then the batting self destructed, to a series of poor strokes 

to bad balls and we lost 4 wickets for 2 runs in 3 overs! Matt edged a half volley to 

slip; Bryan Henshaw first ball hit a full toss back at the bowler, and then Ross was 

needlessly run out for 46 as David Jones tapped a ball to square leg; finally Stuart 

Locke tried an ambitious sweep to be bowled by a straight ball from a slow left armer. 

David then decided to hit anything pitched up while Steve Cross played a dead bat, 

and at 7-113 in the 35
th

 over we appeared we might have a chance again. Then the 

final 3 wickets fell in two overs with David bowled for 21 and Gil McGrath and 

Adrian Hawkes recording ducks to leave Steve on a hard fought 10*. 

 

While a low score it was defensible and we started sensationally, taking the first three 

Lansdown wickets for 4 runs in the first four overs. All scored ducks.. David Howes 

tokk a good low catch in front of first slip off Stuart Locke while Matt Smith bowling 

an excellent line bowled the nos 3 and 4; the first pitched leg and clipped off bail; the 

second swung in late to york the number 4. however this only brought in the 

Lansdown captain well aided by two Kiwis and a South African over for the season. 

 

Despite taking two wickets Matt smith was exhausted after 4 overs, and the support 

bowling was mediocre, with neither line nor length. Mick Goszko pitched short and 

was hit savagely, and Bryan Henshaw treated similarly. Lansdown won decisively in 

19 overs with a late wicket to Adrian Hawkes, courtesy of a good running catch by 

Frank Crowe at mid-off, and Ross Dalgleish took a good slip catch off Steve Cross, 

but by then the game was decided. The highlight was a crisp flat climbing off driven 

six by the left handed Lansdown No 5 who hit David Jones straight through the 

pavilion clock. Only ross Dalgleish and Mattsmith could take any pride in their 

performance on the day. 

 

The team was: Frank Crowe ©, Ross Dalgleish, Mick Goszko, David Howes(w), 

Matt Smith, David Jones, Bryan Henshaw, Stuart Locke, Steve Cross, Gil McGrath 

and Adrian Hawkes 

 

The result was: 

CCNSW 10-115 (R Dalgleish 46) 

Lost to 

Lansdown 5-118 (m Smith 2-5) 

 

The bowling was: S Locke 4-1-24-1; M Smith 4-1-5-2; M Goszko 2-0-20-0; B 

Henshaw 3-0-19-0; S Cross 2-019-1; D Jones 2.1-0-23-0; A Hawkes 1-0-4-0; G 

McGrath 1-0-1-0. 

 

A Hawkes 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Game No 3 v Bear Flats  on Tuesday 2 August 

 

Despite some initial confusion as to the location of the ground, game three of the tour 

commenced under blue skies .After losing the toss CCNSW was surprisingly asked to 

bat on a very hard, flat, dry pitch with a fast, small outfield. Our openers Dave Byrnes 

and Cameron Johns were quickly in to stride. Dave Byrnes was the more aggressive 

of the two hitting seven boundaries in his first nine scoring shots! While Gary Nunn 

(3/39) was treated with respect by both batsmen it was Bence who made the 

breakthrough trapping Cameron Johns in front for 18 with score at 97.This bought 

Craig Johnson in to join Byrnes and the two proceeded to demolish all the Bear Flat 

bowlers in a powerful display of really fine batting. It was a pleasure to watch from 

the pavilion as the two added 165 in a little over 90 minutes. Dave bought up the first 

century (127) of the tour with 16x 4 and 4x 6.Craig fell just short of his first hundred 

for the club caught in the covers for 95 (5 x 4 and 6 x 6) including 32 off one over 

from Mark Gunning that went 466646! After this onslaught we totalled 285 from our 

40 overs. 

It must be remembered that this picturesque ground is very small, particularly on the 

pavilion side so we were not home yet! 

Bear Flat C.C started aggressively against the opening attack of Peter Muscat and 

Stuart Locke .However wickets fell regularly with the first three batsmen all bowled 

by Stuey. Simon Porter or the “Axeman from Bath” as we called him used his eye and 

individual technique to good effect top scoring with 79 before being bowled by 

Graham Howes. The CCNSW seamers Brooks, Smith, McCormick and Howes all 

bowled steadily and Bear Flat were well behind the run rate. This led captain Brooks 

to bring on his surprise weapon…”the Slapper”, aka Ken Yardy. The Slapper rose to 

the occasion bowling 4 overs of teasing medium pace varying his line and length. 

Much to his, the captain and the crowd’s disbelief the CCNSW fielders then 

proceeded to drop THREE catches off this wily competitor’s bowling!! Byrnes, 

Goszko and McCormick were all heard to say later that the pressure of backing up 

Kenny had got to them and that they were truly sorry. Numerous pints would be a 

suitable repayment. 

Bear Flat CC ended their 40 overs on 9/222 the CCNSW winning by 63 runs. 

This was a great win for the club against skilful and sociable opponents. We all retired 

to the clubhouse for many drinks following the presentations and drove back to Bath a 

very happy team. 

 

The team was: Greg Brooks (c), David Byrnes, Cameron .Johns, Craig Johnson (w), 

Mick Goszko,  Mick McCormick, Matt Smith,  Stuart Locke, Peter Muscat, Graham 

Howes and Ken Yardy. 

 

 

The Result was: 

CCNSW 6-285 ( D Byrnes 127, C Johnson 95,  C Johns 18,) 

Defeated 

Bear Flat C.C 9-222  

The bowling was; P Muscat 5-0-23-0, S Locke 8-1-35-3, G Brooks 7-1-44-1, M 

Smith 4-0-10-1, G. Howes 4-0-20-2, M McCormick 7-1-24-1, K Yardy 4-0-38-0, D 

Byrnes 1-0-6-0 

G Brooks 

 



 

 

 

 

Game No 4 v The Fossils at Old Elizabethans’ Ground, Worcester on 

Wednesday 3 August . 

 

The Fossils are a team of over 50s cricketers who play about 40 mid-week fixtures a 

season, and were a late fixture arranged courtesy of Stirling Hamman who has taken a 

two month holiday in England to play for them. To match them we chose a side with 

an average age of 51, although with a few youngsters still in their 40s. the pitch was 

dry, hard and dusty with low bounce, and the square boundaries were short. Going 

back to how cricket used to be played in the sixties –pre leagues-, the rules allowed 

only for a start and finish time with a fixed time for tea- no restrictions on overs or 

bowlers, which meant that you needed  to time your own declaration (if not bowled 

out earlier) so as to allow yourself time to bowl out the opposition. 

 

CCNSW lost the toss, and were inserted, initially starting slowly with Ross Dalgleish  

and Ian Neil against a steady medium attack, and only 34 runs came off the first 17 

overs before Ross –for once not run out!- was stumped. Les Johns in his debut innings 

for CCNSW began to accelerate the scoring with nimble footwork, and superb timing 

and placement, either hitting boundaries or with his bad knees, walking singles. Ian 

was finally lbw for 34, swinging across the line with the score at 90 in the 28
th

  over. 

After one superbly timed shot, Frank Crowe was bowled on the back foot by an off 

spinner which hurried through and Bryan Henshaw bowled for a duck . we were only 

4-99 in the 31
st
 over. Enter David Howes. With fast footwork and selective hitting to 

leg, he transformed the innings, scoring 59 off the next nine overs with 2 x 6 and 9 x 

4. Les Johns finally retired hurt with bad knees at 65* having beaten his age by 3 

years (!), allowing just enough time for Martin Berry to play on for a duck before a 

slightly late declaration at 6-197 after 41 overs. 

 

After a superb tea, it soon became clear that the Fossils would have difficulty scoring 

at the required rate and that we would need to tempt them with slow bowling. In 

retrospect we had batted on perhaps 3 overs too long. To win this type of game you 

often have to risk losing, and very early in the game a draw became the Fossils’ only 

realistic option. 

 

For once Gil McGrath was given a proper chance to have a decent spell rather than 

being brought on late, and bowled superbly, dipping and floating the ball at the 

opening batsmen, more used to dealing with medium pace. He had them in constant 

trouble, and after 8 overs had figures of 1-8. Meanwhile at the other end Bryan 

Henshaw bowled a steady spell to take two early wickets, one to a magnificent catch 

by Ross Dalgleish at short mid wicket, specially placed for the shot, to leave the 

Fossils at 3-37 after 17 overs, needing another 160 off a possible 17-20 more overs 

before 6.30pm. 

 

To tempt them to play shots Steve Cross and Martin Berry were brought on to bowl 

“flighted filth”. Once again like Gil McGrath, Martin rarely gets a proper bowl. Now 

he was being used as a front line bowler and did not disappoint, bowling a constant 

loopy off stump line, with plenty of flight. At one stage he found himself on a hat 



trick, totally bewildering the second batsman with a steeply dipping top spinner which 

went through a hesitant forward defensive to flick the bails. 

 

However we were running out of time to obdurate defensive batting. Paul Moorhouse 

took a good  catch off Steve Cross, running backwards at deep mid wicket, having just 

been placed there the ball before, and Bryan Henshaw took a late 9
th

 wicket with a 

front foot lbw but the number 11 only had to face one ball, wide of the stumps, and 

the game was drawn. 

 

In retrospect I had been thinking more in terms of overs than time with my eye on the 

overs on the scoreboard rather than the clock in the pavilion and should have declared 

earlier. Nevertheless for the older players such as Gil and Martin, it was pleasant to 

know they were for once front line bowlers and not merely making up the numbers. 

 

In the evening The Fossils proved most hospitable with dinner provided in the 

pavilion and we finally left for Cheltenham in the twilight at about 9.30pm 

 

The team was:  Adrian Hawkes (c), Ross Dalgleish, Ian Neil, Les Johns, Frank 

Crowe, Bryan Henshaw, David Howes (w), Martin Berry, Paul Moorhouse, Steve 

Cross and Gil McGrath 

 

The result was: 

CCNSW 7-197 (L Johns 65*; D Howes  59) 

Drew with 

The Fossils 9-106 

 

The bowling was: B Henshaw 9-0-29-3, G McGrath 11-4-39-2, S Cross 9-3-18-2, M 

Berry 4-0-13-2, P Moorhouse 2-0-2-0 

 

Adrian Hawkes 

 

GAME No 5 v Frocester C.C. at Frocester on Thursday 4 August 

 

Frocester is a small village just outside Stroud but with a remarkably strong playing 

strength with five current or former 1
st
 class players on their books, although only one 

played against us, the balance being a mixture of old men and young boys. It was 

enough. The First class player was to score 145* and the children were able to bowl 

us out with a mixture of full tosses and long hops. Rarely has CCNSW ever batted so 

poorly, and rarely, as their umpire commented had he seen “such a load of crap” get 

so many wickets. We were left having to try to “drink the fixture back” at the BBQ 

arranged by Frocester but half their team were only old enough to drink orange juice! 

 

The wicket was excellent for batting and the outfield like an ice rink- one run if hit at 

our elderly fielders and four if hit a yard or so wide. Frocester opened with a 

Zimbabwe u/19 who treated our attack with total contempt and a young boy hardly 

higher than the stumps who was bowled by Stuart Locke, trying to cut a late 

inswinger and then promptly taken by their captain into the nets and lectured on 

mental attitude and how to build an innings, and told to watch the Frocester No 3 who 

had now started to demolish our bowling, with superbly timed drives off front and 

back foot all round the wicket, interspersed with savage pulls when ever we dropped 



short.. The Zimbabwean gave his wicket away to Paul Moorhouse to a good catch by 

David Jones at deep wide mid on off with the score on 62 in the 9
th

 over, but the 

scoring rate hardly slowed. 150 came up in the 25
th

 over; 200 in the 33
rd

 and at 40 

overs, the score had reached 274-5, with Gil McGrath, brought on very late taking two 

wickets at the close. 

 

Now as their captain was to say to  me at the close, he doubted we could reach 275 

but any side should expect to reach 200. We hardly topped the 100! Of course the 

pressure to score at an average of 7 per over can affect batsmen but even allowing for 

this, many of the wickets fell to thoughtless, stupid shots, as if giving catching 

practice- which was highly embarrassing. By the 21
st
 over we were 8-68, before 

stubborn resistance by Graham Howes, supported by Adrian Hawkes at least made 

Frocester fight for the remaining wickets, as the score advanced to 100 in the31st over 

before Graham chipped a slow long hop from a 15 yr old bowler gently to a grateful 

square leg. With 18 runs he had the minor consolation of at least being top scorer. 

 

Frocester were pleased to have given their youngsters a chance to play adult cricket, 

and were hospitable all evening but when those children next play with adults they 

may find they are in for  a shock if they were to use CCNSW’s performance today as 

a guideline. 

 

The team was: Graham Howes ©, Matt Smith, Cameron Johns, David Howes (w), 

Ian Neil, David Jones, Paul Moorhouse, Mick McCormick, Stuart Locke, Adrian 

Hawkes and Gil McGrath 

 

The result was: 

Frocester 5-274 

Defeated 

CCNSw 10-106 

 

The bowling was: S Locke 8-1-33-1; G Howes 6-1-24-0; M Mccormick 2-0-21-0; A 

Hawkes 4-0-41-0; P Moorhouse 7-1-49-1; D Jones 4-0-29-0; G McGrath 2-0-15-2, M 

Smith 7-0-44-1. 

 

Adrian Hawkes 

 

Game No 6 v South Oxford Amateurs at Kingston Bagpuize on Friday 5 August  

 

Game No 6 of the CCNSW Ashes tour took place on Friday 5 August at Kingston 

Bagpuize in the Thames Valley against a very good South Oxford Amateurs side. 

SOA had a good blend of youth and experience. In a declaration game I won the toss 

and decided to bat on a fantastic wicket, probably the best on tour. A steady start from 

our openers (  David Byrnes and  Ross Dalgleish) saw us scoring at about 5 an over 

before I hit a full toss straight to deep square leg. We had lost our first wicket at 70 

after 15 overs. Mick Goszko (15)  came to the wicket and hit a six over cover from his 

first delivery but that was all the joy he provided for the day. Ross Dalgleish was the 

next out for 25 with the score on 2-98 which left Craig Johnson (66*) and Les Johns 

(50*) to steer us to 3-222 when I declared after 37 overs. 

 



The S.O.A. innings began with an early  wicket to Craig Johnson but then steady 

partnerships right through the innings saw S.O.A. needing five runs off the final over 

with six wickets in hand. Tour Captain Greg Brooks was the unfortunate man who 

had to bowl the final over and S.O.A. secured victory with just 4 balls remaining. 

Peter Muscat (1-59 off 13 overs) was again the pick of the bowlers, while Matt Smith  

(1-13) also bowled well. A tremendous effort all round contributed to a fantastic game 

of cricket. All the players and supporters from both sides enjoyed dinner together 

where our hosts  cooked a pig on the spit. The boys enjoyed a few pints before the bus 

trip home , hoping to turn around our fortunes in the next few games. 

 

The team was: David Byrnes (c), Ross Dalgleish, Mick Goszko, Les Johns, Craig 

Johnson (w), Matt Smith, Frank Crowe, Greg Brooks, Martin Berry, Ken Yardy, Peter 

Muscat. 

 

 

 

The result was: 

CCNSW 3-222 (C Johnson 66*; D Byrnes 54, L Johns 50*) (37 overs) 

Lost to 

S.O.A 4-226 (39.2overs) 

 

The bowling was: P Muscat 13-0-59-1,C Johnson 5-2-21-1, G Brooks 8.2-0-53-0,  

M Smith 3-0-13-1, D Byrnes 10-0-52-1 

 

D Byrnes 

 

 

Game No 7 v Chester Boughton Hall C.C. at Filkens Lane Chester on Sunday 7 

August. 

 

From my perspective this was the most anticipated game of the tour. Freddie Owens 

had played with the CCNSW C&S side during our summer (2004-2005) and we had 

developed a keen friendship during that time.  Along with his good mate Simon Law 

they  played very well in many games and had promised that CCNSW would be in for 

a real tussle against their home club!   

We were up for that! 

We arrived in Chester at lunchtime having driven from Cheltenham listening all the 

way to the radio describing the titanic struggle unfolding at Edgbaston. It would be 

fair to say that we were gutted when Kaspa was given out caught behind just two runs 

shy of an amazing win. There was no way we were about to let the same result occur 

in our game. 

I lost the toss and was asked to bowl on a hard dry wicket with another lightening fast 

outfield promising plenty of value for your shots. So what happens in the first over of 

the match ….? Freddie Owens caught & bowled by Peter Muscat for 0! In strides 

Simon Law and shortly after he is clean bowled by Peter for 1! Chester Boughton Hall 

Are 2 for 8 after 7 overs and my two mates are back in the pavilion. Extraordinary. 

At the other end Andy Bennion was fighting a lone hand looking for someone to build 

a partnership. With young Rigby holding up an end they progressed the total to 80 

before Rigby is well caught by Muscat off the bowling of Brooks. The rest of the 



batting added little support , yet with plenty of the strike, Bennion was the last man 

out for a very good 100.This out of a total of 144 in 38 overs. 

After another very large and enjoyable tea in the Boughton Hall clubhouse we 

commenced our chase with Dave Byrnes and Cameron Johns. The Boughton Hall 

bowling was quick and accurate led by their South African pro Clive Gie. Cameron 

avoided the bouncers but was soon bowled for 8 by Gie. Byrnes was then joined by 

Mick McCormick and a fine partnership developed. Dave Byrnes was at his best 

cutting and driving superbly and with Mick added 116 for the 2
nd

 wicket. McCormick 

was bowled for a well made 32 and then the captain joined Byrnes to see the CCNSW 

through to victory in under 30 overs. Dave ended up 91* and was a worthy recipient 

of the man of the match award. 

As captain I was really pleased with the cricket we played. We bowled, fielded and 

batted very well and showed our hosts the competitive but friendly nature of 

Australian cricket even at this level! The after match presentation was really 

enjoyable thanks mostly to the wonderful hosts who made us all fell so very welcome. 

The celebrations continued long in to the night. We were joined at a Chester night 

club by Freddie and Simon who proceeded to drink the night away with the boys and 

introduce us to as many of the locals as possible. A great night following a great 

game! 

 

The team was: Greg Brooks (c), Dave Byrnes, Cameron Johns, Mick McCormick, 

Craig Johnson (w), Peter Muscat, Mick Goszko, David Howes, Graeme Howes, Matt 

Smith and Stuart Locke. 

 

 

The result was: 

Chester Boughton Hall C C 10-144 ( Bennion 100) 

 

Lost to  

 

CCNSW 2-145 (D Byrnes 91*; M McCormick 32) 

 

The bowling was: P Muscat 5-1-7-2; S Locke 5-0-18-0; G Brooks 8-1-26-1; G Howes 8-0-36-

1; M Smith 6-1-19-1; D Byrnes 6-0-27-3. 

 

G Brooks 

 

 

 

 

Game No 8 v Cholmondeley at Cholmondeley Castle on Monday 8 August 

 

Having picked a strong and relatively young side v Boughton Hall the previous day, 

the older players were now let out and given a run. Apart from Stuart Locke (aged 21) 

and Freddie Owen (aged 20), the average age of the remaining nine was over 51, with 

a youthful Gil McGrath at 58 as 12
th

 man, runner for Les Johns, (whom he ran out for 

a duck!) and specialist substitute fielder. Ricky Ponting would have had no 

complaints! And it was to show! Cholmondeley by contrast hardly had a player over 

30. 

 



The ground was extremely beautiful, bathed in golden sunlight, with the castle up the 

hill to one side, and a lake to the other, surrounded by rural countryside with hardly a 

building other than the castle in sight. “Wisden” has listed the ground as one of the ten 

most attractive in England, and it lived up to its reputation. 

 

Aided by an aggressive 94 from Freddie Owen who often used the aerial route, well 

supported by 23 from Cameron Johns and 27* from David Jones, CCNSW reached   

6-177 in their 40 overs, a respectable score but hardly one to alarm a young side 

against older bowling and so it proved. Cholmondeley demoted their specialist 

opening bat to No 11 and let their tail enders cruise to 5-178 in the 37
th

 over against a 

mixture of steady but unpenetrative bowling on a wicket which was now dusting and 

taking some turn, and occasionally keeping low. No one bowled badly; no one bowled 

particularly well although Dennis Cameron caused the occasional problem. The 

bowling was treated on its merits, and on its merits went for 4-5 an over. 

 

The Cholmondeley players and their assistants were most hospitable, putting on an 

excellent tea, socialising after the game and providing a BBQ, but in terms of the 

cricket it was a team of 50 yr olds v a team of 20 yr olds and the result very 

predictable. 

 

The team was: Dennis Camerion (c), Ian Neil, Freddie Owen, Cameron Johns, David 

Jones (w), Les Johns, Bryan Henshaw, Paul Moorhouse, Scott McCallum, Stuart 

Locke, and Adrian Hawkes 

 

The result was: 

CCNSW 6-177 (F Owen 94) 

Lost to 

Cholmondeley 5-178 

 

The bowling was: S Locke 6-0-28-1; S McCallum 8-0-32-1; B Henshaw 4-0-24-0; P 

Moorhouse 8-1-28-1, D Cameron 8-1-29-1; A Hawkes 2.3-0-18-0 

 

Adrian Hawkes 

 

 

 

 

 

Game No 9 v Bilton CC at Bilton on Wednesday 10 August 

 

On an overcast day with a hint of moisture in the pitch the Bilton Captain won the toss 

and decided to bat. Scott McCallum opened the bowling with the breeze and 

proceeded to extract a bit of cut and bounce out of the slightly damp pitch. Greg 

Brooks opened into a slight zephyr and bowled tightly creating plenty of doubt in the 

batsmen’s minds.  

 

The scoring was slow and when first change Mick Goszko emerged, having been 

under-utilised in the bowling department on tour, he was keen to test the softness 

outside the off stump and occasionally outside the leg stump. It was a fine spell taking 

three wickets with two superb catches held by ‘buckets” Brooks at second slip and 



one off cutter shattering the woodwork after the batsmen declined a shot. His 3-34 off 

6 overs was fine reward for some excellent seam bowling. 

 

Steve Cross was bought on from the other end and bowled perfectly for the conditions 

and was rewarded with 2 wickets for 19 from his 9 over quota. A highlight was a 

superb catch by Mick Goszko at extra cover above his shoulder with the ball some 

three feet off the ground and travelling at pace. Dennis Cameron tied up the other end 

with his wily spinners to capture 2 wickets for 8 runs from his 6 overs.Greg Brooks 

returned with the breeze and worked a trap on the lefthander to have him caught at 

short mid off by the captain and bowled another for the excellent figures of   2 wickets 

for 25 off 9 overs. 

  

The Bilton side was struggling at   9 for 93 and we had done a good job to restrict the  

runs and dismiss their better batsman cheaply. 

  

Frank Crowe was brought on and almost earned a new nickname of “John Sands” as 

he tried his utmost to make a game of it by cunningly not hitting the pitch so as to 

allow the number 10 and 11 to take the score over 150. The last two Bilton batsmen 

compiled a partnership of   65 for the tenth wicket. This at least gave our batsmen a 

bit of challenge but it was a frustrating partnership nonetheless. 

  

With a target of   159 to win, Ross Dalgleish was run out without facing a ball. This  

was not quite the start we were looking for. Mick Goszko blazed away with a rapid 

fire 41 which set up the rest of the batsmen with David Byrnes playing well 

particularly against the Bilton captain Luke Jarvis who was extracting plenty of turn 

and bounce with his left arm orthodox spin. Les Johns (25) played one over from 

Luke almost entirely with different parts of his body including one with his right 

buttock that he timed perfectly to silly mid off. Mick McCormick (0) and Dave 

Howes (0) both suffered from “duck vest trauma” and were out impatiently trying to 

avoid the wearing of the yellow fashion item. 

 

It was left to Greg Brooks (23*) and David Byrnes (44) to bring the victory home 

with Greg being named Man of the Match for his contribution in all facets of the 

game.In Summary it was an excellent bowling and catching performance that was the 

main reason for the victory.                           

 

The result was: (45 overs per side) 

Bilton CC 10-158  

Lost to  

CCNSW 7-161 (D Byrnes 44, M Goszko 41, L Johns 25)  

 

The team was: Mick McCormick (c), Frank Crowe, Ross Dalgleish, Mick Goszko, 

Les Johns, Dave Byrnes, David Howes (w), Greg Brooks, Scott McCallum, Steve 

Cross and Dennis Cameron. 

 

The bowling was: S McCallum 5-1-12-0; G Brooks 9-3-25-2; M Goszko 9-1-50-3;   

S Cross 9-3-19-2; D Cameron 6-4-8-2; F Crowe 2-0-22-0; D Byrnes 5-1-17-1. 

 

Mick McCormick 



 

 

Game No 10 v Follifoot CC at Follifoot on Thursday 11 August 

 

We arrived at another beautiful ground in Yorkshire to see that the opposition only 

had 7 players. They asked to bat as they did not have enough players and the Aussies 

being the gentlemen that we are obliged. The ground was wide but very short at either 

end.  

Follifoot got off to a good start with a six of Pete Muscat on the 4th ball of the day. 

Edge over slip that was!!  They had a pretty good opening partnership and had the 

score on 64 when Darren Patterson a Melbourne district player tried to smash a cover 

drive off Matt Smith only to be caught one handed diving to his left by the skipper. A 

sensational catch. He top scored for Follifoot on the day. The other young opener 

Toby Jacklin (19y/o) batted solidly and slowly for about 25 overs for his 34. After 

obtaining the first wicket, Follifoot continued to turn the run rate over but lost wickets 

as they did this.  They ended up making 8/197 off 40 overs which was a little less that 

what they should have made considering a couple of our bowlers  were spanked and 

became contenders for individual awards that were on offer.  

CCNSW opened up with Ian Neil and Cameron Johns and whilst the run rate 

was not ticking over like a stop watch we were able to withstand the opening spell of 

Darren Patterson the Melbourne District First Grade opening bowler. The wicket 

keeper was virtually on the boundary as the CCNSW boys were trying to calculate the 

speed that the ball was travelling. We all agreed it was very fast. We had a number of 

batsmen get a start but all failed to go on with it and lead from the front. Cameron 

Johns batted very well for 53 and the best of the rest was the Simba (Brooksy) the 

man with the big heart. It was unfortunate that we did not have a batsmen that could 

hang around at the other end to assist Greg in chasing down the total. 

  All in all is was a good effort by the group but we were beaten by a better 

team on the day. Man of the match went to Greg “Simba” Brooks and he thoroughly 

deserved the award after a great spell ( 8/4/15/2) and solid innings of 38. 

  

  

The hospitality from the hosting team was second to none and afterwards we enjoyed 

a great meal at the local pub before heading home. 

 

The team was: Peter Muscat (c), Cameron Johns, Ian Neil, Mick Goszko, Craig 

Johnson (w), Greg Brooks, Matt Smith, Paul Moorhouse, Stuart Locke, Gil McGrath 

and Graham Howes 

 

The result was. 

  

Follifoot C.C. 5-197  

Defeated 

CCNSW 10-154 (C.Johns 53, Brooks 38) 

 

 

The bowling was: P Muscat 8-1-30-0, S Locke 5-0-40-0,  G Brooks 8-4-15-2,  M 

Smith 8-2-36-1, P Moorhouse 2-1-20-0, G. Howes 4-0-28-0, M Goszko 5-1-19-2 

P Muscat 

 



Game No 11 v Kirk Deighton on Friday 12 August 

 

On a cold and overcast day the bus was loaded and the team headed for our next 

match against Kirk Deighton. We arrived to find a small ground with a pitch which 

had yet to be prepared. Winning the toss, I decided the pitch would not get any worse 

so decided to bat. Openers Dennis Cameron (37) and Ian Neil (24) gave us a slow but 

solid start, with a 55 run opening partnership in 14 overs. The scoring rate was 

subsequently enlivened by David Jones (71) batting at No 3 who hit 10 boundaries 

and 3 sixes. David Howes (0) and Mick McCormick (14) came and went before Craig 

Johnson (21), Dave Byrnes (36*) and Peter Muscat (8*) left us with a competitive 6-

247 after 45 overs. 

 

At the tea break steady rain began to fall and continued for the rest of the day. Both 

captains spoke about the situation and to the credit of both teams all players decided 

to play through the poor conditions. Kirk Deighton got off to a flier and only Peter 

Muscat (0-16 off 9 overs) could stem the flow. Scott McCallum (0-61) and Dennis 

Cameron (0-27) came in for some heavy treatment as they struggled to grip the ball. A 

change of bowling saw Graham Howes remove their hard hitting opener and a few 

more wickets saw us back in the game but a combination of small ground, wet ball 

and poor bowling, saw Kirk Deighton win with four overs in hand. 

 

Still, an enjoyable day considering the poor weather. The worst we played in on tour. 

A lovely buffet supper was enjoyed by most of the tour party with our hosts at a 

nearby pub before both teams went their separate ways. 

 

The team was: David Byrnes (c), Dennis Cameron, Ian Neil, David Jones, David 

Howes (w), Graeme Howes, Craig Johnson, Peter Muscat, Mick McCormick, Frank 

Crowe, Scott McCallum. 

 

The result was: 

CCNSW 6-247 (D Jones 71, D Cameron 37) 

Lost to 

Kirk Deighton CC 4-253 

 

The bowling was: P Muscat 9-2-16-0, S McCallum 6-0-61-0, D Cameron 2-0-27-0,  

G Howes 9-0-46-2, D Byrnes 8-0-41-2, M McCormick 2-0-27-0, C Johnson 2-0-12-0, 

F Crowe 1-1-0-0, I Neil 0.1-0-6-0 

 

David Byrnes 

 

 

Game No 12 v Shipton-under-Wychwood C.C. at Shipton on Sunday 14 August. 

 

 

Having left the city of York the CCNSW caravan now moved on to another old and 

beautiful city, Oxford. We stayed at Exeter College Oxford University, and travelled 

to our matches from there. 

Our first game in the area took us to a lovely ground in  the town of Shipton under 

Wychwood There had been some rain overnight and the wicket was green and fairly 

firm. I  won the toss and elected to bat. After the early loss of Henry Vera for 5 with 



the score on 12, Dave Byrnes continued his great tour form with another fine half 

century (57), ably supported by Craig Johnson (66); the pair added 99 for the second 

wicket.However due to some poor shot selection and good bowling we then lost 5 

wickets for the addition of only 20 runs including the captain for 7. At 8 for 154 we 

were in danger of not batting out the 40 overs. Matt Smith chose this time to produce 

an innings to finally show his potential with the bat. With some powerful off drives 

and clean hitting Matt dominated a 9
th

 wicket partnership with Gil McGrath to see us 

reach 9/184 after our 40 overs. Matt remained 30* and hit 5 boundaries. 

While this was not a great total after being 2-111 it was certainly 

defendable…especially if we didn’t eat too much of another fantastic afternoon tea! 

Well what we did eat must have helped Brooks and Smith, the CCNSW opening 

bowlers! In a really good display of fast- medium swing and seam bowling Smith 

with 2-11 and Brooks with 3-10 reduced Shipton to 5-22 after 14 overs. The bowlers 

were aided by some excellent catching from Paul Moorhouse and Les Johns who both 

held on to sharp chances in the slips. Gil McGrath and Adrian Hawkes were then 

introduced in to the attack and bowled 15 overs between them of tight spinners and 

seamers to keep the scoring in check. An eighth wicket partnership of 44 between 

Carvey and Fenty ensured our hosts reached 100. Paul Moorhouse then 2 wickets in 2 

balls to see Shipton all out for 118 in the 36
th

 over. 

This was a really enjoyable game played on a lovely ground in a beautiful village. Our 

hosts were marvellous  in all aspects  and we must acknowledge the great effort they 

made to put a team on the park. Shipton’s first eleven were contesting a semi-final of 

the England National Village knock out competition at the same time as they were 

hosting us. To still put on such a great day with a very competitive team speaks 

volumes of the spirit in the club. We passed on our thanks to the club at the 

presentations and spent the last hours of the evening drinking and socialising with our 

hosts. 

 

The team was: Greg Brooks (c), Dave Byrnes, Henry Vera, Craig Johnson(w), Bryan 

Henshaw, Mick Goszko, Les Johns, Paul Moorhouse, Matt Smith, Gil McGrath, and 

Adrian Hawkes. 

 

The result was: 

CCNSW 8 /184 (C Johnson 66, D Byrnes 57, M Smith 30*) 

Defeated 

Shipton-under-Wychwood CC 10/118 (G Brooks 3-10) 

 

The bowling was: M Smith 8-3-11-2; G Brooks 8-4-10-3; M Goszko 3-0-18-1; A 

Hawkes 8-2-25-1; G McGrath 7-0-46-0; P Moorhouse 1.2-0-4-2 

 

G Brooks 

 

GAME No 13 v Oxford Downs at Standlake on Monday 15 August 

 

Once again, a sensational day and a beautiful ground to play cricket on. After 

stopping for lunch at the pub we arrived at the ground at 1.45pm. The game started at 

2.15pm and it was a declaration game. Lost the toss and the Poms decided to bat. 

Having played some of these guys the previous week, they knew a little about us and 

we knew a little about them, so the mind games began from ball 1. They expected me 

to open the bowling, but we opened up with Scotty McCallum and Stuey Locke and in 



the 3rd over after they had scored 12 runs, Scotty got his first wicket. The South 

African Pro (Roberts) was caught playing a ball that hit the bat a little higher than he 

expected.  A couple of overs later Scotty got his second wicket and  Oxford Downs 

were 2 for 25. They were batting very slowly as Scotty and Bingo (Graham Howes) 

who replaced Locke were bowling very tight and really constricting the scoring 

opportunities.  Scotty continued to bowl, and after 5 overs, I said what about a rest 

and come back later. Scotty replied, Pete, my hammies are tightening and if I come 

off that would be it. I said to myself, Nah, put him through the pain barrier so I kept 

him on for another 3 overs before I said that will do. Scotty bowled sensationally 

(2/25) especially after the previous couple of games and I think the conditions suited 

his bowling on the day. 

  

I came on and we grabbed a couple of quick wickets to have the home side reeling at 

5/75 after 26 overs.  We then got the prize wicket of Danny Lee for 7 after he belted 

80 odd against us the previous week. He was caught sensationally by Frank Crowe in 

the gully and we then got another to have them 7/117 off 37 overs. They continued to 

bat on and they had an 8th wicket partnership of 30 and finally declared there innings 

closed at 8/164 after 46 overs.  

  

With the tea break of 20 minutes we had 33 overs to make the runs. We opened up 

with Lotto (David Howes) and he went on the attack and quickly made 18 before 

losing his wicket. We thought we were on track to make the runs after the quick start 

we had but again lost wickets regularly. Our inability to forge partnerships was our 

downfall and we lost a number of wickets in the middle to be on the back foot. Losing 

the wickets of Crowe, McCormick, Vera and McCallum meant Bingo (Graham 

Howes) and Steve Cross had to survive the final 6 overs to draw the game. 

Unfortunately after copping a barrage of short balls from the South African and being 

hit, Bingo was bowled on the 2nd last ball of the match. 

  

The South. Oxford guys and girls were fantastic hosts and we enjoyed socialising with 

them after the game. They put on a great BBQ and we all enjoyed a few hard earned 

beers after the game. 

  

Man of the Match was won by Graham “Bingo” Howes and again an award 

thoroughly deserved after facing the barrage of short balls at the end. 
 

The team was: Peter Muscat (c), David Howes (w), Cameron Johns, Frank Crowe, 

Mick McCormick, Henry Vera,  Dennis Cameron, Scott McCallum, Stuart Locke, 

Graham Howes and Steve Cross. 
 

The result was: 

Oxford Downs C.C. 8/164  

Defeated 

CCNSW 10-123  (M McCormick 20, D Howes 18, P Muscat 17) 

 

The bowling was: S McCallum 8-3-25-2, S Locke 9-2-32-2,G. Howes 6-4-17-0, P 

Muscat 10-4-29-3, Vera 7-3-27-1, S Cross 5-1-20-0, D Cameron 1-0-2-0 

 

P Muscat 

 



 

Game No 14 v Old Merchant Taylors at “Durrants”, Croxley Green on Tuesday 

16 August 

The Cricketers Club tour bus arrived at the O.M.T.’s home ground in Watford, North-

West London, to learn that it was one of the more picturesque grounds to be played on 

during the tour.   A large country house serving as the clubhouse looked out onto 

tables and chairs on the lawn, which in turn looked out over a large well maintained 

ground.   

None of the eleven selected for the day had played in the matches against OMT on the 

1997 UK tour.  We were, however, aware that the overall ledger between the two 

clubs stood at 3-0 in favour of OMT.  Unfortunately Adrian Hawkes, former long-

term OMT player, had to rule himself out of the CCNSW team due to injury. 

 

The oval was large, with a hard outfield and a sunny afternoon all combining to make 

the conditions similar to cricket on a Saturday afternoon in Sydney; that is until one 

looked back at the beautiful and very English clubhouse. 

 

Forty-five overs per side was agreed upon, with the OMTs to bat first. The opening 

bowlers, Stuart Locke and  Matt Smith, and the first change, Mick Goszko, received 

little joy from a pitch as flat as Bellerive at its finest.  The bad deliveries were 

generally well put away by the OMT openers.  Spin was tried in the shape of Paul 

Moorhouse, who was on a hat trick from a previous match but saw his first delivery 

hit for six.  Paul had his revenge two balls later, with the OMT opener, Winkle, out 

for a brisk 48.  However, the second wicket partnership proved equally effective, and 

the OMT score continued to build ominously. Gil  McGrath bowled his off-spinners 

tidily but the accumulation of runs continued.  By drinks at the end of the 23rd over 

the score was 1/138, and CCNSW were in danger of being batted right out of the 

match.   

 

After drinks a tidy spell of off-spin by David Jones was rewarded with the wicket of 

OMT’ opener and top-scorer, Rob Wise, out for 89 attempting to loft the ball into the 

leg side once too often.  David was complemented by good 2 over bursts from each of 

Stuart Locke and  MattSmith, and then Paul Moorhouse came back on and took 3 

quick wickets.  CCNSW had brought themselves back into the game and were 

threatening to kept the OMT to under 250.   

 

Unfortunately a few too many boundaries in the final few overs saw OMT finish at 5 

for 261.  CCNSW needed 262 off 45 overs to win – a difficult task but not impossible 

with the lightening outfield.  Special mention to Stuart Locke and Matt Smith, who 

both ran tirelessly in the outfield on a hot afternoon and made up for the slightly less 

athletic approach of some of the older team members. 

 

 

The CCNSW openers, Ian Neil and Ross Dalgleish, got the side off to a steady start, 

so that after 15 overs the score was 0/ 60.  The OMTs introduced loopy spin from 

both ends, which some spectators thought would mean a sharp increase to the scoring 

rate.  Unfortunately, it meant three quick wickets, with Dalgleish (36), David Jones 

(1) and David Howes (0) all falling in quick succession.  The CCNSW cause was 

dealt a severe, and perhaps in the end fatal, blow. 

 



Ian Neil and Les Johns set about resurrecting the CCNSW cause, with Johns in 

particular demonstrating how to hit boundaries off the slow spinners without any risk.  

His graceful drives down the ground were a feature of his innings.  Ian also 

discovered that there were some easy boundaries to be had through the leg-side if he 

waited for the right delivery.   When Les Johns was dismissed for 38, the partnership 

had realised 59, and the score was 131 in the 29th over. Unfortunately wickets then 

continued to fall, with  Mick Gozsko (9), Matt Smith (0) and Paul Moorhouse (8) 

contributing a few boundaries between them but failing to really worry the OMTs.  

Ian Neil was also out during this period for a well made 53.   

 

By the time Stuart Locke arrived at the wicket to join Ken Yardy, the score was 

8/178, with about eighty runs needed off the last 9 overs.  Almost an impossible task, 

but fortunately Locke was not about to give up so easily.  He proceeded to score at 

much better than run a ball, hitting 3 big sixes in the process.  By this stage it was 

about 8pm, and virtually the entire touring party was at the ground with drinks in 

hand.  As the ball continued to be hit to, and sometimes over, the boundary the 

cheering grew.  The CCNSW cause was assisted by a couple of dropped catches, 

which led to more good-natured cheering.  Ken Yardy was dismissed caught for 25, 

with their partnership having yielded 63 in about 6 overs.  Gil McGrath joined Stuart 

Locke, who continued to find the boundary.  With three overs to bowl, the equation 

was down to about a run a ball and CCNSW were threatening to pull off an unlikely 

victory. 

 

Unfortunately, Stuart Locke then ‘lost his head’ in the same manner as Alan Donald 

in the World Cup final, calling for a quick single despite the fact that he had hit the 

ball straight back to the bowler.  Gil McGrath correctly called ‘no’, but both batsmen 

were at the bowlers end and the ball was in the hands of the OMT’s wicketkeeper who 

removed the bails and ended the match.  An unfortunate end to a very entertaining 

innings from Locke (58*).  OMTs had won by 15 runs.  The pick of the OMTs 

bowlers was Wright , whose tidy medium pacers earned him 4/31 off 7 overs.. 

 

The match was followed by a three course dinner in the OMTs clubhouse, our team 

very generously paid for by OMTs, with CCNSW in turn putting some money on the 

bar.  CCNSW did at least win in the dressing department, with all members of the 

CCNSW party dressing for dinner only to learn that no such approach had been 

adopted by our English hosts.  The speeches included a plea by Adrian Hawkes for 

the younger members of each club to continue the traditions of our great game.  A 

very enjoyable match, played in the right spirit, was complemented by a lovely 

evening. 

The team was: Paul Moorhouse (c), Ross Dalgleish, Ian Neil, David Jones, David 

Howes (w), Les .Johns, Mick Goszko, Matt .Smith, Ken Yardy, Stuart Locke and Gil 

McGrath. 

The result was: 

OMT 5-261 

defeated 

CCNSW 10/246 ( S Locke 58*, I Neil 53 , L. Johns 38, R Dalgleish 36) 

The bowling was: S Locke 9-1-43-0, M. Smith 8-1-32-0, M Goszko 9-0-54-0, P 

Moorhouse 8-1-51-4, G McGrath 5-0-29-0,  D Jones 6-0-32-1 

 

 



Paul Moorhouse 

 

 

 

Game No 15 v Datchet at Datchet on Wednesday 17 August 

 

This game was set down for the day we were transferring from Oxford to London. As 

a result we had to leave Oxford early, and navigate our way into the West End, check 

into Carr Saunders Hall, and head back out to Slough for a 2pm start Remarkably, this 

we managed to do.  Navigating our way to accommodation  stopovers and village 

cricket grounds has been a challenging part of the trip, to say the least.  I managed to 

win the toss, and decided to offer the locals first use of a rather grassy wicket. 

  

The tour captain was having a break from captaincy duties, but due to a number of last 

minute drop-outs, Brooksy put his hand up to play and bowled the best spell of his 

tour. He ripped through the top order to take the first four wickets (3 clean bowled) to 

finish with 4/19 off his 8 overs. At one stage we had Datchet 6- 103.  They had made 

some minor adjustments to their batting order, however, and produced a couple of 

first grade top order batsmen batting at 7 and 8. At the other end, Mathew Smith 

(2/31) and Michael Goszko (1/54) were still coming to terms with the length required 

in England.  Scott McCallum (0/58) made a late appearance (after getting lost in 

Legoland with Deb and Matthew), and bowled well early in his spell before suffering 

at the end. 

Paul Moorhouse (2/47) took over from Brooksy, and bowled a really good line and 

length. 

I really only had 5 bowlers, and brought Smithy and Goszko back on for the final few 

overs, where they held it together reasonably well to keep Datchet to 215 off 40 overs. 

 

Our batting was highlighted by a determined 86 no. by Cameron Johns, who batted 

right through the innings.  We also had the pleasure of seeing Mick Goszko play his  

first and only destructive innings of the tour ( 57 ).  Some of his six hitting over cover 

had Vivian Richards written all over it, and there were some very worried looks on 

the faces of the Datchet fieldsmen, who could see the game slipping away. 

 

They did have an ace up the sleeve in the form of Tony Lambert, a minor counties fast 

bowler who told an amusing story about facing  Steve Harmison. He was brought 

back on for his second spell with the match in the balance. 

 

He removed Goszko and Matt Smith , and despite some lusty late swinging and the 

efforts of Cameron who played his best innings on tour, we fell 12 runs short .  This 

was great effort from the Blues, considering the disparaging age difference between 

the teams.  

 

Datchet hosted us really well after the game, a highlight being a trip to Windsor 

Castle at night organised by their top scorer, Mark Shepherd. Mark and his daughter  

also made sure we took the right turns to get back on the motorway when we headed 

for home. 

 



The team was: Frank Crowe (c), Cameron Johns, Ross Dalgleish, Mick McCormick, 

Craig  Johnson (w), Mick Goszko, Greg Brooks, Matt Smith, Scott McCallum, Paul 

Moorhouse and Ken. Yardy. 

 

The result was: 

Datchet CC 10/215  

Defeated 

CCNSW 7/203 (C. Johns 86n.o. M. Goszko 57) 

 

The Bowling was: G Brooks 8-2-19-4, M Smith 7.2-0-31-2, M Goszko 8-0-54-1, S 

McCallum 8-1-58-0, P Moorhouse 8-0-47-2 

 

F Crowe 

 

Game No 16 v the XL Club at Southborough Common on Thursday 18 August 

 

The XL Club claim to be the second largest cricket club in the world (after the MCC0 

with over 4000 members, and play well over 200 games a season, as well as 

embarking on an enterprising programme of touring that almost rivals CCNSW. 

Indeed we will have the pleasure of playing the XL Club again in Sydney next 

February. 

 

We played at Southborough Common, near Tunbridge Wells, where cricket has been 

played since the late 1700s, with the Church on one boundary and the pub behind the 

ground opposite the church. We were invited to bat on a humid afternoon where the 

ball swung significantly but the wicket was excellent and the outfield fast. The Howes 

brothers opened but David was soon bowled for 5 shouldering arms to a late 

inswinger- obviously he had been watching too many Australian Test batsmen! 

 

Enter Les Johns with a runner who on such a wicket showed the value of timing and 

excellent placement. Graham with his great reach showed great application, planted 

his foot well down the wicket, and hit through the line to score an excellent 53 of the 

first 83 runs before Les started to dominate David Jones fell for one, and Bryan 

Henshaw for a hard struck 23, before our only player under 40, Stuart Locke joined 

Les. Obviously having gained in confidence from the OMT game two days ago, Stuart 

hit straight, and sometimes hit “inside out” to drive balls on leg stump through mid off 

and extra cover. Little did he (or we) now he was facing a slow left armer whom 

David Hookes in his pre-Test England league days had hit for six sixes in an over! 

 

By now the interest was whether Les would reach his century and with a crisp on-

driven six Les reached 96 with one ball to go but unfortunately the deep mid on saved 

the next shot and Les was 97* at the close, Paul Moorhouse having run the whole 

innings for him, and the team 5-236. 

 

After an outstanding tea, Ian Neil started the bowlers in 3 over spells, with immediate 

success. Stuart Locke got one to swing in and keep low for an lbw. Then Gil McGrath 

took an excellent catch at deep gulley off  a Henshaw .long hop and repeated the feat 

off a Steve Cross long hop a few overs later. In the meantime Bryan bowled 

potentially their best bat with a slower leg break that pitched outside leg, was ignored 

by the batsman (who had represented England Amateurs), and turned back to clip the 



leg bail. Paul Moorhouse then with his first ball got the batsman to play for non 

existent turn and a catch behind to David Jones. After 17 overs the XL Club were 5-

47, and the game seemed over. 

 

There was some spirited resistance from their captain Ron Hart batting in a stiff 

upright stance, with a high handled driving style looking like photographs of Archie 

Maclaren at the turn of the (19
th

) century. Henshaw’s second three over spell brought 

him an lbw and David Jones, shedding the pads to Stuart Locke took the valuable 

wicket of Hart and The XL club slowly subsided as the Church bells struck 7pm, to be 

out for 178, with Les Johns taking the final wicket. 

 

After the game we repaired to an excellent Indian meal just down the road from the 

Club, and finally staggered back to London about mid night. The hospitality had been 

excellent and The XL club most sociable. We will be hard pressed to match it in 

Sydney next year. 

 

The team was: Ian Neil ©; Graham Howes, David Howes, Les Johns, David Jones 

(w), Bryan Henshaw, Stuart Locke, Paul Moorhouse, Steve Cross, Gil McGrath and 

Adrian Hawkes 

 

The result was: 

CCNSW 5-236 (L Johns 97*; G Howes 53) 

Defeated 

The XL Club 10-178 (B Henshaw 3-11) 

 

The bowling was: S Locke 2-0-6-1, B Henshaw 5-1-11-3, P Moorhouse 5-1-40-1, S 

Cross 5-0-15-0, A Hawkes 5-1-7-0, G McGrath 5-0-29-0, D Howes  3-0-18-1, D 

Jones 4-0-24-2, F Crowe 2-0-10,1 Neil 1-0-9-0, L Johns L 0.4-0-2-1 

A Hawkes 

 

 

Game No 17 v East End Esher C C at Esher on Thursday 18 August 

 

Our seventeenth and, as it turned out, final game of the tour was against my old 

English club, West End Esher at Esher Common. On a warm day the team caught the 

tube from Warren Street to Waterloo station and then the main line to Esher, finally 

jumping into cabs to the ground….. minus one Henry Vera who missed our second 

leg from Waterloo and had to be guided by phone! A poor start to his day but it 

certainly lifted the spirits of the rest of us!  

 

Batting first we were immediately in trouble with Ross Dalgleish bowled for a duck. 

David Byrnes (17) and Cameron Johns (22) saw off the new ball but scoring was 

difficult and both batsmen we dismissed in quick succession to leave us 3-42 in the 

17
th

 over. Mick Goszko (41) and Craig Johnson (53) then added 80 runs off the next 

11 overs, and steadied the innings. 78 runs came off the last 12 overs with aggressive 

innings from Vera (25) and Mick McCormick (19) to leave us at 8-200 after 40 overs. 

Unfortunately Brooksy became the final recipient of the duck vest! 

  

After a good tea, the home side began their run chase, and the opening attack of Greg 

Brooks and Scott McCallum only conceded 39 runs off the first thirteen overs. The 



West End captain Dave Watkins (51) and all-rounder Joshi (57) then set up the game 

for a thrilling finish. Matt Smith (3-33 off 8 overs) was the pick of the later bowling 

but it was left for Mick Goszko to bowl the final over. With West End needing 8 runs 

to win off the final 3 balls with one wicket in hand, Mick had all fielders on the fence 

(shades of Brett Lee at Edgbaston). Unfortunately the fence was not far enough away 

and the West End No 10 Broadbent  hit a massive six (shades of Freddie Flintoff at 

Edgbaston!) to put them within two of victory. A single off the fifth ball saw the 

scores level and off the final ball, Mick fielded the ball of his own bowling and threw 

down the stumps at the bowler’s end for a tie. A fantastic finish to the game and as it 

happened the tour (as Friday’s game was to be rained off). After the game all the boys 

enjoyed a few drinks and swapped gear with the opposition before our hosts took us to 

a nearby Indian restaurant for an excellent meal. 

 

Special thanks must go to Greg Brooks who after finishing his overs, for the first time 

in 30 years, took over the keeper’s pads to let Craig Johnson bowl. He took two very 

good catches. Great work, Brooksy! 

 

The match also featured a power play when umpire, West End Manager, West End 

player and guest CCNSW player, Logie Logendran bowled the 30
th

 over for both 

sides and picked up a wicket in each. – Craig Johnson of CCNSW and with his first 

ball for CCNSW, O’Halloran of West End to finish with composite match figures of 

2-17 off two overs.  

 

The team was: David Byrnes(c), Cameron Johns, Ross Dalgleish, Craig Johnson 

(wk), Mick Goszko, Henry Vera, Mick McCormick, matt smith, Greg Brooks, Scott 

McCallum and Ken Yardy. 

 

The result was 

CCNSW 8-200 (C Johnson 53, M Goszko 41) 

Tied with 

East End Esher 10-200 (M Smith 3-33) 

 

The bowling was: G Brooks 8-2-14-2, M McCallum 6-2-24-1, H Vera 3-0-23-0, M 

Smith 8-2-33-3, D Byrnes 5-0-33-0, L Logendran 1-0-7-1, M Goszko 5-0-28-1, 

C Johnson 4-0-30-1 

 

David Byrnes 

 

The result was 

CCNSW 7-200 

Tied with 

East End Esher 10-200 

 

Game No 18 v The Cricketers Club of London at Wimbledon C.C. on Friday 19 

August 

In 1997 the game v CCL had been rained off after a few overs; this time the game 

never started, as the rain, which had occasionally threatened a few games, finally 

came in light steady drizzle which never ceased. Still never in our wildest imagination 

had we thought we would play the first seventeen games without interruption! 

 



Most of the team took a tour of Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Club, and then returned to 

London to prepare for our end-of-tour dinner in the evening at The Cricketers’ Club 

of London. Many did not get home till early in the morning and need to be awoken to 

catch the morning flight to Australia! 


