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            ASSOCIATED CLUBS 
                                                    AUSTRALIA 
New South Wales Sports Club 
10-14 Hunter Street 
 Sydney N.S.W. 2000 
Ph: (02) 9233 3899 
www.nswsportsclub.com.au  

Ainslie Football & Social Club Inc.          
52 Wakefield Avenue 
PO Box 183 
DICKSON   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248 8422 
www.ainsliefc.com  

The Canberra Club 
45 West Row Street 
CANBERRA   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248-9000 
www.canberraclub.org.au 
 

Carlton Cricket, Football & Social Club 
(Princess Park) 
PO Box 83 
CARLTON NORTH   VIC   3054 
Ph: (03) 9387-1400 
www.carltonfc.com.au 

Queensland Cricketers Club 
411 Vulture Street 
EAST BRISBANE   QLD   4169 
Ph: (07) 3896 4533 
www.qldcricketersclub.com.au 

Sandringham Club 
92 Beach Street 
SANDRINGHAM   VIC   3191 
Ph: (03) 9598-1322 

The Victorian Club 
Level 41, Rialto Building 
525 Collins Street,  
MELBOURNE,VICTORIA,  3000 
(613) 9614 2127 
www.vicclub.com.au 

WEST INDIES 
Pickwick Cricket Club 
Kensington Oval 
BRIDGETOWN BARBADOS 
Ph:  426-3151 

SOUTH AMERICA 
 
National Club of Sao Paulo 
Rua Angatuba 703 
SAO PAULO  BRAZIL 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
 
Aviat Social and Sporting Club 
Aviat Street (P.O.Box 91, Konedobu 125) 
KONEDOBU 
Ph: 675 321-4261 
www.pngbd.com 

                                                               CANADA 
Toronto Cricket Skating & Curling Club 
141 Wilson Avenue 
TORONTO ONTARIO M5M 3A3 
(416) 487 4581 
 
www.torcricketclub.org 

Vancouver Rowing Club 
PO Box 5206 
Stanley Park 
BRITISH COLUMBIA CANADA V6B 4B3 
Ph:  (604) 687-3400 
www.vancouverrowingclub.com 

ZIMBABWE 
 
Harare Sports Club 
PO Box 1104 
10th Avenue 
HARARE ZIMBABWE  
Ph: 791151 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The Wanderers Club 
21 North Street, Illovo 
PO Box 55019 
Northlands 2116 
JOHANNESBURG 
www.wanderersclub.co.za 

 
 

Associated Overseas Clubs continued at rear after page 15. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 
Editor's Note:  John McGruther was President of the former  Cricketers' Club for nearly twelve years (and a 
Director for nearly 13 years) until his retirement in May 2000, and was elected the first president of the 
newly incorporated Club in 2003. 
 
 

CAIRNS TOUR 
 

It is with great delight that I pen this message of encouragement and goodwill 
to my CCNSW touring players on the eve of what promises to be an 
exhilarating trip to Cairns in July. 
 
 
God bless to our tourists.  Please extend to each and every one of your hosts 
typical CCNSW best wishes, and I look forward to all the reportable stories on 
your return. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
JOHN McGRUTHER PRESIDENT  
 
 

THE BUNDABERG RUM STADIUM 

 

Formerly known as Cazaly’s Australian Rules Football Park, the ground is 
about 5km from the Town Centre of Cairns and has previously hosted one 
Test v Bangladesh in 2003 as well as games v touring England and New 
Zealand sides and other Queensland domestic games. The ground can hold 
up to 12,000 people and has a six hundred person function room. Its main 
grandstand came from the Gabba in Brisbane upon the Gabba’s 
redevelopmentin1997 
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HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB XI 
                      www.ccnsw.com.  
(Based on an article by award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard) 
 
The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when it was 
suggested that the New South Wales Cricket Association combine with the controlling 
bodies in cycling, swimming, rugby and athletics to form a sports club. 
 
Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-committee to inquire into 
the possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the Association.  This committee's 
recommendation that the Association make an arrangement with the Commercial 
Travellers' Club in Pitt Street to use their premises was rejected. 
 
The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a NSWCA 
meeting, but it was not until 1936 that the Association decided to build a club in its new 
building in George Street. 
 
The prominent solicitor Syd Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-storey building 
in George Street for 54,803 pounds, drafted a constitution for the Cricketers' Club in August 
1938, and the club was registered as a company on 14 November, 1939, two months after 
the outbreak of World War II, and opened for business on 1 July 1940. 
 
From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the development of 
cricket.  Two cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket House for members to practice 
during lunch hours and these nets remained in operation until 1953. 
 
Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick batsman Jack Chegwyn aware 
of big possibilities for country tours by teams of leading players from the State's 
representative sides.  Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one 
century in his five matches for NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for 
the pioneering work he did in the bush with teams selected at the Cricketers' Club. 
 
By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most Sydney grade 
cricketers were members and at the end of that year the Club made a 1000 pound loan to 
the NSWCA to help the Association continue operating at a time when it had no income 
from Test or Sheffield Shield cricket.  
 
 Annual games at the SCG v the NSWCA commenced in 1965.The Cricketers' Club 
entered a side in the City & Suburban competition in 1971, and since moving to Barrack 
Street in 1981 has continued to play regularly in that competition.  Over the years many 
Test players have appeared for the Club, including Richie Benaud, Alan Davidson, Keith 
Miller, Arthur Morris, Bill Watson, Geoff Lawson, Greg Matthews, Allan Turner, Mike 
Whitney, Richard Collinge and Trevor Chappell. In 1971, 7 club members were in Don 
Bradman’s nomination for the best eleven Australian cricketers of the past 50 years. 
 
Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the Club introduced a rule automatically granting 
membership to Australian Test players.  The England and Australian teams in the 1988 
Bicentenary match in Sydney played for a trophy donated by the Cricketers' Club. 

Cricketers' Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and Suburban 
competition for more than 30 years.  The Club has hosted numerous touring teams from 
countries such as England, Canada, Malaysia, India, the West Indies, New Zealand and  
the USA.  Overseas tours have become common. 

With the liquidation of the registered club and the loss of its Barrack Street premises in 
2001, the cricket and golf players retained the name and logo and continue to play, as a  
new incorporated association, still  called “The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales, Inc”.  
The Club is now closely affiliated to the Sports Club of New South Wales in Hunter Street, 
Sydney. 
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Editor's note:  Jack Pollard (1926-2002) was the author of over 80 sports related books, 
and numerous outstanding cricket books including an authoritative five volume history of 
Australian cricket.  He also wrote the most popular of all Australian cricket encyclopaedias, 
entitled “The Game and The Players”. 
 
                                                 Editor's Note 
The Club has undertaken 17 overseas tours in the last sixteen years: 
 
1989   Fiji 
1991   Asia, involving matches in Hong Kong, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Johore & 

Singapore 
1992   Christchurch, New Zealand 
1993   Christchurch, New Zealand 
1993   North America 
1994   Malaysia and Singapore 
1995   Auckland, New Zealand 
1996   Barbados/Trinidad 
1997   England 
1998   Norfolk Island 
1999   Lord Howe 
1999   South Africa 
2000   Vanuatu 
2001   Bali 
2002   Kenya 
2003  Sri Lanka 
2004  Cook Islands  
 
 
The Cricketers' Club has approximately 100 active cricketers.  The Club also has a golf 
section.  Of those 100 cricketers, approximately 30 play for the Club on Saturdays, and 
another 70 on Sundays and in mid-week games. 
 
In the City and Suburban competition on Saturday afternoons, the Club plays about 24 
matches a season.  These are generally about 35 overs a side, although by agreement, 
they are sometimes extended to 40 overs.  The C&S "competition" does not have a formal 
league table and not all clubs in the competition play each other.  Nevertheless cricket is 
played in a competitive manner, and at its best, would probably equate to the standard of 
Sydney 3rd-4th Grade Cricket, although considerably shortened.  In recent seasons, the 
Club has lost very few C&S games. 
 
On Sundays, the Club plays eleven fixtures in a competitive over 40's "Masters" league, in 
which the Club's position has varied from league winners to bottom.  These are 40 over a 
side games.  Six bowlers must be used, and batsmen must retire on scoring 40 runs. 
 
The Club also plays about 15 other competitive but "friendly" fixtures, on grounds varying 
from major national grounds such as the MCG, SCG, the Gabba, Telstra (Olympic) 
Stadium and Bradman Oval, Bowral, to small country grounds such as Dooralong, 
Mandalong, and Crookwell.  Opposition includes teams such as the Canberra Club, the 
Melbourne Cricket Club, the Queensland Cricketers' Club, the Primary Club, Lords 
Taverners, Kookaburras, Molongolo and usually a couple of overseas touring sides. These 
are generally full day games of about 45-50 overs a side. In February 2004, the Club was 
invited by the S.C.G. Trust and Cricket NSW to represent the Civilian population of the 
State in a match against the Military to celebrate 150 years of cricket at the S.C.G. 
 
In the 2003-2004 season, the Club played over fifty fixtures, including two overseas tours, 
and used over 100 players. 
 
The Club is currently contactable c/o the Secretary, Adrian Hawkes, 31 Killarney Drive, 
Killarney Heights, NSW 2087 (Tel: (612) 9451 7436 (H) or 9262 6188 (B)) or 
ahawkes@pikepikefenwick.com.au; see web site at www.ccnsw.com  
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FLIGHTS-QANTAS 
 
 

 
Wed  7July Dep Sydney      09.20     Arrive Cairns           12.20    QF 924 
Wed 7 July Dep Melbourne 09.50 Arrive Cairns            1305 QF 702 
Thur15July* Dep Cairns       17.10 Arrive Sydney          20.10 QF 927 
Thur15July Dep Cairns       14.05 Arrive Melbourne     17.25 QF 703 
Sun 18July* Dep Cairns       17.10 Arrive Sydney          20.10 QF 927 
 
 
 * Some departing from Cairns on Thursday 15 July and balance on Sunday 18th July 
 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
 

Oasis Resort, 122 Lake Street, Cairns, Qld. 4870 
 Tel:-07 4080 1888; Fax:-07 4080 1889 ; 

 E-mail:- info@oasis-cairns.com.au    
Web address:- www.oasis-cairns.com.au    

 
 
 
Accommodation and travel to Cairns arranged by Frank Crowe of Harvey World Travel, 
North Richmond Branch, Shop 3, 23-25 Bell’s Line of Road, North Richmond, N.S.W. 
2754.Tel: (61-(0)-2) 4571-3388; Fax: 4571-3389; 
E-Mail-frank.northrichmond@harveyworld.com.au  

 
 

 
 

FIXTURES AND SOCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 

      DATE     LOCATION          OPPOSITION  TIME 
Weds    7 July Bundaberg Rum Stadium Pre-Test dinner 18.30 
Thurs     8 July Association Grounds Lords Taverners XI * 10.00 
Fri          9July Bundaberg Rum Stadium Sri Lanka Test Match starts 10.00 
Sat      10 July Cairns Lagoon(Waterfront) Lords Taverners Breakfast# 07.00 
Sun     11 July t.b.c. Game 2 t.b.c.* 10.00 
Tues   13 July Bundaberg Rum Stadium Sri Lanka Test Match ends 17.00 
Wed   14 July Bundaberg Rum Stadium Wish I Was XI (35 overs) 09.00 

 
*  Games will be 40 overs p side unless otherwise specified 
# Guest speakers Jim Maxwell and ABC Commentary team and Jimmy 
   Maher 
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WILFRED RHODES ON CRICKET 
In 1899, Rhodes bowled to W.G. Grace who scored 78. In 1930 he bowled to Bradman who 

also scored 78. In his last first class match, he had Bradman missed three times off his 
bowling. 

 
“When George Hirst got you out, you were out. When Wilfred got you out you were out twice, because 
he knew by then how to get you out in the second innings too.” 
Roy Kilner comparing the merits of Hirst and Rhodes 

 
“Tha knows one thing I learned about cricket: tha can’t put in what God left out. Tha sees two kinds of 
cricketers, them that uses a bat as if they were shovelling muck and them that plays proper, and like as 
not God showed both of ‘em how to play.” (1969) 

 
“Footwork doesn’t mean moving your feet all over the place. It’s positioning.” 

 
“There’s more ways of getting out than is shown in t’rules.” 

 
“We’ll get them in singles.”- (Apocryphal) 
George Hirst to Wilfred Rhodes before a last wicket stand of fifteen to beat Australia at the Oval in 1902 

 
“It’s a tale. I don’t think any cricketer would believe it. There’d have been just as much sense if he’d said: 
‘We’ll get them in sixes.’ ” 
-Wilfred Rhodes on the “We’ll get them in singles” remark 

 
“If a batsman thinks it’s spinning, then it’s spinning.” (1947) 
 
“Best ball on a sticky pitch is a spinning half volley.” 
 
“In Yorkshire, we don’t play this game for fun.” 
 
“I’ve no doubt in my own mind who was the best, and I’ve bowled against a few. It was Bradman. Why, 
I’ve seen him come in, and put the first ball straight back past the bowler for four. And the second. And 
the third. Twelve runs just like that. Every ball was a good ball and the strokes were not really attacking 
strokes. But you should have seen the sheer pace of them.” 
 
“When I’m coming, I say ‘yes’, and when I’m not, I say ‘no’.” 
Rhodes explaining how he took quick singles with Hobbs 
 
“The cut never was a business stroke.” 
 
“The art of bowling is to get the batsman’s feet in the wrong place” 

 
WOMEN’S CRICKET 

 
“Ladies playing cricket-absurd. Just like a man trying to knit.” 
Sir Leonard Hutton –former England Captain 

 
“We’ve always set the trend. Remember, women cricketers were the first to bowl overarm.” 
Rachel Heyhoe-Flint- former England Captain 

 
“Professional Coaching is a man trying to get you to keep your legs together when other men have 
spent a lifetime trying to get them wider apart.” 
Rachel Heyhoe-Flint 
 
“The days of women’s cricket being seen as a knicker parade must be over.” 
Norma Izard -former England team manager (1993) 
 
“Statistics aren’t everything.” 
Ann Mitchell, President of the Australian Women’s Cricket Council defending the omission of Denise 
Annets (average 81.9 in 13 Tests) from the tour of New Zealand. Denise had claimed she was dropped 
because she was not a lesbian. (1994) 



- 6 - 
 
 

History of the New South Wales Sports Club 
www.nswsportsclub.com.au 

 
 
Originally established in 1896 as the New South Wales Amateur Sports Club, the Club incorporated in 
1900 as the New South Wales Sports Club Ltd and moved into its present premises at 10-14 Hunter 
Street, Sydney which it originally leased, before purchasing the freehold in 1912. 
 
The original role of the Club was to foster the development of amateur sports in New South Wales, 
providing a headquarters and administrative skills to enable them to grow.  In this role the Club was 
remarkably successful and can justly claim to have played a formative role in New South Wales in the 
development of sports such as: 
 

• Boxing 
• Billiards 
• Lawn Tennis 
• Soccer 
• Rugby Union 
• Australian Rules 
• Rowing 
• Others, such as Baseball, Fencing, Hockey, Lacrosse, Motor Cycling and Table Tennis 
 

By contrast by 1896, cricket was already well developed as a major national – perhaps the only national 
– and international sport in Australia, and the New South Wales Sports Club was not involved in its 
development. 
 
It was perhaps no coincidence that the Club was formed in the same year as the creation of the modern 
Olympics, a movement whose ideals it shared.  The Club was to play a major role in the initial 
organisation of Australian Olympic Sport. 
 
Olympic Teams sent abroad in 1928, 1932 and 1936 were all organised and partly financed by the Club, 
and the Manager of the Australian Team was a member of the Sports Club.  The Club was also 
prominent in the establishment of the Empire (now Commonwealth) Games in 1938 in Sydney. 
 
With increasing professionalism in sport, the role of the Club as the predominant organiser of amateur 
sport in New South Wales began to diminish after the Second World War.  While refurbished in recent 
years, the Club retains much historic memorabilia.  Reciprocity with inter-state and international clubs 
has grown with clubs from as far afield as England, India, Singapore, South Africa, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and the U.S.A. 
 
In terms of facilities, the Club has five floors, comprising a Bistro and Bar on the Ground Floor, the Press 
Club on the 1st Floor, Meeting Rooms on the 2nd Floor, a refurbished ‘Old World’ Members Bar on the 3rd 
Floor, and the Hunter Dining Room on the 4th Floor.  The Club still retains a Snooker Room with two first 
class antique tables on the 5th Floor, keeping its links with 1896. 
 
In terms of playing facilities for members, the Club runs social golf events and an annual internal cricket 
match, but does not run, as does the Cricketers’ Club, a regular weekly fixture list, and annual overseas 
tours.  The main function of the Sports Club today would probably be as a social and dining club in the 
centre of Sydney’s CBD where members may meet for business or pleasure, to eat and drink. 
 
It is to be hoped that many members of the old Cricketers’ Club will take up the offer of membership of 
the Sports Club, and recognise and honour its impressive history and traditions. The new Cricketers’ 
Club of New South Wales Inc. hopes to complement these traditions on the field of play, and in the 
tradition of many amateur associations over the past century, will be privileged to be able to use the 
premises of the Sports Club as its de facto headquarters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
                                              OF WHOM WAS THIS SAID: 

(1)    Wherever the ball was bowled, there she was hit away, and in the most severe, venomous style.   
Besides that, he was so remarkably safe a player; he was safer than the Bank…He was quite a young 
man when he joined the Hambledon Club; and even in that stage of his playing, I hardly ever saw a man 
with a finer command of his bat…he rapidly attained to the extraordinary accomplishment of being the 
finest player that has appeared within the latitude of more than half a century. There can be no 
exception against his batting on the severity of his hitting. Yet in this single fact, I think I have known him 
excelled, but when he could cut them off the point of his bat, he was in his glory; and upon my life, their 
speed was at the speed of thought. One of the most beautiful sights that can be imagined ..was to see 
him make himself up to hit a ball. It was the beau-ideal of grace, animation and concentrated energy.”- 
John Nyren- “The Cricketers of my Time” (1832) 

 
a. John Small 
b. John Wisden 
c. William Beldham –“Silver Billy” 

 
(2)   Undoubtedly he was one of the greatest slow left –handed spinners of all time. His record testifies to 
that. No Australian left-hander of that type was [         ]’s equal and of the Englishmen I saw, [        ],         
 [         ], and Underwood, there is no doubt that [          ] was as good or even better than the others. His 
run to the wicket was amiable and just long enough to get him into a perfect delivery position. His control 
of length and line was immaculate. He had a placid temperament and was a fine sportsman with none of 
the tantrums one sometimes sees from others.”- D.G.Bradman (1986) 
 
 a. Wilfred Rhodes 
 b. Jack “Farmer “ White 
 c. Hedley Verity   
 
(3) The measure of [        ]’s genius is not to be found in any figures; it was essentially qualitative 
rather than quantitative, revealed in times of spontaneous art rather than in any acquired technique. 
He had the lissom and co-ordinated body of a natural athlete; like all great batsmen he seemed to 
sight the ball as soon as it left the bowler’s hand, and he moved into his strokes with effortless and 
perfectly balanced ease. There was no limit to their range or flaw in their fluency or timing.; the 
better the bowling, the more difficult the wicket, the more likely was his genius to rise to the 
challenge.” -H.S. Altham –“The World of Cricket” (1966) 
 
 a. Victor Trumper 
 b. Kumar Ranjitsinhji  
 c. Charlie Macartney 
 

(4)   [          ] was a terror and he’d tanned us so bad in the match before, we reckoned in this game we ‘d 
make him go and fetch ‘em so we bowled wide on the off side. He fetched ‘em all right. He went off like a 
spring trap and, before you’d seen his feet move, he was standing on the off side of his stumps, pulling 
’em over the square leg boundary.”-Wilfred Rhodes quoted in “Hirst and Rhodes” by A.A. Thomson 

 
a. Donald Bradman 
 b. Gilbert Jessop  
 c. Victor Trumper 

 
For Answers see page 15. 



 

  

CAPTAINCY 
 

“The sure sign of greatness is an ability to stand alone, to accept as inevitable that people 
are saying things behind your back that they would not dream of saying to your face.” 
Neville Cardus  in  “Good Days” (1934). 
 
“Amateurs always have, and always will make, the best captains, and that is only natural.” 
A.G. Steel (1888). 

 
“Pray God, no professional shall ever captain England. I love and admire them all but we 
have always had an amateur skipper, and when the day comes when we shall have no 
more amateurs captaining England, it will be a thousand pities.” - Lord Hawke (1925). 

 
“The Maharaja of Porbander captained the first All-India team to tour England in 1932; he 
played in only six matches, invariably batted late in the order and did not bowl. His tally for 
the Tour was six runs in six innings. Porbander was said to have owned more 
Rolls-Royces than he scored runs on the Tour.”-Mike Brearley-“The Art of Captaincy” (1985). 

 
“On Friday, I watched J. M. Brearley directing his fieldsmen very carefully. He then looked 
up at the sun and made a little gesture which suggested that it should move a little 
squarer. Who is this man?”  -Letter to the Guardian (1981). 

 
“Hey, hey, hey, hey! I’m talking to you. Come here, come here, come here, come here…. 
Do that again and you’re on the next plane home, son … What was that? You f****** test 
me and you’ll see.” 
Allan Border having a conversation with his opening bowler, Craig McDermott who wanted to bowl 
from the other end (at Taunton 1993) 
 
“What do you think this is, a f****** tea party? No you can’t have a f****** glass of water. 
You can f****** wait like the rest of us.” 
Allan Border refusing Robin Smith ‘s request at Trent Bridge Test 1989.  
 
“All right, if that’s the way you feel, let’s get a Queenslander out here.” 
Allan Border dissuading Dean Jones from retiring during his epic double century in the tied Test in 
Madras in 1986. 
 
“One of you bugger off and the rest scatter.” 
Keith Miller captaining New South Wales on taking the field and being told he had 12 men. 
 
“Wilfred Rhodes said he [Lord Hawke] was a very good captain because he always did 
what he was told. For example, Wilfred would say, ‘Now my Lord, you go into the outfield. 
I’ll have a natter with the boys.’ ”  Sir Leonard Hutton as recorded by Michael Marshall in 
“Gentlemen and Players” (1987). 
 
“He could never make up his mind whether to call heads or tails.” 
Ray Illingworth (Yorkshire and England) on Colin Cowdrey (Kent and England). 
 
“The ability to tap the boyhood sources of energy and illusion is essential in most highly 
competitive activities, and we would hesitate to back a fully adult person (should one exist) 
in any serious contest. There is nothing like a sudden upsurge of maturity to impair the will 
to win.” Times Literary Supplement (June 1981) as quoted by Mike Brearley  in “The Art of Captaincy” 
               
 
 
 
 



 

  

THE 4 AGES OF CRICKET 
 
The Age of Innocence or Youth 
 
The Age when you arrive on the cricket ground half an hour before the match is supposed 
        to start   
The Age when it’s only a question of whether you bat number one or number two,  
       where it’s a question, as far as bowling is concerned, as to which end you open. 
The Age where you walk as of right to cover point, 
       where your definition of a quick run is a fairly thick edge to first slip. 
When to wear a box is a sign of extreme effeminacy. 
       And when after the game you jump into some fast sports car, in the  
       passenger seat of which is seated a delicious blonde, and as you drive away,  
       happy with the thought that she will be even easier to attain than that century 
       which the scorer was at that moment inscribing in the book against your name. 
 
The Age of Discretion or the Age of the Middle Man 
 
The Age when you arrive on the ground just as the umpires are walking out. 
The Age where you can with difficulty be persuaded to bat as high as number six. 
The Age where you expect, and sometimes get, a couple of overs before tea  
       when the match is over. 
The Age when to forget your box is worse than forgetting your wife’s birthday. 
The Age when after the game you slip off, quickly home in the car, to your wife 
       to avoid a row.  
 
The Age of Senility 
 
The Age when to be placed number ten is just a little too high. 
      Where to be asked to bowl is a deliberate and calculated insult. 
The Age when fielding is only possible with the feet. 
The Age when you define a short run as a very slow hit ball to deep extra cover. 
The Age when your box has become a permanent appendage to your truss. 
The Age when, after the game, you may be found, sitting in the local pub harbouring  
       improper, but alas, impractical thoughts about the aged and unattractive barmaid. 
 
The Age of Retirement 
 
The Age where no longer can you play, 
       but where you perambulate around the perimeter of the ground– 
       a magnificent silhouette against the dying sun, 
       when you pour out to anyone foolish enough to listen, an unending stream of 
      apocryphal stories of your youth 
The Age when your box reposes on your dressing table-  
      a receptacle for spare collar studs. 
The Age, alas, when sex is no more than a Latin numeral. 
 
 Humphrey Tilling – Speech to the Forty Club (1957) on its 21st anniversary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

PLAYER PROFILES 
 

 
 
ROBERT ARC Aged 40                                          Technician Cash dispensing machines 
 
Right hand bat and medium pace bowler who will be playing his first game for three years, 
after a serious achilles injury. Played for West Pymble in Sydney “park” cricket and played  
on two tours, to South America and Trinidad, and to England with the Manly Waratahs. 
 
MARTIN BERRY #114 Aged 53                                                                         Retired 
Lawyer 
 
Former opening bat who has now slipped down the order, but still a useful leg spin bowler. 
Has played in PNG and also in the ACT. Toured Sri Lanka with the Cricketers’ Club. Coming 
with his partner Nikki.  
 
BRIAN BREAKSPEAR # 97 Aged 58                                                       Retired Police 
Officer 
 
Aggressive left hand upper order bat and medium pace left arm bowler.  Captained  the 
representative NSW Police side to England in 1997 and a member of the subsequent 
representative Australian police side also to England. Has played most of his cricket for 
Yaralla in the Sydney C&S competition, but now plays regularly for The Cricketers’ Club in 
the Masters. Has  toured New Zealand, Fiji and Canada with police sides; Sri Lanka with St 
George Grade Club and South Africa and Vanuatu with  CCNSW. Coming with his wife, Joy. 
 
STEVE CROSS #54 Aged 53                                                                                    Dentist 
 
Right hand bat and off spin bowler who likes to chat with the opposition both on and off the 
field. Patron of North Richmond Club and former First Grade Premier winner. Still takes 
wickets and puts a high price on his wicket but now troubled by poor knees. Has toured 
England, Norfolk Island, South Africa, Vanuatu, Bali, Kenya, Sri Lanka and the Cook Islands 
with the Cricketers’ Club. A polymath with a wide range of interests, particularly in geology. 
Coming with his wife Jennifer. 

 
ROSS DALGLEISH #117 Aged 49                                                                         Barrister 
 
Technically correct right hand upper order bat. Used to play for Lane Cove in Shires and 
lower Grade with North Sydney; has played in England for the House of Lords, and in Hong 
Kong. Currently plays most of his cricket for Warringah C.C. in the “Masters”. This will be his 
third tour with the Cricketers’ Club, having gone to Sri Lanka last September and the Cook 
Islands last Easter. Coming with his wife Marie, and two young teenage daughters, Alice and 
Beth. 

 
 ADRIAN HAWKES #18  Aged 56                                                                            Solicitor 

 
Right hand medium pace seam and swing bowler and lower order bat. Until aged 39 played 
most of his cricket in the U.K., where he took over one thousand wickets (including four hat 
tricks, one in the opening over of a game)  before meeting his wife, Jenny, a New Zealander, 
on a cricket tour of Australia and emigrating here, after a honeymoon on a cricket tour of 
South America.  Has  played and watched cricket in about twenty two countries in Europe, 
North America, S.E. Asia, South America, South Africa, Kenya, India, Pakistan, Fiji, 
Australia, Norfolk and Lord Howe Islands, New Zealand, Vanuatu, Bali, Sri Lanka and the 
Cook Islands.  This will be his fourteenth  tour with the Cricketers’ Club. Coming with his 
wife, Jenny and fourteen year old son, Iain.  
 
BRYAN HENSHAW Aged 47                                                 Computer Software Manager 
 
Fluent and hard hitting middle order bat and useful right hand military medium pace bowler. 
Played First grade on the Central Coast and then for Army and Combined Services in his 
youth and now plays for Molonglo CC in Canberra for whom he has been Club Captain for 
the past 16 years. Coming with his wife Maureen and adult daughter Louise. 
 



 

  

 
 
 
GRAHAM HOWES #119 Aged 44                                                       Administration Manager 
 
Tall right hand medium pace opening bowler who achieves considerable bounce from his  
height, and lower order bat. Still plays First Grade Sub-District cricket in Melbourne for 
Croydon. Toured Sri Lanka with the Cricketers’ Club last year. 
 
GARTH JONES Aged 61                                                                                    Removalist 
 
Slow right hand bowler who follows Wilfred Rhodes dictum-“if the batsman thinks it’s 
spinning, it’s spinning!” Very occasional right hand bat. Captained Balgowlah C.C for twenty 
years, and has organised and played in about nine  tours to England with the Manly 
Waratahs, and also tours to South America, North America and West Indies. Still plays for 
the Cricketers’ Club  in occasional Sunday games. Coming with his wife, Irene. 
 
GIL MCGRATH #125 Aged 57                                                                        Project Manager 
 
Right hand off spin bowler and tail-end bat who plays for St Peters on Saturdays and for 
Lindfield in the Masters on Sundays. Has toured Sri Lanka with the Cricketers’ Club. Coming 
with his wife, Judy. 
 
 
OWEN MURRAY  Aged 48                                                                                   Carpenter 
 
Useful right hand middle order bat and good off-spinner who has played First Grade Shires 
for Epping and Pennant Hills in his youth, but now plays mostly Masters and on Sundays. 
His bowling has come to predominate in recent years. Has been on three tours to England 
and one to South America and West Indies, but has not toured before with the Cricketers’ 
Club. 
 
 
IAN NEIL #126 Aged 43                                                                                           Barrister 
  
Stubborn right hand bat with strong forward defensive and good sweep. Has played most of 
his cricket in lower grades for Sydney University and Lane Cove and Lindfield. Toured Sri 
Lanka with the Cricketers’ Club. Coming with his wife, Michele and two young sons, Angus  
and Lachlan. 
 
 
STUART STOCKDALE Aged 53                                                       Chartered Accountant 
 
Aggressive middle order right hand bat and occasional  left arm spinner who now plays most 
of his cricket for the Melbourne Cricket Club, where he is a senior member of the XXIX 
Committee. A nine times premiership player during his 35 years of senior cricket, he is a 
regular tourist, having played in England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, China, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Malaysia and Fiji. Along with cricket enjoys red wine, Aussie Rules, tennis and 
golf. 
 
WAYNE TEDESCHI Aged 36                                                                            Crane driver 
 
Right hand upper order bat and medium pace left hand bowler, who has played in local 
competitions in Sydney for Woolwich Pier in Gladesville District Competition, and also in 
Perth. His footwork has suffered because of recent serious accident but still a  useful player 
and an excellent fielder. 
 
KEN YARDY #113 Aged 40                                                                                Solicitor 
 
Right hand late order bat, occasional keeper and right hand medium pace bowler.  Played in 
NSW Central Coast ‘A’ Grade for Doyalson-Wyee and scored a century on debut.  Had not 
played serious cricket for some years but persuaded to come out of retirement to tour Kenya 
and then Sri Lanka and the Cook Islands with the Cricketers’ Club. This will be his fourth tour 
with the Club. Coming with his wife, Leigh and two young daughters, Emma and Kate. 



 

  

 
 
 

                        WALTZING MATILDA 
                    (The real Australian National Anthem) 
 
  Oh! There once was a swagman camped in the Billabong 
  Under the shade of a Coolabah tree, 
  And he sang as he looked at his old billy boiling 
  ‘ Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me?’ 
 
  Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda my darling, 
  Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me? 
  Waltzing Matilda and leading a waterbag 
  Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me? 
 
  Down came a jumbuck to drink at the waterhole, 
  Up jumped the swagman and grabbed him in glee; 
  And he sang as he put him away in his tuckerbag, 
  “You’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me.” 
 
  Down came the squatter riding his thoroughbred; 
  Down came policemen-one, two, three. 
  “Whose is the jumbuck you’ve got in your tuckerbag? 
  You’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me.” 
 
  But the swagman, he up and he jumped into the waterhole, 
  Drowning himself by the Coolabah tree, 
  And his ghost may be heard as it sings in the Billabong, 
  “Who’ll come a-waltzing Matilda with me?” 
 
 A.B. Paterson 

           Saltbush Bill J.P. and Other Verses (1917) 
 
N.B. The line ”You’ll never take me alive, said he” does not appear in the original poem. 
 
   All England XI v Australia Greeting card (c1900) 
 
                                             When first Australia met the lion 

Upon the cricket field 
She found she had a lot to learn 
      And to the best must yield 

 
But since that time, the kangaroo 

Has practised at the wicket 
And British Lions have had to say 

Australians can play cricket. 
 
 

HOWZAT? - or  Cricket’s version of “Whose on First?” 
 

You have two sides, one out in the field and one in. 
Each man’s that’s in the side that’s in, goes out and when he’s out, he comes in and 

the next man goes in until he’s out. 
When they are all out, the side that’s out, comes in and the side that’s been in, goes 

out and tries to get those coming in out. 
Sometimes you get men still in and not out. 



 

  

When both sides have been in and out, including the not outs, that’s the end of the 
game! 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advance Australia Fair 
 

 
Australia’s sons let us rejoice, 
(Australians all let us rejoice), 
For we are young and free; 
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil, 
Our home is girt by sea; 
Our land abounds in Nature’s gifts 
Of beauty rich and rare; 
In history’s page, let every stage 
Advance Australia fair! 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
When gallant Cook from Albion sail’d, 
To trace wide oceans o’er, 
True British courage bore him on, 
Till he landed on our shore. 
Then here he raised Old England’s flag, 
The standard of the brave; 
With all her faults we love her still, 
“Brittania rules the wave!” 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
Beneath our radiant Southern Cross, 
We’ll toil with hearts and hands; 
To make our youthful 
Commonwealth 
(To make this Commonwealth of 
ours) 
Renowned of all the lands; 

For loyal sons beyond the seas 
(For those who’ve come across the 
seas) 
We’ve boundless plains to share 
With courage let us all combine  
To advance Australia fair. 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
While other nations of the globe 
Behold us from afar, 
We’ll rise to high renown and shine 
Like our glorious southern star; 
From England, Scotia, Erin’s Isle, 
Who come our lot to share, 
Let all combine with heart and hand 
To advance Australia fair! 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
Shou’d foreign foe e’er sight our coast, 
Or dare a foot to land, 
We’ll rouse to arms like sires of yore 
To guard our native strand; 
Brittania then shall surely know, 
Beyond wide ocean’s roll, 
Her sons in fair Australia’s land 
Still keep a British soul. 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!”

 
 
 
Note:  Composed by Peter Dodds McCormick, probably in 1878.  For Federation 1901, 
McCormick added a reference to the new commonwealth. 
 
In 1984 the song became the national anthem.  Verses 2, 4 and 5 were rejected.  In the 
remaining two verses three lines were reworked (the new lines appear in brackets) 
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RAY LINDWALL                KEITH MILLER

          In those stirring post war days 
As flannelled fools resumed their cricket 
When the pacemen walked back briskly 

And there was no covered wicket, 
When the fans sat on the hillside 

As they browsed the sporting pages 
Then Australia’s opening bowler  
Was the greatest seen in ages. 

 
He was sheer exhilaration. 

He had speed and guile and cunning. 
While his action was poetic 

His results were simply stunning. 
He was Raymond Russell Lindwall. 

There was none to doubt his greatness 
And he swung the ball so sweetly 
You could not believe its lateness. 

 
You could hear the seagulls landing 

As he launched into his run up. 
Then his stride would lengthen slowly. 

He was like the tide at sun up. 
He had every eye upon him 

Almost bursting at the sockets 
And the roars would fill the oval 

As the batsman played his rockets. 
 

How we loved to watch Ray Lindwall. 
He was such a bowling master. 

When he bowled to Leonard Hutton 
He would bowl a half yard faster 

And we boys who came to watch him 
All aspired to his action. 

Now the memory of his greatness 
Still brings many satisfaction. 

 
We’ve had pace men through the ages 

And their names will stand forever; 
From the demon bowler Spofforth 
Who was quick as he was clever. 
We’ve had Gregory, McDonald, 
We’ve had Davidson and Lillee 

And to say one stood above them 
May sound just a little silly. 

 
But to those who came to watch him 

In those matches in the forties 
When he bowled those dipping yorkers 
As the batsmen launched their sorties, 

There was never such a bowler, 
There was never such a sight 
As my boyhood hero Lindwall 

When he bowled as quick as light. 
 

 
PETER FENTON is the author of six books 
on Sport, a well known rugby coach and a 
frequent after dinner speaker 

.  I read by chance the other day 
That Keith Miller had been ill 

And my thoughts went rushing madly 
To my boyhood on the Hill. 

He had skippered New South Wales 
When the Blues were truly great 
And he led his men out proudly  

With a swagger in his gait. 
 

He’d come up north from Melbourne 
Where he’d repped at Aussie Rules 

A muddied oaf was Nugget, 
Midst a flock of flannelled fools, 

As such he is a member 
Of a rare and special band. 

His name is rightly honoured  
In the new Great Southern Stand. 

 
He fielded in the slips 

And then he bowled with hostile pace. 
He batted up the order 

With a blend of force and grace. 
He played the game with passion  

And he had tremendous skill. 
His reckless gay abandon 
Made him Hero of the Hill. 

 
He bowled off thirteen paces; 
He would charge in at a rate 
And then to irk the batsman 

He would come off six or eight. 
The crowd would roar approval 
As his longish hair flew back. 

He would steam in to the wicket 
Like a loco in its track. 

 
                   I saw him loft a leggie  

For a sixer in a Test. 
I’d seen some mighty sixers 
But I liked this one the best. 

The man beside the sightscreen 
Saw it proudly pass his way, 

A rather decent effort 
For the first shot of the day. 

 
 

That’s how he played his cricket 
In those heady post war days. 

He was a sheer sensation 
               In so many different ways, 
            A great and gifted sportsman 
               And a joy for all to see. 
           We fans owed much to Miller; 
               Keith Ross Miller, M.B.E. 
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THE CRICKETERS CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES -THE COLOURS AND EMBLEM 
 

“True to the Blue” 
 
New South Wales-Why the name? 
 
Originally part of “New Holland”, It became known as “New South Wales” after Cook’s 
exploration of the East Coast of what is now called “Australia” in 1770, although whether 
Cook personally at the time called it New South Wales, and if so, why, is still a subject of 
doubt and scholarly speculation. Possibly Cook originally called it “New Wales”, by 
analogy with the islands of “New Britain”, which had originally been part of New Guinea. 
What is certain is that the name emerged later after he had dispatched his Journal to the 
Admiralty. Why “Wales” and why “South Wales” will probably never be known. 
 
Royal Blue –why the colour? 
 
When intercolonial cricket commenced in the 1850s, the Victorians wore dark blue 
trousers and white shirts. NSW wore white trousers and light blue shirts. They became 
known as the “Light Blues”. In 1904-5, the colour changed to Royal Blue. The colour 
remains Royal 
Blue and the NSW team still remains known by its traditional name as “the Blues” 
 
Comparison to “the Green and Gold” 
 
“The Blues” can trace their origin approximately 40 years before the adoption of the 
traditional Australian “Green and Gold”, which were not adopted as national colours till the 
Australian tour to England in 1899 nor for home Tests until after Federation in 1902. Prior 
to that time it had been customary in home Tests to wear the colours of the State in which 
the match was played-i.e.-dark blue in Victoria and light blue in NSW. 
 
The first Australian touring team to England in 1878 wore black and white; the 1880 team 
–faded magenta and black; the 1882 team wore the colours of the 96th regiment-red, black 
and yellow. That then changed to the red white and blue of the Melbourne Cricket Club, 
although once, the light blue caps of the East Melbourne Club were used. By 1890, the 
team had adopted dark blue blazers and caps, with gold trim with, for the first time, the 
Australian Coat of Arms. It was the 1899 team to England that first adopted the Green and 
Gold, but it was not until 1902 at the MCG that the Green and Gold were worn in a home 
Test. Thus the Royal Blue colours adopted by The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales 
arguably have an older provenance, dating back to the 1850s, than the national colours 
which only date to the turn of the century. 
 
The Emblem-Why the Cross of St George? 
 
The emblem is taken from the Coat of Arms of the Colony, originally designed in 1875-6, 
and subsequently formally granted by King Edward VII in 1906 and described as:- “Azure, 
a Cross Argent, voided Gules a lion passant guardant and on each member with a Mullet 
of eight points Or “ [I.e.- a red cross with a golden lion at the centre and stars at each 
point]  
The gold crossed bats need no explanation. The cross of St George is English as is the 
lion, and not Welsh. The design comes from the British Royal Navy White Ensign, with 
whom its co-designer Captain Hixson, President of the Marine Board was closely 
connected. 
The connection is with England or perhaps Britain as the home country, not with Wales. It 
remains the official Coat of Arms of New South Wales. 
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Answers to questions on page 7; 1-c Beldham; 2-c Verity; 3-a Trumper; 4-b Jessop



 
 
 

  

ASSOCIATED CLUBS (continued from frontispiece) 
 

ASIA 
Hong Kong Cricket Club 
137 Wong Nei Chung Gap Road 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 574 6266 
www.hkcc.org 

Hong Kong Football Club 
3 Sports Road, Happy Valley 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 830 9500 
www.hkfc.com.hk. 

Calcutta Cricket & Football Club 
19/2 Gurusaday Road 
BALLYGUNGE 
CALCULLTA 19 INDIA 700019 
Ph: 388951/201 
www.calcuttaweb.com/clubs.htm  

The Cricket Club of India 
J.N. Tata Pavilion 
Brabourne Stadium 
Dinshaw Vachha Road 
MUMBAI  INDIA  400 020 
Ph:  9122 2876 051 

BCA Garware Club House 
Wankhede Stadium 
'D' Road 
Churchgate 
MUMBAI INDIA 400 020 
Ph: 285 4444 

Madras Cricket Club 
1 Babu Jagjivan Ram Road 
Chennai 
MADRAS INDIA  600 005 
Ph: 841-797 
www.madrascricketclub.com 

Royal Selangor Club 
PO Box 10137 
Kuala Lumpur, 50704 
MALAYSIA 
Ph: (063) 292 7166 
www.rscweb.org.my 

Colombo Swimming Club 
Storm Lodge, PO Box 863 
148 Galle Road 
COLUMBO SRI LANKA 
Ph:  00 941 421 645 
csc@srilanka.net 

Singapore Cricket Club 
Connaught Drive 
SINGAPORE 0617 
Ph: (0011) 65 338-9271 
www.scc.org.sg/ 

The British Club of Singapore 
73 Bukit Tinggi Road 
SINGAPORE  1128 
Ph:  (0011) 65 467-4611 
www.britishclub.org.sg  

The British Club (Thailand) 
189 Surawong Road, Bangrak, 
BANGKOK THAILAND 10500 
Ph: (662)  234 0247 
www.britishclubbangkok.org 

Kowloon Cricket Club 
10 Cox's Road 
KOWLOON HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 3-674 141 
www.kcc.org.hk/ 

 
Johore Cultural & Sports Club 
623 Jalan Sungai Chat 
80100 Johore Bahru 
Johore MALAYSIA 
07 241 899 
 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Cricketers’ Club of London, 
71, Blandford Street 
LONDON W1 U 8AB 
ENGLAND 
020 7486 2635 
www.cricketers.co.uk 

Bali International Cricket Club 
Jalan Danan Poso 63 
Sanur, Bali, Indonesia 
0361 286 490 
www.balicricket.com  

 

MIDDLE EAST 
Doha Club 
PO Box 3666 
Doha Qatar, Arabian Gulf 
MIDDLE EAST 
Ph: (974) 418822 
www.british-in-qatar.com/dclub.htm  

NEW ZEALAND 
The Cricket Society of Auckland 
Clubrooms, Eden Park 
PO Box 2860 
AUCKLAND 1 NEW ZEALAND 
http://aucklandes.cricketarchive.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 


