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ASSOCIATED CLUBS – AUSTRALIA 
   
    
Canberra Club 
45 West Row Street 
CANBERRA   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248-9000 
www.canberraclub.com.au  
 

Ainslie Football & Social Club Inc.          
52 Wakefield Avenue 
PO Box 183 
DICKSON   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248 8422 
www.ainsliefc.com  

Queensland Cricketers Club 
411 Vulture Street 
EAST BRISBANE   QLD   4169 
Ph: (07) 3896 4533 
www.qldcricketersclub.com.au 

Carlton Cricket, Football & Social Club 
(Princess Park) 
PO Box 83 
CARLTON NORTH   VIC   3054 
Ph: (03) 9387-1400 
www.carltonfc.com.au 

The Victorian Club 
Level 41, Rialto Building 
525 Collins Street,  
MELBOURNE,VICTORIA,  3000 
(613) 9614 2127 
www.vicclub.com.au 

Sandringham Club 
92 Beach Street 
SANDRINGHAM   VIC   3191 
Ph: (03) 9598-1322 

 WEST INDIES 
Pickwick Cricket Club 
Kensington Oval 
BRIDGETOWN BARBADOS 
Ph:  426-3151 

 
SOUTH AMERICA 
 
National Club of Sao Paulo 
Rua Angatuba 703 
SAO PAULO  BRAZIL 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
 
Aviat Social and Sporting Club 
Aviat Street (P. O. Box 91, Konedobu 125) 
KONEDOBU 
Ph: 675 321-4261 
www.pngbd.com 

CANADA 
 
Toronto Cricket Skating & Curling Club 
141 Wilson Avenue 
TORONTO ONTARIO M5M 3A3 
(416) 487 4581 
www.torcricketclub.org 

 
Vancouver Rowing Club 
PO Box 5206 
Stanley Park 
BRITISH COLUMBIA CANADA V6B 4B3 
Ph:  (604) 687-3400 
www.vancouverrowingclub.com 

 
ZIMBABWE 
 
Harare Sports Club 
PO Box 1104 
10th Avenue 
HARARE ZIMBABWE  
Ph: 791151 

 
SOUTH AFRICA 
The Wanderers Club 
21 North Street, Illovo 
PO Box 55019 
Northlands 2116 
JOHANNESBURG 
www.wanderersclub.co.za 

 
Associated Overseas Clubs continued inside Back Cover 
 
 
 

http://www.canberraclub.com.au/
http://www.ainsliefc.com/
http://www.qldcricketersclub.com.au/
http://www.carltonfc.com.au/
http://www.vicclub.com.au/
http://www.pngbd.com/
http://www.torcricketclub.org/
http://www.vancouverrowingclub.com/
http://www.wanderersclub.co.za/
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                                 Tour Contacts 
Tour Manager:  SOREN HUGHES: 0432 835 106 (Mob); japan@ccnsw.com 
 
Asst Tour Manager: TOM ROBERTSON: 0410 818 528 (Mob); japan@ccnsw.com 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
As President of the Cricketers’ Club of NSW it is with real pleasure that I write these words of 
encouragement and goodwill to my fellow C.C.N.S.W. tourists. The tour promises to be an outstanding trip 
to Japan. Indeed we are most fortunate to be able to participate in such a tour. Let us extend to each and 
every one of our hosts the typical C.C.N.S.W. characteristics of fair play and healthy respect for this 
wonderful game of cricket. 

 
I am excited to be part of this group of CCNSW players, partners and children and I look forward to 

sharing many enjoyable moments with you all together and our Japanese hosts. I look forward to 
enjoying good times and favourable results both on and off the playing arena with you all.   
 
Best Wishes 
 
Greg Brooks President C.C.N.S.W. 

 

     FIXTURES AND SOCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Date Day Item Location 

12.09.25 Fri Arrive Tokyo-transfer to Sano  ‘Sunroute” Hotel, Sano 3 nights 

13.09.25 Sat Game 1 vs JCA XI (Turf) 11am  40 overs Sano 

14.09.25 Sun. Game 2 vs JCA XI (Turf) 11am  40 overs Sano 

15.09.25 Mon Free day Grand City Hotel, Tokyo 3 nights 

16.09.25 Tues. Game 3 vs Universities XI (Synthetic) 11am 
40 overs 

Edogawa, Tokyo 

17.09.25 Weds Free Day-Sumo ticket Ryogoku Kokugikan Tokyo 

18.09.25 Thurs. Game 4 vs Yokohama CC (Synthetic) 
1.30pm 

Apa Hotel, Yokohama One night 

19.09.25 Fri Free Day Elsereine Hotel, Osaka 3 nights 

20.09.25 Sat Game 5 vs Universities XI, Osaka (Synthetic) 
10.30am 35 overs 

Kaizuka Cricket Field, Osaka 

21.09.25 Sun Game 6 vs Universities XI, Osaka 
(Synthetic)10.30m 35 overs 

Kaizuka Cricket Field, Osaka 

21.09.25 Sun Farewell Dinner Osaka 

22.09.25 Mon Depart Osaka-Kansei International Osaka 

 
ACCOMMODATION  

 Sano: 3 nights, in 12 Sep out 15 Sep, at Hotel Sunroute Sano https://sotetsu-

hotels.com/en/sunroute/sano/ 702-27 Asahi-cho, Sano-shi, Tochigi, Tel：(+81) 283-24-5000 

 Tokyo: 3 nights, in 15 Sep out 18 Sep, at Hotel Grant City, Ikebukuro www.grand-city.gr.jp/e    
1-30-7 Higashi Ikebukuro Toshima-Ku Tokyo; Tel +81-3-3984-5121 

 Yokohama: 1 night, in 18 Sep out 19 Sep, at Apa Hotel Yokohama Bay Tower 
www3.apahotel.com/hotel/shutoken/kanagawa/yokohama-bay-tower/  5-25-3 Kaigandori, 
Naka-ku, Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture  elL +8145-226-5811  

 Osaka: 3 nights, in 19 Sep out 22 Sep, at Hotel Elsereine Osaka,  https://hotel-elsereine-
osaka.at-hotels.com/en/ ; 1 Chome-5-25 Dojima, Kita Ward, Osaka; Tel  +81 6-6347-1484 

mailto:japan@ccnsw.com
mailto:japan@ccnsw.com
https://sotetsu-hotels.com/en/sunroute/sano/
https://sotetsu-hotels.com/en/sunroute/sano/
http://www.grand-city.gr.jp/e
https://www3.apahotel.com/hotel/shutoken/kanagawa/yokohama-bay-tower/
https://hotel-elsereine-osaka.at-hotels.com/en/
https://hotel-elsereine-osaka.at-hotels.com/en/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Hotel+Elsereine+Osaka%2C++&sca_esv=0fa910ed2155fcec&source=hp&ei=ZniAaL6JIe3Avr0P2tmY0AQ&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaICGdpTnnPg5fPr_cPh_9FDszx161hm5&ved=0ahUKEwi-1KrppNKOAxVtoK8BHdosBkoQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=Hotel+Elsereine+Osaka%2C++&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IhhIb3RlbCBFbHNlcmVpbmUgT3Nha2EsICAyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHkiSFVAAWABwAHgAkAEAmAGzAqABswKqAQMzLTG4AQPIAQD4AQL4AQGYAgGgArcCmAMAkgcDMy0xoAf5BbIHAzMtMbgHtwLCBwMyLTHIBwQ&sclient=gws-wiz
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CVs JAPAN TOUR SEPTEMBER 2025         
                 # is overseas touring number not membership no. 

 

GREG BROOKS # 63   Aged 66                                                                                        Retired 
 
Aggressive and hard hitting left hand bat and right hand medium bowler. Gave up serious cricket for ten 
years before joining the Cricketers’ Club in his mid thirties and is now the Club President.  For many years 
a regular player with the City  and Suburban  team  and  now plays regularly for the “Vintage’ over 60s 
team which won its league the last two seasons. Has toured the West Indies (three times), South Africa 
(twice), Bali, Kenya, Malta, Ireland, England (four times), Samoa and New Zealand (three) with the Club. 
This will be his sixteenth overseas  tour with the Club. Coming with his wife Bronwyn. 
 
DAVID CRAIG # 240  Aged  60                                                                                          Retired 
 
Right hand leg spin bowler and tail end batter with a predilection for the reverse sweep, and an excellent 
fielder despite his age. After a brief but awe-uninspiring career batting for Macquarie University in Sydney 
Shires cricket, David took a 28 year sabbatical from the game, reinventing himself in 2017 as a 
surprisingly accurate leg spinner and innovative lower order bat with the CCNSW over 50s team. No 
longer employable, David is a full time amateur cricketer racking up 80+ games a year in Sydney Masters 
competitions, park cricket (Cammeray), winter cricket (Troopers, Nude Driving), and various state, 
regional and national tournaments (NSW, Port Jackson, Dinosaurs). This is his third tour with CCNSW 
after Perth in 2020, and Queenstown, New Zealand in 2025; travelling with his partner Anh Amin. 

 ANDREW DAVIS # 241    Aged 59                                                                   Account Payable Officer 
 
Left arm medium pace swing bowler, right hand middle order batter and part time back up keeper for 
CCNSW Classics. Played all his junior and senior cricket on Sydney’s Northern Beaches from 1976 to the 
present (Beacon Hill, Allambie Surf and Manly Civic), Currently playing for Collaroy Plateau C.C. in 
summer and ‘Nude Driving’ in Winter Cricket. Have played Masters for Lindfield CC & Collaroy CC 
Classics with Mosman and for Port Jackson in four over 50s State Championships: 2019-2022 (in Orange 
2019 (2

nd
 Div) and 2020 (1

st
 Div - Winners) Central Coast 2021 (2

nd
 Div) & Armidale 2022 (2

nd
 Div 

Winners). Also represented NSW in 5
th
 Div at the o50’s Nationals in Adelaide Nov 2022. Been on Three 

overseas tours with Collaroy in 2009 (Singapore, England & Amsterdam), 2013 (Singapore, England, 
Wales & Amsterdam) and 2016 (Sri Lanka, Singapore & Malaysia). This will be his second tour with 
CCNSW after Tasmania in 2023. 
 
MATT EDGE-WILLIAMS # 236  Aged  41                                                                 Software Engineer 
 
Left hand middle order batter and right hand off spin darts that somehow seems to take 
wickets.  Returned to cricket at the start of 2021 to recover from knee surgery. Had not previously played 
since the under 13s.  Has played a large number of games since of varying formats with different clubs. 
Most recently with  Botany United  First Grade in the St George District CA,  Sydney Morning Cricket 
Association, and with CCNSW in the  City and Suburban and Last Man Stands competitions  Two 
seasons as captain of Chatswood Gypsies winter SMCA side. This will be his second overseas tour with 
CCNSW after Barbados and St Lucia in 2024 

SOREN HUGHES # 216       Aged 45                                                                                         Solicitor 

Right hand batter and medium pace bowler. An all-rounder found most weekends playing for the CCNSW 
C&S side and occasionally ‘The Masters’ over 40s on Sundays. Originally from North West and Mid Coast 
NSW, Soren learned most if his cricket tricks from his father at indoor and outdoor cricket - if not from 10 
years at University studying jazz drums, finance and ‘lawyering’. Former umpire in  NSW Premier Cricket. 
This is his seventh cricket tour with the Club after 4 short tours to New Zealand (Nelson in 2017, 
Christchurch in 2018, Auckland in 2019 and Queenstown in 2025), a long memorable tour to Sri Lanka in 
2019 and domestically to Perth in 2020, Darwin in 2022, Tasmania in 2023 and Adelaide in 2024. Coming 
with his wife Gwen and their two youngest children Cyrus( aged 10) and Denzel (aged 15).  
SAM MILLAR   # 244  Aged   52                                                                                       Public Servant 
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Upper order right handed batter and occasional bowler-of-all-trades. Played representative juniors cricket 
in Canberra before succumbing to life as a jazz musician. Back in Cricketers’ Club C&S after a stint in the 
Inner West and Wollongong competitions and plays Winter cricket for Cammeray. First tour with the 
Cricketers’ Club. 
 
DAVID POTTS # 243   Aged 52                                                                          Retired police officer 
 
Right hand upper order batter and specialist keeper who has won the Cricket Illawara League Grade 
Competition wicket keeper of the year award three times. Has played for Wests Illawara C.C. for the past 
44 seasons (since aged 9) and is the most capped player in the Club with currently over 700 appearances  
and holds the Club record for dismissals with 924 in senior cricket and over 1000 in total. Currently playing 
second and third grade but was part of the Wests First Grade premiership team three seasons ago. This 
will be his second tour with CCNSW after Queenstown, New Zealand in early 2025. Coming with his wife 
Janelle. 
 

KIEREN PURNELL # 245  Aged 51                                                                                   Public Servant   
                                                              
Right hand top order batter with a strong pull shot honed over 20 years of cricket on synthetic pitches and 
a right arm slow-medium swing bowler. Captain of the Dobroyd Point Cricket Club, which plays in the 
Canterbury Western Suburbs CA. and has been on tours to Nepal/India, Sri Lanka and Alice Springs with 
Dobroyd Point. First played for CCNSW in 2023 and has played a handful of C&S games for the Club. 
This will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ Club.  
 
TOM ROBERTSON # 41            Aged 53                                                                  Computer programmer 
 
Aggressive and hard hitting left hand opening batter and occasional right hand medium-fast bowler who 
often likes to bowl round the wicket. Tom used to play for his local side Peakhurst in a hard wicket 
competition where his skills made him a formidable player Has played regularly for the Cricketers’ Club’s 
C&S side since 2009. This will be his 19

th
 tour with the Club (14 overseas): toured with the Cricketers’ 

Club since a teenager to New Zealand in 1993, Malaysia in 1994 and Lord Howe in 1998 with his father 
Rodger who was a very accomplished first grader, and also to Samoa in 2006, England (twice) in 2013 
and 2017, North America in 2015, Sri Lanka 2019, Perth 2020 and New Zealand 6 times - Christchurch in 
1993 and 2018. Wellington 2015, Queenstown 2016, Nelson 2017 and Auckland in 2019 and 
domestically to Perth in 2020, Darwin in 2022, Tasmania in 2023, and  Adelaide and Barbados and St 
Lucia in 2024.   
 
JONATHAN SHAW # 246  Aged 50                                                                       Pension product adviser  
                                                                  
Medium pace bowler and right hand batter. Can handle the new ball if needed and score a few runs to 
help the total. Most recently playing for the CCNSW C&S side as an occasional fill in; also spent a few 
seasons prior with CCNSW Masters. Grew up in Brisbane and learnt quite a bit of cricket skill there, 
before playing social, club and indoor cricket in Adelaide, Canberra, Hampton (Surrey, UK) and Sydney. 
This is his first cricket tour with the Club so hoping to make a special debut performance! Coming with his 
wife, Michal Levy 
 
JOE SCARCELLA # 161    Aged 68                                                          Solicitor (now retired) 
 
Right arm medium pace bowler, right hand late order batter. In his youth played grade cricket, firstly with 
Waverly (now Eastern Suburbs) and then UNSW as a keeper/batsman before discovering his true calling 
as a bowler, playing with the Qantas Flight Stewards Cricket Club. Since then, he has played City and 
Suburban and Veterans  cricket with several clubs and been on many overseas cricket tours   including to 
the UK/Europe (6), NZ (3), Zimbabwe, South Africa, South America, Hong Kong. India, Sri Lanka and 
Kenya –This will be Joe’s eleventh tour - eighth overseas -  with C.C.N.S.W. after New Zealand in 2007, 
England (twice) in 2009 and 2017, Italy in 2010, South America in 2012, New Zealand in 2016, and 
Barbados in 2014 together with domestic tours to Perth in 2020, Darwin in 2022 and Tasmania in 2023. 
Coming with his partner Doris Dehmer 
DAVID SIRR # 247 Aged 44                                                            Director of Software Engineering 
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Right hand opener/upper order batter (HS 216*) and leg spinner (BB 7/26). Grew up playing reps via 
Bankstown cricket club then from 16 had a few seasons for Auburn Shires. Then  found girls and took an 
8 years hiatus from the leather and willow… came back with several seasons for the Saggy Green Cricket 
Circus in MPSECA comp. Then Concord Briars in IWHCA, St Ives in HKDCA, Cammeray in NCU and 
Hornsby/Cammeray in winter comp. Have played sporadically over past 8 years for the Cricketers’ Club in  
the City and Suburban CA. This will be his first ever cricket tour! 
 
LEN VOLKOV # 248    Aged 43                                                                                              Doctor  
  
Right hand, gritty and dependable batter with a solid defence who puts a lot of value on his wicket and  
who will bat with the same determination seeing off the new ball, grinding out tough middle overs, 
stopping the rot after a collapse or ensuring the tail wags. Grew up in Melbourne playing over one 
hundred games for his club side Southside East Caulfield CC before moving to Sydney and a ten year 
hiatus from the game. Rediscovering his love for cricket, he has played in the C&S side for CCNSW since 
2020 and also for East Sydney ‘Shakeys ‘since 2021 in the SMCA recently taking home a premiership. 
This will be his second tour for the Cricketers’ Club after Adelaide in 2024. 
 
MIKE WEAVER # 218 Aged 59           Cruise Consultant, Princess Cruises - Carnival Australia Group                                                                                     
 
Right hand bat and occasional wicket keeper. Occasional right arm off spinner. Having enjoyed 11 
seasons with the club this is ‘Weaves’ fourth tour with C.C.N.S.W., after New Zealand (Nelson) and the 
UK both  in 2017 and Darwin in 2022.  He is a top order bat who has played lower grade premier cricket 
in Sydney for Hawkesbury, Manly, Randwick and Gordon, as well as a three-year stint in Perth, WA. In 
the 2004-5 WACA season, playing for Mt. Lawley DCC, he experienced 4th grade grand final success. 
Mike has also played lower league cricket for Blackheath, Surrey UK in 2001 and 2002. Is an ongoing and 
very proud member of the famous English wandering social cricket club, Jack Frost XI.A further highlight 
was a tour to Zimbabwe with a Blue Mountains Representative squad, two years prior to the new 
millennium.  
                                                    
SCOTT WELLS # 170  Aged 56                                                                                              Civil Engineer 

 
 Right hand batter, wicket keeper and occasional leg spin bowler. Formerly played with the Wenty 
Waratahs in the Parramatta District until moving to the Blue Mountains in 2002 where he still plays 
occasionally with Springwood CC. Joined CCNSW. in 2009 playing C&S helping them win three JPS 
finals. Currently captains the CCNSW o50 Classics and also plays o40s Masters. Current State 
representative in the o50s. Eleventh  tour for the Cricketers’ Club after England in 2009 and 2017, 
Tasmania in 2010, West Indies in 2011 and Queenstown, New Zealand in 2016 and 2025, Sri Lanka in 
2019, Perth in 2020 Tasmania in 2023 and Adelaide in 2024; Coming with his wife Ingrid. 
 
SCOTT WILLIAMS  # 249   Aged   41                                      Electronic Technician Royal Australian Navy 
                                                              
An aggressive top order right hand batter and fast-medium swing bowler. He began his cricket journey in 
QLD before joining the Royal Australian Navy and relocating to Sydney playing 1

st
 grade for Balmain 

South Sydney in the Sydney Shires Cricket Competition. The last two seasons, Scott has been playing for 
Collaroy Cricket Club as an opening batter/opening bowler and leading them to two premierships and 
earning multiple batting and bowling awards. His notable achievements to date include a 100* off 32 balls 
and 7-12 with the ball. Additionally Scott represents the Royal Australian Navy Cricket team showcasing 
his talent at both national and service levels. Scott joined CCNSW in 2019 playing in the City & Suburban 
competitions. This will be his first tour for the Cricketers’ Club.                                                         
 
KEN YARDY  # 113  Aged 61                                                                                                          Solicitor 
 
Right hand batter, occasional keeper; nowadays more a social cricketer. Persuaded to join the Cricketers’ 
Club in 2002. Has toured Kenya, Sri Lanka (twice), the Cook Islands, Cairns, England (four times), 
Samoa, New Zealand (three times),  Hawaii, India, Tasmania, Italy, South America (with a broken leg!), 
South East Asia. North America and Barbados with the Club. This will be his twenty second tour with the 
Club, the most of any Club player. Coming with his wife, Leigh. 
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HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB of NSW       
(Based on an article by award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard) 

The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when it was suggested that the 

New South Wales Cricket Association combine with the controlling bodies in cycling, swimming, rugby and 

athletics to form a sports club.  Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-

committee to inquire into the possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the Association. This committee's 

recommendation that the Association make an arrangement with the Commercial Travellers' Club in Pitt 

Street to use their premises was rejected.   

The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a NSWCA meeting, but it was 

not until 1936 that the Association decided to build a club in its new building in George Street. 

The prominent solicitor Sydney Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-storey building in George 

Street for £54,803, drafted a constitution for the Cricketers' Club in August 1938, and the club was 

registered as a company on 14 November, 1939, two months after the outbreak of World War II, and 

opened for business on 1 July 1940. 

From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the development of cricket. Two 

cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket House for members to practice during lunch hours and 

these nets remained in operation until 1953.  Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick 

batsman Jack Chegwyn aware of big possibilities for country tours by teams of leading players from the 

State's representative sides. Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century in 

his five matches for NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for the pioneering work he 

did in the bush with teams selected at the Cricketers' Club. 

By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most Sydney grade cricketers were 

members and at the end of that year the Club made a 1000 pound loan to the NSWCA to help the 

Association continue operating at a time when it had no income from Test or Sheffield Shield cricket. 

 Annual games at the SCG v the NSWCA commenced in 1965. In 1971, seven club members were in Don 

Bradman’s nomination for the best eleven Australian cricketers of the past 50 years. The Cricketers' Club 

entered a side in the City & Suburban competition in 1971 and has continued to play regularly in that 

competition.  

Over the years many Test players have appeared for the Club, including Richie Benaud, Trevor Chappell, 

Richard Collinge (New Zealand), Alan Davidson, Nilakshi de Silva  (Sri Lanka), Keith Elloy (Singapore), 

Phil Emery, Dave Gilbert, Alex Hales (England),  Greg Matthews, Keith Miller, Arthur Morris, Geoff 

Lawson, ‘Mani’ Subramanya (India),  Allan Turner, Bill Watson, and Mike Whitney.   
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Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the Club introduced a rule automatically granting membership to 

Australian Test players. The England and Australian teams in the 1988 Bicentenary match in Sydney 

played for a trophy donated by the Cricketers’ Club. 

In 1981 the Club moved to Barracks Street where it remained until the liquidation of the old Club in 2001 

Cricketers' Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and Suburban competition for 

over 50 years. The Club has hosted numerous touring teams from countries such as England, Canada, 

Malaysia, India, the West Indies, New Zealand and the USA. Overseas tours have become common. 

With the liquidation of the registered club and the loss of its Barrack Street premises in 2001, the cricket 

and golf players retained the name and logo and continued to play, as a new incorporated association, still 

called “The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales", which was registered on 14 July 2003. 

Editor's note: Jack Pollard (1926-2002) was the author of over 80 sports related books, and numerous 

outstanding cricket books including an authoritative five volume history of Australian cricket. He also wrote 

the most popular of all Australian cricket encyclopaedias, entitled “The Game and the Players". 

PART TWO UPDATE  

The Japan Tour in September 2025 will be the Club's 38th overseas tour since 1989 (plus eight other 

separate domestic tours to Adelaide. Cairns. Darwin, Lord Howe, Norfolk Island, Perth, and twice to 

Tasmania)  

1989 Fiji 2009 India 

1991 Asia 2009 France-Ireland-England 

1992 Christchurch, New Zealand 2010  Tasmania (not overseas) 

1993 Christchurch, New Zealand 2010 Italy 

1993 Canada and West Coast USA 2011 West Indies 

1994 Malaysia and Singapore 2012 South America 

1995 Auckland, New Zealand 2013 Amsterdam-England-Malta 

1996 Barbados/Trinidad 2014 South East Asia 

1997 England 2015 Wellington New Zealand 

1998 Norfolk Island Not overseas) 2015 Canada & East Coast USA 

1999 Lord Howe (not overseas) 2016 Queenstown, New Zealand 

1999 South Africa 2017 Nelson, New Zealand 

2000 Vanuatu 2017 Scotland and England 
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2001 Bali 2018   Christchurch, New Zealand. 

2002 Kenya 2019          Auckland New Zealand. 

2003 Sri Lanka 2019                    Sri Lanka-Easter 

2004 Cook Islands (Easter) 2020               Perth (not overseas) 

2004 Cairns (July not overseas) 2022            Darwin (not overseas) 

2005 England 2023       Tasmania ( not overseas) 

2006 Samoa 2024         Adelaide (not overseas) 

2007 New Zealand, North Island 2024           Barbados and St Lucia 

2007 South Africa 2025    Queenstown, New Zealand 

2008 Hawaii 2025                              Japan 
 

The Cricketers' Club currently has approximately 100 active cricketers. The Club also has a golf section. 

Of those 100 cricketers, approximately 30 play for the Club on Saturdays, and another 70 on Sundays and 

in mid-week games. 

In the City and Suburban competition on Saturday and some Sunday afternoons, the Club arranges about 

20 fixtures a season. These are usually 35 overs a side, although by agreement, they are sometimes 

extended to 40 overs. The C&S "competition" does not have a formal league table and not all clubs in the 

competition play each other. Nevertheless cricket is played in a competitive manner, and at its best, would 

probably equate to the standard of Sydney 3rd-4th Grade Cricket, although considerably shortened. In 

addition there is a two part Jack Pace Cup competition; part 1 is a league structure for points; the top eight 

teams go into a knock out stage in February/March; C.C.N.S.W. has won the Cup four times. The Club 

celebrated its 50
th
 season in the C&S in 2020 and till last season, had never lost more games in a season 

than it has won. 

On Sundays, the Club plays eleven fixtures in a competitive over 40s "Masters" league, in which the 

Club's position has varied from league winners to bottom. These are 40 over a side games. Six bowlers 

must be used, and batters must retire on scoring 40 runs. The Club also plays an eleven round over 50s 

“Classics” competition with similar rules and in 2016 won the Premiership. A Vintages over 60s 

competition commenced in 2017 with similar rules and CCNSW were Premiers for two successive 

seasons in 2022-24. Outside leagues, the Club generally plays about 10 other competitive but "friendly" 

fixtures each year, on grounds which have varied from major national grounds such as the MCG, SCG, 

the Gabba, Telstra (Olympic) Stadium and Bradman Oval, Bowral, to small country grounds such as 

Mandalong, and Mudgee. Opposition includes teams such as the Bradman Foundation, The NSW Police, 

the Melbourne Cricket Club, Molonglo (Canberra), the Primary Club, the Sydney Cricket Club, and often 

one or two overseas touring sides. These are generally full day games of about 45-50 overs a side.  
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In February 2004, the Club was invited by the S.C.G. Trust and Cricket NSW to represent the Civilian 

population of the State in a match against the Military to celebrate 150 years of cricket at the S.C.G. A 

special plaque to commemorate this is permanently displayed on the exterior wall of the home dressing 

room at the SCG and the ball used in the match is on display in the Museum. 

In the 2024-2025 summer  season, the Club played a total of  58 eleven-a-side fixtures, and used over 

100 players.  

The Club is currently contactable c/o the Secretary, Adrian Hawkes, 31 Killarney Drive, Killarney Heights, 

NSW 2087 (Tel: (612) 9451 7436 (H) or hawkesam@bigpond.com ; see also www.ccnsw.com 

[31.08.24] 

HISTORY OF CRICKET IN JAPAN 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia 

 
Cricket is a growing sport in Japan. It was introduced to Japan by the British, with the first match played in 
1863 and the first club formed in 1868, both in Yokohama. Until the 1980s, it was played almost 
exclusively by expatriates. The sport's governing body is the Japan Cricket Association (JCA), which was 
formed in 1984 and has been a member of the International Cricket Council (ICC) since 1989, initially as 

an affiliate member and as an associate member since 2005.  

Demographics 
Until the 1980s, almost all cricket in Japan was played by foreigners. In July 2016, it was estimated that 
cricket was played in Japan by 3,000 people across 200 teams 

History 
The first cricket match in Japan was played on 25 June 1863. British merchants at the foreign 
settlement in Yokohama (a treaty port) challenged sailors on a Royal Navy ship to a game. The invitation 
was a ploy to ensure that the merchant community would be protected in the case of an ambush from 
local samurai, as they had been warned of a planned attack on that date. The participants in the match 
carried revolvers and rifles to ensure their safety, although no attack eventuated. The first cricket club in 
Japan was the Yokohama Cricket Club, which was formed in 1868 by a Scotsman, James Mollison. For a 
time, cricket was one of the common sports in Japan's foreign settlements, being played alongside 
baseball by both American and British expatriates; however, as was taking place in America around the 
same time, baseball managed to greatly overtake cricket in popularity in Japan by the turn of the 20th 
century, with first-class cricket's longer playing duration and requirement for a specially prepared playing 
surface working against it, and American interactions with Japan supporting the rise of baseball as a 
trans-Pacific pastime.  

Throughout most of the 20th century, the only cricket played in Japan was between the expatriate 
communities in Yokohama and Kobe. However, in the 1980s, cricket was introduced into several 
universities, by Japanese students who had learnt the game in other countries. The Japan Cricket 
Association (JCA) was formed in 1984, and became an affiliate member of the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) in 1989, and an affiliate member of the International Women's Cricket Council (IWCC) in 
1995. The first major international tournament for the national men's team was the 1996 AC IWCC 
Trophy in Malaysia, while the national women's team made its debut at the 2003 IWCC Trophy in 
the Netherlands. Club cricket in Japan was originally played over two days, with limited-overs league only 
being established in 1999. The qualification for the U-19 Cricket World Cup was a major milestone for the 
country and their first big tournament.  
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Venues 
The headquarters of the Japan Cricket Association (JCA) are in Sano, a city in Tochigi 
Prefecture, Honshu. The Sano International Cricket Ground is the primary venue for cricket in Japan, and 
hosts regular men's and women's international tournaments. In March 2016, plans were announced to 
bring the ground up to the standards required to host One Day International (ODI) matches, with the 
installation of floodlights and the construction of a new pavilion  Outside of Sano, the Fujigawa Green Park 
Cricket Ground in Fuji, Shizuoka Prefecture, hosted the 2004 East Asia-Pacific Cricket Challenge (part of 
the 2007 World Cup qualifying process), which featured the national teams of Japan, Fiji, Indonesia, 
and Tonga.  

Notable players 
Fourteen women have represented Japan in One Day International (ODI) cricket, all at the 2003 IWCC 
Trophy. The national men's team has not come close to reaching the same level of play. 

At least four male first-class cricketers are known to have been born in Japan, all of whom were of British 
descent: 

 Tom Colverd (born 1996), born in Tokyo, played first-class cricket for Cambridge MCC University 

 Frank Gillingham (1875–1953), born in Tokyo, played first-class cricket for Essex 

 Greg Kennis (born 1974), born in Yokohama, played first-class cricket for Surrey and Somerset.  

 William Maundrell (1876–1958), born in Nagasaki, played first-class cricket for Hampshire
[
 

 

THE JAPANESE CRICKET ASSOCIATION 
CRICKET TODAY IN JAPAN  https://cricket.or.jp/en/cricket-in-japan  

Domestic Structure 

Senior Leagues 

Today the senior cricket structure is split into three main competitions. 

 Japan Cricket League (JCL) 

This is a 40-over competition which has strict entry criteria and only strong, well run teams will be 
allowed to enter. The competition is made up of three divisions with 27 teams in total as of 2020. In 
each Divisions all teams play each other once and culminates in semi-finals and finals to decide the 
eventual winner. 

 Japan Cup 

This is the domestic Twenty20 competition that is open to anyone. As of 2020 it is split into seven 
divisions; North Kanto, East Kanto, West Kanto South Kanto, Kansai, Tokai and Tohoku, with a total of 
more than 50 teams. These are all run by their respective regional associations and the winner of each 
division will qualify for the Japan Cup Finals. This is a three-day event held in Sano during October. 
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 Japan Premier League (JPL) 

The JPL is the highest standard of Twenty20 competition in Japan. The best players in the biggest 
Japan Cup competitions will unite to play for their regional teams. Matches are regularly live streamed 
and promoted. Form 2016 – 2019 just the four Kanto regions participated, with Kansai joining in 2020. 

 Japan Women’s Cricket League (WCL) 

All women’s cricket in Japan is Twenty20 and at present the league is made up of five teams competing 
for the title. 

 J-Bash 

Launched in 2019, the J-Bash was created to provide more playing opportunities for all female 
cricketers in Japan no matter what level they wish to play. This is a JCA run series of events which any 
females can enjoy. 

 University League 

Many universities in Japan have cricket clubs who come together to play in a variety of competitions, 
with the main prize being the “Champions Wicket” which is held every year in September in Akishima. 

Junior Leagues 

 Japan U19 Cricket League 

The Under 19 League is made up of six teams based in a variety of locations around the country. 
Matches are organised throughout the summer to provide as many playing opportunities as possible. 

 Japan U15 Cricket League 

The Under 15 League has steadily grown to the point where in 2020 there will be 10 teams competing 
throughout the season and the top four qualifying for a finals weekend to be played in Sano. 

International Competition 

Japan have both Men’s and Women’s National teams who compete every year in various tournaments 
against other international or touring sides. 

Japan Men’s National Team first appeared in an internationally recognised tournament in 1996 and has 
since won the ICC EAP Cricket Cup in 2005 and EAP Trophy in 2007. They also won their firsts Men’s 
East Asia Cup in 2018. 

The Japan Women’s National Team has had great success in recent years, playing their first tournament 
at the International Women’s Cricket Council (IWCC) Trophy in 2003. In 2010 when they won the ICC 
EAP Women’s Cricket Trophy, and then won a Bronze Medal at the Asian Games later that year. They 
repeated the EAP Trophy success in 2012. 

The Japan Academy was created in 2018 and from that group the Under 19 team is selected every two 
years to take part in the ICC Under 19 Cricket World Cup Qualification process. Japan hosted the 2019 
Qualifier, which was the first time competing since 2011, and duly won the event to reach the World Cup 
in South Africa in 2020. 
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Junior Participation Programme 

The Japan Cricket Association Junior Participation Programme was re-branded as “CRICKET BLAST” in 
2014. The programme consists of school visits, tournaments and regular events which encourage children 
to pick up a bat or ball and learn the sport.  Through “CRICKET BLAST”, the JCA ambitiously seeks to 
grow participation and instill a lifelong love of cricket. 

Global ICC Development Program Awards 

Japan’s first global award was the Best Women’s Cricket Initiative in 2003. Since then Japan has won the 
Best Overall Development Program in 2008, its second Best Women’s Cricket Initiative in 2010 and the 
Best Spirit of Cricket Initiative in 2011. 

 
 

 
 
 

Cricket under the majestic backdrop of Mt Fuji at Fuji International 
Cricket Ground (Photo: Cricket Japan) 

 
UMPIRING IN JAPAN:.  

‘The players are so humble and nice’. 
“Emerging  Cricket.” Monday, 9 October 2023 

 
[A recent article detailing the exploits of a Western Australian umpire who spent part of a summer In  
Japan in his official capacity 
 
“The players are so humble and nice. They take on board what you say, they don’t challenge your 
decisions that much, there is no sledging and certainly no abuse. It was kind of amusing really, I 
sometimes wondered if this was some sort of cordial fraternity”, says Sagir Parkar reminiscing about his 
recent cricketing trip to Japan.  A full-time health professional, India-born Parkar is a cricket enthusiast 
who these days stands in matches in Perth, but in August he experienced what the game is like in 
the Land of the Rising Sun. 
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Parkar’s umpiring journey started 17 years ago, when he lived and worked in England.  He passed his 
umpiring exams in late 2006, standing in matches in Essex, which he really enjoyed, then in Cheshire 
from 2009-12”.  After that he migrated to Queensland and did a little umpiring there before, after moving to 
Perth last year, he started as a regular in the Western Australia Cricket Association’s Premier League 
series 

His interest in Japanese cricket actually came about after he came across a couple of episodes of 
the Japan Cricket Podcast where he listened to Alan Curr, Japan Cricket’s Head of Operations, discuss 
their domestic tournament structures and struggles to acquire a groundskeeper.  Parkar contacted 
the Japan Cricket Association (JCA), indicating his willingness to assist with umpiring on a short-term 
basis, and Curr got back to him within two days.  An agreement was made for Parkar to travel to Japan for 
four weeks to officiate in JCA’s domestic competitions, he umpiring games at the weekend whilst travelling 
around the country during the week. 

Japan’s domestic cricket season generally runs for six months from April to September and sometimes 
even early October. There is a collection of tournaments for male and female participants, as well as 
junior leagues for Under-19 and Under-15 levels.  Parkar himself umpired in two separate competitions; a 
40-over tournament known as the Japan Cricket League (JCL) and its new sister T20 version, the JCL 
T20.  Apart from a little incident with dehydration, the hot and humid Japanese weather in August proving 
somewhat of a challenge, for the most part he was there he had “great fun”. 

“The cricket culture there feels so foreign and yet quite familiar in many ways”, says Parkar. “It was funny 
to see how the batters always think they are not out and the bowlers always think the batters are out. That 
is consistent across England, Australia or Japan, no matter where you go”.  But there were some 
noticeable differences too. “Because Japan is such a young and fledgling cricketing country, the players 
remain very polite, especially ones who are born and brought up there. They don’t even glare or look you 
in the eye. The game just flows at a completely different level”, he says. 
 
At the heart of the local cricket scene is Sano International Cricket Ground (SICG), a  picturesque oval 
situated an hour and a half away from Tokyo by public transport. Parkar was based there for the duration 
of his stay and describes it as “so beautiful” with six playable cricket grounds of which three have turf 
pitches.  There are other cricket grounds located in the towns of Miyashita, Akishima, Edogawa and 
Sanmu. Alongside Sano, these constitute a quartet of cricket facilities on the western, northern and 
eastern outskirts of Tokyo-Yokohama’s sprawling megalopolis. In 2020, Kaizuka Cricket Field in Osaka 
opened its doors, helping establish the sport’s presence outside its traditional heartland of Kanto for the 
first time. 
There are currently around 4,000 registered players in Japan with the players hailing from a diverse array 
of ethnic backgrounds. “Predominantly, the local cricket landscape is still made up of South Asians with a 
few Australian and British participants sprinkled in. However with the kids, particularly the Under-17 and 
Under-19 generation, you have a lot of players with one or two Japanese parents playing right alongside 
local-born children of expat heritage, which was absolutely brilliant to see”, says Parkar. 

In the face of so much sporting competition, cricket struggles for mainstream attention and remains a 
niche sport in the wider Japanese cultural context. But Parkar believes it is making steady progress.  
Meanwhile, JCA has been trying to press the relevant stakeholders to include cricket in the 2026 Asian 
Games, set to be hosted by Japan. With the sport now set to be included in the 2028 Olympics in Los 
Angeles (PTG 4311-21030 below), new sponsorship opportunities and government funding could be 
tapped into by JCA if cricket is included in both, providing an essential long-term boost to the sport.  

As for Parkar, he is already busy planning his next trip to Japan. “I am heading back to Japan for 6-7 
weeks in April-May 2024 to do more umpiring. Hopefully I can help with the coaching too. Accommodation 
has already been tentatively booked. I can’t wait!” 
  
From “Playing the Game: Edition Monday, 9 October 2023. PTG 4311-21028 by Shounak Sarkar 
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 A HISTORY OF THE 
YOKOHAMA COUNTRY & ATHLETIC CLUB 

‘Life in Yokohama in the early days was singularly pleasant. Every type of sport was readily accessible.’ 

The sports club known today as the Yokohama Country and Athletic Club (YC&AC) played a major role in 

the creation of the idyllic sporting environment fondly remembered in these words describing Yokohama 

life in the 1890’s. The words could equally apply to today and to almost all of the time during they last 150 

years of the YC&AC’s existence. 

Almost every western sport seen in Japan today was first introduced to Japan by the non-Japanese in 

Yokohama and the YC&AC and the other sporting clubs that it later absorbed were the driving force in 

their early development in the country 
 
ORIGIN OF YOKOHAMA’S YC&AC 

 

The history of the YC&AC has always been recognized as starting one day in 1868 in the dining room of 

the Yokohama home of 23-year-old Scotsman JP (James Pender) Mollison, who was mad about cricket 

and who had only recently become a local resident. On that day, he and his cricketing friend Ernest Price 

and a few others founded the Yokohama Cricket Club (YCC) with Mollison as the president and Price as 

secretary. 

 
YOKOHAMA IN 1868 

1868 was the year that the Meiji Restoration took place and the Meiji period started (Mollison watched the 

Emperor’s procession from Kyoto to Edo [Tokyo] as he passed through Hodogaya!) Non-Japanese had 

only been residing and doing business in Yokohama since July 1 1859 and numbered only a few hundred. 

In 1868 Yokohama was seen as place with great potential because it was the gateway for doing business 

in Japan- a huge new market. However, it was no sporting paradise and life there was fraught with 

danger. 

‘Life in Yokohama in the early days was singularly pleasant. Every type of sport was readily accessible.’ 

 

The sports club known today as the Yokohama Country and Athletic Club (YC&AC) played a major role in 

the creation of the idyllic sporting environment fondly remembered in these words describing Yokohama 
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life in the 1890’s. The words could equally apply to today and to almost all of the time during the last 150 

years of the YC&AC’s existence. 

Almost every western sport seen in Japan today was first introduced to Japan by the non-Japanese in 

Yokohama and the YC&AC and the other sporting clubs that it later absorbed were the driving force in 

their early development in the country. 

Japan was to experience many uprisings in the next few years and the once popular movement to drive 

the non-Japanese out of Japan still had support. Japan had been closed off from the world by the 

Tokugawa Shugunate (except for limited contacts and trade through the Dutch in Dejima in the Nagasaki 

area of Kyushu) for over 200 years. The transition of power from the Shogunate to the Emperor Meiji that 

Mollison and Price experienced was turbulent and for much of the late 1860s and 1870s there were 

uprisings. 

The threats from these political troubles were not the only dangers faced by the early non-Japanese 

residents in Yokohama. There were a lot of killer deseases, especially smallpox and cholera. And then 

there were the fires… 

 
THE SWAMP GROUND AND EARLY CRICKET PLAYED THERE 

 

The reason that J. P, Mollison and his YCC came to dominate the sporting world in Yokohama would 

appear to be due to the fact that Mollison and Price were very keen to play cricket on the best possible 

surface. While nearly all the other sportsmen were content simply to play their sport, Mollison dreamed of 

creating a proper cricket ground. He noted that the parade ground, where cricket had been played ‘with 

enthusiasm” before his arrival, ‘was destitute of a blade of grass.’ 

Even before he and Price founded the YCC, they had negotiated with the local authorities to clear what 

became the Swamp Ground. There seem to be at least two possible locations of the Swamp Ground. 

Mollison mentions it was ‘near 265 Banchi’ which is the current location of Minato Middle School 

playground but maps suggest there was some kind of field not used for housing or business purposes a 

little further away in a nearby block beside the entrance to China Town. That area is now the site of a 

large apartment complex. The YCC had no clubhouse but just enough space for a pitch and outfield which 

was 60 yards square. The players carried their kit to the ground from the ‘Settlement’ where they lived and 
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then after the end of play went back to the ‘Bar’ in the Settlement where they drank copious amounts of 

cold claret and water, the favorite drink of the day. 

The YCC’s most serious early games were against the Redcoats as Mollison often called them. ‘We had 

some good cricket up to 1870-1871, chiefly against the officers of the Tenth Regiment who were a keen 

‘cricketing lot,’ he wrote. The 10th regiment of Foot had only arrived in Yokohama in April 1868 and the 

officers of the 1st Battalion of the 10th had a longstanding cricket team. Despite being apparently at least 

partially turfed, the wicket doesn’t seem to have been a great one for batsmen. It certainly was nowhere 

nearly as good as the Hong Kong Cricket Club wicket where the home team batted for one a half days 

scoring 450 runs against the Shanghai Club in the first Interport between those teams in 1866. Price’s 

brother played in that match but Mollison ‘to my great disappointment’ didn’t. (He did play for Shanghai in 

the following year when they got their revenge.) 

The games were two innings affairs lasting two or more days. People working hard every weekday today 

may be surprised to learn that these were played on weekdays. ‘To begin with, we had no telegrams to 

worry us and only two mails a month,’ Mollison wrote around 40 years later. Yep! They worked hard and 

even late at night to meet the deadline for the mail boats, and then most could relax and enjoy life and 

sports until the next mail arrived. Detailed match reports and score cards survive relating to two games 

played between the YCC and the 9th in 1871. Scoring runs does not seem to have been easy and 

bowlers bowled a lot of wides. After 13 overs of the first innings of the first game, the YCC had managed 

to score only sixteen runs and of those 10 were from wides and at least one a leg bye! Mollison appears 

to have been a good opening bowler taking many wickets. However, he did bowl rather a lot of wides 

although not as many as some of the 9th’s bowlers. Batting number four or five, he doesn’t seem to have 

been a big-hitter like his friend Fraser, but he was clearly difficult to get out. When the Swamp Ground 

was not being using for cricket, the YCC was happy to let other sports clubs, especially the popular Foot 

Ball Club, use the ground and there are many reports of football matches played on the swamp ground. 
 
EARLY SPORTS AND SPORTS CLUBS IN YOKOHAMA 

 

The YCC that Mollison founded in 1868 was not the first sports club established in Yokohama. Already 

there were several including the Rifle Club, the Racquets Club, the Racing Club and the Foot Ball Club 
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which played what is now called rugby (football) and which, with documentary evidence of its 

establishment on January 26 1866, is the first rugby club to be established in Asia and one of the first 

outside of the UK! In fact, Mollison stated that all kinds of sport were- ‘like the proverbial bayleaf’ — being 

played on every available piece of land where there was enough space for them to flourish. Among those 

sports was cricket, and there are many newspaper reports of cricket matches being played before 

Mollison ever set foot in Japan! The catalyst for the rapid development of these sports in the small 

Settlement, especially those team sports like cricket and football that required a lot of players on the field 

of play, was the presence of a military garrison of around 1,500 (mainly British) troops on the Bluff above 

the Settlement from 1864 until the mid-1870’s. There were also many English warships in the harbor. The 

English army contingent focused on the XXth regiment which was replaced by the Xth regiment before 

Mollison arrived. The officers and men of the battalions of these two regiments sent to Yokohama included 

a number of very keen and talented sportsmen. 

‘Life in Yokohama in the early days was singularly pleasant. Every type of sport was readily accessible.’ 

The sports club known today as the Yokohama Country and Athletic Club (YC&AC) played a major role in 

the creation of the idyllic sporting environment fondly remembered in these words describing Yokohama 

life in the 1890’s. The words could equally apply to today and to almost all of the time during the last 150 

years of the YC&AC’s existence. 

Almost every western sport seen in Japan today was first introduced to Japan by the non-Japanese in 

Yokohama and the YC&AC and the other sporting clubs that it later absorbed were the driving force in 

their early development in the country. 

The arrival of the British military which caused this surge in sporting activity in Yokohama was the result of 

the Namamugi incident of 1862 in which an English merchant visiting from Shanghai, Charles Lennox 

Richardson, was slashed to death by samurai on the Tokaido road while riding with friends from 

Yokohama to visit the big shrine in Kawasaki. Such was the panic among the non-Japanese in Yokohama 

that even nearly one year later there were still emergency plans in place for evacuation of the entire 

community onto ships in the harbor. More importantly they put considerable pressure on the government 

in London to send warships and troops to protect them. As a result it is clear that there is a direct 

connection between the surge in quality and amount of sporting activity in Yokohama in this 10-year 

period, especially in team sports, and the Namamugi incident. 
 
FIRST CRISIS & MOVE TO THE CRICKET GROUND 

In the early 1870s the authorities decided to sell the Swamp Ground for development and this caused a 

problem for the YCC and its cricket team. Luckily, Mollison was able to acquire the rights to a bigger piece 

of land – 120 yards square – on the reclaimed swamp land at the center of what is now known as 
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Yokohama Koen which is also famous as the site of the notorious Gangiro brothel operated by the 

Shogunate until it was burnt down in 1866! Meanwhile, the original Swamp Ground was put up for sale 

with other lots and was acquired by Mollison himself. He built a tea-firing facility on it. Mollison’s business 

interests were not limited to tea. He was already a leading figure in the community and president of the 

Chamber of Commerce. He even later became the Japanese agent for Alfred Nobel and the first importer 

of dynamite. 

The YCC’s golden days started in the early 1880’s with British trading firms sending out numerous top 

class cricketers from London to work in Yokohama because of the club’s reputation. One company 

famous for this policy was the Mourilyan, Heimann & Co. tea firm which also had an office in Kobe and fed 

cricketing talent into the Kobe team thus raising the standard of Interport cricket. By now the YCC was not 

the only cricket team in the area and other teams also boasted good players such as McMillen who played 

for Mitsubishi, Layard who played for the British Embassy and Treverthick who played for Japan Railways 

Department. In the 1880’s too, the other sporting clubs in Yokohama like the rugby and athletics clubs 

began to be consolidated into the YCC. 

The Interport events with Kobe also started to become multi-sport events. In 1900 the Yokohama club was 

enlarged and a running track added. A two-story clubhouse built under the supervision of Mollison and a 

Mr. Duff. This soon burnt down but was rebuilt. Around the same time, the name of the club was changed 

to the Yokohama Cricket and Athletic Club (YC&AC). 

 
IMPACT ON SPORT PLAYED BY JAPANESE PEOPLE 

The Japanese people were very impressed by the enthusiasm, dedication and skills of the non-Japanese 

playing sport in Yokohama and elsewhere and were eager spectators at many events. Before long the 

Japanese government decreed, as part of its Westernization drive,that males should take up sports. Along 

with many of the other sports introduced in Yokohama including rowing, football, tennis, golf and athletics, 

cricket was taught and played by many leading high schools as part of the curriculum for much of the Meiji 

period (1868-1912). This policy was soon to pose a danger to the very existence of the club. 

 

SECOND CRISIS AND MOVE TO YAGUCHIDAI 
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As the club grew, nearly everyone assumed that it held the land in perpetuity. But sometime around 1910, 

the YC&AC received a big shock and faced its second major crisis for, in fact, according to the old lease, 

the Japanese authorities could terminate the lease simply by serving ‘due notice’ which they now did. 

They demanded that Japanese sportsmen should also be allowed access to the wonderful facility right in 

the center of town. The club fought to preserve its rights but in the end the club was obliged to handover 

all its facilities in a gesture of foreign goodwill. It was only the result of heroic efforts by a certain Mr. S. 

Isaacs that the club was able to acquire the land upon which it now stands in Yaguchidai. 

 

At the same time in order to register the club as a legal entity under Japanese law, the old club was 

disbanded and a new club simultaneously established based on articles of association dated June 26 

1912. After much deliberation and debate, the word ‘Cricket’ was changed to ‘Country’ in the name. The 

club was duly registered July 4 and 6 days later the land purchase was finalized. A lot of work was now 

undertaken to level the land and fence it, to prepare the tennis courts as they are today, and also to build 

a stable. These developments were reported in the annual general meeting for that year as was a long list 

of subscriptions not only from all over Japan but also from overseas. The exact number of members in 

1912 is not known but it was around 291. The following year that rose to 320 but the First World War 

caused membership to fall to 199. 

 

In those days members got to the club mainly by street car and in the summer could walk down the hill to 

bathe in the clean water of Mikado Bay which was then part of the ‘Mississippi Bay.’ Some views of 

Mississippi Bay were rated among the most beautiful in the world, but unfortunately in the 1960’s the 

authorities decided to reclaim a lot of land from the sea and build petrochemical complexes. So the 

beaches are long gone and instead of overlooking beautiful beaches, the club now sadly overlooks oil 

refineries. 

 
GREAT EARTHQUAKE IN 1923 AND WORLD WAR TWO 

 

The club was to suffer further serious crises such as the Great Earthquake in 1923 and World War Two. 

Mollison himself survived the earthquake but tragically lost one son and the son’s wife. The son who died 

was an excellent sportsman too and captain of rugby. Though he continued to work in Yokohama and the 
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Mollison building survives to this day, Mollison and his wife were by then living in Kamakura where he 

continued to reside until his death in 1931. 

After the end of World War Two YC&AC’s sport field was for a time turned into a cemetery and the club 

faced perhaps its biggest crisis of all. Serge Bielous was perhaps the most prominent figure in financing 

the revival of the club so that it could recover to its present state. With the price of land in Japan having 

soared soon after World War Two, it is virtually impossible for anyone to create in central Yokohama 

sports grounds and facilities that could come near to matching those of the YC&AC. Its grounds and 

facilities are still the envy of every other sports club in the country and many overseas too. But few of the 

cricketers and other sportsmen playing there today ever pause to reflect on the debt they owe to several 

key figures especially the vision, wisdom, pioneering spirit, and most of all to the passion for cricket of the 

extraordinary James Pender Mollison and his fellow cricketers, many of whom were also active in other 

sports clubs in Yokohama. 

The author acknowledges his debt to John Sugiyama whose article on the history of the YC&AC was the 

starting point in his research on the club and its members. 

 
See Yokohama Club web site at https://ycac.jp/  

THE CRICKETERS’ CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

THE COLOURS AND EMBLEM 

                                         
                                         “True to the Blue” 

New South Wales-Why the name? 

Originally part of “New Holland”, It became known as “New South Wales” in 1770 after Cook’s exploration 
of the East Coast of what is now called “Australia”. Whether Cook personally at the time called it New 
South Wales, and if so, why, is still a subject of doubt and scholarly speculation. Possibly Cook originally 
called it “New Wales”, by analogy with the islands of “New Britain”, which had originally been part of New 
Guinea. What is certain is that the name emerged later after he had dispatched his Journal to the 
Admiralty. Why “Wales” and why “South Wales” will probably never be known. 

Royal Blue –why the colour? 

When intercolonial cricket commenced in the 1850s, the Victorians wore dark blue trousers and white 
shirts. NSW wore white trousers and light blue shirts. They became known as the “Light Blues”. In 1904-5, 
the colour changed to Royal Blue. The colour remains Royal Blue and the NSW team still remains known 
by its traditional name as “the Blues” 

Comparison to “the Green and Gold” 

“The Blues” can trace their origin approximately 40 years before the adoption of the traditional Australian 
“Green and Gold”, which were not adopted as national colours till the Australian tour to England in 1899 
nor for home Tests until after Federation in 1902. Prior to that time it had been customary in home Tests 
to wear the colours of the State in which the match was played-i.e.-dark blue in Victoria and light blue in 
NSW. 

The first Australian touring team to England in 1878 wore black and white; the 1880 team –faded magenta 
and black; the 1882 team wore the colours of the 96th regiment-red, black and yellow. That then changed 

https://ycac.jp/
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to the red white and blue of the Melbourne Cricket Club, although once, the light blue caps of the East 
Melbourne Club were used. By 1890, the team had adopted dark blue blazers and caps, with gold trim 
with, for the first time, the Australian Coat of Arms. It was the 1899 team to England that first adopted the 
Green and Gold, but it was not until 1902 at the MCG that the Green and Gold were worn in a home Test. 
Thus the Royal Blue colours adopted by The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales arguably have an older 
provenance, dating back to the 1850s, than the national colours which only date to the turn of the century. 

The Emblem - Why the Cross of St George in New South Wales? 

The emblem is taken from the Coat of Arms of the Colony, originally designed in 1875-6, and 
subsequently formally granted by King Edward VII in 1906 and described as:- “Azure, a Cross Argent, 
voided Gules a lion passant guardant and on each member with a Mullet of eight points Or “ [I.e.- a red 

cross with a golden lion at the centre and stars at each point]  

The gold crossed bats need no explanation. The cross of St George is English as is the lion, and not 
Welsh. The design comes from the British Royal Navy White Ensign, with whom its co-designer Captain 
Hixson, President of the Marine Board was closely connected. 

The connection is with England or perhaps Britain as the home country, not with Wales. It remains the 
official Coat of Arms of New South Wales. 

 

The Walkabout Wickets Story 
 

 
 

The ‘Walkabout Wickets’ logo above is featured on our new CCNSW playing shirts.  The logo is by Kirrae 
Whurrong artist Fiona Clarke.  It represents past, present and future Aboriginal cricketers.  The symbol 
used for the design means ‘MINKGILL’ which means STAR, from the Aboriginal Dreamtime. 

Walkabout Wickets was originally painted  ahead of the 2016 Boxing Day Test to commemorate the 
anniversary of an iconic match featuring an Aboriginal XI at the MCG exactly 150 years earlier on Boxing 
Day 1866 which attracted a crowd of over 10,000 people. 
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The Aboriginal cricket team who played the Melbourne Cricket Club on Boxing Day 1866, captained by Tom Wills 

 
The artwork so captured the imagination that is was then incorporated into the playing strips of the men’s 
and women’s Indigenous teams for their historic tour of England in 2018 and was then  added to the shirts 
of Australia’s senior teams for the latest chapter in the game’s most fabled rivalry, the Ashes against 
England and is currently worn by both the Australian men’s and women’s Test teams. 

Fiona Clarke says the following about the artwork: “My ancestors would gather all the clans together in the 
thousands at a special ‘meeting place’ each year for many cultural reasons, including Aboriginal games.  
The large circles represents the grounds the ‘Walkabout’ team played on.  The lines between the smaller 
circles represent the wickets knocked down by my Aboriginal ancestor cricket players, proudly beating the 
English players at their own game. 

The smaller circles represent the ovals around the globe.  The circles inside the little circles represent the 
‘meeting place’ of the ovals, that past, present and future players play on.” 

Fiona Clarke’s great-great-grandfather James “Mosquito” Couzens (Grougarrong) and his brother Johnny 
Cuzens (Zellanach), both members of the historic 1866 and 1868 Aboriginal XI cricket teams. (The 
different spelling of the brothers’ surnames probably came from the tendency of white settlers to create 
and misspell names for Aboriginal people, and it’s believed that the nickname “Mosquito” came from 
James Couzens’ likely birthplace, Mosquito Plains (now Naracoorte), in South Australia.) 

The 1866 Boxing Day match between an Aboriginal XI and the Melbourne Cricket Club, held at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), introduced cricket fans to the talents of Aboriginal cricketers, most of 
whom had begun playing the game just a few years earlier on the various pastoral stations where they 
lived and worked, in the Western District of Victoria. The enthusiastic response to the match inspired the 
idea of a privately sponsored tour of England, which occurred two years later in 1868. 

The 1868 Aboriginal cricket tour of England was ground-breaking in the sense that this was the first team 
from Australia to tour internationally. It was also ground-breaking in that the Aboriginal XI equalled the 
record of their opponents, by winning 14, losing 14 and drawing 19 of their 47 matches. The 1868 tour is 
an  extraordinary story of hardship, race relations and colonial attitudes. 
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Cherry Blossom Meanings in Japan  

 

The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales had adopted the cherry blossom as a 
symbol of Japan on its Japanese tour clothing but how many players understand 
what it symbolizing? 

A symbol of renewal and fleeting beauty 

The delicate dance of sakura (cherry blossoms) painting the Japanese landscape in shades of pink isn't 
just a visual spectacle. It's a cultural phenomenon deeply woven into the fabric of Japanese life, carrying 
layers of meaning and tradition.  

Cherry blossoms mark the arrival of spring, a season of new beginnings and rebirth. Their short lifespan, 
blossoming for just a couple of weeks, serves as a powerful reminder of the transience of life and the 
importance of cherishing each moment. The philosophy, "mono no aware," meaning "the pathos of things" 
resonates deeply in Japanese culture. 

What Are Cherry Blossoms?  

Known as sakura in Japanese, cherry blossoms are the flower of the genus Prunus trees. In the 
springtime, these small and dainty flowers bloom in hues of pink and white, creating clouds of 
beauty across Japan and the Northern Hemisphere, which typically have tolerable c limates for 
cherry blossom trees to thrive. 

Cherry blossoms are inextricably linked to their blooming, rather than their fruit, with their name 
even representing the flourishing of the flowers – after all, the Japanese cherry blossom 
meaning, saku from sakura, translates as 'to bloom'. 

Cherry Blossom Meaning and Symbolism 

The beauty of cherry blossoms isn't the only thing going for them – they also carry a deep 
philosophy in their petals. Part of the poignancy of cherry blossoms is their metaphorical 
meaning, rooted in a Buddhist approach to mortality.  

Beyond aesthetics: hanami and Samurai spirit 

The tradition of "hanami," or flower viewing, goes back centuries. Underneath the canopy of pink, families, 
friends, and colleagues gather for picnics and appreciate the fleeting beauty. It's a reminder to slow down, 
connect with nature, and savour the present. 
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For the samurai, cherry blossoms embodied a different facet. Their short, yet glorious bloom mirrored the 
warrior's code of Bushidō, emphasising honour, courage, and living life to the fullest. Fallen cherry 
blossoms symbolised the end of the samurai's short lives. 

Cherry blossoms permeate Japanese art forms, appearing in paintings, woodblock prints, and even 
tattoos. They symbolise hope, new beginnings, and even love. In folk belief, the blossom trees were 
considered sacred and believed to be dwelling places for mountain deities who transformed into the gods 
of rice paddies 

Japanese culture recognises the short-lived life span of the flower as a symbol of the transience 
of human existence. When cherry blossoms bloom, they flourish into vibrant and potent flowers 
only to fall from their trees two weeks later. This is seen as a melancholic but beautiful metaphor 
for our fleeting lives. 

Significance of Cherry Blossoms in Japan 

There are many different ways cherry blossoms are significant in Japan as they feature 
prominently in Japanese history and culture.  

History 

The cherry blossom's spiritual meaning is entwined in Japanese culture and history. Vice Admiral 
Takijiro Onishi was a poet and war admiral in the 1900s, and his short poem captures the 
common evanescence of life and cherry blossoms: 

'Today in flower, 

Tomorrow scattered by the wind – 

Such is our blossom life. 

How can we think its fragrance lasts forever?'  

Another meaning to the cherry blossoms emerged during World War II, representing Japanese 
pilots who painted the blossoms onto their warplanes before embarking on kamikaze missions. 
One kamikaze pilot penned this haiku shortly before he was sent on a missi on: 

If only we might fall 

Like cherry blossoms in the spring  

So pure and radiant! 

However, the significance of cherry blossoms in Japan's history isn't only linked to death and 
war. In 1912, Japan gifted then-American President William Taft with 3,020 cherry trees in twelve 
varieties as an act of friendship between the two countries. Twenty were of the gyoiko variety, 
and these were planted on the grounds of the White House.  

The cherry trees' meaning was clear, and they were woven into the fabric of America n history. 
President Taft returned the gesture with a gift of flowering dogwood trees to Japan. A Cherry 
Blossom Festival began in 1935. Then, in 1952, after WWII, the National Park service shipped 
budwood from the original trees back to Japan to help restore the damaged grove in Adachi Ward 
where they had originated. The trees continue to be propagated and replanted to ensure that the 
bond of friendship  
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Hanami 

 

The meaning of cherry blossoms is so revered in Japanese culture that the country engages in a  
tradition called hanami. Hana means 'flower', and mi means 'to view'. Bearing the metaphorical 
meaning of cherry blossoms in mind, springtime is seen as a time to dwell on the brevity of life 
and practice gratitude and mindfulness by being present in the moment. This is where the custom 
of hanami comes in. During the blossoming season, families and friends gather 
for hanami, where they eat and drink under the blossoms. Some groups even barbecue or 
prepare hanami bento boxes. At twilight, couples enjoy yozakura, which translates as 'cherry 
blossoms at night' and is a romantic way to appreciate the blooms. This is a special time in 
Japanese culture. 

  

 

https://thejapaneseshop.co.uk/blogs/japan/
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ASSOCIATED CLUBS OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA (continued from frontisheet)  

Hong Kong Cricket Club 
137 Wong Nei Chung Gap Road 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 574 6266 
www.hkcc.org 

 

Calcutta Cricket & Football Club 
19/2 Gurusaday Road 
BALLYGUNGE 
CALCULLTA 19 INDIA 700019 
Ph: 388951/201 
www.calcuttaweb.com/clubs.htm  

The Cricket Club of India 
J.N. Tata Pavilion 
Brabourne Stadium 
Dinshaw Vachha Road 
MUMBAI  INDIA  400 020 
Ph:  9122 2876 051 

BCA Garware Club House 
Wankhede Stadium 
'D' Road 
Churchgate 
MUMBAI INDIA 400 020 
Ph: 285 4444 

Madras Cricket Club 
1 Babu Jagjivan Ram Road 
Chennai 
MADRAS INDIA  600 005 
Ph: 841-797 
www.madrascricketclub.com 

Royal Selangor Club 
PO Box 10137 
Kuala Lumpur, 50704 
MALAYSIA 
Ph: (063) 292 7166 
www.rscweb.org.my 

Colombo Swimming Club 
Storm Lodge, PO Box 863 
148 Galle Road 
COLUMBO SRI LANKA 
Ph:  00 941 421 645 
csc@srilanka.net 

The British Club (Thailand) 
189 Surawong Road, Bangrak, 
BANGKOK THAILAND 10500 
Ph: (662)  234 0247 
www.britishclubbangkok.org 

  

  

Johore Cultural & Sports Club 
623 Jalan Kolonel Wilson 
80100 Johore Bahru 
Johore WEST MALAYSIA 
07 241 899 
07 224 2222 
jcsc@my.jaring.net  

Bali International Cricket Club 
Jalan Danan Poso 63 
Sanur, Bali, Indonesia 
0361 286 490 
www.balicricket.com  

   

MIDDLE EAST 
Doha Club 
PO Box 3666 
Doha Qatar, Arabian Gulf 
MIDDLE EAST 
Ph: (974) 418822 
www.british-in-qatar.com/dclub.htm  

NEW ZEALAND 
The Cricket Society and Supporters Club of 
Auckland, Clubrooms, Eden Park 
P.O. Box 2860 
AUCKLAND 1015 NEW ZEALAND 
http://aucklandes.cricketarchive.com   

www.acssc.co.nz  
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