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AUSTRALIA 
 

Adelaide Sports Club Inc. 
PO Box 119 
EASTWOOD   SA   5063 
Ph: (08) 274-1294 

Ainslie Football & Social Club Inc.          
52 Wakefield Avenue 
PO Box 183 
DICKSON   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248 8422 
www.ainscliefc.com 

The Canberra Club 
45 West Row Street 
CANBERRA   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248-9000 
www.canberraclub.org.au 

Carlton Cricket, Football & Social Club 
(Princess Park) 
PO Box 83 
CARLTON NORTH   VIC   3054 
Ph: (03) 9387-1400 
www.carltonfc.com.au 

Queensland Cricketers Club 
411 Vulture Street 
EAST BRISBANE   QLD   4169 
Ph: (07) 3896 4533 
www.qldcricketersclub.com.au   

Sandringham Club 
92 Beach Street 
SANDRINGHAM   VIC   3191 
Ph: (03) 9598-1322 

The Victorian Club 
Level 41, Rialto Building 
525 Collins Street,  
MELBOURNE,VICTORIA,  3000 
(613) 9614 2127 
www.vicclub.com.au 

WEST INDIES 
Pickwick Cricket Club 
Kensington Oval 
BRIDGETOWN BARBADOS 
Ph:  426-3151 
 

SOUTH AMERICA 
National Club of Sao Paulo 
Rua Angatuba 703 
SAO PAULO  BRAZIL 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Aviat Social and Sporting Club 
Aviat Street (P.O.Box 91, Konedobu 125) 
KONEDOBU 
Ph: 675 321-4261 
www.pngbd.com 

 
CANADA 

 
Toronto Cricket Skating & Curling Club 
141 Wilson Avenue 
TORONTO ONTARIO M5M 3A3 
(416) 487 4581 
 
www.torcricketclub.org 

Vancouver Rowing Club 
PO Box 5206 
Stanley Park 
BRITISH COLUMBIA CANADA V6B 4B3 
Ph:  (604) 687-3400 
www.vancouverrowingclub.com 

ZIMBABWE 
Harare Sports Club 
PO Box 1104 
10th Avenue 
HARARE ZIMBABWE  
Ph: 791151 
 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The Wanderers Club 
21 North Street, Illovo 
PO Box 55019 
Northlands 2116 
JOHANNESBURG 
www.wanderersclub.co.za 

 
 

Associated Overseas Clubs continued at rear after page 25. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

It is with great delight that I pen this message of encouragement and goodwill 
to my C.C.N.S.W. Touring players on the eve of what promises to be an 
exhilarating and exciting adventure in Sri Lanka in April. 
 
God bless to our tourists.  Please extend to each and every one of your Sri 
Lankan hosts typical C.C.N.S.W. best wishes, and I look forward to all the 
reportable stories on your return. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
GREG BROOKS  PRESIDENT  
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM HARRY SOLOMONS 

Editor’s note:-Harry Solomons is the managing director of Kingsgrove Sports, the largest  
specialist cricket store in Sydney, and is generally regarded as a very generous sponsor of Club 
Cricket and promising young players in NSW.   He was a formidable all rounder, an aggressive 
right hand fast bowler and elegant left hand bat, ”a man of superior worth”, who captained 
Kelani Valley Cricket team in his youth.  S.S. Perera recorded   in their Centennial publication in 
1984 :-“ In their 1971 match at Taldua, H. Solomons, a young planter, an Old Boy of St Aloysius 
College, Galle, hit a hurricane 163 runs with 17 sixes and 3 fours and took 6 for  23 for K.V.  
This was the [then] Ceylon record for the largest number of sixes in an innings in Minor Cricket” 
(The record in 1st class cricket is held by Andrew Symonds with 16 sixes). 

 

It is with a  great sense of pleasure and “nostalgic pride” that I write this 
message of goodwill to the tourists from the Cricketers’ Club Of New South 
Wales and, of course, to their friends and hosts in exciting and “cricket crazy” 
Sri Lanka. This tour and cricket extravaganza is all the more nostalgic to me 
because as a former Sri Lankan who learnt and played his best cricket in Sri 
Lanka, I then ventured to play quite a few very enjoyable seasons for the 
Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales, having settled in my adopted homeland 
of Australia. 
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Even more nostalgic is the fact that I represented and played most of my 
schoolboy cricket in Galle for St Aloysius College and the Galle Cricket Club of 
which club I am now a life member.  In eleven years of playing cricket, soccer 
and athletics in Galle, I believe I have trodden every blade of grass in the 
Galle Esplanade which was my former home of sport, and in 1988 was 
elevated to Test stadium status. 
 
The memories of this famous old Galle playground flow thick and fast each 
time I see a Test Match being played on this ground on Australian television.  I 
will never forget representing the South Zone on this famous ground as a 
schoolboy against the then might of the Madras Gopalan Trophy team and the 
State Bank of India.  Both these teams contained many a famous Indian Test 
player.  How can I ever forget my brave and daring, but very foolish stunt of 
climbing the old walls of the old Galle Fort with my bare hands and feet as a 
youthful lad living in Galle.  Nor can I ever forget the seriousness of our many 
school matches for St Aloysius College against our traditional rivals, Richmond 
and Mahinda Colleges.  These encounters in cricket and soccer were not only 
a tradition but a means of entertainment and life to the then population of this 
grand old town of Galle. 
 
To the members of the Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales, I urge you to 
savour every bit of excitement, hospitality, cricketing skills and above all the 
smiles you will receive from your Sri Lankan hosts and the people.  They are 
simple, uncomplicated and friendly. 
 
To your Sri Lankan hosts and friends, you have the opportunity of friendships 
and knowledge our sporting ambassadors from Australia bring you.  Use it to 
enrich your lives by joining them in the celebration of their tour. 
  Harry Solomons-“harry@kingsgrovesports.com.au” 
 
 

GRACE IN GALLE 
 
W. G. Grace’s touring side made a “whistle-stop” tour in 1891. His diary 
remarked: ”Arrangements were made on a scale of generosity”. Grace also 
passed by in 1900.The Governor, Sir Arthur Havelock, was furious when he 
inspected the facilities on the day before the English XI docked. He found the 
delightful ground at Galle (down the coast from Colombo) marqueed and deck 
chaired only for the British Military and the coffee or tea planters down from 
the steep and sensational candy coloured hills. Five hundred seats had been 
laid out as if it were the Henley Regatta, for white Empire loyalists. The charge 
was three rupees which included a local waiter-laddo to serve the drinks. 
“Dismantle those stands and enclosures,’ ordered the splendid Havelock, “and 
make sure all our small fry get a look in”. It is truthful to note , 84 years later, 
that the only marquee that remained upright, guy roped, and beflagged, was 
Governor Havelock’s. At lunch  time on the first day, Havelock entertained one 
of the non-cricketing cruise passengers, H.M.Stanley, the explorer. 
 
Such celebrity upstaging made “W.G.” furious. He sulked, refused lunch, and 
went to buy in the bazaar. A contemporary report noted, “Grace was eclipsed 
in terms of attention and disappeared for some time.” Grace’s diary recorded 
simply, “The weather was too hot.” 
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Frank Keating in “Punch” 22.08.1984 on the occasion of Sri Lanka’s first Test 
at Lords 
 
 

AN EARLY HISTORY OF CRICKET IN CEYLON AND SRI LANKA TO 
THE END OF THE 20th CENTURY 

 
”There is no place in the British Empire where cricket is played more 

enthusiastically and in a finer spirit than in Ceylon”-Sir Pelham 
Warner 1922 

 
Cricket appears to have first been established in Ceylon in the 1820s, by the British 
troops brought in to put down the Sinhalese rebellion in 1818 and the subsequent 
influx of British coffee planters, who acquired Sinhalese land. 
 
The Colombo Cricket Club (which was entirely expatriate- a condition of 
membership that was only dropped in 1961) was founded in 1832 by the colonising 
merchant sportsmen. The only English newspaper of the time, the Colombo 
Journal reported  that “The 97th Regiment had won by 137 notches”. Like the 
Marylebone and Melbourne clubs in England and Australia, the Colombo Cricket 
Club took on the early work of organising cricket, both in Ceylon locally, and 
against visiting teams, and also of organising early All-Ceylon tours to India and 
Burma. 
 
English became the official language; private schools were established, and cricket 
was taught at such schools, where it was regarded as a way of improving morals, 
as well as “manly exercise”. Indeed , Lord Harris (Captain of England and 
Governor of Bengal) who guested for the Royal Academy in 1882, was later to 
describe the cricket field as     “ God’s classroom”.  The Colombo Academy (now 
‘Royal College’) under the guidance of the Reverend Brooke Bailey took a 
prominent early role, later supplemented by Ashley Walker also of The Academy, 
and games with St Thomas (“The Battle of the Blues”) started in 1878. 
 
By the 1860s properly organised cricket was being played in “the outstations” such 
as Galle and Kandy and Kalutara, who were managing to hold their own with 
Colombo.  In 1872, The Malays CC started from a small nucleus of Malayan 
soldiers, serving with the English troops.  In 1873 The Colts CC was established, 
catering for the ethnic Sinhalese and practically comprising the entire Ceylon team 
which used to play annually (commencing 1887) against “the Europeans”, 
defeating them 8 times in the initial 11 games and losing only once.  Other keenly 
competed annual games were “Columbo v Up-Country”.  Dimbulla-Agrapatna and 
Dickoya-Maskeliya were founded ‘up-country’ by the early tea planters (now taking 
over  from coffee).  The up-country climate was more congenial to the settlers and 
Nuwara-Eliya soon became the centre of a large number of English sporting 
families.  The Nondescripts were formed in 1888, to help deal with the increasing 
demand from the Sinhalese native population; originally located on the site of what 
is now the Town Hall, they moved to Maitland Place at the turn of the century.  The 
Colombo Sports Club was also formed to cope with the increasing demands of the 
European population in the Fort Area.  The Sinhalese Sports Club was formed in 
1900.  The Tamil Union Cricket and Athletic Club and the Moors SC shortly 
followed. 
 
As international cricket grew, Colombo became a convenient half-way staging post 
on the way to and from Australia or England.  The first English team to play in 
Colombo was Ivo Bligh’s in 1882 followed by Lord Sheffield in 1891,for whom W.G. 
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Grace played and was bowled by Tommy Kelaart for a duck at Galle Face Green.  
W. L. Murdoch’s Australian side played in Ceylon in 1890.In 1909, All-Ceylon beat 
Monty Noble’s Australian side on the way back from England, with Kelaart having 
match figures of 6/31 and 3/42. The first Australian team to make an extended tour 
was the Revd E.J. Waddy’s New South Welshmen in January 1914.  The side 
contained 2 Test players (Hazlitt and Minnett); nine matches were organised in 
Colombo, Galle, Kandy, Darrawell and Anuradhpura, and they defeated All-Ceylon 
by two wickets.  George Bailey, who was born in Ceylon, was part of Dick 
Gregory’s first Australian team to England in 1878 (although by then, he was living 
in Tasmania). Over the years, many prominent cricketers were to play in Ceylon – 
such as W.G. Grace, Ranjitsinjhi, McLaren, Warner, Hobbs, Barnes and Rhodes.  
From Australia, came players such as Hill, Bardsley, Darling, Trumper, Woodfull, 
Ponsford and of course Bradman.  Bradman, according to Dr. Pope, had his first 
ever  alcoholic drink in Colombo. Apart from North America and Britain, Ceylon 
was the only other country outside Australia, where he was to play. 
 
The early games against international sides used to be played at Galle Face, until 
the Colombo Cricket Club moved to Cinammon Gardens in 1894.  The Colombo 
CC continued to organise such games until the 1920s when the Ceylon Cricket 
Association was formed.  The CCA then took on the role of organising fixtures v 
visiting MCC and Australian sides during the eighteen hours their ship was in 
Colombo to refuel on the way to and from England (Ivo Bligh’s team in 1882 
actually played 2 games, as their ship, the Glenroy, collided with another ship and 
had to return to port!)   In 1934 a combined India-Ceylon side very nearly beat D.R. 
Jardine’s MCC side on its way back from India, until they lost their last 6 wickets for 
32 runs (needing 40 to win) with the English bowlers being warned for deliberately 
running on the pitch, to create rough for Verity to bowl into! 
 
Cricket at this time was entirely amateur and social. Leagues were unknown. It was 
not until 1938 that competitive league cricket came to Ceylon with the inauguration 
of the ‘Daily News Trophy’, between the first division clubs.  In 1948, this was 
displaced by the ‘P. Saravanamuttu Trophy’, with the Daily News Trophy relegated 
to second division clubs. 
 
As late as 1965, cricket was still wholly amateur, confined to Saturday afternoons 
and Sunday all day, along the lines of English amateur club cricket.  There were 
only about10-12 first class matches in a season at most. Thus by 1964, a leading 
Ceylonese writer could bemoan: “The game has not progressed as satisfactorily as 
it was hoped it would although there is no denying the wealth of talent that 
abounds…It is the opportunity to develop that has been denied the Ceylonese 
player”  (R.B. Wijesinha in “The World of Cricket” First Edition 1965). 
 
Little was he to know of the new and more successful era which was about to 
commence under Michael Tissera and Annura Tennekoon, leading up to victory in 
the ICC Trophy in 1979 (for non-Test playing countries); admission into Test 
Cricket in 1981 and initial Test victories v India in 1985, v Pakistan in 1986, v 
England and New Zealand in 1992, v Zimbabwe in 1997 and Australia and South 
Africa in 2000. 
 
But of course the event that changed cricket in Sri Lanka and perhaps in part gave 
it the appeal and power to transcend Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict, was their historic 
win in the World Cup in Lahore in 1996 v Australia.  While the game has gained 
popularity amongst ‘the masses’, the problem remains that it is an  expensive 
game to play, and relatively few players come from outside urban Colombo, where 
it is largely the preserve of well resourced private schools. 
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A Hawkes   
 

 
 

 
DOUGLAS JARDINE IN CEYLON 1934 

 
“…the last leg of the [India] tour took the MCC team to Ceylon.  It was not a 
happy fortnight.  On the second day of the match against All-Ceylon, there 
was a fair bit of noise coming from students in the one-rupee enclosure.  The 
remarks were mainly aimed at their own players but Jardine took exception 
and held up play.  This had the effect of turning the Crowd against him and the 
whistles and cat-calls started.  At the next interval Jardine insisted that the 
police remove the main offenders.  This was reluctantly agreed to and eight 
people were ejected (having had their one rupee refunded).  Hardly anyone 
turned up to watch the last day’s play. 
 
There was more trouble two days later when half the MCC side failed to arrive 
in time for the start of a one day match against  Galle.  The players were being 
driven the 75 miles from Colombo in four taxis.  Play was due to start at 11 
and by 12, only 3 of the cars had turned up.  Jardine’s party was stuck about 
ten miles from the ground, not entirely surprising, for, as the Ceylon Observer 
pointed out, “They are about the most disgraceful cars that could be 
found…The car in which Jardine was travelling, for instance, had several 
punctures on the way, and carried no spare tyres or tubes.  Later, with so 
many punctures, the tubes , it is said, commenced to rip’.  The stranded party 
was offered lifts by passers- by but, in order to make a point perhaps, Jardine 
said that he would wait until the repairs were carried out.  They turned up 2 
hours late.  “MCC Disappoint Galle Crowd” ran the headline in the local 
paper.” 
 
 From Christopher Douglas-“Douglas Jardine-Spartan Cricketer” 
 
 
“D.R Jardine provided sufficient controversy for a book.  He refused to travel in 
another’s car when the car carrying him broke down at Ambalangoda-20 miles 
and 40 minutes from Galle -and kept about 5000 spectators standing in the 
sun.  The MCC flag at the Colombo ground was hauled down by someone and 
the MCC protested.  There was “hooting” at the All-Ceylon match and Jardine 
refused to continue to play unless the police removed those responsible.  
Jardine had more trouble in this match when umpire W. S. Flindall noticed 
Clarke’s attempt to dig the pitch with his boot.  Dr C.H. Gunasekera made a 
complaint and the incident was reported to the MCC. 
 
Jardine’s petulant behaviour … was no better than his reputation in Australia 
suggested.  The English Captain addressed the boys of Royal College at 
Assembly ”on playing the game”, but his inability to adjust himself on the field 
did him no good.  His repartee with those on the fence brought much 
antagonism”. 
 
                    From S.S.Perera:- “Sri  Lanka’s Cricket Heritage 1832-1996” 
 
Editor’s note-When Jardine made his official report to Lords after the tour he commented on the 
barracking incident:-“Lunatics from the asylum had obviously been let out to witness the 
proceedings.” 
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EARLY HISTORY OF CRICKET IN SRI LANKA 
1832 Colombo Cricket Club formed 
1873 First local “Test” – Colombo C.C. v “Up-Country” 
1879 Colombo Academy (now Royal College) plays St Thomas 
1882 Ivo Bligh’s English Team play en route to Australia 
1884 First visit by Australian team to Ceylon – W. Murdoch’s team 
1887 First Match between Europeans and Ceylonese 
1890 W. Murdoch’s Australian team visits Ceylon 
1890-91 First tour from Ceylon to Malaya 
1891 W.G. Grace plays in Ceylon with Lord Sheffield’s XI 
1892 Lord Harris’s XI tour to Ceylon and India 
1894 All-Ceylon play A.E. Stoddart’s XI on way to Australia 
1895 First score over 500 in Ceylon – 518 by Dimbala 
1896 G. Trott’s Australian team visits Ceylon 
1899 First double century in Ceylon – 202* by T.W. Wright 
1899 Ceylon Cricket Annual first published 
1905 First double in Ceylon by Lieut. F.O. Faviell 
1909 All-Ceylon defeat Noble’s Australians on way back from England 
1911 W.T. Greswell takes record 232 wickets in season 
1912 S. Gregory’s Australian team visits Ceylon 
1914 Revd Waddy’s NSW team tours Ceylon 
1922 Ceylon Cricket Association formed 
1926  Herbie Collins’ Australian team play in Ceylon 
1926-27 First MCC Tour (under Arthur Gilligan) to Ceylon 
1930 Don Bradman plays in Ceylon – scores 40 
1932-3 All Ceylon to India 
1934 First century by Ceylonese v Australia – De Saram for Oxford University v. Australian touring side in 

England 
1935-6 Australia wins first 3-day match with Ceylon 
1938 “Daily News Trophy” inaugurated 
1945-6 Australian Services win second 3 day match with Ceylon 
1945-6 First visit by India 
1948 Don Bradman plays in Ceylon – scores 20 
1948 Ceylon Cricket Board of Control formed 
1949 First visit by West Indies 
1949 First visit by Pakistan 
1953 Gopalan Trophy founded – Ceylon v Madras(now Tamil Nadu ) 
1954 W.J. Bennette stumps 6 and catches 4 more in single innings in school match 
1957 F. Pereira makes record score of 352* 
1959 L. Fernando takes all 10 wickets, including hat trick, and then scores 204, all in one day in school match 
1959 Municipality CC  score 925 v Irrigation -highest total in Ceylon 
1965 Ceylon joins ICC as an Associate Member 
1968-9 First 3-day game with official Australian side:  result a draw 
1969-70 First unofficial 4-day Test v MCC – Ceylon lost 
1969-70 Bill Lawry’s Australian side play 4 games in Ceylon 
1971 Harry Solomons scores 167 for Kelani Valley with 17 sixes and three fours-then record in minor cricket 
1975 Australia play Sri Lanka in World Cup 
1979 Sri Lanka win Minor Nations ICC Trophy 
1981 Sri Lanka becomes full member of ICC 
1982 First official Test Match v England ( in Colombo) – lost 
1983  First official Test Match v Australia (in Kandy) – lost 
1984 First Test Match at Lords – drawn 
1984-85 First Sri Lankan victory v Australia in Australia-one day game 
1985 First Test victory v India 
1995 Sri Lanka win Test Series v Pakistan 2-1 
1996 Sri Lanka defeat Australia in World Cup Final in Lahore 
1997 Sri Lanka win Test match v. Zimbabwe 
1998 Sri Lanka defeat England in Test Match at Oval 
2000 Sri Lanka defeat South Africa in Test match 
2000 Sri Lanka defeat Australia in Test Match 
2001 Sri Lanka win Coca Cola Cup 
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ACCOMMODATION 

 
19.04.19 - 21.04.19 Hotel Heritance Negombo 
22.04.19 - 24.04.19 Kandalama Hotel, Dambulla 
25.04.19 - 28.04.19 Earls Regency Hotel, Kandy 
29.04.19 - 30.04.19 Grand Hotel, Nuwara Eliya 
31.04.19 Yala Yala Hotel, Yala National Park 
02.05.18 – 04.05.19 Amari Galle Hotel, Galle 
05.05.18 – 09.05.19 Marino Beach Hotel, Colombo 
 
Accommodation and travel in Sri Lanka  arranged by  Yogam Devendran of Aitken Spence 
(“AS”) Travel, Suite 603, Level 6, 74 Pitt Street, Sydney 2000: 
E-Mail: yogama@astravel.net.au; (T) 02  9267-3377 
 

FIXTURES AND SOCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
NO. DATE LOCATION OPPOSITION 

  1 EASTER Fri 19 April Arrive Negombo   Hotel Heritance Negombo Free Day 

  2 EASTER Sat 20 April Negombo Hotel Heritance Negombo Free Day Beach Dinner 

  3 EASTER Sun 21 April Colombo P Sara Ground Hotel Heritance 
Negombo 

Game 1 v AS PLC 
Cricket Club 

  4 EASTER Mon 22 April Travel to Pinawala Elphant Orphanage  and on 
to Sigiriya  Kandalama Hotel 

Free Day 

  5 Tues 23 April Dambulla Kandalama Hotel  
Anuradapura District Grounds  

Game 2 v Anuradapura 
District Team 

  6 Weds 24 April Dambulla  Kandalama Hotel 
Anuradapura District Grounds  Game 3 v Rajarata 

Cricket Club 

  7 ANZAC DAY 

Thurs 25 April 

Travel to Sigiriya rock fortress and on to Kandy 
Earls Regency Hotel 

Free day and dinner at 
Old Trinitians Club 

  8 Fri 26 April Kandy Earls Regency Hotel 
Peradeniya University Grounds 

Game 4 v Peradeniya 
Uni Cricket Club 

  9 Sat 27 April Kandy Pallekale International Stadium 

Earls Regency Hotel 

Game 5 v 

Akurana Cricket Club 

10 Sun 28 April Kandy Earls Regency Hotel Free Day 

11 Mon 29 April  Nuwara Eliya  Grand Hotel Free Day 

12 Tues 30 April Nuwara Eliya Grand Hotel  

Radella Stadium, 

Game 6 v Planters; 
Cricket Team 

13 Weds 1 May Yala Yala Hotel Evening safari in National 
Park 

Free Day 

14 Thurs 2 May Amari Galle Hotel Galle Walking Tour Free Day 

15 Fri 3 May Galle Sri Sumangala MCC Lords cricket 
ground, Hikkaduwa  Amari Galle Hotel Game 7 v FOG 

Combined Cricket Club 

16 Sat  4 May Galle Sri Sumangala MCC Lords cricket 
ground, Hikkaduwa       

Amari Galle Hotel 

Game 8 v Mathugama 
Cricket Club 

Sea food dinner 

17 Sun 5 May Colombo Marino Beach Hotel Free Day 

18 Mon 6 May Colombo   Moors Sports Club   Marino Beach 
Hotel 

Game 9 v Navy SC 

19 Tues 7 May Colombo  P Sara Oval Marino Beach Hotel Game 10 v Stallions CC 

20 Weds 8  May Colombo walking tour Marino Beach Hotel Free Day End of tour 
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NO. DATE LOCATION OPPOSITION 
dinner at Sinhalese CC 

21 Thurs 9 May End of tour Depart Colombo  Transit 

 

      THE HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS’ CLUB OF NEW SOUTH  WALES 

PART ONE  

(Based on a 1988 article by award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard) 

 
 The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when 
it was suggested that the New South Wales Cricket Association combine with 
the controlling bodies in cycling, swimming, rugby and athletics to form a 
sports club.  Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-
committee to inquire into the possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the 
Association. This committee's recommendation that the Association make an 
arrangement with the Commercial Travellers' Club in Pitt Street to use their 
premises was rejected.  The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was 
again discussed at a NSWCA meeting, but it was not until 1936 that the 
Association decided to build a club in its new building in George Street. 

The prominent solicitor Sydney Webb, who had handled the purchase of the 
six-storey building in George Street for £54,803, drafted a constitution for the 
Cricketers' Club in August 1938, and the club was registered as a company on 
14 November, 1939, two months after the outbreak of World War II, and 
opened for business on 1 July 1940. 

From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the 
development of cricket. Two cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket 
House for members to practice during lunch hours and these nets remained in 
operation until 1953.  Discussions among his fellow members made the 
Randwick batsman Jack Chegwyn aware of big possibilities for country tours 
by teams of leading players from the State's representative sides. Chegwyn, 
who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century in his five 
matches for NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for the 
pioneering work he did in the bush with teams selected at the Cricketers' Club. 

By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most 
Sydney grade cricketers were members and at the end of that year the Club 
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made a 1000 pound loan to the NSWCA to help the Association continue 
operating at a time when it had no income from Test or Sheffield Shield 
cricket. 

 Annual games at the SCG v the NSWCA commenced in 1965. In 1971, seven 
club members were in Don Bradman’s nomination for the best eleven 
Australian cricketers of the past 50 years. The Cricketers' Club entered a side in 
the City & Suburban competition in 1971 and has continued to play regularly 
in that competition. Over the years many Test players have appeared for the 
Club, including Richie Benaud, Trevor Chappell, Richard Collinge (New 
Zealand), Alan Davidson, Nilakshi de Silva  (Sri Lanka), Phil Emery, Dave 
Gilbert, Alex Hales (England).  Greg Matthews, Keith Miller, Arthur Morris, 
Geoff Lawson, ‘Mani’ Subramanya (India),  Allan Turner, Bill Watson, and 
Mike Whitney,  Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the Club introduced a 
rule automatically granting membership to Australian Test players. The 
England and Australian teams in the 1988 Bicentenary match in Sydney played 
for a trophy donated by the Cricketers’ Club. 

In 1981 the Club moved to Barracks street where it remained until the 
liquidation of the old Club in 2001 

Cricketers' Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and 
Suburban competition for more than 40 years. The Club has hosted numerous 
touring teams from countries such as England, Canada, Malaysia, India, the 
West Indies, New Zealand and the USA. Overseas tours have become 
common. 

With the liquidation of the registered club and the loss of its Barrack Street 
premises in 2001, the cricket and golf players retained the name and logo and 
continued to play, as a new incorporated association, still called “The 
Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales", which was registered on 14 July 2003. 

Editor's note: Jack Pollard (1926-2002) was the author of over 80 sports 
related books, and numerous outstanding cricket books including an 
authoritative five volume history of Australian cricket. He also wrote the most 
popular of all Australian cricket encyclopaedias, entitled “The Game and The 
Players". 
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PART 2 UPDATE 

The Sri Lanka Tour in 2019 will be the Club's 35th   overseas tour in the past 
thirty one years (plus four other separate tours to Norfolk Island, Lord Howe 
Island, Tasmania and Cairns):  

1989 Fiji 2006 Samoa 

1991 Asia 2007 New Zealand, North Island 

1992 Christchurch, New Zealand 2007 South Africa 

1993 Christchurch, New Zealand 2008 Hawaii 

1993 Canada and West Coast USA 2009 India 

1994 Malaysia and Singapore 2009 France-Ireland-England 

1995 Auckland, New Zealand 2010  Tasmania (not overseas) 

1996 Barbados/Trinidad 2010 Italy 

1997 England 2011 West Indies 

1998 Norfolk Island Not overseas) 2012 South America 

1999 Lord Howe (not overseas) 2013 Amsterdam-England-Malta 

1999 South Africa 2014 South East Asia 

2000 Vanuatu 2015 Wellington New Zealand 

2001 Bali 2015 Canada & East Coast USA 

2002 Kenya 2016 Queenstown, New Zealand 

2003 Sri Lanka 2017 Nelson, New Zealand 

2004 Cook Islands (Easter) 2017 Scotland and England 

2004 Cairns (July not overseas) 2018  Christchurch N. Z. 

2005 England 2019  Auckland N. Z. 
 

   

The Cricketers' Club has approximately 100 active cricketers. The Club also 
has a golf section. Of those 100 cricketers, approximately 30 play for the Club 
on Saturdays, and another 70 on Sundays and in mid-week games. 

In the City and Suburban competition on Saturday afternoons, the Club plays 
about 18 matches a season. These are generally about 35 overs a side, although 
by agreement, they are sometimes extended to 40 overs. The C&S 
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"competition" does not have a formal league table and not all clubs in the 
competition play each other. Nevertheless cricket is played in a competitive 
manner, and at its best, would probably equate to the standard of Sydney 4th 
Grade Cricket, although considerably shortened. In recent seasons, the Club 
has lost few C&S games. In addition there is a two part Jack Pace Cup 
competition; part 1 is a league structure for points; the top eight teams go into a 
knock out stage; C.C.N.S.W. has won the Cup four times. 

On Sundays, the Club plays eleven fixtures in a competitive over 40's 
"Masters" league, in which the Club's position has varied from league winners 
to bottom. These are 40 over a side games. Six bowlers must be used, and 
batsmen must retire on scoring 40 runs. The Club also plays an eleven round 
over 50s “Classics” competition with similar rules and in 2016 won the 
Premiership. A Veterans over 60s competition has also just commenced. 

The Club also plays about 15 other competitive but "friendly" fixtures each 
year, on grounds which have varied from major national grounds such as the 
MCG, SCG, the Gabba, Telstra (Olympic) Stadium and Bradman Oval, 
Bowral, to small country grounds such as Mandalong, and Mudgee. Opposition 
includes teams such as the Bradman Foundation, the Melbourne Cricket Club,  
Molonglo (Canberra), the Primary Club,  the Queensland Cricketers' Club, The 
Sydney Cricket Club,  and usually one or two overseas touring sides. These are 
generally full day games of about 45-50 overs a side. In February 2004, the 
Club was invited by the S.C.G. Trust and Cricket NSW to represent the 
Civilian population of the State in a match against the Military to celebrate 150 
years of cricket at the S.C.G. A special plaque to commemorate this is 
permanently displayed on the exterior wall of the home dressing room at the 
SCG and the ball used in the match is on display in the Museum 

In the 2017-2018 season, the Club played 57 fixtures and used over 100 
players. The Club is currently contactable c/o the Secretary, Adrian Hawkes, 
31 Killarney Drive, Killarney Heights, NSW 2087 (Tel: (612) 9451 7436 (H) 
or hawkesam@bigpond.com ; see also www.ccnsw.com [21.04.18] 

SRI LANKA TOUR 2019 PLAYER PROFILES 
 

NB Ages are as at commencement of tour at Easter 2019; 
 # is touring number for the Club 

 
GREG BALLARINO  # 232      Aged 49                                                          
Engineer 
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Right hand middle order batsman and occasional swing bowler. Currently plays 2nd/3rd 
Grade in Townsville in Northern Queensland and over the past 30 or more years has 
also played in Western Australia and Tasmania. Also coaches at a senior level. First 
tour abroad. Coming with his wife Kellie. 

 
ROBERT BEVILACQUA # 171   Aged 57  Mitsubishi Service & Parts Manager 
 
Right hand Opening Batsman and off spin bowler and a specialist gully fieldsman. 
Played for the Port Melbourne Cricket Club in the Victorian Sub District during the 
1980s-90s and was involved in 3 Senior Premierships. Played the next ten years for 
Doutta Stars Senior Division in the Victorian Turf Cricket Association; involved in 4 
Premierships. Returned to the Port Melbourne CC and now currently playing in the 
lower grades in the one day competitions. Eighth overseas cricket trip with 
C.C.N.S.W. after Italy in 2010, South America in 2012, England in 2013 and 2017, SE 
Asia in 2014, North America in 2015 and Nelson New Zealand in 2016. Coming with 
his wife Julie. 
 
STEPHEN BLOMFIELD  Aged 54                   Retired banker. Now Cricket Umpire 

 
Stephen played cricket to age 36 with Auburn Shire Cricket club before turning to 
umpiring where he is now in his 18th season as the Secretary of the Sydney Shires 
Cricket Umpires Association. He also manages the umpires for the Sydney Masters 
and Classics competitions to which CCCNSW is a part of. As at the start of 2019 
Stephen has umpired a total of 451 matches in the Shires competition including being 
appointed to five First Grade Grand Finals. Stephen joins a CCNSW tour for the first 
time as he has always wanted to visit Sri Lanka. He'll be on the tour as a non player 
who might be available to umpire once or twice if the opportunity is available 
 
PAUL BRANDON #115 Aged 47                                                                 Surveyor 

  
Heavy scoring aggressive right hand bat and useful wicket keeper.  Has played Shires 
cricket with Warringah and Grade cricket with North Sydney and Manly, and played 
regularly with the Cricketer’s Club before moving to Bowral. Used to be an 
enthusiastic soccer and Australian Rules player with Sydney University. Seventh tour 
with the Cricketers’ Club after Sri Lanka, New Zealand, South America, South Africa 
and India as well as Tasmania.  Coming with his wife Jane and two young children, 
Rose and Luke. 
 
BRUCE COPPOCK #202 Aged 64                                                             Grazier 
 
Right hand batsman and wicket keeper; played early cricket around Moree; toured 
with Armidale Wheatons C.C. to South Africa and to South America and has 
represented NSW Country over 60s v Queensland;  this will be his second tour with 
the Cricketers’ Club after North America in 2015. 
 
JOHN FISH # 203 Aged 57                                                                    Developer 
 
John is an extremely aggressive right handed batsman capable of mauling 
most attacks. Bowling is left to his team mates whilst fielding in close or slipping. 
Current Captain of Broadbeach over 40s, 2017 undefeated Premiers. This will be his 
third overseas tour with C.C.N.S.W. after touring the East Coast of USA in 2015 and 
the UK in 2017.   
 
CRAIG FLETCHER # 224 Aged 47             Project Manager                                         
                                    
Left arm medium pace swing bowler. Captained one day “Warehouse” cricket team in 
Queensland for eleven of the fifteen years that they entered the competition for three 
premierships. Took 236 wickets during this time at an average of just under 15, with 
twelve five wicket hauls and best figures of 6 wickets for 4 runs.  Currently plays for 
CCNSW in the over 40s Masters  and occasionally for Sydney University Veterans in 
the City and Suburban competition and  helps administratively with their Grade sides 
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on Saturdays Also a member of the Q.C.C.. Handy lower middle order batsman, with 
a high score of 68 and an average closely resembling that of his bowling. Has been 
known to drink as many beers after a game as overs bowled during it. Second 
overseas cricket tour after Christchurch, New Zealand in 2018; coming with his wife 
Alsace. 
 
SOREN HUGHES # 216   Aged 39                           Corporate Banker 

Right hand bat and medium fast bowler. An all-rounder whose dedication to bowling 
pace is probably responsible for a lesser amount of time being spent at the batting 
crease.  Grew up playing junior cricket in country NSW but took a substantial "career 
break" before later returning to competitive cricket five years ago within the St George 
District of Sydney. Soren is a member of the NSW Cricket Umpires and Scorers 
Association and umpires NSW Premier Cricket (Men’s and Women’s Grade Cricket) in 
his spare time. Fourth overseas cricket experience after  3 short  tours to New 
Zealand: -Nelson in 2017, Christchurch in 2018 and Auckland in 2019, other than a 
brief foray on Juhu Beach, Mumbai, India in 2014. Coming with his wife Gwen Bale 
and son Ezekiel.   
EZEKIEL HUGHES # 233    Aged 13                                       Student 

Right hand  top order batsman and part time leg spin bowler who has been playing 
cricket for five years, currently for St Joseph’s Riverwood Cricket Club with a highest 
score so far of 62*. While he has occasionally played for C.C.N.S.W., this will be his 
first overseas tour with the Club . looking forward to bat shopping in Colombo. Son of 
Soren Hughes. 
STEVEN KISH # 166  Aged 71     Semi-retired; consultant in the clothing industry 
 
Wicket keeper and right hand batsman; current President of Burwood Cricket Club in 
the Eastern Cricket Association in Melbourne. Previous Cricket Clubs: Waverley Sub 
District, Salesian College Old Boys. Former Captain / Coach, now playing veterans 
with Burwood Cricket Club in Melbourne.  Eighth overseas cricket tour with 
C.C.N.S.W. after England (three times) in 2009, 2013 and 2017, South America in 
2012, South East Asia in 2014, North America and Canada in 2015 and New Zealand 
(Nelson) in 2016. Coming with his wife Susanne. 
 
PAUL MOORHOUSE # 134  Aged 55                                                      Barrister 
 
Right arm off spinner and lower order bat.  Paul has played cricket most seasons 
since high school, mainly in the Northern Suburbs A grade comp, and more recently 
with the Cricketers’ Club and Sydney University Veterans.  Paul spent his school and 
immediately post-school years masquerading as an opening/top order bat, but the 
increasing refusal of his feet to move has seen him revert to off-spin. Fourth tour with 
C.C.N.S.W. after England in 2005, India in 2009 and North America in 2015. Coming 
with his partner Aylin Dulagil 
 
BRUCE PENDLEBURY # 173 Aged 65                                                         Retired   
                                                                                            
Right hand upper order batsman [hopeless against spin] and slow right hand medium 
pace bowler who used to play for Moorabbin Park in the Victorian JCA from 1970 
through to mid 80's and later in the Victorian DDCA Sunday Veterans comp from 
1995 - 2000 ,  but apart from the Italy tour, has not held a bat or ball since. Seventh  
tour for the Cricketers’ Club after Italy in 2010, South America in 2012, SE Asia in 
2014, North America in 2015, New Zealand (Nelson) and England in 2017. Coming 
with his wife Allison. 
 
TOM ROBERTSON # 41       Aged 46                                  Computer programmer 
 
Aggressive and hard hitting left hand opening bat and right hand fast medium bowler 
who often likes to bowl round the wicket. Tom used to play for his local side 
Peakhurst in a hard wicket competition where his skills made him a formidable player 
Has played regularly for the Cricketers’ Club’s C&S side since 2009. Toured with the 
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Cricketers’ Club since a teenager to New Zealand, Malaysia and Lord Howe with his 
father Rodger who was a very accomplished first grader, and also to Samoa in 2006, 
England (twice) in 2013 and 2017,, North America in 2015 and  New Zealand 5 times 
Wellington,  2015, Queenstown in  2016 Nelson in 2017 Christchurch in 2018 and 
Auckland in 2019.  
 
DAVE STEWART # 53 Aged 59                                                               Electrician 
 
Right hand off spinner and right hand bat. Formerly played First Grade and 
representative cricket in Mackay and for Queensland Country. Now plays for Pioneer 
Valley in Mackay, Northern Queensland. This will be his ninth tour with the Cricketers’ 
Club after Malaysia, West Indies, South Africa, England, Italy, South America, SE 
Asia and North America. Coming with his partner Desley Ferguson. 
 
SCOTT WELLS # 170 Aged 48                                                         Civil Engineer  
                                                                                      
Right hand batsman and leg spin bowler. Formerly played with the Wenty Waratahs in 
the Parramatta District until moving to the Blue Mountains in 2002 where he played for 
5 years with Springwood CC before joining the C.C.N.S.W. in 2009. He has played the 
last ten City and Suburban completion seasons with C.C.N.S.W.. During his years at 
Wenty they won two A grade premierships and represented Parramatta in the Martin 
Shield for two seasons. At Springwood he helped the first grade side to their first 1st 
grade premiership for over 20 years. Fifth tour for the Cricketers’ Club after England in 
2009 and 2017, West Indies in 2011 and New Zealand in 2016; Coming with his wife 
Ingrid. 
 
JOHN WISE # 203  Aged 57                  General Manager - Universal Cleaning Group 
 
Right hand bat and medium slow bowler: Used to play in Victoria for Salesian Old 
Boys 1972 and was President for seven years; now concentrates on coaching and 
was the Cricket Victoria South East Metro Coach 2004-2009; has coached Hawthorn-
Monash Women’s First XI – 2001-2003 (A Grade Premiers 2001), and Berwick 
Springs C.C 2010-2013 (Premiers 2011), Currently President of Berwick Springs 
Cricket Club.  Fourth tour for the Club after North America in 2015, Nelson, New 
Zealand in 2017 and Christchurch in 2018. 
 
TREVOR WORLAND # 187  Aged 56   Project Officer in the Australian Public Service 
                                                                                      
Right hand tail end bat and medium pace bowler; used to play senior district cricket in 
the Penrith area but stopped in his late twenties and it was not until 2011 that he was 
enticed to have a net and make a come-back after twenty years. South American 
Tourist in 2012, UK and Malta 2013, and SE Asia in 2014. Travelling with his wife, 
Joanne. 
 
TONY WOOD # 192  Aged 53        Chartered Quantity Surveyor and Project manager 
 
Powerful right upper order bat, slow left arm bowler and occasional keeper who plays 
regularly lower Grade and also for the premiership winning Mosman Masters side In 
Sydney. Has played cricket in Australia, South Africa, Holland, Jersey and Guernsey 
and of course club cricket in England with Bromley in Kent, Cirencester in the 
Cotswolds and Incogniti a wandering social side. Emigrated to Australia twice in four 
years because of work but currently back in England. Third tour for the Club after 
England in 2013 and 2017 and North America in 2015. Intends to develop as a coach 
of junior cricketers in his later years. 
 
IAN WRIGHT Aged 62                                        Retired banker. Now Cricket Scorer 

 
Ian is the first Grade scorer for Sydney Cricket Club in NSW Premier Cricket.  He is 
also one if the scorers for NSW in Sheffield Shield, Matador Cup and for the Sydney 
Sixers and Sydney Thunder in the Big Bash. He has also scored for Australia at the 
SCG. Ian was formerly a first grade umpire and was Tour Umpire for C.C.N.S.W. on 
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tours to Asia, England (twice), New Zealand and North America.  This will be his sixth 
overseas tour with the Club. 
 
KEN YARDY # 113 Aged 55                                                                         Solicitor  
Right hand bat, occasional keeper; nowadays more a social cricketer. Scored a 
century on debut in senior cricket and still trying for his second!  Persuaded to join the 
Cricketers’ Club in 2002. Has toured Kenya, Sri Lanka, the Cook Islands, Cairns, 
England (four times), Samoa, New Zealand (three tomes), Hawaii, India, Tasmania, 
Italy, South America (with a broken leg!), South East Asia and North America with the 
Club. This will be his 20th   tour with the Club. Coming with his wife Lianne. 
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THE 4 AGES OF CRICKET 

 
The Age of Innocence or Youth 
 
The Age when you arrive on the cricket ground half an hour before the match is supposed 
        to start   
The Age when it’s only a question of whether you bat number one or number two,  
       where it’s a question, as far as bowling is concerned, as to which end you open. 
The Age where you walk as of right to cover point, 
       where your definition of a quick run is a fairly thick edge to first slip. 
When to wear a box is a sign of extreme effeminacy. 
       And when after the game you jump into some fast sports car, in the  
       passenger seat of which is seated a delicious blonde, and as you drive away,  
       happy with the thought that she  will be even easier to attain than that century 
       which the scorer was at that moment inscribing in the book against your name. 
 
The Age of Discretion or the Age of the Middle Man 
 
The Age when you arrive on the ground just as the umpires are walking out. 
The Age where you can with difficulty be persuaded to bat as high as number six. 
The Age where you expect, and sometimes get, a couple of overs before tea  
       when the match is over. 
The Age when to forget your box is worse than forgetting your wife’s birthday. 
The Age when after the game you slip off, quickly home in the car, to your wife 
       to avoid a  row.  
 
The Age of Senility 
 
The Age when to be placed number ten is just a little too high. 
      Where to be asked to bowl is a deliberate and calculated insult. 
The Age when fielding is only possible with the feet. 
The Age when you define a short run as a very slow hit ball to deep extra cover. 
The Age when your box has become a permanent appendage to your truss. 
The Age when, after the game, you may be found, sitting in the local pub harbouring  
       improper, but alas, impractical thoughts about the aged and unattractive barmaid. 
 
The Age of Retirement 
 
The Age where no longer can you play, 
       but where you perambulate around the perimeter of the ground– 
       a magnificent silhouette against the dying sun, 
       when you pour out to anyone foolish enough to listen, an unending stream of 
      apocryphal stories of your youth 
The Age when your box reposes on your dressing table-  
      a receptacle for spare collar studs. 
The Age, alas, when sex is no more than a Latin numeral. 
 
 Humphrey Tilling – Speech to the Forty Club (1957) on its 21st anniversary 
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    The Club anthem of Kelani Valley Cricket Club 1884 
 
From the precincts of towns, if you roam to the land, 
Where they cherish the evergreen tea, 
You may happen to see there, a queer sort of chap, 
Whose manners may strike you as free, 
His clothes are not marvels of tailoring art, 
For he lives in a state of undress, 
But the man they enclose must be classed among those 
Who are ticketed one of the best. 
 
    Chorus: He’s a man from Kelani Valley. 
  He is a man of superior worth. 
  A far better man than the usual lot. 
  Who swagger about on this earth. 
  This world would be Hades without him. 
  In Heaven he would sit with the great. 
  If he’s not “bugging” round. 
  He will always be found. 
  On the Kelani Valley Estate. 
 
Now perhaps through Hyde Park you have strolled now and then, 
And while admiring the Dukes and the Earls, 
You will happen to see there a queer sort of cove, 
Who draws the eyes of the prettiest girls. 
You see them together huddled together awhile, 
Endeavouring to find out his name. 
Then they rush to a Bobby who gives them a smile, 
For his answer is always the same, 
 
    Chorus:………………………………….  
 
Now St Peter one morn midst a terrible din, 
At Paradise Gates was enthroned. 
Some Upcountry planters who couldn’t get in, 
Entreated together and groaned. 
Why, open the gates with a flourish, they cried, 
It is one who will not be denied. 
Now who is this fellow you favour so much? 
And thus St Peter replied— 
 
    Chorus:…………………………………….. 
 
[Kelani Valley was a Planters Club about 40 miles from Colombo and used to serve the 
sporting activities and social life of the planters in the Kelani Valley] 
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BRADMAN AND CEYLON 

 
Apart from England and Australia, Ceylon was the only country in which Don Bradman 
ever played cricket. 

 
His first innings outside Australia - 1930 

 
“The only cricket played since leaving Australia was a one-day game at Colombo on 
2 April against All-Ceylon on the CCC ground.  The sequence of Australian visits to Ceylon 
had … started on a regular basis in 1926, though the earliest Australian side to play in 
Ceylon had been the 1884 side to England, and the 1921 Australians would have played 
there, had not their ship put into port too late.  The attraction in 1884 had been Bonner, 
Murdoch and Giffen; in 1930 the attraction was D.G. Bradman.  The biggest crowd ever 
seen at a cricket match in Ceylon turned up for him.  He made a sound, if sedate, 40 in his 
first innings outside Australia, while both Ponsford and Woodfull got half-centuries.  The 
‘real’ Bradman, the murderer of bowling, was not on view.  Bradman, most unusually for 
him, was out ‘hit wicket’ – a form of dismissal in first-class cricket which was to befall him 
only once, and that as far on in his career as 1947-48.  The successful Ceylon bowler was 
the old Royalist boy, Neil S. Joseph, primarily a batsman, on his first appearance for 
Ceylon.  Don Bradman was only to play once more in this delightful island, at the end of 
his career in 1948”. 
 
 from Irving Rosenwater:  “Sir Donald Bradman – A Biography” (1978) 
 
 
 
  

SRI LANKA-NATIONAL EMBLEM AND FLAG 
 
After gaining independence in 1948, a new State emblem was devised. It has a lion, 
probably to represent “ The Lion Race”, the Sinhalese, with a sword in its forepaw, 
encircled with a “Palapethi” design around. After Sri Lanka became a republic in 1972, 
further symbols were added below, portraying the punkalasa, dhammachakka, sun, moon, 
and two sheaves of paddy.  These are all shown on the logo on the frontispiece of this 
brochure. 
 
The Lion was derived from the Sinhalese kingdom of Kandy, a.k.a. “the Lion Flag”, which 
was used as the national flag of Ceylon prior to becoming a British colony in 1815.It was  
re-adopted in 1948 but in an attempt to achieve national unity, now has green and orange 
bands to represent the Muslim and Tamil communities, and four “bo” leaves of the sacred 
“pipul” tree, a Buddhist symbol of enlightenment, have been added at the corners. 
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Advance Australia Fair 
 

 
Australia’s sons let us rejoice, 
(Australians all let us rejoice), 
For we are young and free; 
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil, 
Our home is girt by sea; 
Our land abounds in Nature’s gifts 
Of beauty rich and rare; 
In history’s page, let every stage 
Advance Australia fair! 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
When gallant Cook from Albion sail’d, 
To trace wide oceans o’er, 
True British courage bore him on, 
Till he landed on our shore. 
Then here he raised Old England’s flag, 
The standard of the brave; 
With all her faults we love her still, 
“Brittania rules the wave!” 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
Beneath our radiant Southern Cross, 
We’ll toil with hearts and hands; 
To make our youthful 
Commonwealth 
(To make this Commonwealth of 
ours) 
Renowned of all the lands; 

For loyal sons beyond the seas 
(For those who’ve come across the 
seas) 
We’ve boundless plains to share 
With courage let us all combine  
To advance Australia fair. 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
While other nations of the globe 
Behold us from afar, 
We’ll rise to high renown and shine 
Like our glorious southern star; 
From England, Scotia, Erin’s Isle, 
Who come our lot to share, 
Let all combine with heart and hand 
To advance Australia fair! 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!” 
 
Shou’d foreign foe e’er sight our coast, 
Or dare a foot to land, 
We’ll rouse to arms like sires of yore 
To guard our native strand; 
Brittania then shall surely know, 
Beyond wide ocean’s roll, 
Her sons in fair Australia’s land 
Still keep a British soul. 
In joyful strains then let us sing, 
“Advance Australia fair!”

 
 
 
Note:  Composed by Peter Dodds McCormick, probably in 1878.  For Federation 1901, 
McCormick added a reference to the new commonwealth. 
 
In 1984 the song became the national anthem.  Verses 2, 4 and 5 were rejected.  In the 
remaining two verses three lines were reworked (the new lines appear in brackets). 
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THE CRICKETERS CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES -THE COLOURS AND 

EMBLEM 
 

“True to the Blue” 
 
New South Wales-Why the name? 
 
Originally part of “New Holland”, It became known as “New South Wales” after Cook’s 
exploration of the East Coast of  what is now called “Australia” in 1770, although whether 
Cook personally at the time called it New South Wales, and if so, why, is still a subject of 
doubt and scholarly speculation. Possibly Cook originally called it “New Wales”, by 
analogy with the islands of “New Britain”, which had originally been part of New Guinea. 
What is certain is that the name emerged later after he had dispatched his Journal to the 
Admiralty. Why “Wales” and why “South Wales” will probably never be known. 
 
Royal Blue –why the colour? 
 
When intercolonial cricket commenced in the 1850s, the Victorians wore dark blue 
trousers and white shirts. NSW wore white trousers and light blue shirts. They became 
known as the “Light Blues”.In 1904-5, the colour changed to Royal Blue. The colour 
remains Royal 
Blue and the NSW team still remains known by its traditional name as “the Blues” 
 
Comparison to “the Green and Gold” 
 
“The Blues” can trace their origin approximately 40 years before the adoption of the 
traditional Australian “Green and Gold”, which were not adopted as national colours till the 
Australian tour to England in 1899 nor for home Tests until after Federation in 1902. Prior 
to that time it had been customary in home Tests to wear the colours of the State in which 
the match was played-i.e.-dark blue in Victoria and light blue in NSW. 
 
The first Australian touring team to England in 1878 wore black and white; the 1880 team 
–faded magenta and black; the 1882 team wore the colours of the 96th regiment-red, black 
and yellow. That then changed to the red white and blue of the Melbourne Cricket Club, 
although once, the light blue caps of the East Melbourne Club were used. By 1890, the 
team had adopted dark blue blazers and caps, with gold trim with, for the first time, the 
Australian Coat of Arms. It was the 1899 team to England that first adopted the Green and 
Gold, but it was not until 1902 at the MCG that the Green and Gold were worn in a home 
Test. Thus the Royal Blue colours adopted by The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales 
arguably have an older provenance, dating back to the 1850s, than the national colours 
which only date to the turn of the century. 
 
The Emblem-Why the Cross of St George? 
 
The emblem is taken from the Coat of Arms of the Colony, originally designed in 1875-6, 
and subsequently formally granted by King Edward VII in 1906 and described  as:-“Azure, 
a Cross Argent, voided Gules a lion passant guardant and on each member with a Mullet 
of eight points Or “ [I.e.- a red cross with a golden lion at the centre and stars at each 
point]  
The gold crossed bats need no explanation. The cross of St George is English as is  the 
lion, and not Welsh. The design comes from the British Royal Navy White Ensign, with 
whom its co-designer Captain Hixson, President of the Marine Board was closely 
connected. 
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 The connection is with England or perhaps Britain as the home country, not with Wales. It 
remains the official Coat of Arms of New South Wales. 
 
  



 
 
 

 
 

ASSOCIATED CLUBS (continued from frontispiece) 
 

ASIA 
 

Hong Kong Cricket Club 
137 Wong Nei Chung Gap Road 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 574 6266 
www.hkcc.org 

Hong Kong Football Club 
3 Sports Road, Happy Valley 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 830 9500 
www.hkfc.com.hk. 

Calcutta Cricket & Football Club 
19/2 Gurusaday Road 
BALLYGUNGE 
CALCULLTA 19 INDIA 700019 
Ph: 388951/201 
www.calcuttaweb.com 

The Cricket Club of India 
J.N. Tata Pavilion 
Brabourne Stadium 
Dinshaw Vachha Road 
MUMBAI  INDIA  400 020 
Ph:  9122 2876 051 

BCA Garware Club House 
Wankhede Stadium 
'D' Road 
Churchgate 
MUMBAI INDIA 400 020 
Ph: 285 4444 

Madras Cricket Club 
1 Babu Jagjivan Ram Road 
Chennai 
MADRAS INDIA  600 005 
Ph: 841-797 
www.madrascricketclub.com 

Royal Selangor Club 
PO Box 10137 
Kuala Lumpur, 50704 
MALAYSIA 
Ph: (063) 292 7166 
www.rscweb.org.my 

Colombo Swimming Club 
Storm Lodge, PO Box 863 
148 Galle Road 
COLUMBO SRI LANKA 
Ph:  00 941 421 645 
csc@srilanka.net 

Singapore Cricket Club 
Connaught Drive 
SINGAPORE 0617 
Ph: (0011) 65 338-9271 
www.scc.org.sg/ 

The British Club of Singapore 
73 Bukit Tinggi Road 
SINGAPORE  1128 
Ph:  (0011) 65 467-4611 
www.acmedia.to/britclub/1 
 

The British Club (Thailand) 
189 Surawong Road, Bangrak, 
BANGKOK THAILAND 10500 
Ph: (662)  234 0247 
www.britishclubbangkok.org 

Kowloon Cricket Club 
10 Cox's Road 
KOWLOON HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 3-674 141 
www.kcc.org.hk/ 

Johore Cultural & Sports Club 
623 Jalan Sungai Chat 
80100 Johore Bahru 
Johore MALAYSIA 
07 241 899 
 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Cricketers’ Club of London, 
71, Blandford Street 
LONDON W1 U 8AB 
ENGLAND 
020 7486 2635 
www.cricketers.co.uk 

 
MIDDLE EAST 
Doha Club 
PO Box 3666 
Doha Qatar, Arabian Gulf 
MIDDLE EAST 
Ph: (974) 418822 
www.qnhc.com/English/doha_club 

 
NEW ZEALAND 
The Cricket Society of Auckland 
Clubrooms, Eden Park 
PO Box 2860 
AUCKLAND 1 NEW ZEALAND 
 

 


