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ASSOCIATED CLUBS 
 

AUSTRALIA 
 

Adelaide Sports Club Inc. 
PO Box 119 
EASTWOOD   SA   5063 
Ph: (08) 274-1294 

Ainslie Football & Social Club Inc.          
52 Wakefield Avenue 
PO Box 183 
DICKSON   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248 8422 
www.ainscliefc.com 

The Canberra Club 
45 West Row Street 
CANBERRA   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248-9000 
www.canberraclub.org.au 

Carlton Cricket, Football & Social Club 
(Princess Park) 
PO Box 83 
CARLTON NORTH   VIC   3054 
Ph: (03) 9387-1400 
www.carltonfc.com.au 

Queensland Cricketers Club 
411 Vulture Street 
EAST BRISBANE   QLD   4169 
Ph: (07) 3896 4533 
www.qldcricketersclub.com.au   

Sandringham Club 
92 Beach Street 
SANDRINGHAM   VIC   3191 
Ph: (03) 9598-1322 

The Victorian Club 
Level 41, Rialto Building 
525 Collins Street,  
MELBOURNE,VICTORIA,  3000 
(613) 9614 2127 
www.vicclub.com.au 

WEST INDIES 
Pickwick Cricket Club 
Kensington Oval 
BRIDGETOWN BARBADOS 
Ph:  426-3151 
 

SOUTH AMERICA 
National Club of Sao Paulo 
Rua Angatuba 703 
SAO PAULO  BRAZIL 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Aviat Social and Sporting Club 
Aviat Street (P.O.Box 91, Konedobu 125) 
KONEDOBU 
Ph: 675 321-4261 
www.pngbd.com 

 
CANADA 

 
Toronto Cricket Skating & Curling Club 
141 Wilson Avenue 
TORONTO ONTARIO M5M 3A3 
(416) 487 4581 
 
www.torcricketclub.org 

Vancouver Rowing Club 
PO Box 5206 
Stanley Park 
BRITISH COLUMBIA CANADA V6B 4B3 
Ph:  (604) 687-3400 
www.vancouverrowingclub.com 

ZIMBABWE 
Harare Sports Club 
PO Box 1104 
10th Avenue 
HARARE ZIMBABWE  
Ph: 791151 
 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The Wanderers Club 
21 North Street, Illovo 
PO Box 55019 
Northlands 2116 
JOHANNESBURG 
www.wanderersclub.co.za 

 
 

Associated Overseas Clubs continued at rear after page 25. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 
Editor's Note:  John McGruther was President of the Cricketers' Club for nearly twelve years (and a Director 
for nearly 13 years) until his retirement in May 2000. 
 
 

SRI LANKA TOUR 
 

It is with great delight that I pen this message of encouragement and goodwill 
to my CCNSW Touring players on the eve of what promises to be an 
exhilarating and exciting adventure in Sri Lanka in September. 
 
 
God bless to our tourists.  Please extend to each and every one of your Sri 
Lankan hosts typical CCNSW best wishes, and I look forward to all the 
reportable stories on your return. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
JOHN McGRUTHER PRESIDENT 1989 – 2000 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM HARRY SOLOMONS 

It is with a  great sense of pleasure and “nostalgic pride” that I write this 
message of goodwill to the tourists from the Cricketers’ Club Of New South 
Wales and, of course, to their friends and hosts in exciting and “cricket crazy” 
Sri Lanka. This tour and cricket extravaganza is all the more nostalgic to me 
because as a former Sri Lankan who learnt and played his best cricket in Sri 
Lanka, I then ventured to play quite a few very enjoyable seasons for the 
Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales, having settled in my adopted homeland 
of Australia. 
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Even more nostalgic is the fact that I represented and played most of my 
schoolboy cricket in Galle for St Aloysius College and the Galle Cricket Club of 
which club I am now a life member.  In eleven years of playing cricket, soccer 
and athletics in Galle, I believe I have trodden every blade of grass in the 
Galle Esplanade which was my former home of sport, and in 1988 was 
elevated to Test stadium status. 
 
The memories of this famous old Galle playground flow thick and fast each 
time I see a Test Match being played on this ground on Australian television.  I 
will never forget representing the South Zone on this famous ground as a 
schoolboy against the then might of the Madras Gopalan Trophy team and the 
State Bank of India.  Both these teams contained many a famous Indian Test 
player.  How can I ever forget my brave and daring, but very foolish stunt of 
climbing the old walls of the old Galle Fort with my bare hands and feet as a 
youthful lad living in Galle.  Nor can I ever forget the seriousness of our many 
school matches for St Aloysius College against our traditional rivals, Richmond 
and Mahinda Colleges.  These encounters in cricket and soccer were not only 
a tradition but a means of entertainment and life to the then population of this 
grand old town of Galle. 
 
To the members of the Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales, I urge you to 
savour every bit of excitement, hospitality, cricketing skills and above all the 
smiles you will receive from your Sri Lankan hosts and the people.  They are 
simple, uncomplicated and friendly. 
 
To your Sri Lankan hosts and friends, you have the opportunity of friendships 
and knowledge our sporting ambassadors from Australia bring you.  Use it to 
enrich your lives by joining them in the celebration of their tour. 
  Harry Solomons-“harry@kingsgrovesports.com.au” 
 
Editor’s note:-Harry Solomons is the managing director of Kingsgrove Sports, the largest  
specialist cricket store in Sydney, and is generally regarded as a very generous sponsor of Club 
Cricket and promising young players in NSW.   He was a formidable all rounder, an aggressive 
right hand fast bowler and elegant left hand bat, ”a man of superior worth”, who captained 
Kelani Valley Cricket team in his youth.  S.S. Perera recorded   in their Centennial publication in 
1984 :-“ In their 1971 match at Taldua, H. Solomons, a young planter, an Old Boy of St Aloysius 
College, Galle, hit a hurricane 163 runs with 17 sixes and 3 fours and took 6 for  23 for K.V.  
This was the [then] Ceylon record for the largest number of sixes in an innings in Minor Cricket” 
(The record in 1st class cricket is held by Andrew Symonds with 16 sixes). 
 

GRACE IN GALLE 
 
W. G. Grace’s touring side made a “whistle-stop” tour in 1891. His diary 
remarked: ”Arrangements were made on a scale of generosity”. Grace also 
passed by in 1900.The Governor, Sir Arthur Havelock, was furious when he 
inspected the facilities on the day before the English XI docked. He found the 
delightful ground at Galle (down the coast from Colombo) marqueed and deck 
chaired only for the British Military and the coffee or tea planters down from 
the steep and sensational candy coloured hills. Five hundred seats had been 
laid out as if it were the Henley Regatta, for white Empire loyalists. The charge 
was three rupees which included a local waiter-laddo to serve the drinks. 
“Dismantle those stands and enclosures,’ ordered the splendid Havelock, “and 
make sure all our small fry get a look in”. It is truthful to note , 84 years later, 
that the only marquee that remained upright, guy roped, and beflagged, was 
Governor Havelock’s. At lunch  time on the first day, Havelock entertained one 
of the non-cricketing cruise passengers, H.M.Stanley, the explorer. 
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Such celebrity upstaging made “W.G.” furious. He sulked, refused lunch, and 
went to buy in the bazaar. A contemporary report noted, “Grace was eclipsed 
in terms of attention and disappeared for some time.” Grace’s diary recorded 
simply, “The weather was too hot.” 
 
 
Frank Keating in “Punch” 22.08.1984 on the occasion of Sri Lanka’s first Test 
at Lords 
 
 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CRICKET IN CEYLON AND SRI LANKA 
 

”There is no place in the British Empire where cricket is played more 
enthusiastically and in a finer spirit than in Ceylon”-Sir Pelham 

Warner 1922 
 
Cricket appears to have first been established in Ceylon in the 1820s, by the British 
troops brought in to put down the Sinhalese rebellion in 1818 and the subsequent 
influx of British coffee planters, who acquired Sinhalese land. 
 
The Colombo Cricket Club (which was entirely expatriate- a condition of 
membership that was only dropped in 1961) was founded in 1832 by the colonising 
merchant sportsmen. The only English newspaper of the time, the Colombo 
Journal reported  that “The 97th Regiment had won by 137 notches”. Like the 
Marylebone and Melbourne clubs in England and Australia, the Colombo Cricket 
Club took on the early work of organising cricket, both in Ceylon locally, and 
against visiting teams, and also of organising early All-Ceylon tours to India and 
Burma. 
 
English became the official language; private schools were established, and cricket 
was taught at such schools, where it was regarded as a way of improving morals, 
as well as “manly exercise”. Indeed , Lord Harris (Captain of England and 
Governor of Bengal) who guested for the Royal Academy in 1882, was later to 
describe the cricket field as     “ God’s classroom”.  The Colombo Academy (now 
‘Royal College’) under the guidance of the Reverend Brooke Bailey took a 
prominent early role, later supplemented by Ashley Walker also of The Academy, 
and games with St Thomas (“The Battle of the Blues”) started in 1878. 
 
By the 1860s properly organised cricket was being played in “the outstations” such 
as Galle and Kandy and Kalutara, who were managing to hold their own with 
Colombo.  In 1872, The Malays CC started from a small nucleus of Malayan 
soldiers, serving with the English troops.  In 1873 The Colts CC was established, 
catering for the ethnic Sinhalese and practically comprising the entire Ceylon team 
which used to play annually (commencing 1887) against “the Europeans”, 
defeating them 8 times in the initial 11 games and losing only once.  Other keenly 
competed annual games were “Columbo v Up-Country”.  Dimbulla-Agrapatna and 
Dickoya-Maskeliya were founded ‘up-country’ by the early tea planters (now taking 
over  from coffee).  The up-country climate was more congenial to the settlers and 
Nuwara-Eliya soon became the centre of a large number of English sporting 
families.  The Nondescripts were formed in 1888, to help deal with the increasing 
demand from the Sinhalese native population; originally located on the site of what 
is now the Town Hall, they moved to Maitland Place at the turn of the century.  The 
Colombo Sports Club was also formed to cope with the increasing demands of the 
European population in the Fort Area.  The Sinhalese Sports Club was formed in 
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1900.  The Tamil Union Cricket and Athletic Club and the Moors SC shortly 
followed. 
 
As international cricket grew, Colombo became a convenient half-way staging post 
on the way to and from Australia or England.  The first English team to play in 
Colombo was Ivo Bligh’s in 1882 followed by Lord Sheffield in 1891,for whom W.G. 
Grace played and was bowled by Tommy Kelaart for a duck at Galle Face Green.  
W.L.Murdoch’s Australian side played in Ceylon in 1890.In 1909, All-Ceylon beat 
Monty Noble’s Australian side on the way back from England, with Kelaart having 
match figures of 6/31 and 3/42. The first Australian team to make an extended tour 
was the Revd E.J. Waddy’s New South Welshmen in January 1914.  The side 
contained 2 Test players (Hazlitt and Minnett); nine matches were organised in 
Colombo, Galle, Kandy, Darrawell and Anuradhpura, and they defeated All-Ceylon 
by two wickets.  George Bailey, who was born in Ceylon, was part of Dick 
Gregory’s first Australian team to England in 1878 (although by then, he was living 
in Tasmania). Over the years, many prominent cricketers were to play in Ceylon – 
such as W.G. Grace, Ranjitsinjhi, McLaren, Warner, Hobbs, Barnes and Rhodes.  
From Australia, came players such as Hill, Bardsley, Darling, Trumper, Woodfull, 
Ponsford and of course Bradman.  Bradman, according to Dr. Pope, had his first 
ever  alcoholic drink in Colombo. Apart from North America and Britain, Ceylon 
was the only other country outside Australia, where he was to play. 
 
The early games against international sides used to be played at Galle Face, until 
the Colombo Cricket Club moved to Cinammon Gardens in 1894.  The Colombo 
CC continued to organise such games until the 1920s when the Ceylon Cricket 
Association was formed.  The CCA then took on the role of organising fixtures v 
visiting MCC and Australian sides during the eighteen hours their ship was in 
Colombo to refuel on the way to and from England (Ivo Bligh’s team in 1882 
actually played 2 games, as their ship, the Glenroy, collided with another ship and 
had to return to port!)   In 1934 a combined India-Ceylon side very nearly beat D.R. 
Jardine’s MCC side on its way back from India, until they lost their last 6 wickets for 
32 runs (needing 40 to win) with the English bowlers being warned for deliberately 
running on the pitch, to create rough for Verity to bowl into! 
 
Cricket at this time was entirely amateur and social. Leagues were unknown. It was 
not until 1938 that competitive league cricket came to Ceylon with the inauguration 
of the ‘Daily News Trophy’, between the first division clubs.  In 1948, this was 
displaced by the ‘P. Saravanamuttu Trophy’, with the Daily News Trophy relegated 
to second division clubs. 
 
As late as 1965, cricket was still wholly amateur, confined to Saturday afternoons 
and Sunday all day, along the lines of English amateur club cricket.  There were 
only about10-12 first class matches in a season at most. Thus by 1964, a leading 
Ceylonese writer could bemoan: “The game has not progressed as satisfactorily as 
it was hoped it would although there is no denying the wealth of talent that 
abounds…It is the opportunity to develop that has been denied the Ceylonese 
player”  (R.B. Wijesinha in “The World of Cricket” First Edition 1965). 
 
Little was he to know of the new and more successful era which was about to 
commence under Michael Tissera and Annura Tennekoon, leading up to victory in 
the ICC Trophy in 1979 (for non-Test playing countries); admission into Test 
Cricket in 1981 and initial Test victories v India in 1985, v Pakistan in 1986, v 
England and New Zealand in 1992, v Zimbabwe in 1997 and Australia and South 
Africa in 2000. 
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But of course the event that changed cricket in Sri Lanka and perhaps in part gave 
it the appeal and power to transcend Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict, was their historic 
win in the World Cup in Lahore in 1996 v Australia.  While the game has gained 
popularity amongst ‘the masses’, the problem remains that it is an  expensive 
game to play, and relatively few players come from outside urban Colombo, where 
it is largely the preserve of well resourced private schools. 
-A Hawkes  2003 
 

 
DOUGLAS JARDINE IN CEYLON 1934 

 
“…the last leg of the [India] tour took the MCC team to Ceylon.  It was not a 
happy fortnight.  On the second day of the match against All-Ceylon, there 
was a fair bit of noise coming from students in the one-rupee enclosure.  The 
remarks were mainly aimed at their own players but Jardine took exception 
and held up play.  This had the effect of turning the Crowd against him and the 
whistles and cat-calls started.  At the next interval Jardine insisted that the 
police remove the main offenders.  This was reluctantly agreed to and eight 
people were ejected (having had their one rupee refunded).  Hardly anyone 
turned up to watch the last day’s play. 
 
There was more trouble two days later when half the MCC side failed to arrive 
in time for the start of a one day match against  Galle.  The players were being 
driven the 75 miles from Colombo in four taxis.  Play was due to start at 11 
and by 12, only 3 of the cars had turned up.  Jardine’s party was stuck about 
ten miles from the ground, not entirely surprising, for, as the Ceylon Observer 
pointed out, “They are about the most disgraceful cars that could be 
found…The car in which Jardine was travelling, for instance, had several 
punctures on the way, and carried no spare tyres or tubes.  Later, with so 
many punctures, the tubes , it is said, commenced to rip’.  The stranded party 
was offered lifts by passers- by but, in order to make a point perhaps, Jardine 
said that he would wait until the repairs were carried out.  They turned up 2 
hours late.  “MCC Disappoint Galle Crowd” ran the headline in the local 
paper.” 
 
 From Christopher Douglas-“Douglas Jardine-Spartan Cricketer” 
 
 
“D.R Jardine provided sufficient controversy for a book.  He refused to travel in 
another’s car when the car carrying him broke down at Ambalangoda-20 miles 
and 40 minutes from Galle -and kept about 5000 spectators standing in the 
sun.  The MCC flag at the Colombo ground was hauled down by someone and 
the MCC protested.  There was “hooting” at the All-Ceylon match and Jardine 
refused to continue to play unless the police removed those responsible.  
Jardine had more trouble in this match when umpire W. S. Flindall noticed 
Clarke’s attempt to dig the pitch with his boot.  Dr C.H. Gunasekera made a 
complaint and the incident was reported to the MCC. 
 
Jardine’s petulant behaviour … was no better than his reputation in Australia 
suggested.  The English Captain addressed the boys of Royal College at 
Assembly ”on playing the game”, but his inability to adjust himself on the field 
did him no good.  His repartee with those on the fence brought much 
antagonism”. 
 
                    From S.S.Perera:- “Sri  Lanka’s Cricket Heritage 1832-1996” 



- 6 - 
 
 

 
JHW/BROCHURE-SRI-LANKA-TOUR-2003.doc 

 
Editor’s note-When Jardine made his official report to Lords after the tour he commented on the 
barracking incident:-“Lunatics from the asylum had obviously been let out to witness the 
proceedings.” 
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HISTORY OF CRICKET IN SRI LANKA 
1832 Colombo Cricket Club formed 
1873 First local “Test” – Colombo C.C. v “Up-Country” 
1879 Colombo Academy (now Royal College) plays St Thomas 
1882 Ivo Bligh’s English Team play en route to Australia 
1884 First visit by Australian team to Ceylon – W. Murdoch’s team 
1887 First Match between Europeans and Ceylonese 
1890 W. Murdoch’s Australian team visits Ceylon 
1890-91 First tour from Ceylon to Malaya 
1891 W.G. Grace plays in Ceylon with Lord Sheffield’s XI 
1892 Lord Harris’s XI tour to Ceylon and India 
1894 All-Ceylon play A.E. Stoddart’s XI on way to Australia 
1895 First score over 500 in Ceylon – 518 by Dimbala 
1896 G. Trott’s Australian team visits Ceylon 
1899 First double century in Ceylon – 202* by T.W. Wright 
1899 Ceylon Cricket Annual first published 
1905 First double in Ceylon by Lieut. F.O. Faviell 
1909 All-Ceylon defeat Noble’s Australians on way back from England 
1911 W.T. Greswell takes record 232 wickets in season 
1912 S. Gregory’s Australian team visits Ceylon 
1914 Revd Waddy’s NSW team tours Ceylon 
1922 Ceylon Cricket Association formed 
1926  Herbie Collins’ Australian team play in Ceylon 
1926-27 First MCC Tour (under Arthur Gilligan) to Ceylon 
1930 Don Bradman plays in Ceylon – scores 40 
1932-3 All Ceylon to India 
1934 First century by Ceylonese v Australia – De Saram for Oxford University v. Australian touring side in 

England 
1935-6 Australia wins first 3-day match with Ceylon 
1938 “Daily News Trophy” inaugurated 
1945-6 Australian Services win second 3 day match with Ceylon 
1945-6 First visit by India 
1948 Don Bradman plays in Ceylon – scores 20 
1948 Ceylon Cricket Board of Control formed 
1949 First visit by West Indies 
1949 First visit by Pakistan 
1953 Gopalan Trophy founded – Ceylon v Madras(now Tamil Nadu ) 
1954 W.J. Bennette stumps 6 and catches 4 more in single innings in school match 
1957 F. Pereira makes record score of 352* 
1959 L. Fernando takes all 10 wickets, including hat trick, and then scores 204, all in one day in school match 
1959 Municipality CC  score 925 v Irrigation -highest total in Ceylon 
1965 Ceylon joins ICC as an Associate Member 
1968-9 First 3-day game with official Australian side:  result a draw 
1969-70 First unofficial 4-day Test v MCC – Ceylon lost 
1969-70 Bill Lawry’s Australian side play 4 games in Ceylon 
1971 Harry Solomons scores 167 for Kelani Valley with 17 sixes and three fours-then record in minor cricket 
1975 Australia play Sri Lanka in World Cup 
1979 Sri Lanka win Minor Nations ICC Trophy 
1981 Sri Lanka becomes full member of ICC 
1982 First official Test Match v England ( in Colombo) – lost 
1983  First official Test Match v Australia (in Kandy) – lost 
1984 First Test Match at Lords – drawn 
1984-85 First Sri Lankan victory v Australia in Australia-one day game 
1985 First Test victory v India 
1995 Sri Lanka win Test Series v Pakistan 2-1 
1996 Sri Lanka defeat Australia in World Cup Final in Lahore 
1997 Sri Lanka win Test match v. Zimbabwe 
1998 Sri Lanka defeat England in Test Match at Oval 
2000 Sri Lanka defeat South Africa in Test match 
2000 Sri Lanka defeat Australia in Test Match 
2001 Sri Lanka win Coca Cola Cup 
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HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB XI 
www.ccnsw.com.au 

(Based on an article by award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard) 
 
The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when it was 
suggested that the New South Wales Cricket Association combine with the controlling 
bodies in cycling, swimming, rugby and athletics to form a sports club. 
 
Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-committee to inquire into 
the possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the Association.  This committee's 
recommendation that the Association make an arrangement with the Commercial 
Travellers' Club in Pitt Street to use their premises was rejected. 
 
The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a NSWCA 
meeting, but it was not until 1936 that the Association decided to build a club in its new 
building in George Street. 
 
The prominent solicitor Syd Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-storey building 
in George Street for 54,803 pounds, drafted a constitution for the Cricketers' Club in August 
1938, and the club was registered as a company on 14 November, 1939, two months after 
the outbreak of World War II, and opened for business on 1 July 1940. 
 
From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the development of 
cricket.  Two cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket House for members to practice 
during lunch hours and these nets remained in operation until 1953. 
 
Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick batsman Jack Chegwyn aware 
of big possibilities for country tours by teams of leading players from the State's 
representative sides. 
 
Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century in his five matches 
for NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for the pioneering work he did 
in the bush with teams selected at the Cricketers' Club. 
 
By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most Sydney grade 
cricketers were members and at the end of that year the Club made a 1000 pound loan to 
the NSWCA to help the Association continue operating at a time when it had no income 
from Test or Sheffield Shield cricket.  Annual games at the SCG v the NSWCA commenced 
in 1965. 
 
The Cricketers' Club entered a side in the City & Suburban competition in 1971, and since 
moving to Barrack Street in 1981 has continued to play regularly in that competition.  Over 
the years many Test players have appeared for the Club, including Richie Benaud, Alan 
Davidson, Keith Miller, Arthur Morris, Bill Watson, Geoff Lawson, Greg Matthews, Allan 
Turner, Mike Whitney, Richard Collinge and Trevor Chappell. 
 
Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the Club introduced a rule automatically granting 
membership to Australian Test players.  The England and Australian teams in the 1988 
Bicentenary match in Sydney played for a trophy donated by the Cricketers' Club. 

Cricketers' Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and Suburban 
competition for more than 30 years.  The Club has hosted numerous touring teams from 
countries such as England, Canada, Malaysia, India, the West Indies, New Zealand and 
the USA.  Overseas tours have become common. 

With the liquidation of the registered club and the loss of its Barrack Street premises in 
2001, the cricket and golf players have retained the logo and are continuing to play, as a   
new incorporated association, still  called “The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales”.  The 



- 9 - 
 
 

 
JHW/BROCHURE-SRI-LANKA-TOUR-2003.doc 

Club is now closely affiliated to the Sports Club of New South Wales in Hunter Street, 
Sydney. 
Editor's note:  Jack Pollard (1926-2002) was the author of over 80 sports related 
books, and numerous outstanding cricket books including an authoritative five 
volume history of Australian cricket.  He also wrote the most popular of all 
Australian cricket encyclopaedias, entitled “The Game and The Players”. 
 
 

Editor's Note 
 
The Club has undertaken 15 overseas tours in the last fourteen years: 
 
1989   Fiji 
1991   Asia, involving matches in Hong Kong, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Johore & 

Singapore 
1992   Christchurch, New Zealand 
1993   Christchurch, New Zealand 
1993   North America 
1994   Malaysia and Singapore 
1995   Auckland, New Zealand 
1996   Barbados/Trinidad 
1997   England 
1998   Norfolk Island 
1999   Lord Howe 
1999   South Africa 
2000   Vanuatu 
2001   Bali 
2002   Kenya 
2003  Sri Lanka 
2004            Cook Islands (projected) 
2004            S.E.Asia (projected) 
 
The Cricketers' Club has approximately 100 active cricketers.  The Club also has a 
golf section.  Of those 100 cricketers, approximately 30 play for the Club on 
Saturdays, and another 70 on Sundays and in mid-week games. 
 
In the City and Suburban competition on Saturday afternoons, the Club plays about 
24 matches a season.  These are generally about 35 overs a side, although by 
agreement, they are sometimes extended to 40 overs.  The C&S "competition" 
does not have a formal league table and not all clubs in the competition play each 
other.  Nevertheless cricket is played in a competitive manner, and at its best, 
would probably equate to the standard of Sydney 3rd-4th Grade Cricket, although 
considerably shortened.  In recent seasons, the Club has lost very few C&S 
games. 
 
On Sundays, the Club plays eleven fixtures in a competitive over 40's "Masters" 
league, in which the Club's position has varied from league winners to bottom.  
These are 40 over a side games.  Six bowlers must be used, and batsmen must 
retire on scoring 40 runs. 
 
The Club also plays about 15 other competitive but "friendly" fixtures, on grounds 
varying from major national grounds such as the MCG, SCG, the Gabba and 
Bradman Oval, Bowral, to small country grounds such as Dooralong, Mandalong, 
and Crookwell.  Opposition includes teams such as the Canberra Club, the 
Melbourne Cricket Club, the Queensland Cricketers' Club, the Primary Club, Lords 
Taverners, Kookaburras, Molongolo and usually a couple of overseas touring 
sides. These are generally full day games of about 45-50 overs a side. 
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In the 2002-2003 season, the Club played  fifty two fixtures, and used over 80 
players. 
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FLIGHTS-SINGAPORE AIRLINES 
 
Fri 19 Sept Dep Sydney     11.45 Arrive Singapore     17.50 SQ 232 
Fri 19 Sept Dep Singapore 22.40 Arrive Colombo       00.20* SQ 402 
Mon 6 Oct Dep Colombo   01.35 Arrive Singapore     07.25 SQ 401 
Mon 6 Oct Dep Singapore 09.30 Arrive Sydney         18.45 SQ 219 
*next day 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
 
Fri     19 Sept – Tues   23 Sept Mount Lavinia Hotel, Colombo 
Tues  23 Sept-   Fri      26 Sept The Lighthouse Hotel, Galle 
Fri     26  Sept – Sun   28 Sept The Tea Factory, Nuwara Eliya 
Sun   28   Sept –Wed    1  Oct The Suisse Hotel, Kandy 
Wed   1     Oct –Fri        3  Oct The Kandalama Hotel, Dambulla 
Fri      3     Oct –Mon     6  Oct Brown’s Beach Hotel, Negombo 
 
Accommodation and travel in Sri Lanka and Maldives arranged by Frank Clark and Yogam 
Devendran of Aitken Spence (“AS”) Travel, Suite 12, Level 5, 321 Pitt Street, Sydney 
2000:E-Mail:yogam@ay.com.au. (T) 9267-3377; (F) 9267-4277. 

 
MALDIVES OPTION 

 
Mon   6 Oct Dep Colombo   10.20 Arrive Male                 10.40 UL 2552 
Mon   6 Oct – Thurs 9 Oct Club Ranaahli, Maldives   
Fri    10 Oct Dep Male         20.00 Arrive Colombo           22.25 UL 104 
Sat   11 Oct Dep Colombo   01.35 Arrive Singapore         07.25 SQ 401 
Sat   11 Oct Dep Singapore 09.30 Arrive Sydney             18.45 SQ 219 
 
 

FIXTURES AND SOCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 

      DATE     LOCATION          OPPOSITION TIME 
Sat     20  Sep Cricket Café, Colombo Lunch 12.00 
Sat     20  Sep Mt Lavinia Hotel Cocktail party 19.00 
Sun    21 Sep Colombo-St Peter’s College Old Peterites S.C. 10.30 
Mon   22  Sep Colombo-Nondescripts C. C. Colombo Swimming Club 10.30 
Thurs 25  Sep Galle International Stadium Galle S.C. 10.30 
Sat     27 Sep Nuwara Eliya-Radella Ground Dimbulla C.C. 10.30 
Mon   29  Sep Kandy- St Anthony’s College Old Anthanians C.C. 10.30 
Tue    30  Sep Kandy- Asgiriya Stadium Kandy C.C. 10.30 
Thurs   2  Oct Dambulla- International Stadium N.C P.Invitation u24s XI 10.30 
Sat       4  Oct Negombo- B.O.I. ground Negombo C.C. 10.30 
Sun      5  Oct Negombo- B.O.I. ground Lanka Cavaliers C.C. 10.30 
Sun      5  Oct Negombo-Brown’s Beach Hotel Tour dinner 19.30 
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PRAYER FOR THE ASHES 
 
Our Bradman, who art in heaven, 
hallowed by thy game. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
at Lord’s as it is in Headingley. 
 
Give us this day our daily century, 
and forgive those who try to dismiss us, 
as we forgive them for their futile efforts. 
 
Lead us not into temptation 
(especially outside the off stump on a seaming wicket) 
but deliver us from England. 
 
For thine is the average, 
the Ashes and the glory, 
for ever it seams 
 
“Archie” in the Sydney Morning Herald 30.6.01 
 
 

ANTHEM FOR BARMY ARMY (2002) 
 
 
God save our cricket team 
Winning is just a dream 
God save our team 
Da da da Da 
Rarely victorious 
Facing a five-nil loss* 
Happy just to win the toss 
God save our team. 
 
*England went on to win the 5th Test v Australia in January 2003 and “only” lost the 
series 4-1 

 
MISCELLANEA 

 
• A Sri Lankan inquest decided that R.G. Ranasinghe, of Wattegama, had 

died from a “heart attack caused by excessive happiness” after watching 
Sri Lanka beat England in the Oval Test (“The Island”, Colombo, Sept 4, 
1998) 

 
• A former Miss Sri Lanka was caught by security officials hiding in a bush 

outside the Hotel Lanka Oberoi during the Singer one-day tournament 
where unprecedented security was in operation.  It was alleged that she 
had just visited one of the player’s bedrooms (“Divaina”, Colombo, Aug 
29, 1996). 
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History of the New South Wales Sports Club 
www.nswsportsclub.com.au 

 
Originally established in 1896 as the New South Wales Amateur Sports Club, the Club incorporated in 
1900 as the New South Wales Sports Club Ltd and moved into its present premises at 10-14 Hunter 
Street which it originally leased, before purchasing the freehold in 1912. 
 
The original role of the Club was to foster the development of amateur sports in New South Wales, 
providing a headquarters and administrative skills to enable them to grow.  In this role the Club was 
remarkably successful and can justly claim to have played a formative role in New South Wales in the 
development of sports such as: 
 

• Boxing 
• Billiards 
• Lawn Tennis 
• Soccer 
• Rugby Union 
• Australian Rules 
• Rowing 
• Others, such as Baseball, Fencing, Hockey, Lacrosse, Motor Cycling and Table Tennis 
 

By contrast by 1896, cricket was already well developed as a major national – perhaps the only national 
– and international sport in Australia, and the New South Wales Sports Club was not involved in its 
development. 
 
It was perhaps no coincidence that the Club was formed in the same year as the creation of the modern 
Olympics, a movement whose ideals it shared.  The Club was to play a major role in the initial 
organisation of Australian Olympic Sport. 
 
Olympic Teams sent abroad in 1928, 1932 and 1936 were all organised and partly financed by the Club, 
and the Manager of the Australian Team was a member of the Sports Club.  The Club was also 
prominent in the establishment of the Empire (now Commonwealth) Games in 1938 in Sydney. 
 
With increasing professionalism in sport, the role of the Club as the predominant organiser of amateur 
sport in New South Wales began to diminish after the Second World War.  While refurbished in recent 
years, the Club retains much historic memorabilia.  Reciprocity with inter-state and international clubs 
has grown with clubs from as far afield as England, India, Singapore, South Africa, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and the U.S.A. 
 
In terms of facilities, the Club has five floors, comprising a Bistro and Bar on the Ground Floor, the Press 
Club on the 1st Floor, Meeting Rooms on the 2nd Floor, a refurbished ‘Old World’ Members Bar on the 3rd 
Floor, and the Hunter Dining Room on the 4th Floor.  The Club still retains a Snooker Room with two first 
class antique tables on the 5th Floor, keeping its links with 1896. 
 
In terms of playing facilities for members, the Club runs social golf events and an annual internal cricket 
match, but does not run, as does the Cricketers’ Club, a regular weekly fixture list, and annual overseas 
tours.  The main function of the Sports Club today would probably be as a social and dining club in the 
centre of Sydney’s CBD where members may meet for business or pleasure, to eat and drink. 
 
It is to be hoped that many members of the old Cricketers’ Club will take up the offer of membership of 
the Sports Club, and recognise and honour its impressive history and traditions. The new Cricketers’ 
Club of New South Wales hopes to complement these traditions on the field of play, and in the tradition 
of many amateur associations over the past century, will be privileged to be able to use the premises of 
the Sports Club as its de facto headquarters. 
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OF WHOM WAS THIS SAID: 
 

(1) "He ran about eighteen yards, accelerating with controlled rhythmical strides, on the last 
of which his shoulders opened with a long swing of his fully extended arms.  His right 
hand described a great arc starting from near the calf of his leg and, at full pressure, his 
knuckles would touch the pitch on his follow through.  Co-ordination was perfect so that 
the whole concerted effort was applied to the moment of delivery.  Here was the model 
action which not only generated abnormal pace but gave a measure of control and 
accuracy unsurpassed by any bowler of this type”.  

a. Trueman 
b. Lindwall 
c. Larwood 

 

(2) "[ ] could not turn the ball on the Australian grounds of half a century ago.  He 
prevailed by length, variations of flight, but chiefly by increasing accuracy of pitch, 
always demanding close attention from the batsman, the curving arc through the air, 
the ball dropping on the same spot over by over, yet not on quite the same spot, each 
over in collusion with the rest, every ball a decoy, some balls apparently guileless, 
some artfully marked – and one of them, sooner or later, the master ball.  He was 
economical in action, a few short strides, then a beautifully balanced sideways swing of 
the body, the arm loose and making a lovely arch.  He could go on for hours; the 
rhythm of his action was in its easy rotation, hypnotic, lulling his victims to the tranced 
state in which he could work his will, make them perform strokes contrary to their 
reason and intention." 

 
a. Verity 
b. Rhodes 
c. Laker 

 
(3) "His drives and pulls left the bat "as if they had been fired"; he was a magnificent cutter, 

and with all his unorthodoxy no-one watched the ball more closely or was more 
balanced in execution.  The same resources of physique and concentration made him 
perhaps the greatest fielder and thrower there has ever been; he could stand 10 or 15 
yards deeper than anyone else in the covers, and still save one and throw down either 
wicket with unerring accuracy."  

 
a. Bland 
b. Bradman 
c. Jessop 

 
(4) In his younger days, [    ] was quite often called upon, as a change bowler, 

to purvey his leg breaks and "googlies", and though he was often expensive, he 
sometimes took useful wickets.  When he was Captain, however, he showed little 
confidence in his abilities as a bowler and put himself on very rarely."  

 
a. Bradman 
b. Hutton 
c. Simpson 

 
See page 23 for answers. 
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THE REVERSE SWEEP 
 
“Fender gave some amusement by hitting Armstrong back-handed on the offside for a 
couple.” 
 
Pelham Warner, perhaps recording the first reverse sweep, from Percy Fender, in his report in “The 
Cricketer” on the Old Trafford Test of 1921 between England and Australia. 
 
"What do I think of the reverse sweep?  It’s like Manchester United getting a penalty and 
Bryan Robson taking it with his head." 
 David Lloyd – former English Team Coach 
 
"I have thumbed through the MCC coaching manual and found that no such stroke exists." 
 Peter May – former Chairman of Selectors 
 after watching Ian Botham play a reverse sweep 1985 
  
 
 

FAMOUS CRICKETERS 
 
Border, A R (1955- ) 
You can see by his walk to the wicket, like a terrier out for a walk in a neighbourhood 
bristling with bigger dogs, that he is ready for a fight and not afraid of his ability to look 
after himself. 
 Christopher Martin-Jenkins 
 Cricket Characters (1987) 
 
 
Bradman, D G (1908-2001) 
In the many pictures that I have stored in my mind from the "burnt-out Junes" of 40 years, 
there is none more dramatic or compelling than that of Bradman's small, serenely-moving 
figure in its big-peaked green cap coming out of the pavilion shadows into the sunshine, 
with the concentration, ardour and apprehension of surrounding thousands centred upon 
him, and the destiny of a Test match in his hands. 
 H.S. Altham 
 The Cricketers' Spring Annual (1941) 
 
 
Grimmett, C V (1892-1980) 
Clarrie was responsible, self-disciplined, considerate and studious.  This man thought a full 
toss was the worst form of cricket vandalism and the long hop a legacy from prehistoric 
days when barbarians rolled boulders towards the enemy. 
 Arthur Mailey 
    10 for 66 and All That (1958)    
Mynn, A (1807-1861) 
“With his tall and stately presence, with his nobly moulded form,  
His broad hand t’ was ever open! His brave heart t’ was ever warm! 
All were proud of him, all loved him!  As the changing seasons pass, 
As our Champion lies asleeping underneath the Kentish grass; 
Proudly, sadly we will name him – to forget him were a sin: 
Lightly lie the turf upon thee, kind and manly Alfred Mynn”. 
 W.J. Prowse 
 From Epitaph for Alfred Mynn-Bell’s Life of London(1861) 
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O'Reilly, W J (1905-1992) 
To hit him for four would usually arouse a belligerent ferocity which made you sorry.  It was 
almost like disturbing a hive of bees.  He seemed to attack from all directions. 
 Sir Donald Bradman 
 Farewell to Cricket (1950) 
 
 
Trumper, V T (1877-1915) 
[On being stumped off Mailey’s googly] As he walked past me he smiled, patted the back 
of his bat and said:  "It was too good for me."  There was no triumph in me as I watched 
the receding figure.  I felt like a boy who  had killed a dove. 
 Arthur Mailey 
 10 for 66 and All That (1958) 
 
Warne, S.T. (1969- ) 
 Bedecked in his cricket regalia 
 His aim was to captain Australia 
 But sex reared its head, 
 And he finished in bed 
 Alone, on the phone, what a failure 
 Peter Fenton  
                                                                          Sydney Morning Herald (2000) 
 
The evanescence of youth 
 
It is little I repair to the matches of the Southron folk, 
     Though my own red roses there may blow; 
It is little I repair to the matches of the Southron folk 
      Though the red roses crest the caps, I know. 
For the field is full of shades as I near the shadowy coast, 
And a ghostly batsman plays to the bowling of a ghost, 
And I look through my tears on a soundless –clapping host 
       As the run-stealers flicker to and fro, 
                To and fro; 
O my Hornby and my Barlow long ago! 
 
                                                                                     Francis Thompson 
                                                                                   At Lords (1907) 
                                                                                       
                                                                                         
                                                                                            
 
 “The Test Match Surprise” by Jack Hobbs 
 
“…the author of ‘The Test Match Surprise’ [ghosted for Jack Hobbs ] has achieved in part 
of his curious , slipshod, snobbish, sentimental, sensational, and trashy little romance, a 
not entirely unmoving and by no means negligible titbit of cricket literature”. 
 
                                                                                         Ronald Mason  
                                                                                      Sing All a Green Willow (1967)         
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THE 4 AGES OF CRICKET 
 
The Age of Innocence or Youth 
 
The Age when you arrive on the cricket ground half an hour before the match is supposed 
        to start   
The Age when it’s only a question of whether you bat number one or number two,  
       where it’s a question, as far as bowling is concerned, as to which end you open. 
The Age where you walk as of right to cover point, 
       where your definition of a quick run is a fairly thick edge to first slip. 
When to wear a box is a sign of extreme effeminacy. 
       And when after the game you jump into some fast sports car, in the  
       passenger seat of which is seated a delicious blonde, and as you drive away,  
       happy with the thought that she  will be even easier to attain than that century 
       which the scorer was at that moment inscribing in the book against your name. 
 
The Age of Discretion or the Age of the Middle Man 
 
The Age when you arrive on the ground just as the umpires are walking out. 
The Age where you can with difficulty be persuaded to bat as high as number six. 
The Age where you expect, and sometimes get, a couple of overs before tea  
       when the match is over. 
The Age when to forget your box is worse than forgetting your wife’s birthday. 
The Age when after the game you slip off, quickly home in the car, to your wife 
       to avoid a  row.  
 
The Age of Senility 
 
The Age when to be placed number ten is just a little too high. 
      Where to be asked to bowl is a deliberate and calculated insult. 
The Age when fielding is only possible with the feet. 
The Age when you define a short run as a very slow hit ball to deep extra cover. 
The Age when your box has become a permanent appendage to your truss. 
The Age when, after the game, you may be found, sitting in the local pub harbouring  
       improper, but alas, impractical thoughts about the aged and unattractive barmaid. 
 
The Age of Retirement 
 
The Age where no longer can you play, 
       but where you perambulate around the perimeter of the ground– 
       a magnificent silhouette against the dying sun, 
       when you pour out to anyone foolish enough to listen, an unending stream of 
      apocryphal stories of your youth 
The Age when your box reposes on your dressing table-  
      a receptacle for spare collar studs. 
The Age, alas, when sex is no more than a Latin numeral. 
 
 Humphrey Tilling – Speech to the Forty Club (1957) on its 21st anniversary 
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    The Club anthem of Kelani Valley Cricket Club 1884 
 
From the precincts of towns, if you roam to the land, 
Where they cherish the evergreen tea, 
You may happen to see there, a queer sort of chap, 
Whose manners may strike you as free, 
His clothes are not marvels of tailoring art, 
For he lives in a state of undress, 
But the man they enclose must be classed among those 
Who are ticketed one of the best. 
 
    Chorus: He’s a man from Kelani Valley. 
  He is a man of superior worth. 
  A far better man than the usual lot. 
  Who swagger about on this earth. 
  This world would be Hades without him. 
  In Heaven he would sit with the great. 
  If he’s not “bugging” round. 
  He will always be found. 
  On the Kelani Valley Estate. 
 
Now perhaps through Hyde Park you have strolled now and then, 
And while admiring the Dukes and the Earls, 
You will happen to see there a queer sort of cove, 
Who draws the eyes of the prettiest girls. 
You see them together huddled together awhile, 
Endeavouring to find out his name. 
Then they rush to a Bobby who gives them a smile, 
For his answer is always the same, 
 
    Chorus:………………………………….  
 
Now St Peter one morn midst a terrible din, 
At Paradise Gates was enthroned. 
Some Upcountry planters who couldn’t get in, 
Entreated together and groaned. 
Why, open the gates with a flourish, they cried, 
It is one who will not be denied. 
Now who is this fellow you favour so much? 
And thus St Peter replied— 
 
    Chorus:…………………………………….. 
 
[Kelani Valley is a Planters Club about 40 miles from Colombo and used to serve the 
sporting activities and social life of the planters in the Kelani Valley] 
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PLAYER PROFILES 
 

 
PAUL BRANDON Aged 32   (TOUR CAPTAIN)                                                     Surveyor 
  
Heavy scoring aggressive right hand bat and useful wicket keeper.  Has played Shires 
cricket with Warringah and Grade cricket with North Sydney and Manly, but the last few 
seasons has played regularly with the Cricketer’s Club. Also an enthusiastic soccer and 
Australian Rules player with Sydney University. This will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ 
Club. Coming with his partner, Samantha. 
 
MARTIN BERRY Aged 53                                                                                        Retired 
 
Former opening bat and leg spin bowler from Canberra whose most recent cricket has been 
in the indoor league in Port Moresby (played outdoors!). In recent years, his batting has 
slipped down the order. Coming with his partner, Nicci, this will be his first tour with the Club. 
 
PETER BROWNING Aged 51                                        School teacher-physical education 
 
Opening right hand bat, slip fielder and occasional off-spinner who has played most of his 
recent cricket with Warringah -Shires, and now ‘Masters’. Has been an opening bat since his 
Cranbrook schooldays. Graduated from City and Suburban Cricket with Old Cranbrookians  
to 1st grade captain with Warringah Shire, and played in Premier winning season. Toured 
England with Warringah in 1989 and won “Alternative Ashes” series. This will be his first tour 
with the Cricketers’ Club. 

  
 
STEVE CROSS Aged 52  Dentist 
 
Right hand bat and off spin bowler who likes to chat with the opposition, both on and off the 
field.  Patron of North Richmond  C.C.  Still plays and takes wickets for North Richmond First 
XI.  A determined lower order batsman who puts a high price on his wicket.  Has toured 
England, Norfolk Island, South Africa, Vanuatu, Bali and Kenya with the Cricketers' Club. A  
polymath with a wide range of interests and a particular interest in improving his French. 
Coming with his wife, Jennifer. 
 
EVAN CROSS  Aged 19                                                                                          Student 
 
Right Hand medium-fast bowler and steady middle-order bat. Played for St Paul’s College, 
Cranebrook and lower grades at North Richmond, taking a wicket with his first ball in second 
grade. Also a serious competitive walker of national standard. This will be his second tour 
with the Cricketers’ Club, having previously gone to Norfolk Island 
 
ROSS DALGLEISH Aged 48 Barrister 
 
Technically correct right hand upper order bat.  Used to play for Lane Cove in Shires and 
lower Grade with North Sydney, and has played in England for the House of Lords, and in 
Hong Kong.  Currently plays most of his cricket for Warringah CC in the ‘Masters’.  This will 
be his first tour with the Cricketers’ Club.  Coming with his wife, Marie, and two young 
teenage daughters, Alice and Beth. 
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           ADRIAN HAWKES Aged 56    (TOUR COMMITTEE)                                             Solicitor 

 
Right hand medium pace seam and swing bowler and lower order bat. Until aged 39 played 
most of his cricket in the U.K., where he took over one thousand wickets (including four hat 
tricks, one in the opening over of a game) before meeting his wife, Jenny a New Zealander 
on a cricket tour of Australia and emigrating here.  Has also played and watched cricket in 
about twenty two countries in Europe, North America, S.E. Asia, South America, South 
Africa, Kenya, India, Pakistan, Fiji, Australia, Norfolk and Lord Howe Islands, New Zealand, 
Vanuatu and Bali.  This will be his twelfth overseas tour with the Cricketers’ Club. Coming 
with his wife, Jenny and thirteen year old son, Iain.  
 
DAVID HOWES   Aged 42 
 
Right hand opening bat and keeper, and occasional off-break bowler who has played many 
seasons first grade for Croydon in Melbourne Sub-District competition. Like most keepers, 
always willing to bowl when asked. Younger brother of Graham and answers to nickname 
“Lotto”. This will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ Club. Coming with his wife Jacqui and 
two young children Courtenay and Nicholas. 
 
 
 
GRAHAM HOWES Aged 43 Administration Manager 
 
Right hand competitive medium pace bowler and middle order bat. Older brother of David 
and nicknamed “Bingo” Still plays First Grade with Croydon in Melbourne Sub-District 
Competition.  This will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ Club. 
 
 
 
 
DAVID (“JACK”) JONES Aged 38 Police officer 
 
Right hand off spinner and steady middle order bat.   Plays regularly for North Richmond and 
captains their 2nd XI. Used to play representative District cricket in his youth but gave up 
cricket for ten years.  Coming with his wife, Gail.  This will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ 
Club. 
 
 
 
CHRIS LENARD Aged 46  Council administrative officer 
 
Right hand fast-medium bowler, and stubborn tail-end bat. Used to play in Bankstown  
District cricket  as a bowling all rounder and also in Parramatta District cricket but has now  
let his batting slip a bit. Still regularly opens the bowling for CCNSW ‘Masters’ team.  This  
will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ Club. 
 
 
 
RUSSELL LUDOWYKE Aged 50 Medical Research Scientist 
 
Right hand upper order batsman, born in Sri Lanka, who has played cricket in England and 
the USA, as well as Australia.  Currently plays most of his cricket for Warringah in the 
‘Masters’.  This will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ Club. 
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SIMON LYON Aged 49  Insurance Broker 
 
Right hand medium pace bowler and middle order bat.  Captained Warringah CC in the 
‘Masters’ competition to last year’s Premiership.  A very experienced tourist, originally 
brought up in England.  Has also played in Europe, Singapore, Hong Kong, and South 
Africa, but this will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ Club. 
 
 
 
SCOTT McCALLUM Aged 39     (VICE-CAPTAIN)                                     I.B.M. manager 
 
Right hand medium fast opening bowler and lower order bat.  Used to play First Grade Sub- 
District cricket in Melbourne with Croydon but now plays regularly for Cricketers’ Club in 
Sydney.  This will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ Club.  Coming with his wife, Debbie 
and 17 month old baby, Matthew. 
 
 
 
 
GIL McGRATH Aged 56                              Project Manager-Property Development 
 
Off-spin bowler and tail-end bat, who normally plays for Lindfield in the ‘Masters’ competition 
on Sundays.  Used to play regularly on Saturdays for St Peters in Manly Warringah District 
Competition.  This will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ Club. Apart from cricket, still plays 
competitive over 35s soccer in Winter 
 

          IAN NEIL Aged 43                                                                                                   Barrister 
 
Right hand bat, originally an opener and now sliding down gracefully into the middle order. 
Has played most of his cricket with Sydney University in Grade and Lane Cove and Lindfield 
in Shires. Has also played in England and Melbourne. An enthusiastic and energetic fielder. 
Bowls occasional deceptive “wobblers” in an emergency. This will be his first tour with the 
Cricketers’ Club. Coming with his wife, Michele. 

                              
          KEN YARDY Aged 39   Solicitor 

 
Right hand late order bat, occasional keeper and right hand medium pace bowler.  Played in 
NSW Central Coast ‘A’ Grade for Doyalson-Wyee and scored a century on debut.  Has not  
played serious cricket for some years but persuaded to come out of retirement (again) for this, 
his second overseas tour with the Cricketers’ Club  (The first was to Kenya in 2002).  Coming 
with his wife, Leigh. 
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BRADMAN AND CEYLON* 
His first innings outside Australia - 1930 

 
“The only cricket played since leaving Australia was a one-day game at Colombo on 
2 April against All-Ceylon on the CCC ground.  The sequence of Australian visits to Ceylon 
had … started on a regular basis in 1926, though the earliest Australian side to play in 
Ceylon had been the 1884 side to England, and the 1921 Australians would have played 
there, had not their ship put into port too late.  The attraction in 1884 had been Bonner, 
Murdoch and Giffen; in 1930 the attraction was D.G. Bradman.  The biggest crowd ever 
seen at a cricket match in Ceylon turned up for him.  He made a sound, if sedate, 40 in his 
first innings outside Australia, while both Ponsford and Woodfull got half-centuries.  The 
‘real’ Bradman, the murderer of bowling, was not on view.  Bradman, most unusually for 
him, was out ‘hit wicket’ – a form of dismissal in first-class cricket which was to befall him 
only once, and that as far on in his career as 1947-48#.  The successful Ceylon bowler 
was the old Royalist boy, Neil S. Joseph, primarily a batsman, on his first appearance for 
Ceylon.  Don Bradman was only to play once more in this delightful island, at the end of 
his career in 1948”. 
 
 from Irving Rosenwater:  “Sir Donald Bradman – A Biography” (1978) 
 
*Apart from England and Australia, Ceylon was the only country in which Don Bradman 
ever played cricket. 
 
#In 1947-48 season v. India in first Test in Brisbane , Bradman was dismissed hit wkt., b. L 
Armanath for 185, hitting the wicket from behind, trying to cut.-W.G. Grace was out in an 
identical manner, trying to late cut,  when he played for Lord Sheffield’s XI v All-Ceylon in 
1891. 
 
 Extract from D.G. Bradman’s personal diary 
 
Wednesday, 2 April 1930 
 
“In port at Colombo.  Cricket officials came on board and met us.  Ashore 9a.m. in launch. 
 To Millers for a topee each.  By cars to Mt Lavinia, Galle Face Hotel.  Rickshaws, cars 
honk honk, oxen, policemen, bungalows, squirrels, native quarters, people. 
 
Buddhist temple, shoes off.  Orchids and perfumes.  Round promenade, racecourse, etc.  
Fernandez Studios.  Cricket ground.  Black and white native dress.  Game 11 to 6. Lost 
toss.  Batted.  Made 40.  Ponsford battled finely for 62.  Australia 240.  Colombo 1 for 50.  
Rained during adjournment.  Dinner 8.30pm at Galle Face Hotel.  The Governor presided. 
 Concluded at 10pm.  Caught launch 10.30.  Boarded the “Orford” which pulled out at 
11pm.  Marvellous day.  Buildings, foliage, natives, etc, an eye opener.  Standard of 
cricket quite high.  100 cents 1 rupee = 1/6. 10d. per day good pay.  Lawns, gardens, and 
coconut palms a fine sight.  
 
 

WHEN LORD HARRIS PLAYED FOR THE ROYAL COLLEGE 
 
 
“There is a saying in the East, that on entering the Suez Canal, Britishers drop their good 
qualities at Port Said, as luggage not wanted beyond. I believe Mr. And Mrs. Walker came 
to Ceylon by way of the Cape of Good Hope! …..The principle of noblesse oblige was 
manifest in them. Mr Walker considered cricket an aristocratic game that only “gentlemen” 
could appreciate. And when he saw that Ceylon boys took to cricket keenly, he concluded 
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that they were nature’s aristocrats and gentlemen. He was absolutely colour blind; it was 
enough for him that he found that in the “natives” of Ceylon in spite of their dark skin-
perhaps because of it- the instincts of men who “play the game”. …His aim was to induce 
in us self respect as a prophylactic against the “inferiority complex”. His “winning hit” was 
when he got Lord Harris, one time Captain of the famous I. Zingari who was Governor of 
Bengal when he visited Ceylon (1882) to captain the College Team against the European 
Colombo Club. At this distance of time, I cannot exactly recollect what the arrangements 
were, in those days, when the Europeans condescended to receive “native” cricketers at 
their exclusive Club House. But I distinctly remember that, however it happened, we boys, 
the team and others stood in a group, outside without availing ourselves of the 
accommodation provided in the “pavilion”. And from the beginning, all throughout, Lord 
Harris , as also Mr. Walker stayed with us and refused to go among the Clubmen, in spite 
of repeated pressing invitations to refreshments at the reserved Club Bar. This created a 
distinct impression on the public which had come in large numbers to witness the match; 
as well as, I doubt not, on those whose bastard sportsmanship was thus pilloried. 
    There stood the noble Lord-the Governor of Bengal, and world famed cricketer, in the 
midst of us “natives”, fraternising and chatting with us, as of his “class”, and not caring to 
mix with “les autres”….It has been written of Lord Harris that his services to cricket ”are not 
to be estimated by his performances in the field alone, great as they were, but his 
influence was always exerted to impart a spirit of sportsmanship and honourable 
distinction to the game.” 
 
C.E Corea-“The Origin of the Match”-published 1932 
Note:- C.E. Corea played in the “Battle of the Blues”, for Royal in 1882 and in the infamous 
“Nine Run Match” in 1885 
 
 
 

CRICKET MISCELLANEA  
 
• An umpire was beaten to death after giving a batsman run out during a softball 

cricket tournament in Ambalangoda, Sri Lanka.  Three players attacked W. Kamal 
Ranjith de Silva with an iron bar.  “There was rivalry between two families”, said 
police.  (“Daily Mirror”, Colombo, August 10, 2000) 

 
• A twelve year old boy in the small Sri Lankan village of Kekanadura allegedly killed 

his ten year old brother with his bat during a dispute about the older boy’s 
dismissal.  Manjula Kumara died in hospital in Galle; his brother Sisara was sent to 
a children’s home pending further investigations (“The Island”, Colombo, January 
29, 2000) 

 
• A Sri Lankan Tamil Cricket Festival at Southall, Middlesex, was interrupted on 

Bank Holiday Monday when rival groups of Tamil gunmen opened fire on each 
other outside the ground.  About 3000 spectators were watching a special 
exhibition game when an armed policeman in a flak jacket walked on and told 
umpire David Webb to abandon the match (“Daily News”, Colombo, September 2, 
1999) 

 
• The Prince of Wales declared himself “absolutely knackered” after facing three 

balls from a schoolboy at the Sinhalese Sports Club on a royal visit to Colombo 
today (“Evening Standard”, London, February 5, 1998) 
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A challenge for the scorers? The following bowler played against the Australian Cricket 
Academy in 1991:-“Amunugama Rajapakse Abeykoon Panditha Wasalamudiyanse 
Ralahamilage Ranjith Krishantha Bandara Amunugama.” He was known as “Ranjith” ! 
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Advance Australia Fair 
 

 
Australia’s sons let us rejoice, 
(Australians all let us rejoice), 
For we are young and free; 
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil, 
Our home is girt by sea; 
Our land abounds in Nature’s gifts 
Of beauty rich and rare; 
In history’s page, let every stage 
Advance Australia fair! 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
When gallant Cook from Albion sail’d, 
To trace wide oceans o’er, 
True British courage bore him on, 
Till he landed on our shore. 
Then here he raised Old England’s flag, 
The standard of the brave; 
With all her faults we love her still, 
“Brittania rules the wave!” 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
Beneath our radiant Southern Cross, 
We’ll toil with hearts and hands; 
To make our youthful 
Commonwealth 
(To make this Commonwealth of 
ours) 
Renowned of all the lands; 

For loyal sons beyond the seas 
(For those who’ve come across the 
seas) 
We’ve boundless plains to share 
With courage let us all combine  
To advance Australia fair. 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
While other nations of the globe 
Behold us from afar, 
We’ll rise to high renown and shine 
Like our glorious southern star; 
From England, Scotia, Erin’s Isle, 
Who come our lot to share, 
Let all combine with heart and hand 
To advance Australia fair! 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
Shou’d foreign foe e’er sight our coast, 
Or dare a foot to land, 
We’ll rouse to arms like sires of yore 
To guard our native strand; 
Brittania then shall surely know, 
Beyond wide ocean’s roll, 
Her sons in fair Australia’s land 
Still keep a British soul. 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!”

 
 
 
Note:  Composed by Peter Dodds McCormick, probably in 1878.  For Federation 1901, 
McCormick added a reference to the new commonwealth. 
 
In 1984 the song became the national anthem.  Verses 2, 4 and 5 were rejected.  In the 
remaining two verses three lines were reworked (the new lines appear in brackets). 
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BRADMAN AT THE S.C.G. 

When I was only ten years old 
My dad took me to town. 

By train and tram we travelled 
To the Sydney Cricket Ground. 

 
And it was very different then 

But I can see it still, 
With its classic wooden grandstands 

And its famous spacious hill. 
 

And this was such a special day 
With forty thousand more, 

We'd come to see Don Bradman play 
The first time since the war. 

 
I'd heard so much about him 

From my dad and from his mates, 
I'm sure I thought some giant 

Would come walking through the gates. 
 

And the thunderous roar that met him 
When he came onto the ground, 
Was something I cannot forget 

I can still hear the sound. 
 

He must have had some butterflies 
Some kind of trepidation, 

That he would still bat well enough 
To warrant this ovation. 

 
For he was just on thirty-eight 

And in his fortieth test, 
And by his own admission 

He was some years past his best. 
 

But who were we to worry 
If Don could get a score? 
He set about the bowling 

And he made two thirty-four. 
 

And just on twelve months later 
Again he held the stage, 

He made his hundredth hundred 
This marvel of our age. 

 
He played against the Indians 

Keith Miller tempted fate, 
They ran the sharpest single 

When Don was ninety-eight. 
 

And when he reached his hundred 
The crowd let out a roar, 

The pride they had in Bradman 
I'd never seen before. 

 
Our Don went on to England 

In nineteen forty-eight 
And he brought us back unbeaten 

And his batting was still great. 
 

And he led such a mighty team 
Perhaps the best we've ever had, 

With Lindwall, Miller, Morris 
And Neil Harvey as a lad. 

 
We'd sit up every evening 

To hear the BBC 
With quaint old-fashioned radios 

And thermos flasks of tea. 
 

Reception wasn't all that good 
Sometimes you'd hear a roar, 
You'd think we'd lost a wicket 
But you found we'd hit a four. 

 
You'd wake up in the morning 

And you turned the wireless on, 
You hardly even spoke until 

You'd checked up on The Don. 
 

You can have your instant replays 
And what the experts think, 

And those endless one day series 
That may drive us all to drink. 

 
My memories of Bradman 

And that epic sporting scene, 
Are worth a thousand pictures 

On a television screen. 
 

By train and tram we travelled 
When we made our way to town, 

We saw Don Bradman batting 
On the Sydney Cricket Ground. 

 
Peter Fenton 

  
Peter Fenton is the author of 6 books on sport, including one book of poems entitled "Sport the 
way I speak it" (Little Hill Press).  He is a well known rugby coach and self-confessed "sports 
nut", also a frequent raconteur and after Dinner speaker. 
 
Answers to questions on page 12: 1. c – by I.A.R. Peebles 

2. b – by Neville Cardus 
3. c – by H.S. Altham 
4. a – by B.J. Wakeham 
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SRI LANKA-NATIONAL EMBLEM AND FLAG 
 
After gaining independence in 1948, a new State emblem was devised. It has a 
lion,probably to represent “ The Lion Race”, the Sinhalese, with a sword in its forepaw, 
encircled with a “Palapethi” design around. After Sri Lanka became a republic in 1972, 
further symbols were added below, portraying the punkalasa, dhammachakka, sun, moon, 
and two sheaves of paddy.  These are all shown on the logo on the frontispiece of this 
brochure. 
 
The Lion was derived from the Sinhalese kingdom of Kandy, a.k.a. “the Lion Flag”, which 
was used as the national flag of Ceylon prior to becoming a British colony in 1815.It was  
re-adopted in 1948 but in an attempt to achieve national unity, now has green and orange 
bands to represent the Muslim and Tamil communities, and four “bo” leaves of the sacred 
“pipul” tree, a Buddhist symbol of enlightenment, have been added at the corners. 
 
 

THE CRICKETERS CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES -THE COLOURS AND 
EMBLEM 

 
“True to the Blue” 

 
New South Wales-Why the name? 
 
Originally part of “New Holland”, It became known as “New South Wales” after Cook’s 
exploration of the East Coast of  what is now called “Australia” in 1770, although whether 
Cook personally at the time called it New South Wales, and if so, why, is still a subject of 
doubt and scholarly speculation. Possibly Cook originally called it “New Wales”, by 
analogy with the islands of “New Britain”, which had originally been part of New Guinea. 
What is certain is that the name emerged later after he had dispatched his Journal to the 
Admiralty. Why “Wales” and why “South Wales” will probably never be known. 
 
Royal Blue –why the colour? 
 
When intercolonial cricket commenced in the 1850s, the Victorians wore dark blue 
trousers and white shirts. NSW wore white trousers and light blue shirts. They became 
known as the “Light Blues”.In 1904-5, the colour changed to Royal Blue. The colour 
remains Royal 
Blue and the NSW team still remains known by its traditional name as “the Blues” 
 
Comparison to “the Green and Gold” 
 
“The Blues” can trace their origin approximately 40 years before the adoption of the 
traditional Australian “Green and Gold”, which were not adopted as national colours till the 
Australian tour to England in 1899 nor for home Tests until after Federation in 1902. Prior 
to that time it had been customary in home Tests to wear the colours of the State in which 
the match was played-i.e.-dark blue in Victoria and light blue in NSW. 
 
The first Australian touring team to England in 1878 wore black and white; the 1880 team 
–faded magenta and black; the 1882 team wore the colours of the 96th regiment-red, black 
and yellow. That then changed to the red white and blue of the Melbourne Cricket Club, 
although once, the light blue caps of the East Melbourne Club were used. By 1890, the 
team had adopted dark blue blazers and caps, with gold trim with, for the first time, the 
Australian Coat of Arms. It was the 1899 team to England that first adopted the Green and 
Gold, but it was not until 1902 at the MCG that the Green and Gold were worn in a home 
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Test. Thus the Royal Blue colours adopted by The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales 
arguably have an older provenance, dating back to the 1850s, than the national colours 
which only date to the turn of the century. 
The Emblem-Why the Cross of St George? 
 
The emblem is taken from the Coat of Arms of the Colony, originally designed in 1875-6, 
and subsequently formally granted by King Edward VII in 1906 and described  as:-“Azure, 
a Cross Argent, voided Gules a lion passant guardant and on each member with a Mullet 
of eight points Or “ [I.e.- a red cross with a golden lion at the centre and stars at each 
point]  
The gold crossed bats need no explanation. The cross of St George is English as is  the 
lion, and not Welsh. The design comes from the British Royal Navy White Ensign, with 
whom its co-designer Captain Hixson, President of the Marine Board was closely 
connected. 
 The connection is with England or perhaps Britain as the home country, not with Wales. It 
remains the official Coat of Arms of New South Wales. 
 
 CRICKET – BECOMING A GREAT AUSTRALIAN 
 
“Australians, who have not as yet had the chance to get stuck into the English on some 
great battlefield in open warfare, hang onto cricket, hoping thus to prove themselves the 
better and the stronger. 
 
Cricket is essentially an agrarian game, designed to give every villager a go. What is good 
about cricket is that, like most village games, it requires the minimum of effort over the 
maximum amount of time. Not that much different from working for the public service, 
really. (After all the public service itself is nothing more than an urban extension of the 
village mentality). Look at the conditions. The game doesn’t start till about ten. There’s a  
lot of standing around. A fair amount of gossip and rivalry is exchanged. People break for 
lunch and tea. The moment conditions aren’t just ideal, everyone stops. 
 
A friend, new to Australia, after hearing a great deal about the game but never having 
seen it played, insisted that his girlfriend take him along to a match. Once installed in his 
seat, he ate and drank along with everyone else, oblivious to the passage of time. 
Towards late afternoon, however, when the food and beer were beginning to run out, he 
turned to his friend and said with polite but casual curiosity: “So tell me, when is this game 
going to start?” Fortunately, most of the boredom of cricket, for the players at least, has 
been removed nowadays by widening the game to include the drinking of beer and heavy 
intoxicating liquor on television commercials. 
 
So long as you are reasonably intact, without visible signs of cerebral palsy, and can stand 
up for seven or eight hours without falling asleep (a ball will fly past you every now and 
then) your chances of making it through the game are fairly good. If you also happen to be 
fairly dull, well-behaved, and have the stomach to drink with the more influential cricket 
selectors, your chances of becoming captain of the side are even better. 
 
Should you be willing to forget the inconveniences of  travel-or those of standing in a field 
somewhere in England, the Caribbean or Asia, hoping that what is flying towards you is a 
ball and not a bomb, you might in fact become a cricket great, adored by hundreds of 
thousands of screaming fans. 
Patience, after all, makes many things possible. Even turning into a great Australian” 
from Robert Treborlang –“Staying Sane in Australia” 
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ASSOCIATED CLUBS (continued from frontispiece) 
 

ASIA 
 

Hong Kong Cricket Club 
137 Wong Nei Chung Gap Road 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 574 6266 
www.hkcc.org 

Hong Kong Football Club 
3 Sports Road, Happy Valley 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 830 9500 
www.hkfc.com.hk. 

Calcutta Cricket & Football Club 
19/2 Gurusaday Road 
BALLYGUNGE 
CALCULLTA 19 INDIA 700019 
Ph: 388951/201 
www.calcuttaweb.com 

The Cricket Club of India 
J.N. Tata Pavilion 
Brabourne Stadium 
Dinshaw Vachha Road 
MUMBAI  INDIA  400 020 
Ph:  9122 2876 051 

BCA Garware Club House 
Wankhede Stadium 
'D' Road 
Churchgate 
MUMBAI INDIA 400 020 
Ph: 285 4444 

Madras Cricket Club 
1 Babu Jagjivan Ram Road 
Chennai 
MADRAS INDIA  600 005 
Ph: 841-797 
www.madrascricketclub.com 

Royal Selangor Club 
PO Box 10137 
Kuala Lumpur, 50704 
MALAYSIA 
Ph: (063) 292 7166 
www.rscweb.org.my 

Colombo Swimming Club 
Storm Lodge, PO Box 863 
148 Galle Road 
COLUMBO SRI LANKA 
Ph:  00 941 421 645 
csc@srilanka.net 

Singapore Cricket Club 
Connaught Drive 
SINGAPORE 0617 
Ph: (0011) 65 338-9271 
www.scc.org.sg/ 

The British Club of Singapore 
73 Bukit Tinggi Road 
SINGAPORE  1128 
Ph:  (0011) 65 467-4611 
www.acmedia.to/britclub/1 
 

The British Club (Thailand) 
189 Surawong Road, Bangrak, 
BANGKOK THAILAND 10500 
Ph: (662)  234 0247 
www.britishclubbangkok.org 

Kowloon Cricket Club 
10 Cox's Road 
KOWLOON HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 3-674 141 
www.kcc.org.hk/ 

Johore Cultural & Sports Club 
623 Jalan Sungai Chat 
80100 Johore Bahru 
Johore MALAYSIA 
07 241 899 
 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Cricketers’ Club of London, 
71, Blandford Street 
LONDON W1 U 8AB 
ENGLAND 
020 7486 2635 
www.cricketers.co.uk 

 
MIDDLE EAST 
Doha Club 
PO Box 3666 
Doha Qatar, Arabian Gulf 
MIDDLE EAST 
Ph: (974) 418822 
www.qnhc.com/English/doha_club 

 
NEW ZEALAND 
The Cricket Society of Auckland 
Clubrooms, Eden Park 
PO Box 2860 
AUCKLAND 1 NEW ZEALAND 
 

 


