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ASSOCIATED CLUBS – AUSTRALIA 
 The Canberra Club 
45 West Row Street 
CANBERRA   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248-9000 
www.canberraclub.com.au  
 

Ainslie Football & Social Club Inc.          
52 Wakefield Avenue 
PO Box 183 
DICKSON   ACT   2600 
Ph: (02) 6248 8422 
www.ainsliefc.com  

The Victorian Club 
Level 41, Rialto Building 
525 Collins Street,  
MELBOURNE,VICTORIA,  3000 
(613) 9614 2127 
www.vicclub.com.au 

Carlton Cricket, Football & Social Club 
(Princess Park) 
PO Box 83 
CARLTON NORTH   VIC   3054 
Ph: (03) 9387-1400 
www.carltonfc.com.au 

 Sandringham Club 
92 Beach Street 
SANDRINGHAM   VIC   3191 
Ph: (03) 9598-1322 

  
WEST INDIES 
Pickwick Cricket Club 
Kensington Oval 
BRIDGETOWN BARBADOS 
Ph:  426-3151 
 

SOUTH AMERICA 
 
National Club of Sao Paulo 
Rua Angatuba 703 
SAO PAULO  BRAZIL 
 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
 
Aviat Social and Sporting Club 
Aviat Street (P. O. Box 91, Konedobu 125) 
KONEDOBU 
Ph: 675 321-4261 
www.pngbd.com 

CANADA 
 
Toronto Cricket Skating & Curling Club 
141 Wilson Avenue 
TORONTO ONTARIO M5M 3A3 
(416) 487 4581 
www.torcricketclub.org 

 
Vancouver Rowing Club 
PO Box 5206 
Stanley Park 
BRITISH COLUMBIA CANADA V6B 4B3 
Ph:  (604) 687-3400 
www.vancouverrowingclub.com 

 
ZIMBABWE 
 
Harare Sports Club 
PO Box 1104 
10th Avenue 
HARARE ZIMBABWE  
Ph: 791151 

 
SOUTH AFRICA 
The Wanderers Club 
21 North Street, Illovo 
PO Box 55019 
Northlands 2116 
JOHANNESBURG 
www.wanderersclub.co.za 

 
Associated Overseas Clubs continued inside Back Cover 
 
 

http://www.canberraclub.com.au/
http://www.ainsliefc.com/
http://www.vicclub.com.au/
http://www.carltonfc.com.au/
http://www.pngbd.com/
http://www.torcricketclub.org/
http://www.vancouverrowingclub.com/
http://www.wanderersclub.co.za/


THE CRICKETERS' CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES  
HAMILTON, NEW ZEALAND TOUR JANUARY 2026 

 3 

 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
As President of the Cricketers’ Club of NSW it is with real pleasure that I write these words of 
encouragement and goodwill to my fellow C.C.N.S.W. tourists. The tour promises to be an outstanding trip 
to Hamilton. Indeed we are most fortunate to be able to participate in such a tour. Let us extend to each 
and every one of our hosts the typical C.C.N.S.W. characteristics of fair play and healthy respect for this 
wonderful game of cricket. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
Greg Brooks President C.C.N.S.W. 

Tour Contacts 
Tour Manager:  David Craig: (+61) 434 353 436 (Mob): davidjcraig_99@yahoo.com  

Accommodation:    Novotel  7 Alma Street, Hamilton Central, Hamilton 3244,+64 7 838 1366 

 

FIXTURES AND SOCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 

Date Day Item Time and Location 

19.01 Monday Arrive from Sydney   

20.01 Tuesday Game 1 vs Morrinsville Creamers 11am 

21.01 Wednesday Free day  

22.01 Thursday Game 2  vs Cambridge Antiques 11am 

23.01 Friday Free Day  

24.01 Saturday Free Day  

25.01 Sunday Game 3 vs Kapaki 11am 

26.01 Monday Depart for Sydney In transit 
 
 

                   HISTORY OF THE CRICKETERS' CLUB of NSW      www.ccnsw.com     

                   (Based on an article by award-winning cricket writer Jack Pollard) 

The idea of forming a club for Sydney cricketers was first raised in 1894 when it was suggested that the 

New South Wales Cricket Association combine with the controlling bodies in cycling, swimming, rugby and 

athletics to form a sports club.  Nothing came of the notion but in 1896 the NSWCA set up a sub-

committee to inquire into the possibility of acquiring clubrooms for the Association. This committee's 

recommendation that the Association make an arrangement with the Commercial Travellers' Club in Pitt 

Street to use their premises was rejected.   

The Cricketers' Club idea lapsed until 1927 when it was again discussed at a NSWCA meeting, but it was 

not until 1936 that the Association decided to build a club in its new building in George Street. The 

prominent solicitor Sydney Webb, who had handled the purchase of the six-storey building in George 

Street for £54,803, drafted a constitution for the Cricketers' Club in August 1938, and the club was 

registered as a company on 14 November, 1939, two months after the outbreak of World War II, and 

opened for business on 1 July 1940. 

mailto:davidjcraig_99@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/search?q=Novotel+hamilton&sca_esv=88b16f0ad95c48d3&source=hp&ei=sOFIafa0FZTJ0-kP3cnWiQg&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaUjvwK5AsdNTl7cfY-BG0PdNK_FivjZ2&ved=0ahUKEwj2zPStxdCRAxWU5DQHHd2kNYEQ4dUDCBU&uact=5&oq=Novotel+hamilton&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IhBOb3ZvdGVsIGhhbWlsdG9uMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMhQQLhiABBjHARiYBRiZBRieBRivATIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABEiuPlAAWMc3cAB4AJABAJgBlQOgAY4QqgEJMC43LjIuMC4xuAEDyAEA-AEC-AEBmAIKoALNEMICCxAAGIAEGJECGIoFwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICEBAAGIAEGLEDGEMYyQMYigXCAhcQLhiABBjHARiYBRiZBRieBRiOBRivAcICCBAAGIAEGLEDwgIXEC4YgAQYsQMYxwEYmAUYmQUYngUYrwHCAgsQABiABBixAxiSA8ICGRAuGIAEGEMYxwEYmAUYmQUYigUYngUYrwHCAg4QLhiABBjHARiOBRivAZgDAJIHCTAuNy4yLjAuMaAHhHeyBwkwLjcuMi4wLjG4B80QwgcFMC4xLjnIBymACAA&sclient=gws-wiz
http://www.ccnsw.com/
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From the start the Cricketers' Club membership strongly supported the development of cricket. Two 

cricket nets were set up on the roof of Cricket House for members to practice during lunch hours and 

these nets remained in operation until 1953.  Discussions among his fellow members made the Randwick 

batsman Jack Chegwyn aware of big possibilities for country tours by teams of leading players from the 

State's representative sides. Chegwyn, who scored 375 runs at an average of 46.87 with one century in 

his five matches for NSW between 1940 and 1942, became a sporting legend for the pioneering work he 

did in the bush with teams selected at the Cricketers' Club. 

By 1942 the Cricketers' Club had made such dramatic progress that most Sydney grade cricketers were 

members and at the end of that year the Club made a 1000 pound loan to the NSWCA to help the 

Association continue operating at a time when it had no income from Test or Sheffield Shield cricket. 

 Annual games at the SCG v the NSWCA commenced in 1965. In 1971, seven club members were in Don 

Bradman’s nomination for the best eleven Australian cricketers of the past 50 years. The Cricketers' Club 

entered a side in the City & Suburban competition in 1971 and has continued to play regularly in that 

competition.  

Over the years many Test players have appeared for the Club, including Richie Benaud, Trevor Chappell, 

Richard Collinge (New Zealand), Alan Davidson, Nilakshi de Silva  (Sri Lanka), Keith Elloy (Singapore), 

Phil Emery, Dave Gilbert, Alex Hales (England),  Greg Matthews, Keith Miller, Arthur Morris, Geoff 

Lawson, ‘Mani’ Subramanya (India),  Allan Turner, Bill Watson, and Mike Whitney.   

Under the presidency of Ron Holmes the Club introduced a rule automatically granting membership to 

Australian Test players. The England and Australian teams in the 1988 Bicentenary match in Sydney 

played for a trophy donated by the Cricketers’ Club. 

In 1981 the Club moved to Barracks Street where it remained until the liquidation of the old Club in 2001 

Cricketers' Club teams have been a dominating force in the Sydney City and Suburban competition for 

over 50 years. The Club has hosted numerous touring teams from countries such as England, Canada, 

Malaysia, India, the West Indies, New Zealand and the USA. Overseas tours have become common. 

With the liquidation of the registered club and the loss of its Barrack Street premises in 2001, the cricket 

and golf players retained the name and logo and continued to play, as a new incorporated association, still 

called “The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales", which was registered on 14 July 2003. 

Editor's note: Jack Pollard (1926-2002) was the author of over 80 sports related books, and numerous 

outstanding cricket books including an authoritative five volume history of Australian cricket. He also wrote 

the most popular of all Australian cricket encyclopaedias, entitled “The Game and the Players". 
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PART TWO UPDATE  

The Cricketers' Club currently has approximately 100 active cricketers. The Club also has a golf section. 

Of those 100 cricketers, approximately 30 play for the Club on Saturdays, and another 70 on Sundays and 

in mid-week games 

The Hamilton New Zealand Tour in January 2026 will be the Club's 39th overseas tour since 1989 (plus 

eight other separate domestic tours to Adelaide. Cairns. Darwin, Lord Howe, Norfolk Island, Perth, and 

twice to Tasmania)  

1989 Fiji 2009 France-Ireland-England 

1991 Asia 2010  Tasmania (not overseas) 

1992 Christchurch, New Zealand 2010 Italy 

1993 Christchurch, New Zealand 2011 West Indies 

1993 Canada and West Coast USA 2012 South America 

1994 Malaysia and Singapore 2013 Amsterdam-England-Malta 

1995 Auckland, New Zealand 2014 South East Asia 

1996 Barbados/Trinidad 2015 Wellington New Zealand 

1997 England 2015 Canada & East Coast USA 

1998 Norfolk Island Not overseas) 2016 Queenstown, New Zealand 

1999 Lord Howe (not overseas) 2017 Nelson, New Zealand 

1999 South Africa 2017 Scotland and England 

2000 Vanuatu 2018    Christchurch New Zealand. 

2001 Bali 2019          Auckland New Zealand. 

2002 Kenya 2019                    Sri Lanka-Easter 

2003 Sri Lanka 2020               Perth (not overseas) 

2004 Cook Islands (Easter) 2022            Darwin (not overseas) 

2004 Cairns (July not overseas) 2023       Tasmania ( not overseas) 

2005 England 2024         Adelaide (not overseas) 

2006 Samoa 2024           Barbados and St Lucia 

2007 New Zealand, North Island 2025     Queenstown New Zealand 

2007 South Africa 2025                                   Japan 

2008 Hawaii 2026           Hamilton, New Zealand 

2009 India 2026                     UK (proposed) 
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In the City and Suburban competition on Saturday and some Sunday afternoons, the Club arranges about 

20 fixtures a season. These are usually 35 overs a side, although by agreement, they are sometimes 

extended to 40 overs. Most are in a two part “Jack Pace Memorial Shield” competition; part 1 is a league 

structure for points; the top eight teams go into a knock out stage in February/March; C.C.N.S.W. has won 

the Shield four times. Outside the Jack Pace, the C&S does not have a formal league table and not all 

clubs in the C&S play each other. Nevertheless cricket is played in a competitive manner, and at its best, 

would probably equate to the standard of Sydney 3rd-4th Grade Cricket, although considerably shortened. 

The Club celebrated its 50
th
 season in the C&S in 2020 and till last season, had never lost more games in 

a season than it has won. 

On Sundays, the Club plays eleven fixtures in a competitive over 40s "Masters" league, in which the 

Club's position has varied from league winners to bottom. These are 40 over a side games. Six bowlers 

must be used, and batters must retire on scoring 40* runs. The Club also plays an eleven round over 50s 

“Classics” competition with similar rules but retirement at 30* and in 2016 won the Premiership. A 

Vintages over 60s competition commenced in 2017 with similar rules and CCNSW were Premiers in 

successive seasons in 2022-23 and 2023-2024.  

Outside leagues, the Club generally plays about 10 other competitive but "social" fixtures each year, on 

grounds which have varied from major national grounds such as the MCG, SCG, the Gabba, Telstra 

(Olympic) Stadium and Bradman Oval, Bowral, to small country grounds such as Mandalong, and 

Mudgee. Oppositions includes teams such as the Bradman Foundation, the Melbourne Cricket Club, 

Molonglo (Canberra), the Primary Club, the Sydney Cricket Club, and often one or two overseas touring 

sides. These are generally full day games of about 45-50 overs a side.  

Between 2018 and 2024 the Club entered a side in a summer midweek evening T20 Eight a side 

competition run by “The Last Man Stands” with 14 evening rounds on artificial wickets in Moore Park and 

plays a similar winter Sunday morning competition where it won its Division in two successive seasons 

2022-23 and 2023-24.  

In February 2004, the Club was invited by the S.C.G. Trust and Cricket NSW to represent the civilian 

population of the State in a match against the Army to celebrate 150 years of cricket at the S.C.G. A 

special plaque to commemorate this is permanently displayed on the exterior wall of the home dressing 

room at the SCG and the ball used in the match is on display in the Museum. 

 In the 2024-2025 season, the Club played a total of 59 eleven-a-side fixtures, and used 118 players.  The 

Club is currently contactable c/o the Secretary, Adrian Hawkes, 31 Killarney Drive, Killarney Heights, NSW 

2087 (Tel: (612) 9451 7436 (H) or hawkesam@bigpond.com ; see also www.ccnsw.com [29.12.25]  

mailto:hawkesam@bigpond.com
http://www.ccnsw.com/
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PLAYER PROFILES 
Ages are as at commencement of tour in January 2026                                                                                       
# is overseas touring number not membership no. 

 
FRANK BALIOTIS  # 234  Aged  67                          IT Executive – SVP in Investment Banking (retired)   
                                                          
Right  hand  opening to middle order batter and very occasional left arm medium bowler. Fast and mobile 
in the field, enjoys the challenge or taking catches and saving runs. Played with his son at De La Salle 
Kingsgrove for nine years (still playing there) and won two titles. 22/23 season awarded best fielder for De 
La Salle Kingsgrove where the team average age is under 30. Also playing Vintage with CCNSW and 
veteran’s cricket with Port Jackson. Toured the UK with Port Jackson in 2022, Sri Lanka in 2023 and with 
CCNSW, Barbados and St Lucia in 2024. 
 
DAVID CRAIG # 240  Aged  61                                                                                                   Retired 
 

Right hand leg spin bowler and tail end batter with a predilection for the reverse sweep, and an excellent 
fielder despite his age. After a brief but awe-uninspiring career batting for Macquarie University in Sydney 
Shires cricket, David took a 28 year sabbatical from the game, reinventing himself in 2017 as a 
surprisingly accurate leg spinner and innovative lower order bat with the CCNSW over 50s team. No 
longer employable, David is a full time amateur cricketer racking up over 80 games a year in Sydney 
Masters competitions, park cricket (Cammeray), winter cricket (Troopers, Nude Driving), and various 
state, regional and national tournaments (NSW, Port Jackson, Dinosaurs). This is his fourth tour with 
CCNSW after Perth in 2020, and Queenstown, New Zealand and Japan in 2025; will be travelling with his 
partner Anh Amin. 

MALCOLM FREAME # 250     Aged  64                                                                                 Retired 
 
Left hand upper order bat, occasional keeper and right hand slow bowler. who currently plays with 
Lindfield over 60s veterans and Port Jacksons o60s. Malcolm played Grade for over ten seasons with the 
Central Cumberland District Cricket Club (now Parramatta, the first Grade Premiers last season) and 
since 1980 has held the record for the highest score in Fifth Grade (194). Malcolm is also a handy slow 
medium off-cutter bowler. He has previously played for Cricketers’ Club in the ‘Raga Trophy’ Match but 
this will be his first overseas tour with the Club 
 

JOSHUA HELDARSKARD # 251   Aged   37                                                        Government relations 

High scoring right hand opening bat and off spin bowler. Plays most of his summer cricket on turf for the 
Sydney University Lions in the C&S and for various teams on synthetic in the Sydney T20 Last Man 
Stands competition in the winter where he has scored over 14,000 runs and taken over 300 wickets. Has 
played the occasional game for CCNSW and has the unusual record of having the highest recorded score 
against CCNSW (174*) yet still being on the losing side! Coming with his two children, Oscar and Toby 
This will be his first tour with CCNSW 

JASON KEANE # 252    Aged 51                                                                                              Solicitor 

Right-arm medium-fast new ball bowler and former opening batter, now sinking ever lower in the order. 
Jason has played grade cricket in the ACT, Newcastle and Sydney and spent the majority of his career at 
the North Sydney Club where he was Club Player of the Year in 2001, and player of the year in individual 
grades in three seasons. Has also represented Australian Lawyers in three Lawyers World Cups. 
Unexpectedly called out of retirement by an old team-mate last year and has bought a new bat, which 
justifies at least five more seasons to break even. Combines occasional good performances with 
delusions of grandeur; also makes good sandwiches. This will be his first tour with CCNSW. 
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DAVID POTTS # 243   Aged 52                                                                               Retired police officer 
 
Right hand upper order batter and specialist keeper who has won the Cricket Illawara League Grade 
Competition wicket keeper of the year award three times. Has played for West Illawara C.C. for the past 
44 seasons (since aged 9) and is the most capped player in the Club with currently over 700 appearances  
and holds the Club record for dismissals with 924 in senior cricket and over 1000 in total. Currently playing 
second and third grade but was part of the Wests First Grade premiership team three seasons ago. This 
will be his third tour with CCNSW after Queenstown, New Zealand and Japan 2025. Coming with his wife 
Janelle. 
 
SITTAMPALAM RAGAVAN # 253       Aged  68                                                                   Medical doctor 

Top order right hand batter and medium pace bowler, Sittampalam Ragavan (“Raga”) has been a long 
standing member of the CCNSW Classics and Vintage teams playing in the Classics over 50s premiership 
winning team in 2015/16 and the Vintage over 60s back-to-back champion teams in 2022/23 and 2023/24. 
He worked in Zambia and South Africa focusing on Academic Family Medicine and Emergency Medicine 
before moving to Australia in 2000  Raga represented Sri Lanka in both the inaugural Over 60s World Cup 
on the Sunshine Coast, Australia in September 2022 and in Chennai, India in February/March 2024 where 
Sri Lanka finished fourth. This will be his first tour with CCNSW. 

JOE SCARCELLA # 161    Aged 69                                                                     Solicitor (Retired) 
 
Right arm medium pace bowler, right hand late order batter. In his youth played grade cricket, firstly with 
Waverly (now Eastern Suburbs) and then UNSW as a keeper/batsman before discovering his true calling 
as a bowler, playing with the Qantas Flight Stewards Cricket Club. Since then, he has played City and 
Suburban and Veterans cricket with several clubs and been on many overseas cricket tours   including to 
the UK/Europe (6), NZ (3), Zimbabwe, South Africa, South America, Hong Kong. India, Sri Lanka and 
Kenya –This will be Joe’s twelfth tour - ninth overseas -  with C.C.N.S.W. after New Zealand in 2007, 
England (twice) in 2009 and 2017, Italy in 2010, South America in 2012, New Zealand in 2016, Barbados 
in 2024 and Japan in 2025 together with domestic tours to Perth in 2020, Darwin in 2022 and Tasmania 
in 2023.   
 
PETER  WILLIS  # 254   Aged  65                                                 Retired Warrant officer –Australian army 

Left hand top and middle order batter. Does not bowl but can keep wicket Currently playing regularly for 
Roseville over 50s in the Sydney Classics competition. A regular tourist who has toured England several 
times but this will be his first tour with the Cricketers’ club; coming with his adult son Thomas 

THOMAS  WILLIS  # 255   Aged 42                                                                            Construction industry 

A social cricketer who does not play cricket regularly but a talented footballer, perhaps more accustomed 
to back yard cricket. Left hand middle or lower order batter and right hand medium pace and spin bowler. 
this will be his first cricket tour ; coming with his father Peter Willis 
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND v AUSTRALIA  

 
It is an extraordinary and not generally known fact that it was not until as late as 1973-4 that Australia 
deigned to play its second official Test Match v New Zealand, and the first Test in 1946 was only 
retrospectively granted official status. By contrast despite the distance of over 10,000 miles, England had 
been playing official Test matches in New Zealand since 1929, and had played 12 such Tests before the 
Second World War By 1974 West Indies, South Africa and Pakistan had all played one or more official 
Test series in New Zealand and New Zealand had made 7 official tours with Test matches to England, 
three to India and two to South Africa and Pakistan but not one such tour to Australia. 
 
Until the 1970s, New Zealand generally had to rely on the Marylebone Cricket Club to tack on a few 
matches to their Australian tours for regular international cricket in New Zealand. Thus an eminent New 
Zealand sports writer, T P McLean (b 1913) could write as late as 1966: 
 
 “The relationship with Australia has at times been much less close than with England, which 
especially in the last thirty years has been wonderfully sympathetic and helpful to its folorn little chick in 
the southern seas.” And  

 “As with all countries of second class Test match status, the future is troublesome and if MCC, as 
is possible, forgo their visits at the end of their tours to the antipodes, the consequences may be grave.” 
 
In 1967, the former Australian Cricket Captain, Vic Richardson (who had toured New Zealand twice in the 
Twenties) said in his autobiography:“It has been said that the Marylebone Cricket Club has done more for 
cricket in New Zealand from a distance of 10,000 miles than the Australian Board of Control for 
International Cricket has done from 1500…Since the first world war, only half a dozen Australian teams 
approaching representative strength have toured New Zealand New Zealand sides are rarely invited to 
tour Australia”  and he concluded on this topic that had New Zealand received more support from ”her 
sister Dominion”, more high class players would have emerged earlier. 
 
It was not always thus. The early Australian touring sides had included players such as Blackham, 
Spofforth (for long believed to have been born in New Zealand), Murdoch, Trumble, Armstrong, Clem Hill 
and Trumper. There were 7 official Australian tours to New Zealand prior to World War One. In addition 
there were unofficial tours by Tasmania, New South Wales, and Queensland and also several visits by the 
Melbourne Cricket Club for whom Warwick Armstrong made the first recorded treble century in New 
Zealand (335) at Eden Park. 
 
However in the inter war years, visits by Australian sides waned with only two official tours in 20 years 
under V. S Ransford in 1920-1 and Victor Richardson in 1927-8 who wrote an interesting account of his 
experiences- while England commenced playing official Test matches in New Zealand in 1929-30, and 
their all conquering (in Australia) bodyline team of 1932-3 under Jardine were held to two draws in the 
Tests in New Zealand. Even since the improvement in the situation leading up to the regular Chappell-
Hadley trophy games since 2004, there is still a perception that Australia may not always accord their New 
Zealand counterparts due respect, possibly not aided by the infamous underarm incident at the MCG and 
the willingness to believe alleged incidents such as the “choo-choo” sledge of Chris Cairns after his sister 
was killed in a train incident, despite the story being firmly denied by Cairns himself. 
 
 
 

COLONEL HAMILTON-BROWNE – “WITH THE LOST LEGION IN NEW ZEALAND.”  
 
            A CRICKET MATCH EASTER 1866 ON THE WAINGONGORO RIVER, SOUTH TARANAKI 
 
The match was played between the Pigskin Polishers (troopers) and the Fort sloggers (rangers), and was 
looked forward to with much excitement by both corps. Naturally the players were all out of practice, their 
dress far from accurate and the pitch – well, damnable! But we turned to with glee, though to bat, bowl or 
even field, belted as each man was with his revolver and 90 rounds of ammunition, was very trying. 
Moreover the fieldsmen had to pick up their carbines when they changed places at the call of “Over”, and 
the umpires held the batsmen’s guns. 
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Now the main bush in which the gay and festive Hau Haus[# Editor’s Note: - The Hau Haus have been 
described as a19th century native “Liberation Movement” led by Te Kooti] lived and gambolled was about 
1000 yards away from the fort, but there were big patches of bush up to within 400 yards of it. 
 
Well, the game commenced, and of course attracted the attention of the gentle savage. Word was passed 
into the recesses of the bush that the white man was up to some new and inexplicable devilment, so that 
before long w had a highly interested if not appreciative gallery, who emerging from the bush, squatted 
down, and for a time behaved itself with decorum. 
 
Now we could have made allowances for their ignorance or their want of appreciation, though they were 
self invited, and had paid no gate money, even should they have gone so far as to hiss, but I maintain that 
when it comes to expressing dissatisfaction with tuparas (two-barrelled guns) and Enfield rifles, it is high 
time for the performers to skip or clear the ground. 
 
First of all they danced a war dance, and as no attention was paid to that, they proceeded to take more 
active measures. In the meantime the game had been progressing steadily. The troopers had scored 100 
runs, and the rangers had scored 90 with the loss of nine wickets. 
 
The excitement was intense. “Well bowled!” “Well hit!” being howled by the enraptured lookers-on, while 
banter and badinage were being exchanged by troopers and rangers that would have shocked the 
spectators of a modern test match. 
 
The last hope of the Footsloggers was a leviathan sergeant, an old ‘Varsity blue, but his partner, a very 
fragile reed, only required one straight ball to finish the match: could the sergeant keep the bowling to 
himself? 
 
He gets a loose one, and opening his shoulders he smacks it over long-on’s head. The hit is a big one. 
”Well hit!” “Run it out!” Yes, there is the leather sphere lying on that open bit of ground less than 100 yards 
from that patch of scrub. He rushes at the ball. But what’s the matter? The eager fieldsman throws himself 
on his nose, hunting cover, and drawing his revolver lets go the agonising shout of “Lost Ball!”. At the 
same moment out of that patch of manuka darts several spurts of flame and smoke, and a number of balls 
of a different nature whistle round his head. 
 
“D*** such interruptions!” said the Colonel, who was umpire, “drive the beggars off the field.” And in a 
moment batsmen, fieldsmen, umpires, scorers, onlookers grab their weapons and charge that patch of 
manuka scrub only to see the Hau Haus disappear into a clump of bush some distance away. We return 
to our game as the Kupapas (friendly natives) good-naturedly offer to keep the ground for us.  
 
The continuation of the game evidently mortified the Hau Haus, for they lined the 400-yard bush, and fired 
volleys at us. Did we allow them to stop the game? Not a bit of it. It was far too important a one to allow a 
gang of measly Hau Haus to interfere with, for was not that night grog night? And had not every trooper 
and ranger wagered his tot in backing his respective side? Stop play, indeed no! They would play it out to 
the bitter end. With fast erratic bowling on a more than bumpy pitch, with the whistle of an Enfield bullet 
past your nose, or seeing the pitch torn up by a similar missile, it becomes too exciting for anyone. It is 
rather conducive to mild bowling to have to submit to the same ordeal, nor can an umpire give the amount 
of attention the game requires when half his time has to be devoted to dodging ricochets. 
 
So the Colonel, a sportsman to his finger tips, ordered all the available men to assist the Kupapas in 
keeping order in the free seats. This they did, though not without a smart skirmish which ended in the 
rowdy interrupters being driven off the field with the loss of several men, which served them right for trying 
to interfere with sport! 
 
The contumacious bounders were not satisfied, for they took post in the big bush, and continued to lob 
bullets from the distance of 1000 yards, but of them we took no notice, yet they afforded a man a good 
excuse should he butter a catch or make a duck. 
 
Anyhow we finished the match, and I am delighted to say that the troopers won by the narrow margin of 
seven runs. 
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THE 4 AGES OF CRICKET 

The Age of Innocence or Youth 

The Age when you arrive on the cricket ground half an hour before the match is supposed to start   

The Age when it’s only a question of whether you bat number one or number two,  

       where it’s a question, as far as bowling is concerned, as to which end you open. 

The Age where you walk as of right to cover point, 

       where your definition of a quick run is a fairly thick edge to first slip. 

When to wear a box is a sign of extreme effeminacy. 

       And when after the game you jump into some fast sports car, in the  

       passenger seat of which is seated a delicious blonde, and as you drive away,  

       happy with the thought that she will be even easier to attain than that century 

       which the scorer was at that moment inscribing in the book against your name. 

The Age of Discretion or the Age of the Middle Man 

The Age when you arrive on the ground just as the umpires are walking out. 

The Age where you can with difficulty be persuaded to bat as high as number six. 

The Age where you expect, and sometimes get, a couple of overs before tea  

       when the match is over. 

The Age when to forget your box is worse than forgetting your wife’s birthday. 

The Age when after the game you slip off, quickly home in the car, to your wife 

       to avoid a row.  

The Age of Senility 

The Age when to be placed number ten is just a little too high. 

      Where to be asked to bowl is a deliberate and calculated insult. 

The Age when fielding is only possible with the feet. 

The Age when you define a short run as a very slow hit ball to deep extra cover. 

The Age when your box has become a permanent appendage to your truss. 

The Age when, after the game, you may be found, sitting in the local pub harbouring  

       Improper, but alas, impractical thoughts about the aged and unattractive barmaid. 

The Age of Retirement 

The Age where no longer can you play, 

       but where you perambulate around the perimeter of the ground– 

       a magnificent silhouette against the dying sun, 

       when you pour out to anyone foolish enough to listen, an unending stream of 

      apocryphal stories of your youth 

The Age when your box reposes on your dressing table-  

      a receptacle for spare collar studs. 

The Age, alas, when sex is no more than a Latin numeral. 

 

Humphrey Tilling – Speech to the Forty Club (1957) on its 21st anniversary 
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THE EXTRAORDINARY [BUT TRUE!] TALE OF ALBERT MOSS 
  

A NEW ZEALAND CRICKET MORALITY STORY IN 5 ACTS 
 
ACT ONE- A family tragedy and search for a better life 
 
In which our hero recovers from the devastating death of his father from tuberculosis in England to search 
for a new life in the Antipodes, and finds true love with Mary, a young schoolmistress in Canterbury whom 
he marries. 
 
ACT TWO- A sporting hero 
 
In the first innings of his first class debut for Canterbury v Wellington in 1889 as a fast bowler (at the age 
of 36), Albert Moss takes all ten wickets for 28 runs in 21.3 six-ball overs as Wellington were dismissed for 
71. He remains to this day the only New Zealander in first class cricket to take 10 wickets in an innings, 
and the only first class bowler in the world ever to take 10 wickets in an innings on debut. The ball was 
inscribed on a plaque and became his most treasured possession. 
 
ACT THREE- The demon drink 
 
Our hero takes another 16 wickets in 3 more matches but succumbs to drink. He becomes a secret 
alcoholic, and loses job after job. His young wife leaves him AND takes his cricket ball! Shamed and 
broken he moves to South America and then to South Africa and is on the brink of committing suicide in 
the Cape Town docks. 
 
ACT FOUR- In which our hero finds God! 
 
As he is contemplating suicide in the waters of the Cape Town Docks in 1895, he is taken in by the 
Salvation Army; finds God and serves him faithfully for the next 50 years, working his way up through the 
ranks of the Army. 
 
ACT FIVE – Love and redemption 
 
20 years later in 1915 a mysterious parcel arrives for the now Captain Moss, stationed in Rondebosch. It 
is his cricket plaque sent by his pining and heartbroken former wife who had read of the exploits of a 
Captain Moss in “The War Cry”, and traced him through Booth House in London. After corresponding for 
some time, she goes out to South Africa where she also becomes an officer in the Salvation Army; they 
remarry and he finally ‘joins her in Heaven ‘after the end of the Second World War in December 1945. 
 
POSTSCRIPT- But where is the ball? 
 
In accordance with his will, the ball was sent to Lancaster Park in 1945 where it languished for many 
years. In 1975, The Salvation Army discovered the story of Albert Moss and recovered the ball for use as 
a prop in recounting the salutary tale. There is now an agreement between the Canterbury Cricket 
Association and the Salvation Army whereby it may be displayed at Lancaster Park on special occasions 
such as the 125

th
 anniversary of the C.C.A. in 2002 
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A call to arms for honesty on 
Hamilton's history by Matthew Scott  08/08/2021 

 

  
 
The Pukēko-hedged current coat of arms, outside the Hamilton city council offices. 
Photo: Lynn Grieveson 

The Hamilton city emblem tells one side of the city’s history – now activists are calling for 
a new design and approach to history including the Māori perspective 

When Jahvaya Wheki first saw the Hamilton coat of arms, she didn’t know what it was. “It was 
just the grey and black mural in the council building,” she said. “I became very curious about 
what it was supposed to represent.” Little did she know that digging into the story of this emblem 
would set her off on a journey of self-discovery – one she wants the city of Kirikiriroa Hamilton to 
go on with her. 

She has started a petition calling for an update to the coat of arms that would reflect the 
partnership between Māori and other New Zealanders, rather than a depiction of the city’s 
painful colonial history. She wants to see the city’s emblem updated to reflect the council’s 
commitment to Te Tiriti, show the city’s true history and be something Hamiltonians can be 
proud of. “We need to analyse the crest from a Māori perspective,” she said. “My 110 
percent opinion is that this doesn’t symbolise how we should move forward.” 

The current emblem was designed by Tokoroa artist Zelda Paul in 1946, after calls from the 
council for the public to send in their ideas. 

https://newsroom.co.nz/author/matthew-scott/
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/change-the-hamilton-city-emblem
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She won ten pounds in prize money for the emblem the city uses to this day. 

Featured prominently is a shield design representing the ebb and flow of the Waikato River, and 
oxen symbolising green pastures and the role of the city as a centre of agriculture. The arms are 
headed by a mural crown, representing Hamilton’s beginnings as a military post in the 19th 
Century – and its withstanding of a siege during the New Zealand Wars. On either side of the 
emblem are a pair of pukēko, which Paul selected for their decorative colouring and prevalence 
in the low-lying country of central Waikato. 

But Wheki believes Paul’s design no longer represents the city – and is a symptom of the wider 
issue of Hamilton’s history sliding into obscurity. “I never really had the chance to learn about my 
city’s history before,” said Wheki. But since the day she noticed the crest and started to ask 
questions about it, she has opened the floodgates. 

A local kaumatua took her around the pā sites of the Hamilton area, reigniting her interest in the 
place she lives. The sometimes arbitrary dismissal of Māori culture and names was especially 
troubling for her to uncover, she said. “It was painful to learn that Hamilton and Kirikiriroa are not 
connected as names,” she said. “They don’t mean the same thing – Hamilton was just a totally 
new, unconnected name.” 

So she started researching the history and context of the emblem that’s supposed to represent 
her.It was adopted in 1946, a year after Hamilton and its 20,000 citizens were awarded city 
status. “Hamilton was still just a developing city at the time,” Wheki said. “And the Māori were left 
out of the decisions being made.” Of course, it wasn’t the first time this had been the case. 

Hamilton itself was born from the 1863 New Zealand Settlement Act, which allowed the Crown to 
take land from Māori. One point two million hectares of land were stolen in the Waikato region, 
including the land that is now the River City. And looking at the crest from a Māori perspective 
shows some flagrant selective memory when it comes to this difficult history. 

 
 
Zelda Paul’s entry into the 1946 contest for the Hamilton City coat of arms. 
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To Wheki, the most egregious aspect of the coat of arms is the mural crown – a set of 
battlements in the shape of a crown, atop the rest of the emblem. It was added to symbolise 
Hamilton’s military history, and the colony’s ties to royal authority. This was a power wielded at 
the expense of Māori, who had already lived in the area for centuries. 

“If the Crown is the overarching thing on the emblem, it calls the shots – there’s no partnership 
shown there,” she said. “It’s a symbol that [the colonists] are the highest ones. If we have a crest 
like that, it signifies that we are still fighting.”In addition, to Wheki the oxen and green pastures 
symbolise the stolen agricultural wealth of her people rather than simply Waikato’s recent history 
as a hinterland. 

Then there’s the pukēko, chosen purely for aesthetic reasons. However, Wheki said this 
overlooks the birds’ reputation – both as an agricultural pest and in Māori mythology, where it 
was banished to the swamps for refusing to descend from the trees. 

She thinks it’s time for a refreshed symbol that takes more than just European views into 
account.“Currently, it represents and supports years of our city’s colonial, traumatic history 
where indigenous people had land taken, were oppressed, and even murdered,” Wheki said. 

She has launched the campaign by reaching out to people with online surveys and through 
social media. But the reaction hasn’t always been positive. 

“There were a lot of racist comments online,” she said. “Mainly personal attacks – it was sad.” 
She thinks people feel threatened by these ideas because they haven’t been taught to learn, be 
open and have hard conversations. 

But she hasn’t been disheartened. “It showed me there was a need for this,” she said. “I see the 
reactions and I can see this is an issue, so how can I go forward taking this all on board.”She 
wants to open consultation to everybody, not just Māori.“We need to work out how we can solve 
issues like this as a whānau,” she said. 

The plan is to get around 1000 signatures and then formally present her strategy to the council – 
something she hopes to do by the end of the year – although she has made oral submissions on 
the issue already. The Hamilton City Council said it had a number of similar projects in the works 
that seek to gradually transform the city. 

“Council is currently considering a number of cultural policy matters such as street names, and 
public art,” a spokesperson said. “As part of this programme of work, council may also consider 
the council’s crest.” 

Once she has council approval, Wheki wants to collaborate with other Hamiltonians to design a 
coat of arms that represents the city as it is in 2021. 

“Today, Hamilton is the youngest city in New Zealand and one of the most multicultural cities 
with more than 160 ethnicities,” Wheki said. “We are a vibrant young and developing city and we 
need an emblem that reflects this.”Jahvaya Wheki presenting an oral submission at the Hamilton 
City Council chambers.  

Zelda Paul, the original designer of the emblem, went on to live in Tokoroa, where she had five 
children and illustrated a book about the history of the small town. She received the Queen’s 
Service Medal in 1985 for her contributions to the arts and preserving the history of the patch of 
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the Waikato region she called home. A generation later, Jahvaya Wheki is bringing the same 
energy into shining a light on the dark corners of her home’s history. 

They are two women separated by time and social context, but both driven by the desire to 
spread something they have learned – that the past affects the future, and here in the present, 
New Zealanders would do well to remember that.  

Postscript from the “Waikato Times” 11 September 2024 

Wheki presented the idea to council in 2022, after campaigning and petitioning for it for years, 

and she’s still very keen on the council’s support for the idea. However, Hamilton Mayor Paula 

Southgate said that she’s not sold: “The community is always welcome to propose new ideas to 

council. However, it is not something I personally could support,” Southgate said. “We have 

huge issues to tackle and would not have the capacity or funding to progress this idea at this 

time.” 

Meaning of Kirikiriroa 

The Māori name for Hamilton, New Zealand, is Kirikiriroa, which refers to the original Māori 

settlement and its long gravel riverbank along the Waikato River; the city uses both names, 

acknowledging its rich history with the local iwi (tribes) like Ngāti Manawa and Waikato-Tainui.  

 

 Kirikiriroa: Means "long stretch of gravel," describing the original site on the Waikato 

River. 

 Historical Significance: The area was a significant Māori settlement for centuries 

before European arrival, with several pā (fortified villages) and gardens. 

 Colonial Naming: The English name "Hamilton" came from Captain John Fane Charles 

Hamilton, who died in the Waikato Wars, but he never actually visited the site.  

Modern Usage 

 The Hamilton City Council officially recognizes both names, often using "Hamilton 

Kirikiriroa" to honor its Māori heritage. 

 There is ongoing discussion and support for greater use of Kirikiriroa to reflect the city's 

deep Māori roots.  

https://hamilton.govt.nz/your-council/about-council/our-partners/maaori
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THE CRICKETERS’ CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES THE 
COLOURS AND EMBLEM    “True to the Blue” 

                            

New South Wales-Why the name? 

Originally part of “New Holland”, It became known as “New South Wales” in 1770 after Cook’s exploration 
of the East Coast of what is now called “Australia”. Whether Cook personally at the time called it New 
South Wales, and if so, why, is still a subject of doubt and scholarly speculation. Possibly Cook originally 
called it “New Wales”, by analogy with the islands of “New Britain”, which had originally been part of New 
Guinea. What is certain is that the name emerged later after he had dispatched his Journal to the 
Admiralty. Why “Wales” and why “South Wales” will probably never be known. 

Royal Blue –why the colour? 

When intercolonial cricket commenced in the 1850s, the Victorians wore dark blue trousers and white 
shirts. NSW wore white trousers and light blue shirts. They became known as the “Light Blues”. In 1904-5, 
the colour changed to Royal Blue. The colour remains Royal Blue and the NSW team still remains known 
by its traditional name as “the Blues” 

Comparison to “the Green and Gold” 

“The Blues” can trace their origin approximately 40 years before the adoption of the traditional Australian 
“Green and Gold”, which were not adopted as national colours till the Australian tour to England in 1899 
nor for home Tests until after Federation in 1902. Prior to that time it had been customary in home Tests 
to wear the colours of the State in which the match was played-i.e.-dark blue in Victoria and light blue in 
NSW. 

The first Australian touring team to England in 1878 wore black and white; the 1880 team –faded magenta 
and black; the 1882 team wore the colours of the 96th regiment-red, black and yellow. That then changed 
to the red white and blue of the Melbourne Cricket Club, although once, the light blue caps of the East 
Melbourne Club were used. By 1890, the team had adopted dark blue blazers and caps, with gold trim 
with, for the first time, the Australian Coat of Arms. It was the 1899 team to England that first adopted the 
Green and Gold, but it was not until 1902 at the MCG that the Green and Gold were worn in a home Test. 
Thus the Royal Blue colours adopted by The Cricketers’ Club of New South Wales arguably have an older 
provenance, dating back to the 1850s, than the national colours which only date to the turn of the century. 

The Emblem - Why the Cross of St George in New South Wales? 

The emblem is taken from the Coat of Arms of the Colony, originally designed in 1875-6, and 
subsequently formally granted by King Edward VII in 1906 and described as:- “Azure, a Cross Argent, 
voided Gules a lion passant guardant and on each member with a Mullet of eight points Or “ [I.e.- a red 

cross with a golden lion at the centre and stars at each point]  

The gold crossed bats need no explanation. The cross of St George is English as is the lion, and not 
Welsh. The design comes from the British Royal Navy White Ensign, with whom its co-designer Captain 
Hixson, President of the Marine Board was closely connected. The connection is with England or perhaps 
Britain as the home country, not with Wales. It remains the official Coat of Arms of New South Wales. 
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The Walkabout Wickets Story 
 

 
 

The ‘Walkabout Wickets’ logo above is featured on our new CCNSW playing shirts.  The logo is by Kirrae 
Whurrong artist Fiona Clarke.  It represents past, present and future Aboriginal cricketers.  The symbol 
used for the design means ‘MINKGILL’ which means STAR, from the Aboriginal Dreamtime. Walkabout 
Wickets was originally painted  ahead of the 2016 Boxing Day Test to commemorate the anniversary of an 
iconic match featuring an Aboriginal XI at the MCG exactly 150 years earlier on Boxing Day 1866 which 
attracted a crowd of over 10,000 people. 

 

 
 

The Aboriginal cricket team who played the Melbourne Cricket Club on Boxing Day 1866, captained by Tom Wills 
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The artwork so captured the imagination that is was then incorporated into the playing strips of the men’s 
and women’s Indigenous teams for their historic tour of England in 2018 and was then  added to the shirts 
of Australia’s senior teams for the latest chapter in the game’s most fabled rivalry, the Ashes against 
England and is currently worn by both the Australian men’s and women’s Test teams. 

Fiona Clarke says the following about the artwork: “My ancestors would gather all the clans together in the 
thousands at a special ‘meeting place’ each year for many cultural reasons, including Aboriginal games.  
The large circles represents the grounds the ‘Walkabout’ team played on.  The lines between the smaller 
circles represent the wickets knocked down by my Aboriginal ancestor cricket players, proudly beating the 
English players at their own game. 

The smaller circles represent the ovals around the globe.  The circles inside the little circles represent the 
‘meeting place’ of the ovals, that past, present and future players play on.” 

Fiona Clarke’s great-great-grandfather James “Mosquito” Couzens (Grougarrong) and his brother Johnny 
Cuzens (Zellanach), both members of the historic 1866 and 1868 Aboriginal XI cricket teams. (The 
different spelling of the brothers’ surnames probably came from the tendency of white settlers to create 
and misspell names for Aboriginal people, and it’s believed that the nickname “Mosquito” came from 
James Couzens’ likely birthplace, Mosquito Plains (now Naracoorte), in South Australia.) 

The 1866 Boxing Day match between an Aboriginal XI and the Melbourne Cricket Club, held at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), introduced cricket fans to the talents of Aboriginal cricketers, most of 
whom had begun playing the game just a few years earlier on the various pastoral stations where they 
lived and worked, in the Western District of Victoria. The enthusiastic response to the match inspired the 
idea of a privately sponsored tour of England, which occurred two years later in 1868. 

The 1868 Aboriginal cricket tour of England was ground-breaking in the sense that this was the first team 
from Australia to tour internationally. It was also ground-breaking in that the Aboriginal XI equalled the 
record of their opponents, by winning 14, losing 14 and drawing 19 of their 47 matches. The 1868 tour is 
an  extraordinary story of hardship, race relations and colonial attitudes. 

 

The 1868 Australian Aboriginal Team to England 
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CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUES CRICKET CLUB  

      
The Cambridge Cricket Club is the main cricket club in Cambridge and  has a long history dating back to 
the early 1900s. The "antiques" part of the name refers to the club's veteran team, which plays in 
the Waikato regional competition, providing a platform for older players to continue the sport.  Their main 
ground is in Victoria Square in the centre of Cambridge. The club also has a senior and junior cricket 
program that competes in the Waikato region.  

 

     

          The Perfect Pitch: Cambridge’s Cricket Story 

 

If there’s one sport that has shaped Cambridge’s community spirit for more than a century, it is cricket.  
From the first games on dusty paddocks to packed out crowds at Victoria Square, cricket here has always 
been about more than runs and wickets; it has been about bringing people together. 

The First Game: 1873 

Cambridge’s first recorded cricket match was between the Armed Constabulary and townsfolk in 1873.  At 
the time, Cambridge was growing fast, boosted by the beginnings of a dairy industry. 

By the late 1800s, cricket was becoming an event.  In 1888, Cambridge women took to the pitch in a 
spirited match against Hamilton, raising money for the District Hospital.  A few years later in 1895, the club 
chose its colours: Cambridge blue, proudly worn as a scarf and sash.  
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Cricketers in Cambridge, date unknown CM2958/8/46 

 

From Government Acre to Victoria Square 

The town’s main cricket ground has long been at the heart of Cambridge.  Originally called the 
Government Acre, it was renamed Victoria Square in 1897 to mark Queen Victoria’s Jubilee.  The square 
was ploughed, re-grassed and transformed into a recreational hub.  Most of the tall trees we see there 
today were planted in the 1930s when the old hedges were removed. 

Cricketing Legends 

As the 20th century rolled on, local cricket flourished.  Players became household names in the 
community, celebrated for their on-field feats.  One player, O V Simpson, became a legend in the 1930s 
when he sent cricket balls soaring well beyond the boundary.  One famously cleared the road in front of 
the National Hotel while another thudded onto the rooftops of Dick Street.  Decades later, people were still 
talking about those hits. 

A Golden Era: 1970s–1980s 

The 1970s and 80s were a high point for Cambridge cricket.  Matches drew crowds, and none more so 
than the historic clash in December 1988 when Northern Districts took on Central Districts. Around 1,000 
people turned up—the biggest cricket crowd Cambridge had ever seen.  The local paper dubbed it “the 
sports event of the year” and for those who were there, it truly was. 

The Pavilion and the Legacy 

The cricket pavilion was opened in 1957 as a single-storey building.  As a mark of the sport’s popularity, a 
second storey was added in 1987, and another extension in 2021.  The pavilion continues to be used 
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regularly. 

 

Official opening of the Wilson Garrard Memorial Pavilion, Victoria Square, 1957 CM2958/8/44 

 

Victoria Square Cambridge 
Formerly known as the Government Acre, this space has had a few lives – as a fenced sports and 
camping ground, cycle track, hockey practice field, venue for Rose Shows, skirmishing drills, and currently 
as a general recreation / resting place, home of the Cambridge Farmers Market and Cricket.  
At the time of Queen Victoria’s 60th Jubilee, Victoria Square was ploughed, re-grassed and put into order 
as a permanent place for recreation 
In the 1940’s it was Councillor Garrard’s idea to plant more suitable trees and to beautify the area to be 
used for cricket or picnicking. He believed the square, as an open park, would be more greatly 
appreciated by the people of the district and that it would encourage travellers to stop and spend an hour 
in Cambridge. 
 
In 1953 a brick building for sports bodies was built in the corner of Victoria Square by the Cricket Club. It 
consisted of two changing rooms, kitchen, three showers, storeroom and conveniences for men and 
women. 
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Phillip stopped in Cambridge for lunch on New Year’s Day 1954. “At 
12:30pm the St Andrews bells announced the Royal couple’s arrival and were soon drowned out by the 
cheering crowd. There were over 3,000 school children on Victoria Square. A special train came from 
Paeroa as Cambridge was the official point for Tauranga, Te Aroha, Piako and Hauraki Plains people to 
see the Royal Party.” Later in 1956, through a public subscription, the steps leading from Victoria Square 
to the town centre were built to commemorate Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation. The steps were opened in 
December 1960. 
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Morrinsville-Piako Cricket Club 

  
 

     
 
Established in 2013 with the amalgamation of Morrinsville and Te Aroha Cricket Clubs, Morrinsville-
Piako Cricket currently consists of 2 Senior Men’s Teams, a Senior Women’s Team, Over 40s Creamers 
and Junior Teams, catering to all ages and abilities.  
 
The wickets 
 
Hosting 5 wickets, 2 grass and 3 artificial pitches the “Rec” is the home of cricket in Morrinsville. Our 
cricket pitch is meticulously maintained to ensure optimal playing conditions. It is regularly prepared to 
meet the standards expected by players and teams, offering consistent bounce and pace. 

Practice Nets 

For those looking to sharpen their skills or warm up before a match,the Club haswell-maintained practice 
nets. These nets provide a dedicated space for batting, bowling, and fielding practice, allowing players to 
refine their techniques in a controlled environment. 

Clubrooms and Changing Area 

Overlooking the grass block, our pavilion offers comfortable facilities including changing rooms and 
amenities for players. It serves as a convenient hub for teams to gather before and after matches, 
enhancing the overall cricketing experience. 

 
Despite its short history The Club has been very successful in winning competitions across various 
formats and grades, with its players achieving higher honours and selected in representative teams. 
 
The Creamers 
The Morrinsville-Piako “Creamers” Veterans over 40s Team commenced in 2013 and are a testament to 

the enduring love for cricket among seasoned players in our community. They have twice been 
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Northern Districts over 40s  Veterans champions and have used about 100 players in that Time. 
They have previously played 2 other  touring Australian sides:-  Sunshine Coast in 2018 and SA veterans 
in January 2020 
 
The Club has been very successful in winning competitions across various formats and grades, with its 
players achieving higher honours and selected in representative teams. Nestled in the heart of 
Morrinsville, the facilities rank amongst the best in the Waikato hosting 2 grass blocks, 3 artificial pitches 
and modern outdoor training nets. All located at the Morrinsville Recreation Ground. 
 

 

History of Kaipaki and the Reserve 

 
 
The history of the Kaipaki district goes back many years and was predominantly a farming area with the 
Kaipaki Reserve being developed through the goodwill of many people in the district at the time. 
 
The Hall was built in 1913 but unfortunately the minute books from 1913-1927 were lost in a house fire 
and so the history of events soon after the opening are not known. What is known is an incorporated 
society was formed in 1933 to manage the facilities and the five acres surrounding the Hall were 
purchased from Charlie We Charlie Weal in 1936 and the Tennis Courts and Cricket ground were 
developed later the same year. The Hall ‘Title’ was vested to the Waipa District Council in 1962 after  
alterations to the Hall had been completed in 1961 and the official  opening on 20 October 1962. 
 
A new brick frontage was added to the Hall in July 1972. 
 
The ‘Title’ for the sports ground and courts were vested with Waipa District Council in 1982 allowing the 
Board to spend the community rates on the upkeep of all the facilities. 
 
Kaipaki  was seen as a prosperous country sporting centre and an example of good  practice 
amongst rural communities. People traveled from Taupo to play cricket at Kaipaki who at one stage had 
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four cricket teams. The tennis club also was extremely active and an example to other clubs. 
 
Unfortunately  farms became less in number as farms grew in size and family numbers  decreased and 
clubs ceased to operate in 1997 and the facilities were  left. However  over recent years a steady increase 
in the population of Kaipaki  is occurring. This appears to be due mainly to a focus on lifestyle  blocks and 
Kaipaki’s proximity to Hamilton, Cambridge and Te Awamutu..  

 
    Cricket Club History 

 
 

 

The Kaipaki Cricket Club was formed in 1929 and in 1936, after the purchase of a sports ground, it 
became a Home Ground. Mr Bert Goodwin was Secretary/Treasurer for many years and Chairman for 
many more. He was a stalwart and Life Member of the Club.Local player, Martin Croy, played for New 
Zealand, and Craig Bartlett played for the New Zealand Maori Team.The Club went into recess in 1997, 
and opened again in 2011. 
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The Kaipaki Cricket Club has a history rooted in community involvement, with a modern revival centered 
on redeveloping the Kaipaki Oval in 2010. This redevelopment was instrumental in rebuilding the club, 
which now fields four Saturday teams and emphasizes community participation through a philosophy of 
"keep people involved in cricket". The club's culture is described as built on hard work and banter, with the 
nickname "Baggy Greens and Golds" reflecting its colors.  

On 11 February 2010, at a committee meeting, Mr John Parker outlined his vision and reported on the 
Kaipaki Reserve Development Project. This initiated some discussion at the Mid-Winter Xmas Dinner. A 
public meeting on the 24 March 2010 was called to discuss this. John Parker outlined his ideas for a 
Community Centre with assistance of a projection screen. It was moved that the project go ahead subject 
to finance. A meeting was held with the Waipa Council at the chambers on 14 December 2010, to get their 
approval. 

An Extra-Ordinary Meeting was held at the Waipa Council Chambers on 23 December 2010, and finance 
was granted, in the form of a $25,000 loan to be paid back by the target date. A further grant of $175,000 
was made (to be covered by the sale of a Waipa Council section at the Kaipaki Hall Corner). The 
remaining monies was raised by donations and poker machine grants.  

On 6 June 2011, a new Constitution was formed and approved as an Incorporated Society.On 31 August 
2011 a new Board was elected with John Parker as Chairman. The opening of the Kaipaki Centre was 
held on 6 February 2012. It was opened by Mayor Alan Livingston who was presented with a framed 
montage of the Hall, with history and photos.  

In 2013, the Kaipaki Settlers Hall and Kaipaki Centre is continuing to thrive with tennis, netball, hockey, 
children's athletics, petanque, mini-golf, school holiday programmes, Inter-Street competitions, Mid-Winter 
Xmas Pot Luck Dinners,and many activities in the Hall. 

A Community Centre to be proud of. Many thanks to Mr John Parker for a community revival. 

 Recent Revival: The club's recent history is marked by a significant redevelopment of the Kaipaki 
Oval in 2010, which was crucial for rebuilding the club and re-engaging the community. 

 Philosophy: The club operates on the core philosophy of "to keep people involved in cricket," and 
has seen a high level of participation, with 108 players representing the club in a single year. 

 Competition: Kaipaki fields four Saturday teams that compete in local club competitions and also 
plays "Kindred" matches against a range of teams, including the Northern Districts Emerging Players XI 
and the West Indies. 

 Culture: The club's culture is built on hard work and good-natured banter, reflected in its 
nickname, "Baggy Greens and Golds". 

 Community Focus: The Kaipaki Centre, established in 2011, focuses on providing facilities for 
sport and social interaction for the entire community, with minimal barriers to participation, thanks to 
support from local businesses, sponsors, and grants. 
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ASSOCIATED CLUBS OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA (continued from frontisheet)  

Hong Kong Cricket Club 
137 Wong Nei Chung Gap Road 
HONG KONG 
Ph: (852) 574 6266 
www.hkcc.org 

 

Calcutta Cricket & Football Club 
19/2 Gurusaday Road 
BALLYGUNGE 
CALCULLTA 19 INDIA 700019 
Ph: 388951/201 
www.calcuttaweb.com/clubs.htm  

The Cricket Club of India 
J.N. Tata Pavilion 
Brabourne Stadium 
Dinshaw Vachha Road 
MUMBAI  INDIA  400 020 
Ph:  9122 2876 051 

BCA Garware Club House 
Wankhede Stadium 
'D' Road 
Churchgate 
MUMBAI INDIA 400 020 
Ph: 285 4444 

Madras Cricket Club 
1 Babu Jagjivan Ram Road 
Chennai 
MADRAS INDIA  600 005 
Ph: 841-797 
www.madrascricketclub.com 

Royal Selangor Club 
PO Box 10137 
Kuala Lumpur, 50704 
MALAYSIA 
Ph: (063) 292 7166 
www.rscweb.org.my 

Colombo Swimming Club 
Storm Lodge, PO Box 863 
148 Galle Road 
COLUMBO SRI LANKA 
Ph:  00 941 421 645 
csc@srilanka.net 

The British Club (Thailand) 
189 Surawong Road, Bangrak, 
BANGKOK THAILAND 10500 
Ph: (662)  234 0247 
www.britishclubbangkok.org 

  

  

Johore Cultural & Sports Club 
623 Jalan Kolonel Wilson 
80100 Johore Bahru 
Johore WEST MALAYSIA 
07 241 899 
07 224 2222 
jcsc@my.jaring.net  

Bali International Cricket Club 
Jalan Danan Poso 63 
Sanur, Bali, Indonesia 
0361 286 490 
www.balicricket.com 

   

MIDDLE EAST 
Doha Club 
PO Box 3666 
Doha Qatar, Arabian Gulf 
MIDDLE EAST 
Ph: (974) 418822 
www.british-in-qatar.com/dclub.htm  

NEW ZEALAND 
The Cricket Society and Supporters Club of 
Auckland, Clubrooms, Eden Park 
P.O. Box 2860 
AUCKLAND 1015 NEW ZEALAND 
http://aucklandes.cricketarchive.com   

www.acssc.co.nz  
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